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 It is possible to be Christians who go to church, work, home and 
“just live and let live,” while they surf the net, find new phone apps and 
avoid spiders, snakes and politicians. But unfortunately, if we are so pre-
occupied and unaware, it’s way too easy for our beliefs and thinking to be 
conformed to this present age.  Simply living under the influences and 
dictates of today’s culture will cause us to miss the fulfillment our Father 
intended and leave us to be deceived and manipulated by this present 
darkness.  A culture infiltrates into our expectations.  It’s norms can be-
come norms with believers as well as unbelievers.  A simple and subtle 
example is that today it’s a “given” that sickness and disease and mental 
dysfunction are expected to silently progress to an unchangeable end.  
Most facts and records and people in today’s culture would not argue with 
that.  However, sons don’t take a cultural “given” as their heavenly Fa-
ther’s thinking.  Sons stay alert to what contradicts the will of God and the 
culture of His Realm.  Sons know the Word and therefore know, with God 
nothing is impossible.  So sons know that a seemingly unchangeable end 
is CHANGEABLE.   

   The more fully convinced we are that we are sons of God, the more 
we’ll grow into Father’s Design, Desire and Delight as His Kingdom 
comes to earth as in heaven.  Our adversary cannot change that Truth so, 
instead, he goes to great lengths to change us.  If hell can bombard our 
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lives and damage our self-image and self-worth to the point that we feel 
unable or disqualified to be sons of God, that’s usually the point that we 
unplug ourselves from power and purpose.  If we look in the mirror and 
see our warts and weaknesses and ever-glitching track record, it can be a 
struggle to see ourselves as even redeemable, much less as a righteous or 
justified son in right standing with a Holy God.  Unfortunately, the more 
religious and traditional cultures have conformed our thinking, the more 
misunderstanding we are likely to have about being a son of God.  Many 
of us have been taught to look into the mirror and see a “sinner saved by 
grace” instead of seeing ourselves as sons/daughters saved by grace.  If 
our self-image pivots on a constant reminder of past sin that’s been 
washed away, it does not pivot on a continual awareness of the gift of 
righteousness and position we have been given.  We are not born again 
to enter the Kingdom of God and come into that Realm just to be a 
grateful orphan or a loyal immigrant or an humble peasant, but to be 
sons.   

 Sonship is a difficult concept for some people because they have no 
life experience as a son or daughter.  They have never had a parental au-
thority in a caring, accepting, protecting, providing relationship. A father-
less generation typically learns to be loners and many do not trust author-
ity or anyone else. When young people can’t trust anyone, their identity is 
always in question because they trust no one to affirm who they are.  
Their self-image is shaky because they can’t trust anyone else’s opinion. 
Their self-government is not important or non-existent because no value 
system or accountability is maintained through relationship.  Adam and 
Eve started out in relationship with Father.  When they ate of the tree, re-
lationship was broken because they were choosing independent control 
instead of trust.  That decision shook their identity and their self-image 
and their self-government.  They walked away from accountability and 
security and safety and began worrying about their tomorrow.  Sons in 
unshakeable relationship have confidence they need not worry about to-
morrow because their Father will be Father again tomorrow.     

 Fulfillment in our lifetime comes from thinking like a son so that we 
live in confidence that we are authorized to do our Father’s business, and 
we are confident we can carry His plans, His purpose and His power into 
every other culture and situation and circumstance.  Sons doing Father’s 
business is part of developing His culture wherever we go, not just church 
meetings or mission trips, but the grocery store and café and the job. 
Wherever our purpose and calling take us, we carry the government of 
God to see His will done. Our focus is being sons who follow Father’s 
prompts.  The more fully convinced we are that we are sons of God, the 
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more we’ll grow into Father’s Design, Desire and Delight as His King-
dom comes to earth as in heaven. This is not presumption or making 
merit, it’s the power of relationship manifested. 

  The culture of sons of God reaches into every direction of life.  
Melissa has a friend who is a high school teacher.  She’s a petite young 
woman on the outside but a mature daughter of God and a warrior on the 
inside.  She teaches Criminal Justice to teenagers and is a Human Traffic 
agent after school.  Recently, a new transfer student walked into her class 
and his demeanor and attire told his story.  She introduced herself and told 
him to put his cell phone in the cabinet.  His reply was disinterested, 
“Blankety-blank, no.”  She chuckled and closed the gap between them.  
Leaning her head to one side she asked, “Did you say blankety-blank, 
no?”  With an Oh no you didn’t in her brow, she didn’t wait for an an-
swer.  She pointed to the cabinet. “Put it in there.”  He said, “Yes, 
Ma’am,” and did. Leah is a discerning daughter of God who brings the 
order and rule of God within reach of the students in that high school.  
Perhaps it is her unshakeable courage that makes her different from other 
adults there.  Perhaps it is her unquestionable authority in the classroom 
that makes the students feel safe for the first time in their lives.  Perhaps 
her genuine heart gives the students a glimpse of the Father’s heart.  
Whatever the dynamics going on, the Kingdom of God came near that 
new student that day and powerfully cracked the thick wall of distrust 
around his heart.  We know that because after class he walked up to her 
and said, “Teacher, I don’t really know anybody here.  Could I maybe eat 
lunch with you?”  That teenager asking to eat with the teacher was proba-
bly as big a shock to him as anyone else!   

 Sons of God bring a culture that brings change.  Manifested sons of 
God are not limited by natural boundaries but are able to reach beyond the 
natural to the supernatural as Father directs.  We are in history for such a 
time as this to think as sons, to live as sons and to see the Kingdom come 
to earth as in heaven, one day at a time, one situation at a time, one life at 
a time. 

(Kathy will be speaking at KINGDOM CONGRESS March 1-3,2023 at Grace 
Church Willis. All info: martygabler.com/kc2023/. You may read more of 
her articles at martygabler.com/articles/. She also posts daily devotionals 
on Marty’s Facebook page.) 
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 The Kingdom of God is the core truth of the word of God, connected 
with covenant, from which all other doctrines proceed.  The Kingdom of 
God is not so much a doctrine as it is the reality that defines doctrine.  The 
church gets into doctrinal confusion and hostilities because we don’t ad-
just well to increasing revelation, and we don’t adjust because we have 
not put the Kingdom at the core and central of all our thinking.   Act 1:3  
For forty days after his death he appeared to them many times in ways 
that proved beyond doubt that he was alive. They saw him, and he talked 
with them about the Kingdom of God. Act 1:4  And when they came to-
gether, he gave them this order: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift I told you about, the gift my Father promised. Act 1:5  John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 
Act 1:8 When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with 
power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

  Our Kingdom is led by a resurrected King.  In His resurrected body, 
He gave His disciples a 40 day refresher on the Kingdom of God that He 
had taught and demonstrated for three years.  I see seven things hilighted 
in that review:   

 1.  The Kingdom is a present reality, not just a future hope.   Jesus 
declared the nearness of the Kingdom “at hand.”  The King showed up 
with His Kingdom.  The Kingdom does not show up without the King.  
They both showed up together.   It was not here comes the King and then 
2000 years later His Kingdom will show up.   It is a present reality be-
cause Jesus Himself embodies that kingdom.  In Him the will of the Fa-
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ther is always done.  Unlike the first Adam, He did not fail in obedience.   
Unlike the first Adam, He was not overcome by the temptations of satan.  
Jesus brought the Kingdom to earthly manifestation like before the fall.  
After the fall, the Lord God did not lose His Kingdom, but the earthly rep-
resentation, manifestation was strained from full expression until Jesus 
came.  In Jesus, the Kingdom is not restrained but restored.  There is a 
place on the planet where the will of God was done.  That place is a per-
son, Christ.  That had to mean the Kingdom was a present reality, not just 
a future hope.  That’s why in Mark 1:15, in the very start of His ministry, 
it says, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near, at hand.   
The day has been fulfilled.  The word there is kairos, visitation time, God 
showing up in His son incarnate.  That was a kairos, break-through, pro-
phetic time.  It was a visitation that only a remnant received and a nation 
missed.  That is why Jesus wept over the city.  How sad and discouraging 
to say we have missed the visitation.  After crying out, let us not miss it, 
like most missed it.  We don’t have to miss it.  We can receive it.  

 2. The kingdom is the government of God into which spiritually 
generated people enter.  Nicodemus was not a bad man.  He was a good 
man serving a religious system, but he was not in the Kingdom was not 
born again.  He was born into Judaism and only the benefits of the old 
covenant.  It took Christ to come and open the Kingdom to those like 
Nicodemus and all who would be born again.  We are born into a govern-
ment.  Like the Exodus, God’s people were delivered from Egypt bondage 
that was overseen by a government run by Pharaoh.  He was worshiped as 
an incarnation of the sun god.  The Israelites came out from that govern-
ment lead by a Pharaoh into God’s government lead by a Moses.  We 
have got to come down to a word that says we have to have the gifts of 
God like never before, but we also have to have the government of God as 
never before.  You are not born into church.  You are born into the King-
dom.  If you are in the Kingdom, you are in the church.  However, you 
can be in the church but not in the Kingdom.  There are some churches 
not doing the will of God.  The government is on His shoulder, (Isa. 9:6).   
So, the Kingdom is God’s government into which we were born.  Govern-
ment is what it is all about.  That is why people who perceive the King-
dom cannot sit by in religion as usual, because we you get governmental, 
you’ll be opposed by thrones, dominions and principalities.   

 3.  The Kingdom comes into history on the earth gradually, incre-
mentally and progressively, like seed growing in the soil and like leaven 
in the lump.  This was Jesus’ description of the Kingdom coming.  The 
Jews of His day only had the Kingdom coming through a cataclysmic 
consummation at the end of the age, most of which was described in sym-
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bolic and apocalyptic language.  They only saw a kingdom in the distant 
future when the Messiah would come and /or when Israel would ascend as 
the chief of the nations.  However, the Apostles taught the Kingdom is 
eternal, established by the eternal Son of God, slain before the foundation 
of the world.  This is an eternal kingdom because of an eternal Son, eter-
nal Father and eternal Spirit.  If it is eternal, then it is past, present and 
future.  So, the Kingdom is come in what Jesus did in His first coming, 
definitively.  It is coming in history, progressively.  It will come when He 
returns, finally.  It is three dimensional like God.  The church has been 
victimized by gaps.  No wonder people are confused.  There is no gap in 
God.  God continues on forever.  He stands above all forever and He 
brings His Kingdom with Him and will continue to do that increasingly.  
It is growing like leaven in the lump.   You cannot get the leaven out of 
the lump. 

 4.  The Kingdom is universal and not confined to one ethnic 
group, namely Israel.   

Mat 21:43,  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken away 
from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.    He 
talked about the landowner and his rejected son.  This is not condemnation, it is 
recognition that the Kingdom is not going to be stewarded in the earth through 
one ethnic grouping.  It is going to be universalized.  The disciples in Acts 1, still 
had the kingdom somewhat confined to an ethnic grouping or nation.  Mat 8:10  
And when Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I 
say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. Mat 8:11  And I 
say unto you, that many shall come from the east and the west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven:    

 He told them more were coming outside the present boundary and parameter 
to sit down with true covenant heirs of the old covenant who walked in Abra-
ham’s faith, not a nation that has forsaken it.  In Acts 1 they were still limited in 
their thinking, but in Acts 2, Peter explained that this is all about David.  Three 
times he said it was about David.   So, the Lord is going to sit on David’s throne 
in the heavenlies.  That fulfills the covenant with David.  Then the event of Pen-
tecost, which was Jesus coronation, fulfilled God’s promise to David that Jesus 
would sit not on some earthly throne but at Father’s right hand.   When Acts 15 
talked about David’s tabernacle being restored, it is so that the rest of mankind 
may seek the Lord, the nations, the gentiles, the unreached ones.   Those that are 
not a people Hosea said are now a people.  God has peopled a people.  God has to 
people the church, not fill buildings up with people, but fill the people up with 
God.  When you look at this truth along with Dan 2:44,  Jesus’ Kingdom is the 
fifth in history and it has no successor.  Therefore, in history on the earth, the 
Kingdom has been  universalized and it continues to grow.  The fifth kingdom is 
so universalized that it will begin the historical process of encompassing and en-
veloping all other kingdoms of this world.   
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As far as I’m concerned, Rev. 11:15, has already happened, The kingdom of the 
world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.   They are His tonight legally, judicially and convenantally.  
They are not His yet experiencially and that is why we are still here.   

 5.  The Kingdom wages war aggressively against the kingdom of dark-
ness primarily through the church.  Angels join in.  This is Ephesians 6 war-
fare.  This is Jesus casting out devils. Fast forward to the end and this is God at 
the return of His Son abolishing the last enemy, death.  Death was defeated at the 
resurrection, but it is not yet abolished.  A lot of people are still dying and having 
funerals.  When He comes back, He deals with the last enemy, death.  I’m going 
to say it this way:  This means all the enemies before the last one are subdued 
before the end.  I think that is what it is saying.  There are more enemies than the 
last one.  This Kingdom is lead by a resurrected King and therefore it means that 
this Kingdom is not fully consummated until all its members have their resur-
rected bodies. 

 6. The kingdom is to be extended by obedience to the great commission.  
It is more than securing individual converts.  It is discipling nations and entire 
people groups according to all the commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In 
today’s terminology, it is invading the seven mountains of culture and kingdom-
izing them.  The great commission renews the dominion mandate Gen 1:28, 
which is a three-fold calling out of a three-fold anointing on prophets, priests and 
kings who are to reproduce and multiply , fill the earth and subdue the works of 
our hands.  Adam and Eve had a three-fold calling.  Between Genesis dominion 
mandate and the great commission mandate, you stop off at Isaiah 2, which is 
saying prophetically what Jesus said to do as all nations are streaming up the 
Lord’s mountain to learn His ways and walk in His paths.  His ways are better 
than ours and they bring absolutions for nations.  This is not universalism, but it 
is a massive conversion of the nations to the gospel. 

 7.  The Kingdom is a spiritual and redemptive kingdom, not a carnal 
and political one.  Jesus said, “My Kingdom is not of this world,” meaning the 
Kingdom does not originate here.  The Kingdom is impacting the world and in-
vading the world, but does not originate in this world’s system.  The kingdom is 
not political, but it impacts politics.  It interacts with political  structures, be they 
capitalism, socialism, marxism, facism or progressivism.  All those “isms” that 
the Lord interacts with had better, like Psalm 2 says, kiss the Son lest you perish.  
Jesus resisted efforts to make Him a political king.  The Jews wanted deliverance 
from the oppressive yoke of the Roman government.  Jesus could multiply fish 
and bread, so they thought they had a welfare thing that could overcome the Ro-
man government, but the Lord refused that.  Why would Jesus return and set up a 
political kingdom on earth which He resisted doing in His first coming?  He re-
turns, but not for that. 

 Seeing these essential truths of the Kingdom will cause every generation of 
Christianity to reevaluate its message, mission and methods of ministry.  No mat-
ter how much we preach it, the Holy Ghost has to show us.  It can’t be seen in the 
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natural.  It is a revelation.  Foundational to understanding all divine truths and to 
seeing all divine shifts in church history is a revelation of the Kingdom.  I’m 
thinking that the shifts we need to see, (historically, contemporaneously and fu-
turistically) happen because somebody perceives the Kingdom.  

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a 
relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the 
nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ 
internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully estab-
lished. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book is BATTLE FOR EARTH: GLOBALISM VS. NA-
TIONHOOD. This book and other materials may be found at his website: fmci.org or by 
calling the office 972-283-2262.) 

 John 1:1 reveals that Jesus was the Word who was present in the be-
ginning (Genesis 1:1) with God (Elohim). All things came into being 
through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come 
into being. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men (John 1:3-4 
NASB). So, the Father and the Son were united together before the very 
beginning of creation. The word beginning is the Greek word arche, 
which means to be first. Jesus and Elohim were together at the first of all 
things in heaven and earth before creation ever existed. In the origin of 
God’s creation, the Father and Son were in harmony or oneness. 

 The word beginning also speaks of rule and ruler or leader. More im-
portantly, the word beginning speaks to a cause. The term “word” is lo-
gos, which means the expressions of thought. These thoughts are the 
thoughts of God Himself. The expressions of the thoughts of Father are 
recorded throughout the 66 books of the Bible. So, logos can be a word as 
the expression of the thoughts of Father, a discourse, an orderly linking 
and knitting together in connected arrangements of words of the inward 
thoughts and feelings of the mind of Father Himself. In order for us to 
understand the heart of these discourses, we must make room in our hearts 
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to receive that word of His life. This could only be accomplished through 
Jesus, THE WORD. 

 Jesus is the Son of God and Personal Word that opens the hearts of 
men to receive the heartfelt truths of the Father. Jesus is called The Begin-
ning because He is the effective cause of creation. He is the Head because 
He is before all things and all things were created by Him and FOR Him. 
The cause of Jesus in the earth is to perpetuate the Father-Son relationship 
in the earth realm as the mirror image of The Father-Son relationship in 
the heaven realm. Jesus was and remains today the Father’s cause. From 
the very beginning of all things as we know it, Father determined that the 
relationship with Himself and Jesus would be perpetuated throughout all 
the generations of mankind. 

 We are fearfully, wonderfully, and uniquely made in the same image 
and likeness of the Father and Son. Paul declared, The first man Adam 
became a living soul. The last Adam became the life-giving Spirit (1 Co-
rinthians 15:45). So then, we are born into the earth as a living soul and 
born again into the eternal realm as His life-giving Spirit. This is the Spirit 
of the Father in operation through all of His sons and daughters. The Fa-
ther-Son relationship which was in place before time began was key in 
creation and Father’s original intent for all mankind. 

 John declared that the light of the Father was in the Son (John 1: 4-5). 
This life was the light of His Spirit that illuminates the inner man. Prov-
erbs 20:27 declares, The spirit of a man is the candle of the Lord, search-
ing all the inward parts of the belly. Jesus carried the life of the Father in 
His spirit. His spirit was illuminated like a candle illuminates a dark 
space. Our spirit becomes illuminated by the Holy Spirit when we receive 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior. In the very core of our being there comes 
the inner witness in our hearts that we are indeed the sons and daughters 
of the Living God. 

 This light in the core of our being is God in Spirit. This life can never 
be put out. This fire can never be extinguished. It is eternal and thereby 
shines forevermore! No darkness can choke it out. No pressures can put 
out the flame - trials and testing only fan the flames hotter and brighter. 
When the Holy Spirit shines into our hearts, we become instantly alive to 
the knowledge of the Father. We know that The Father has become our 
Father. 

 Whether anyone ever sees or acknowledges the light of Father inside us, the 
light of Holy Spirit is there, residing in our being. The stars in the sky shine con-
tinually whether anyone gazes upon them or not. The sun and moon shine 
whether we ever look at them or not. We do however see the light shining around 
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us without having to look at it. The Son Jesus fulfilled the Father’s cause in the 
earth for all of us throughout all generations by illuminating every heart with the 
opportunity to become one with the Father. Only a darkened soul filled with de-
pravity can be blinded to the light of the Father. A soul held captive by the or-
phan spirit is unable to seize the truth and life and light of this cause of father-
hood which is exhibited by and extended to ALL through Jesus. Jesus remains the 
true Light of the world (John 8:12) who illuminates every soul of man to the un-
derstanding of the reconciliation between Father and man. His light is meant to 
cause all men to see the Father and bring reconciliation between the two. The 
Father seeks to restore all men to His original design of union with His sons and 
daughters. 

 When Jesus entered the earth in the flesh, the Bible says that many did not 
know Him (John 1:10). He came to unite His own with the Father, but they did 
not receive Him. But others did recognize and receive Him, and those who did 
were given the authority of the father to become His sons and daughters with full 
rights and privileges. The primary purpose of salvation was never intended for us 
to build our personal kingdoms or to simply enjoy the miracles, signs and won-
ders, and benefits of our father-son relationship with Abba. The primary cause 
was to break the curse of fatherlessness described by the prophet Malachi 
(Malachi 4:6), and to destroy the orphan spirit by restoring the genuine father-son 
relationships in the earth. As sons and daughters, we are the reborn of God (John 
1:13). We have been regenerated as the procreation of the Father. This came not 
by human means or our own design nor by any human operation. It was and con-
tinues to be the ultimate will of the Father through His Son. He was made flesh 
and lived among mankind on earth, and John and others beheld His glory, the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). The 
original language of the Bible says that Jesus pitched His tent among us to taber-
nacle with us as the One and Only begotten Son of Father God. 

 Jesus is the only son ever to be eternal in origin and become born of flesh. 
Through Him, we as the flesh born sons became eternal sons through eternal re-
birth.  He was born into the earth by the Father.  He came to restore us to the Fa-
ther, and those who receive Him as Father become eternal sons with Jesus. John 
saw this clearly, and he recorded what he saw in 1 John 1:1-3: That which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life. 
For the life was manifested and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show to 
you that eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us. That 
which we have seen and heard, we declare to you so that you also may have fel-
lowship with us, and our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ. 

 The invitation never ceases, and the heart of the Father never grows cold. He 
continues as long as the earth exists to reach out to His beloved creation to re-
verse the curse of Adam in our lives and restore us to oneness with His heart. 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX and are national 
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officers and trainers for the International Fellowship of Chaplains. Larry’s latest book is 
titled The Orphan Heart and has impacted many lives. A number of churches have used 
the book as a study guide for weekly classes. He is also the author of Kingdom Life—
Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book you will discover why current church models are 
failing in America, why your church experience often leaves you empty inside, the true 
freedom and blessing that is found in the kingdom of God. Contact info:  
www.kingdomlife.org) 

       Blessed are those that hunger and thirst after righteousness.  Right-
eousness and the order of God establishes government.  In Romans 13, 
verse three begins to speak of civil government.  Rom 13:3  “For rulers 
are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the 
same: Rom 13:4  For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: 
for he is the minister of God, a revenger to [execute] wrath upon him that 
doeth evil.”  

        I read about a man who, back in 1853, said that because the church 
misunderstands righteousness and the place of civil government, the 
church will give way to oppressive government and not know how to deal 
with it.  He warned that this oppressive government would get their open 
door through the church.  He went on to say how blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst to see right prevail. This is not just a personal hunger for 
righteousness.  It goes beyond that to a hunger to see righteousness prevail 
in all human relationships, and he called that the center of human concern. 
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 Those who are humanists or progressives says everything solely de-
pends upon the choices of man. They are unpredictable.  The truth is that 
those who live according to the order of the Kingdom of God live and 
those that live against the Kingdom perish. 

 Rom 13:1  Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there 
is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 13:2  
Whosoever therefore resists the power, resists the ordinance of God: and 
they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.   These verses talk 
about all governments in general.  God has established authority in this 
earth.    Those that resist God’s government and order will bring judgment 
upon themselves.  Through order God administrates His Kingdom in the 
earth.  God is sovereign and His government is unlimited.  He is autono-
mous and He rules over all.  Government can only be established under 
God.  This nation can only be established under God.          

 Under God, with the government upon His shoulder, is Jesus Christ, and un-
der Christ is the word of God that should govern us. We cannot take God and His 
word out of this nation and it be governed.  The starting place for government is 
God and His order.  Next is man.  He is under Christ’s rule and he is dependent 
and delegated with limited governing authority and he is ruled by the word of 
God and his conscience.  Then you have family government under Christ. The 
family is dependent and delegated with limited governing authority, and rules by 
the rod. The church is independent, delegated and has limited authority, and it has 
the keys of the kingdom.  (Matt 16:18) Whatever they bind and lose is the power 
of the gospel that frees men from sin and judgment or tells men they are held in 
their sins.  This gospel has the power to give life or death. The gospel is one sided 
if it is only to make people feel good about themselves.  This gospel has to be so 
powerful that it can shape a nation. That means the gospel is strong enough to tell 
people they are free from sin or bound in their sins.  In Acts 8, when Phillip went 
to Samaria, Simon the Sorcerer wanted to buy the power of God.  That was key 
when Paul told him he was still bound in his sins.   

 Self-government, Family government, Church government and Civil govern-
ment have clear lines of limited authority.  The government is upon Christ’s 
shoulder.   He rules over all these governments.  Everything starts with self-
government when we come under Christ and govern our lives according to the 
Word of God as a deep conviction in our conscience.  So, we must have a Bibli-
cal world view.  Barna says that only 8% of the Body of Christ has a biblical 
world view in America.  All of life must be governed by the scriptures.  All of 
your thoughts have to be governed by the scriptures.  Family has to be governed 
by the scriptures so that it has order.  The church has order that has to be gov-
erned by the scriptures.  Civil government has an order that must be governed by 
the scriptures.  Without a biblical world view we fall into a  paradigm of spiritual 
and secular, as if some area of life does not have to be governed by scripture.  A 
biblical world view says that all of life, including family, government, arts and all 
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of culture must be viewed through scriptural principle.  If you don’t have self-
government, neither family government, church government nor civil government 
will work.  It all pivots on self-government under the rule of God.  If self-
government is in God’s order, family order will work.   

 Welfare comes through civil government when family and church govern-
ment fail. Civil government is supposed to protect the people, yet it needs family 
and church government to function properly because you cannot punish a man 
enough to bring peace.  The only way man can have peace is through a new heart.  
When the church and family quit functioning properly, the civil government steps 
in. The family and church should operate in their principles of caring for the 
needy without civil government welfare. Civil government says, “I’ll feed you,” 
and it must have taxes to do so.  When civil government says they’ll provide a 
house or medical insurance, taxes will go up.  We cannot make this a welfare 
state and not pay the price.  That is what happened to Israel in 1Samuel 8. They 
wanted a king like the other nations and the tax would be more than the tithe of 
God’s plan.  As well, the government would become oppressive.  Finally, when 
church government gives over its responsibility to civil government, it will get so 
big that it cannot keep a stable tax base to carry it.  We cannot have health care 
and feed everybody and housing for everybody and not pay the piper.   

 In the scripture, all that civil government is responsible for is protecting its 
citizens, protecting the church, protecting its families and punishing evil.  It has 
no other duty in the scripture.  Anything else is out of order and brings a govern-
ment under judgment.  Family has a direct role and should not come under civil 
government.  Education falls under family government.  If civil government takes 
on the responsibility of educating a generation, they will tell it how to think.  That 
is paying the price. 

 Welfare should be taken care of by the family or the church. If we knew how 
to handle the tithe and offering correctly, not wasting it on big buildings and in-
comes, the church could provide resources.  In the Old Covenant, God had an 
order for civil government, for the church, for the family. God had an order for 
welfare so that nobody went without.  Even in the marketplace, the way they 
gleaned their fields was without heavy taxes.  Heavy taxes is a result of getting 
out of God’s order, and heavy taxes will collapse the economy.  We must not be 
Christian socialists who believe in Jesus but want the government to take care of 
us. 

 The church deals with sin.  Civil Government deals with crime.  Not every 
sin is a crime, nor is every crime a sin.  Government says don’t murder.  The 
church says don’t get angry in your heart.  I can commit adultery without it being 
a crime, but God calls it sin.  Civil government says abortion is not a crime, but 
God says it is a sin.  Civil government is about punishment.  The church is about 
reforming.  It doesn’t work when the civil government tries to reform.   

 We are created to have good works in every form of government. The only 
success therefore, is Self-government, Family government, Church government 
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and Civil government being established in the order of 
God and His word.  Lord, so be it in these United States 
of America.    

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  
He is the lead teacher at the Word of Life Teaching Center in 
Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To contact him 
about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page 
study manual on the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teach-
i n g  C e n t e r  a t  9 3 6 - 6 3 9 - 2 0 0 0 ;    
Email: wol-luf@consolidated.net)(Reprint from 2011) 

 As I drive through my neighborhood I often see people walking. I 
wave as I pass by. When I see someone regularly, I will stop and intro-
duce myself just so I know their names. Well, I have seen this couple 
walking for years and I figured it was about time I got to know their 
names. So, I rolled up, got out of my car, and introduced myself. They 
were a little taken back. After our introduction, he settled down because 
he thought that I was going to “wallop” them by the way I got out of the 
car. Well, now I have a name with a face. One day Sam and Judy were on 
their regular walk and I stopped to speak with them. As we chatted and he 
found out that I was a pastor in Willis, he asked, “Is that the same church 
where Billy Traylor was?” I said. “Yes it is.” He then told me that he was 
Billy’s flight instructor that taught him to fly. I thought that was pretty 
cool. 

 So, after many stops and roadside chats, I had an aviation question for 
Sam. I asked about the “1 in 60 Rule”. This states that for every degree 
you are off course in 60 miles of flight, you will be off your destination by 
1 mile. Now, at first thought, that may not seem like much. Flying from 
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Willis to Houston is about 50 miles. So, I may only miss the airport by 1 
mile or so. But where this becomes a problem is when you stay on that 
course for long periods of time. If I fly to LA from Houston, I will be ar-
riving some 26 miles off course. If I fly from Houston to Hawaii, I will be 
65 miles off course. If I fly from Houston to Australia, now I’m 145 miles 
off course. The problem is not just being off course, it’s how long you 
stay on that heading. The longer you stay off course, the farther you will 
be from your destination. Another problem with being off course for so 
long is that you start having timing issues. You are not at the right place at 
the right time. This is a tactic of the enemy. If he can’t stop you, he may 
just try to delay you. This is the insidious nature of being off course for a 
long period. We keep looking at the 1 degree off instead of the hours, 
days, and even years we’ve been on that heading. A small thing multiplied 
over and over again becomes an exponential detriment in our lives. It’s 
not just how far off you are, but how long it takes you to get back in line 
with your destination. Your arrival is delayed and so too may be the con-
necting flights that are coordinated with God’s timing and purpose. 
Maybe we didn’t get the resources we needed because we were out of po-
sition to receive what was sent. Daniel’s prayer was answered the same 
day he prayed, but it was delayed. Daniel stayed in position until he re-
ceived the answer. 

 We just had a FMCI Pastor zoom meeting and the topic was “Small 
Things Matter.” The deception that the enemy uses is the mindset that the 
little indulgences to our soul and flesh is okay because they are only 1 
degree off but still on track. I’m not speaking of religious legalism. There 
is always a repentance that brings us back into alignment with God’s pur-
pose. The deception comes when we don’t realize that the real damage is 
done over time. As Sam and I spoke I asked, “So, do you realign yourself 
with your original flight path?” What he said stunned me. He said, “Well, 
it doesn’t really matter about your departure, what matters is your destina-
tion.” WHAT? He began to describe how people navigated before GPS 
systems. All around the country are beacons that emit a frequency. It is 
called a VOR (very high frequency omni-directional range) system. He 
explained that there is a system of beacons around the country and you 
can navigate by aligning yourself with that signal. It doesn’t matter what 
your visibility is or what the weather is like. There is an instrument on the 
cockpit dashboard with an arrow. You turn the knob till the needle is 
straight up and you align yourself with your destination. And then, Sam 
messed me up with what he said next, “This way your destination is draw-
ing you towards it.” Wow! I don’t have to worry about where I just came 
from or where I left so many years ago. All I need to do is align myself 
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with the signal drawing me to where I want to go. Dr. Martin Chadwick of 
the University College London, studied taxi drivers in London and they’re 
innate sense of direction. Their study found a part of the brain that allows 
for a sense of direction. They called it an internal compass. They called it 
a homing signal. They defined this homing signal as follows: this part of 
the brain not only tells you which direction you are currently facing but 
also which direction you should be facing in the future. They have found 
that humans have an internal compass that can not only determine where 
they are but where they need to be. The Bible calls this conscience. Our 
conscience led by the Holy Spirit can bring us to our desired haven. It’s 
the light of Jesus in all of us. Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path. Ps 119:105 

 The destination is more important than the departure. You may have 
gotten off track along the way for whatever reason.  Perhaps you believed 
a lie about yourself. Perhaps you trusted a person to help you that didn’t 
come through. Perhaps you thought someone’s financial abilities were 
going to fund a need, but it didn’t happen. Don’t grieve for lost hope and 
time. A pastor friend of mine had trouble with people returning after 
COVID. He was running multiple services on Sunday and two campuses. 
But, only half of his congregation made it back. He did everything he 
could to bring back those people until the Lord said, “Stop trying to re-
cover and start rebuilding.” That was the green light for him to stop look-
ing back at what was and look ahead to what will be. This is a great lesson 
for all of us. We have all been in similar situations. Be encouraged today. 
No matter how far we are off track we can repent (metanoia), and allow 
the purpose of God in our lives to draw us towards it. Today, God is re-
leasing a homing signal from His beacons by his Spirit. All we have to do 
is point the arrow in the right direction and follow the needle back into the 
purpose of God. 
(Joe Bogue is lead pastor at Grace Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, counselor and spiri-
tual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and marriage. He has also 
headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. He does a short livestream each Wednes-
day at 9:45am on the Grace Church Facebook page. His email is: PJoeB87@gmail.com * Website: 
gracewillis.org * Services at Grace are live each week on Grace’s Facebook page and there is an 
archive of videos on Grace Church’s YouTube Channel.)  

KATHY—This 2Chronicles 20, account lifts our heads and hearts. 
2Chron.20:14-“Then the Spirit of the Lord in their midst came upon 
Jahaziel and He said not to fear nor be terrified of the face of this 
huge enemy. It is God’s war.”  God is faithful to His people so we, 
like Israel, can expect God-ambushes and confusion in the ene-
mies’ camp that will have them turning on themselves. We will ex-
pect plunder, spoils, blessings and prospering economics. We can 
expect a consequence effect to be the fear of God awesomely 
coming to the nations.  Because God is faithful, we win!  
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 I have pulled together some dreams, visions and prophecies 
that, I believe, are insight into what is just ahead.  We are on the 
precipice of major overturning on a local, national and spiritual 
level. We could have been born at any time, but we are here now 
and get to be a part of this!  
 The chaos we are currently experiencing is being fueled by 
this: “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this,”  
Isaiah 9:7. His government is unseating powers and principalities 
and WE GET TO BE A PART OF THIS!  Here are the pieces I’ve 
pulled together. 
 In the  latter part of 2020, I had a vision about an EXPLO-
SION in the center of this nation which lead to a heart transplant for 
the nation, which then lead to the slime at the core of this country 
being dealt with while simultaneously the church as we have known 
it being changed completely.  A couple of months later I had a vi-
sion encounter with Winston Churchill. As we sat talking, an EX-
PLOSION happened behind us. We turned to see a huge fireball in 
the already dark distance. He stood up and said, “Come, come. The 
time is near. The victory is at hand.” 
 During the summer of 2021. I had a vision encounter with 
Abraham Lincoln. He and I were sitting in a room looking out onto 
our nation. A door opened accessing the nation and a WIND began 
to blow through the room and out the door. I knew the wind repre-
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sented freedom so I yelled out the door,  “Your freedom is at hand!” 
 At the beginning of this year, I was lying in bed when I 
heard hurried footsteps in the hall.  My door flew open but there 
was no one there. I got quiet to find out what was going on and had 
a vision:  I was standing next to a large conference table and there 
was a council of spirit beings surrounding it. At the head of the ta-
ble was the Father, God. From behind Him a massive WIND started 
blowing. The council member next to me said,“This wind must 
blow.” 
 The following is insights from prophetic people I personally know and 
trust, and all of this has come since July 2022.  Two friends dreamed of a vicious 
storm, and two friends saw massive waves for which they both postured them-
selves so as not to be overwhelmed as it came. My Pastor heard the Holy Spirit 
tell him, “It’s time to stretch.” As in, get warmed up for what you are about to be 
doing. These are quite a few heads up notices about explosions, winds, waves and 
storms! I believe we are being prepared for Dad’s declaration over 2022, 
“October 31st the underbelly of the USA will be exposed.” That runs a shiver 
down the spine! 
 On a regional level, I have felt like my prayers and declarations need to 
be focused on the state of Texas for the betterment of the nation. Here are some 
things that have been stirring regarding Texas. In July of this year (2022), friends 
in Frisco held a North Texas Revival to deal with a principality! During the re-
vival I saw a black lizard creature. A white tornado came up from the ground and 
a huge angel came out if it.  As the dark creature started to breathe fire, that angel 
landed a punch that went all the way through the back of its throat, and the lizard 
fell limp. 
 Eight years ago I dreamed a tsunami was about to hit Galveston, and no 
one would listen. No one could see it YET, but here we are. Ten years ago I had a 
vision and saw Texas completely outlines with trees. There was a door in the 
middle of the state that opened and a red flag came up out of it and started wav-
ing. Red here stands for covenant, and that flag was coming out of the heart of 
this state. That tsunami cannot land because we are under covenant! I have been 
praying Texas would be a slippery slope for evil agenda’s. What God does here 
in Texas will benefit the nation and the earth.  A couple of weeks ago while we 
were in a drought I was calling in rain and heard, “Rain is coming that will fill 
centuries of deficit. There will be new vegetation that will be answers to prayer 
and carry cures.” Come on! Lastly, I recently heard Clay Nash say, “People say 
‘Don’t mess with Texas,’ but Texas is about to mess with the nation.” 
 All of this gives insight for what’s just ahead. What we have to under-
stand is that some turbulence has to come because His government is unseating 
powers and principalities. What comes after this unseating of evil? God is estab-
lishing a new heaven and new earth right here. Is. 65:17, “For behold, I create 
new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or 
come into mind.” What’s coming after this is unspeakable, glorious and holy and 
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WE GET TO BE A PART OF IT.  Got it, love it!  Got it, thanks! 
(MELISSA will be speaking at KINGDOM CONGRESS March 1-3,2023 at 
Grace Church Willis. All info: martygabler.com/kc2023/. You may read 
more of her articles at martygabler.com/articles/. She also posts daily 
devotionals on Marty’s Facebook page.) 

 One recent morning, after a couple sips of coffee, ready to begin my 
morning prayer time, these words came out of my mouth, “Make me a 
house of prayer.” And then, before I realized fully what I was saying, I 
added, “and drive out the money changers.” Just three days earlier I had 
read the Matthew 21 account of Jesus going into the temple, overturning 
the tables and driving out all the merchants and money changers. As one 
who was raised in Sunday School, I remember most of the Bible stories I 
heard, along with the flannel boards used for illustration. The story of Je-
sus driving out the money changers from the temple seemed quite a con-
trast from most of the other pictures of Him blessing the little children and 
healing the lame. In light of my religious upbringing I could only interpret 
it one way: “Don’t make Him angry or you’ll regret it!” Christ was indeed 
angry that day but there is so much more going on in that scene. For many 
years I was of the belief that the message in this story was about keeping 
the intent and purposes of the church’s meeting place (usually a building) 
pure and holy. You know, things like telling the children not to run in the 
“house of God”, or “don’t sell merchandise in the sanctuary”. In my igno-
rance, I was holding on to an Old Covenant idea that God met with us in a 
physical structure like He did with the Israelites in the tabernacle and later 
in the temple Solomon built. The temple was the place where heaven and 



SEEC  Magazine          22                  October-December 2022 

earth met. The tabernacle was even designed to replicate the Garden of 
Eden, the place where God first met with man. All of that has changed 
now. When Jesus made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem riding on a 
donkey colt, the people shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” When 
He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” 
And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” (Matt 21:9-11) Locked in their own understanding, the people 
who shouted His praises were probably thinking, “Hallelujah, everything 
is going to change now!” And it did, but not the way they had thought. 

 Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and 
selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money-changers and 
the seats of those who were selling doves. And he said to them, “It is writ-
ten, ‘My house shall be called a House of Prayer’; but you are making it a 
robbers’ den.” The Blind and the lame came to him in the temple and He 
healed them. (Matthew 21:12-14)  I believe we are going to have to 
change our minds about the way we think of the temple. When Jesus 
walked into the temple that day He was making a huge announcement: 
“The building you call The Temple is no longer the place where heaven 
and earth touch. I am that place now.” In fact, Divine judgment would fall 
on the temple and Jerusalem itself in A.D.70, as Jesus himself prophesied 
it, (Matt. 24:1-2). Through Christ’s finished work in His death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension, we the church, both individually and corporately, are 
the temple, the House of God. We, now seated with Christ in heavenly 
realms (Eph. 2:6), are the place where heaven and earth meet. I am a 
house of prayer. You are a house of prayer. We are a house of prayer. 

 In John’s gospel we find another account of Jesus cleansing the tem-
ple: the Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  
He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, 
and found the money changers seated at the tables. He made a scourge of 
cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with their sheep and the oxen.  
He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their ta-
bles; and to those who were selling the doves he said, “Take these things 
away, stop making my Father’s house a place of business.” His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me,” (John 2:13-17).  Jesus’ fiery passion for his Father’s house is on full 
display here.  When I ask the Lord to make me a house of prayer, I am 
saying, “Let me be a place where heaven and earth meet.” I should then 
be ready for Him to come in with the same zeal he carried into the temple 
in Jerusalem that day. When I ask him to drive out the money changers, I 
am saying, “Make this temple pure. Make it the place you intended it to 
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be. Deliver me from old religious mindsets that are not in line with the 
mind of Christ.” 

 Who were the people Jesus drove out of the temple and why were 
they there? The temple’s main function was the offering of animal sacri-
fices. There was risk involved in bringing an animal from home since 
something could happen to it on the way.  So, many would choose to sell 
their animal and buy a replacement once they got to Jerusalem. There 
were money changers there to convert all the various currencies into the 
standard, and that was used to pay the annual temple tax. Because these 
people were providing an essential service, I believe Jesus’ actions were a 
prophetic act, predicting: 1) the destruction of the temple, and 2) that He 
is the new temple. In John 2:19 Jesus says, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 

 Jesus said He was going to prepare a place for us (John 14:1-6). 
Through his death, resurrection, and ascension, He has made us all to be 
temples (dwelling places) in the Father’s house. In this new awakening, 
Jesus is cleaning house in his temple (you, me, us) and bringing a fresh, 
new understanding that we are the place where heaven meets earth. It is 
imperative that we learn how to take care of the temple. Many of us take 
mbetter care of our houses and vehicles than we do the temple. Taking 
care of the temple is more than just caring for our physical bodies, as im-
portant as that is. Taking care of our souls is even more necessary. We’ll 
spend 

thousands of dollars on diets, supplements, and gym memberships (not to 
mention all the hours spent), but can’t seem to find the time to set aside an 
hour to pray in the morning. Jesus himself took the time to be alone with 
his Father on a regular basis. Who do we think we are, to need anything 
less than that? Let us have the eyes of our understanding opened to realize 
the zeal Christ has for his house! (John 2:17) This word, zeal (Zelos) 
means “jealousy”, like the jealousy of a spouse. When Isaiah prophesied 
of the coming Messiah (Isaiah 9:7) and the increase of his government he 
said, “…and the zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall perform this.” The word 
zeal (Qinah) means “jealousy” also.  His fiery zeal is going bring this 
about and it will happen through us! When we become consumed with his 
zeal, prayer and seeking his face will become a delight instead of a duty. 

 “And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed 
them.” (Matt. 21:14) The blind and the lame are coming! They are coming 
to the temple, the place where heaven and earth meet, and they need mira-
cles. They are looking for someone who has been with Jesus. “Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and they perceived that they 
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were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recog-
nized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) Jesus only did what he 
saw the Father do, and when we’ve been with Jesus, we’re going to look 
and act like him. The old temple is gone, the new temple is here, and it 
looks like Jesus! 
(Kevin Sherman leads Men of Grace, the men’s ministry at Grace Church in Willis, TX. He 
also has a blog you can visit: asyouthink org. He has four sons, two daughters-in-law, and 
a granddaughter.) 

 The last decade has shown an alarming rise of changing the original 
words, truths, and principles that we know and have embraced as believ-
ers.  There are many born before the last decade that, I’m ashamed to say, 
that have bought into the lies, and made a mockery of truth…i.e., saying 
there are many ways to God, approving an effeminate and homosexual 
lifestyle, etc.  There’s a “new fleshly lust” filling the callings of newly 
minted ministers and worship leaders. Surprisingly, it’s not porno or look-
ing at nudity, etc., it’s lusting for a position in ministry that God has not 
called or anointed them for (which is still sin). It’s a dissatisfied spirit that 
yearns for men’s approval and lusts for the higher seats and position in the 
Ecclesia, even among the five-fold. Where are those who are opposing 
these errors and standing on truth? Too many are bowing before what others 
think is okay and placating them for fear of losing power, position and support 
financially. People can compromise the truth of God and spin this any way they 
want, but scripture says if we change any of God’s word, (its original meaning) 
and become a partner endorsing anyone who does, we are as guilty as they are.  
Truth is, we certainly can suffer loss. How have so many managed to retreat from 
absolute static truth? Are we being duped? 
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 Recently, the verse came before me that says don’t be ignorant of the en-
emy’s devices. Immediately I heard “Don’t be ignorant of God’s devices to frus-
trate the enemy”. For those who yearn for approval from men and the spotlight, 
the scripture teaches that they have their reward. There will be nothing in eternity 
as a reward by going around God’s plan and purposes. Men’s approval will only 
be celebrated here and here alone! I’ve already been challenged in my heart as to 
my every intentional motive while in His employ. Being very transparent, I had 
to question my own motives. Of course, everyone appreciates “atta boys” and 
pats on the back, but if that is your motive and you receive it, there’s nothing left 
to reward.  

 I am so thankful for those who are doing amazing work in God’s Kingdom 
and those who are keeping it in alignment with Scripture. Let us double down and 
check our motives and decisions with holy writ as we discern the times. We are 
being tested to assuage, compromise or be an agent of appeasement in matters of 
truth, and it will continue to rise in the coming months and years.  If these errors 
are permitted in our lives, our teachings and ministries, it can and will affect gen-
erations, even your children and grandchildren. What we sow or allow sown, will 
be exactly what Christ said about the “tares sown by an enemy.” They look okay, 
but it’s not from the same seed.  Our personal sphere of influence is our responsi-
bility. Many of you are national and international leaders. My sense is “you won’t 
succumb to these temptations”, but you will be faced to defend the truth wherever 
error arises, and we must speak the truth in love, but remain unmovable in our 
support of the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship. In truth, we must defend what 
we believe and who we believe in, even unto death. Sound harsh? The antithesis 
is worse. It may seem that nothing else can surprise us anymore in ministry. We 
can’t say that we’ve seen it all, time is still unfolding and we must redeem our 
personal time and make it count daily. When Joshua was about to lead Israel into 
the promised land, the Lord told him, “You’ve never been this way before.” I 
believe there are new “ways” and territories to conquer.  Some will seem “old 
hat”, but others will be extremely challenging, but victorious. 

 The very first sign in scripture that warns us that these crucial times of stand-
ing for uncompromising truth would come is the term “a falling away” or 
“apostasy”.  Strong’s Greek says “defection from the truth, forsake, falling 
away”. Seeing that there is to “be” a falling away, there must first be a stable be-
lief system in our attitude toward truth. For some, it just doesn’t mean as much as 
it used to. Many are saying, “I’m okay with going along with the crowd, we’re in 
a different culture, we need to be more inclusive, etc”. Well, when Peter had 
Ananias and Sapphira bring an offering of “part” of the proceeds of the land sale, 
and the Holy Spirit said to Peter they’re lying, he didn’t have a heart change to 
allow the “to go along/get along”! We’ll refine them once they’re in our fellow-
ship. No! He called them out and, (I know this may seem harsh in these days of 
inclusion), but he judged them by calling them out and they died! “A little 
leaven”? There are churches splitting in every denomination, defending the truth! 
Or, how about Paul, I mean after all, the woman was praising him for all the sal-
vation he was preaching.  She was a diviner, and Paul, greatly annoyed, (ESV), 
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commanded the spirit to come out of her and she could not perform her fortune-
telling anymore. Why were her owners mad?... Finances! Is there anything that 
will cause the real church today to “settle” or “accommodate” error? We must 
understand others will follow us in our errors, as well as our truths.  May the Lord 
Jesus help us in our stability in belief in the truth and oppose the lies of the en-
emy and the weakness of the soul that have plowed, but have looked back! 

 Recently I read “Be ye holy for I am holy”. It dawned on me quickly that He 
didn’t say “Do holy”, He said “be”. We can’t do until we first be-come. We can 
represent the image of Christ in us to this generation without compromise. 

(Lynn Burling is a retired pastor. He is Texas Bishop for the Association of Evangelical 
Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. He is an apostle to lead-
ers and pastors in multiple countries worldwide. lynnburling@sbcglobal.net) 

 Paul told Timothy a valuable insight. It was a charge he gave him. A 
charge was a command that was not to be taken lightly and was expected 
to be heeded. Paul gave 6 charges to Timothy over the 2 books written to 
him. This is the first or foundational charge. The word commit following 
the word charge was the passing of the charge into the hands of Timothy 
to steward. 

1 Timothy 1:18–19 (KJV 1900) — 18 This charge I commit unto thee, 
son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, 
that thou by them mightiest war a good warfare; 19 Holding faith, and a 
good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have 
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made shipwreck: 

 The word war means to make a military expedition, to lead soldiers to war or 
to battle, (spoken of a commander). It is a verb or action word. Paul was expect-
ing Timothy to go on military conquest or campaign, a mission. He was to be 
strategic in the advance of the kingdom. But not by natural means but by spiritual 
means. It was to be a “good” warfare. The word “good” means excellent in na-
ture. It would hold the nature of Christ and the spirit of excellence. It was battle 
that was to be done a certain way. As he did this the outcome would be a warfare. 
The word warfare means a military campaign. Military service, discharge of ap-
ostolic duties. It is the word Strateia which is the root of our word strategy. It is a 
noun and descriptive of something accomplished. The outcome of deciding to 
lead others would result in strategic warfare. 

 Paul refers to how to strategize in this warfare, it is found in the prophetic 
words Timothy had been given when he was commissioned. It was what God said 
over his life. Paul connects the warfare is related to what was said prophetically 
over Timothy. The ability to lead others is related to the prophetic words spoken 
over our lives. It also holds the strategy we are looking for in how to conduct our 
campaigns, mission and visions. It is connected to kingdom exploits and advance-
ments. This tells us how prophecy will also reveal what kind of things will try to 
stop us from fulfilling our destiny. Paul was saying to Timothy the battle is not 
just about your life but it is about Timothy’s destiny upon the earth and the work 
he had been assigned for the Kingdom of God. 

 Paul tells us the destiny and fulfillment of Timothy’s words will not occur by 
himself, but he will need to enlist other soldiers to war with him. The destiny was 
not about Timothy’s life but what Timothy was to accomplish with His prophetic 
words. He had been given the weapon of war within his prophecy and instruction 
to convey the importance of what he carried to others. The prophecy would hold 
such hope, power and vision that it would convince others to aid Timothy and 
join alongside him. Paul would tell him later to find faithful men able to teach 
others also. This is not just doctrinal instruction but prophetic strategy that would 
be sustained to generations coming forth from the prophetic word. 

 The Power of Prophecy over a life is seldom accessed or seen as a tool of 
warfare. Your prophetic words are a battle plan for your life. These words must 
be worked out and strategized over. They must be safeguarded as well. Paul 
would also warn Timothy that as a good solider he was not to be entangled with 
the affairs of this live. The entanglements come to diminish the prophetic words 
over His life. This prophetic word carried great force and power and worldly af-
fections would reduce its impact. A strong word requires the application of force 
and resistance to whatever would hinder them from fulfillment. 

 Perhaps if prophetic words were not so flowery but actually carried the sense 
of true kingdom destiny others would engage them. Perhaps if prophecy were at a 
higher level, we would have the strategy we are looking for. Make war with your 
prophecy. Your prophecy is your battle plan given to you by God to fulfill. (This is 
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a small portion of a class I recently taught in Legacy School, our online school.) 

(Greg Crawford is ordained through the Federation of Ministers and Churches International. He has 
a revelatory speaking gift and unique ministry of laying on of hands. He is connected with many 
national leaders and gives counsel and insight to help current ministry leaders. He pioneered the 
ministry now called The Base. He has a desire for spiritual fathering and has traveled to many na-
tions conducting leadership conferences. Greg is also the author of numerous books including King-
dom Discipleship, Kingdom Eschatology and Kingdom Centers. Mailing address: The Base  1707 
NW 104th St.  Clive, Iowa 50325; Email: info@thebaseiowa; Website: www.thebaseiowa.org) 

 Just about everything in our nation (might as well include the world), 
that darkness has to offer, has gone to the next level of what it was before 
the nation-shaking events of the last couple of years. Our lives, families, 
churches and communities have been deeply affected and events have 
hurled a need, nay, a challenge in our faces to overcome them. I think that 
a sober consideration of those events and their fallout will show us that we 
cannot continue to operate at the same level we deemed satisfactory here-
tofore. It is hard to just settle for what is presently evident in our environ-
ment when God Almighty has shown us in His Word that His sons/
daughters are expected to call upon Him and know the breadth, length, 
depth and height of Him (Eph.4:18) that we have not known before and 
even expect to be filled with “the fullness of God” (Eph.3:19). We are 
also expected to embrace the provision of our Lord (Eph.4:12) that we 
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might receive “perfecting” [completing] and come “unto the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph.4:13). That large mouthful of 
descriptive words does not leave room for maintaining a present level of 
acceptableness and biding our time until we can get some relief at the 
coming of the Lord. In Paul’s writings we find a great example of a holy 
dissatisfaction. Phil.3:12,Amp—“NOT that I have now ATTAINED, or 
have already been made perfect, but I PRESS ON to LAY HOLD of 
(grasp) and make my own, that for which Christ Jesus (the Messiah) has 
laid hold of me...”  In the ensuing verses he adds terms like “straining” 
“reaching forward” and “pressing”. There are levels and potential await-
ing us. 

 “God has great things in store for you. Do not settle for where you are 
but go to the next level. Many of us are stuck in the same place in our 
lives, ministry and career that we were five years ago not amounting to 
our full potential. We become comfortable with what worked yesterday 
not realizing that God is calling us to another level; another level in our 
ministry; another level in our career and another level in our lives.” (Eston 

Swaby, Go to the Next Level.) The significance of going to the next level 
reaches vitally beyond our individual person and is stated poignantly by 
Jim Hodges (SEEC Magazine): “The battle rages because there are spiritual, 
cultural, and political forces which oppose the Gospel and its growth. 
These forces are adversarial, evil, and wicked. Thus, we need to go the 
next level in our responsibilities in intercession and involvement on all the 
fronts of the battle!  I remind you of what the old hymn says: “There is 
victory in Jesus”. 

 In speaking of Getting Ready for the Next Level it would be-
hoove us to consider some basic meaning in that title. NEXT 
LEVEL: next step, next move, following step, what follows, next 
on the list, next stage, next phase, what comes next, follow-up, fur-
ther action, future action, next in order. GETTING READY: Faith, 
stepping out, moving toward (not satisfied with status quo, with 
where we are, with just letting things bump along as is), not the 
same old attitude; not staying in the same rut. Ex.14:13-16,Amp—
”Moses told the people, Fear not; stand still (firm, confident, undis-
mayed) and see the salvation of the Lord which He will work for 
you today. For the Egyptians you have seen today you shall never 
see again.  14 The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your 
peace and remain at rest.  15 The Lord said to Moses, Why do you 
cry to Me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward!”  The time is 
ripe for going forward to the next level, to that which beckons us 
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onward to victory. 

 It could be, perhaps, that if you are (1) in a wilderness (Moses), (2) a 
prison (Peter), (3) a boat filling up with water (disciples on lake) or (4) the 
middle of a group of people on their way to throw you off a cliff (Jesus—
He went from being little known to becoming widely known Lk.4:28-30) 
that you are not forsaken or forgotten about or being punished. Look what 
Jesus got to experience going to the next level: v.30-“Then passing 
through the midst of them, He went His way.”-What did that look like? 
Just exactly how did that happen? Not many people in history (if any) 
have experienced something on that level. V.32 speaks of a new level of 
authority after that; casting out demons effortlessly, diseases healed. It 
may be that you are being processed to be able to stand in the next level.  

 There are a variety of excuses for not going to the next level or 
through God-ordained doors of opportunity. Some of the doors we are 
supposed to go through are just beyond temptation. Some of them are just 
beyond ignorance and neglect and some are just beyond lethargy. Temp-
tation can be resisted, ignorance can be displaced by willful pursuance of 
knowledge and wisdom. Neglect can be exchanged for responsible activ-
ity and lethargy can be handled by self-government. Don’t get stuck in 
the past, don’t even get stuck where you are. Isa.43:18—“Do not 
[earnestly] remember the former things; neither consider the things of old.  
19 Behold, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs forth; do you not per-
ceive and know it and will you not give heed to it? I will even make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." There are people/family 
waiting for us to make the right choices to get beyond the hindrances that 
stand between us and the next level in advancing the Kingdom purposes 
of Yahweh in this earth. 

      If you will hear it, I declare over you that those things that have made 
the gate “narrow” (Matt.7:14) by virtue of their presence will not be the 
obstacles in the coming year that they were in the past year. They will not 
be those obstacles because you will not allow them to be. You will not 
give them the place they have had in your life in the past and they will not 
prevent your passing to the next level of effectiveness the King intends. 

      New levels there are and we shall rise to them. Doors there are and we 
shall go through them. We shall walk through them, we shall run through 
them and those who go with us shall experience the Kingdom of God…. 
on earth as it is in heaven. Rise up, go through, walk through, run through 
and if you have to…. battle through! 

FULL POTENTIAL IS STILL OUT THERE… (waiting) 

 



A Button For Secure Credit
Card Donations Is Available:
http://seecministries.org*T

h
a
n

k 
yo

u
 f

o
r 

p
ra

yi
n

g
. 

A
ft

er
 e

ac
h

 i
ss

u
e 

is
 m

ai
le

d
, 
m

o
re

 d
at

es
 g

et
 a

d
d

ed
 t

o
 t

h
e 

ca
le

n
d

ar
. 

B
le

ss
 y

o
u

 f
o

r 
p

ra
yi

n
g

 f
o

r 
u

s.
* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS

Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.
Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com

PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US
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MELISSA—To sum up this vision, there is a major transplant being done on 
this nation.  It is not only getting a new heart but the breath of God is going to 
blow through the nation and through the core, the innermost being of this na-
tion. This is not a surface thing happening, this is a deep internal work God is 
doing.  He is restructuring this nation from the inside out.  This restructuring is 
going to cause the church to come to life and that which has been a stagnate, 
lifeless memorial to the past way of doing things is being replaced with new life 
that will continue to grow and give life.  The old structures are coming down to 
make way for the new which is alive and thriving.  


