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 When I mention Kingdom in this article, I am speaking of God’s rule 
or government, power, authority and order. I am referring to the rule of 
Almighty God that is eternal, ever-present and everlasting and that will 
always express His original intent and purpose. The term “awakening” 
includes two parts, awareness and response. Just as we really don’t know 
we are asleep until we wake up, neither do we realize we are unaware of 
something until we become aware of it.  So awareness is the first step to-
ward awakening.  Just as you can be aware it’s time to get up and go to 
work but doze off again, a genuine awakening doesn’t happen until you 
get up and go to work. So the second part of awakening is response or 
participation or follow-up on your awareness.  An awakening of any kind 
involves both awareness and response.   

 Mary’s experience in the first chapter of Luke is a vivid example of 
awakening.  The angel Gabriel came from standing in the presence of God 
to make Mary aware of God’s plan.  As a Jewish girl, Mary had heard that 
God would send the Messiah to earth, but when Gabriel explained she was 
part of that plan, he turned a light on for her to a never-before-in-history, 
unique awareness!  And she responded to Gabriel’s declaration and reve-
lation with,  “Be it unto me according to your word.”  With that response 
Mary stepped into a life-changing awakening, a world-changing awaken-
ing.  In fact, it was the beginning of the Greatest Awakening in history 
and one that has never stopped rippling through history.  Neither did it 
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ever stop rippling through Mary’s life.  Her awakening ushered her into 
the Kingdom of God as she watched her son grow and heard Him teach about 
God and His Kingdom.  She saw Jesus operating in Kingdom authority by ruling 
over nature when He spoke to the storm and when He walked on water.  She saw 
Him take dominion over evil spirits and sickness and even death.  In real time, 
Mary witnessed the Kingdom of God manifesting in the earth.  Simultaneously, 
there was an awakening going on inside Mary that connected her to her identity, 
her purpose and her position in destiny and established her as chosen and af-
firmed by her Father God.  Awakening brought her into a Father/Daughter rela-
tionship.  

 Any genuine God-awakening will generate relationship because God’s plan 
from the very beginning in the garden was first and foremost, relationship.  He 
fully intended then and still intends for us to be His Sons and Daughters.  Our 
Father in heaven created Adam in His image, as an offspring carries the likeness 
of their father. God then met with Adam daily as a son in training.  That’s rela-
tionship.  Adam was getting to know his Father’s heart so that he could steward 
earth according to His  Father’s design and desire, and all was going well until 
the “Adam-bomb”.  What the Adam-bomb damaged above all else was relation-
ship.  Of course then, the Good News is that Jesus, the last Adam, came to be the 
Way, the Truth and the Life to restore relationship (Jn.14:6).  A God awakening 
draws people into relationship with the Father as it restores identity and position 
and purpose and a future legacy.  That restoration ripples into a family, a commu-
nity, a business and beyond. That’s how God-awakenings ignite revival.  We’re 
not talking the impossible dream but rather the plan of God.  And if God’s plan 
seems absolutely impossible and unreachable in the present darkness and spiritual 
wickedness in high places of our nation and world, then consider that as evidence 
that we are at the point of an Awakening!  

           When we Look at our own nation, the evidence is in plain sight.  Or we 
could say that the stench is in plain smell!   We are at the point of a must-have 
Awakening!  Right here in these United States of America,  in our “Christian” 
nation, there is corruption in high places with no shame whatsoever,  and the 
world is watching! Dark forces with lethal agendas are targeting our entire way of 
life, trying to kill our economy with a biological-warfare virus and then killing 
people with the vaccine for the same weaponized virus.  I’m not saying every 
vaccine is going to kill you, but the killers are out there.  Then there are repulsive, 
perverted things going on deep within our nation’s darkness, deep as in literally 
underground atrocities in tunnels.  In addition to the millions of babies already 
murdered through abortion, thousands of children are trafficked and sacrificed to 
Satan in these United States of America.  I’m talking blood sacrifices so that the 
blood from tortured children can be used for a drug that elites buy to use for a 
high and a fountain of youth serum.  They pay big money so they can live out 
their depraved lusts and reprobate imaginings.  We must see the light and be the 
Light of God that pierces this present darkness that’s trying to rule the world!  
God’s purpose for America is to display His Kingdom, His rule, His power and 
His will being done, not to self-destruct as a nation and lead the world to hell! 
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 And at the mention of hell, let me say that the Awakening and Revival in 
motion will not be known for emphasis on preaching “heaven or hell, turn or 
burn”.  Actually, neither heaven nor hell is a life-giving daily focus, and we are 
not looking for an awakening based on golden streets or fear of hell.  (Neither 
luxury nor fear is a healthy motivation for relationship, nor the path to abundant 
Life.)  Awareness of God and participation as a son or daughter that demonstrates 
His Kingdom on earth (as Jesus did) is the Awakening we need because that’s an 
awakening that will ignite Revival based in RELATIONSHIP! 

(Kathy is a prophet/teacher, intercessor, author and mentor. She leads SEEC Ministries International 
with her husband Marty. Her books, videos and audio teachings on dreams and Kingdom perspec-
tive have had impact throughout the world. Excerpts from her teachings may be viewed on Marty’s 
Facebook page several times a week. Her archived magazine articles are available at marty-
gabler.com) 

 Gen 14:17-20, Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer 
and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him 
at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).  And Melchizedek king 
of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most 
High.  He blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most High, Who has 
delivered your enemies into your hand." He gave him a tenth of all.  

 Abram had 318 men.  Actually, when he went from Ur of the Chal-
dees he won souls in Haran.  It was almost like he was evangelizing on 
the way to destiny.  He gathered and trained these men and they went to 
battle with him to rescue Lot.  The story unfolds in the Valley of the 
Kings.  They chased the Babylonian kings that kidnapped Lot.  In my 
opinion, this victory of Abram and his coalition over five kings, is a pro-
phetic picture of the later conquest of Canaan under Joshua.  Abram had 
to enter the land to secure it for his descendants according to the promise, 
but it was not subdued until Joshua’s day. When the descendants of Abra-
ham did later go in to take the land, that is the ultimate prophetic battle in 
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the Bible because it is the battle that is the model to set up the inheritance 
of all the nations for King Jesus, starting with the nation of Canaan.  This 
is the Holy Land.  Driving out the Canaanites is a picture of God’s pur-
pose in history.  Canaan is not a type of heaven.  There are no ugly giants 
in heaven!  Canaan is a type of the earth that needs to be conquered by the 
gospel.  Abram’s life and the lives of his descendants are a typological 
pattern showing how the Kingdom of God conquers enemies so that the 
sons of light inherit the earth.  Before God can possess the earth, He has to 
possess some men and women.  He had to possess Abram. (God’s prob-
lem is not conquering the earth but conquering the guy in the mirror.)  So 
the ekklesia is simply a people conquered by the love of God who’ve been 
called to govern the earth as representatives of the eternal Kingdom.   

 Let’s look at Abram’s pathway to victory.  It can enlighten our path-
way and show us our journey as we move forward to fulfill God’s King-
dom purpose.  Spiritual sons and daughters of Abraham through Christ, 
the Seed of Abraham, are called to fulfill this mission.  It started with 
Abram but can’t be fulfilled with Abram only.  It has to be fulfilled when 
the Seed of Abraham comes.  According to Galatians 3:16, it is not seeds, 
not ethnicities but The Seed singular, the covenant Seed called Jesus.  In 
Matthew Chapter One, the Messiah is called son of Abraham, son of 
David.  In Abraham we access our redemption.  In David we access our 
royalty.  Therefore, redeemed, royal ones are in this battle. 

 1) The CALL.  In Genesis 12, Abram was called to move so God 
could fulfill His purpose through him.  The Call is first for all of us.  He 
calls us to Himself.  Call is the root meaning of ekklesia.  We are called 
out from sin and the dominion of darkness and Satan’s kingdom and 
called to the Lord God to worship and serve His purpose.  We as the 
ekklesia are called to govern on earth on behalf of our exalted King.  It all 
starts with a call.  And, no matter how awesome someone is, they did not 
call themselves, God calls us.  Abram moved from Ur and went to Haran 
and then to Canaan and it was more than a geographical move.  It was a 
spiritual transition.  He had to move because he had been living among 
idolators.  They were in his house, even his own dad, Terah.  Even though 
they were descended from Shem with the right ethnicity, idolatry was the 
wrong behavior.  God calls us out to call us in and that sometimes in-
volves readjustment in the natural family.  The issue is not genealogy but 
correct ethical behavior.   

 2) The COVENANT.  God intended to cut covenant with this man He 
had called.  In the process of call and covenant that Abram was experienc-
ing, God told Abram about his many descendants to come and Abram 
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simply believed God.  That is the root of Paul’s teaching on justification 
by faith.  Abram believed God and God reckoned it to him as righteous-
ness.  God so wanted Abram to walk in His purpose that He condescended 
to make a covenant as men in ancient cultures did.  Surrounded by slain 
animal parts, men would cut covenant with one another by exchanging 
garments, belts and making a slight cut in their right hands to merge their 
blood.  All true covenants involve scars and pain.  And of course, that 
speaks of Calvary.  In Genesis 17, the covenant was sealed by circumci-
sion and Abram’s name was changed.  He became Abraham which means 
exalted father, but he had no children.  God names it before He does it.  
Abraham had to become a son of God in order to inherit the land of Ca-
naan because the earth is going to be inherited by the sons of light.  Sons 
of light battle and overcome the sons of darkness.  In circumcision, God 
adopted Abram as a son.  He couldn’t be a father unless he was a son.  
God’s Kingdom plan was in motion through Abraham. 

 3) The CAUSE.  The Kingdom cause that God and Abram partnered 
together in was to possess and steward the earth until it reflects heaven.  
God has a cause.  He is intentional, purposeful and relentless.  He works 
through fallible individuals, fallible nations, fallible supreme courts and 
fallible attorneys and yet He is successful.  Romans 13:4 says the civil 
ruler has a sword to avenge evil.  The ekklesia has a sword in their mouth.  
The Spirit of the Lord in us sends out not only scripture but also rhema or 
revelatory words that are dynamic and timely for people and nations.  Nei-
ther the civil sword nor ekklesia sword can be left in storage because evil 
is not only to be exposed, it must also be prosecuted to avenge evil.  
Abram’s cause was to raise up descendants who would enter, war, con-
quer and possess the land of Canaan, (which is a type of the earth.) The 
promise in Romans 4:13 was that Abraham and his descendants were 
heirs of the world. 

 4) The CONFLICT.  Conflict comes with the Kingdom cause.  Our 
pastor took a public stand for a God-cause and the city counsel wanted to 
shut down the church.  Conflict comes with the journey.  Jesus made sure 
the disciples clearly understood this when He said, In the world you will 
have tribulation but be of good cheer I have overcome the world, (the 
fallen system).  The Bible is full of conflict: Cain against Able, Nimrod 
building the tower of Babel to oppose nationhood that God ordained, four 
globalist empires in the statue in Daniel rising against God’s Kingdom 
cause in the earth, Herod against Christ was killing babies in Bethlehem.  
That same conflict continues to rise up in pagan cultures.  Killing children 
is still in conflict today with the Kingdom cause as people vote for un-
righteous policies of abortion and do not prosecute stealing and selling 
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children.  Another conflict today in our nation is statism as civil govern-
ment acts like it is God.   

 5) The  CONQUEST.  The good news regarding our spiritual journey 
is the last step.  After the call, the covenant, the cause and the conflict 
comes the conquest.  Abraham knew God to be Elohim the Creator, but 
Melchizedec introduced another name of God to Abraham, El Elyon, the 
most high, possessor of heaven and earth.  That meant God was not 
merely the Creator who set creation in place and then vanished leaving it 
to flounder on its own. No, in God’s names we discover God’s mission.  
The Lord God possesses the earth and He wants His people to possess it 
with Him.  That was the intent for getting Abraham to Canaan.  God’s 
people are called into covenant to fulfill God’s cause and think like own-
ers, not renters.  That includes overcoming every conflict to do so. 

  Some people believe the devil wins in history and God only wins after 
history.  However, the gates of hell do not prevail against the ekklesia 
church that Jesus is building.  That means the ekklesia prevails.  The au-
thority of God’s Kingdom prevails over the kingdom of Satan.  Christ the 
King and His Kingdom through His ekklesia people actually win in his-
tory before the end.  There isn’t perfection this side of the resurrection but 
there is a prevailing victory that is evident and can only be topped by the 
return celebration of the King.  God doesn’t only win in heaven, He wins 
on earth in history.  

 We the ekklesia are called to be what the seven churches of Asia mi-
nor were called to be, overcomers.  These churches that John addressed in 
the book of Revelation were being weakened by internal problems and 
attacked by severe persecution from the emperor cult (that worshiped the 
caesars in the Roman empire.)  So the Church was being attacked exter-
nally and weakened internally, and the Holy Ghost was urging them 
through John to be overcomers.  Having survived 2020, perhaps we 
should declare 2021 the year of the overcomer.  Overcomer is the same 
word for victor and conqueror.  In Romans 8:37 Paul said that followers 
of Jesus are more than conquerors.  The words more than there translate 
as hyper. The Church is not to be passive and laid back but hyper-
overcomers, preeminently victorious in their mission.   

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, 
apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having minis-
tered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching 
apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book 
WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materials may be found at 
his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262.) 
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 In the last volume of SEEC magazine I shared an encounter I had with 
Sir Winston Churchill and scenes and statements he made keep playing on 
repeat in my head.  In one scene in particular He and I were walking into 
the core of this nation and the land was scorched and completely devas-
tated by this current war we are in.  The cocktail of fearmongering, ex-
treme indoctrination, lies, corruption, evil and depravity has created a 
mess of this nation.   

 I’ll get back to the Winston Churchill encounter but I have to ask, 
how did we get in such a mixed up mess? How is this administration in 
office?  Did we not pray and fast enough? What happened with the proph-
ets? Did they just get it all wrong??? 

 Let’s answer a question with a question.  Did the prophets miss it or 
did they step into the future and bring something back that doesn’t fit in-
side man’s timeline, structures, or government? Did they bring back di-
vine strategy that’s bringing down man’s coma-inducing agenda? Are we 
so unaccustomed to miracles that we limit our hope to the boundaries of 
man’s timeline, structure, and government? Oh boy, this is all so much 
bigger than we understand at the moment and no, I don’t believe the 
prophets all went crazy and got it wrong.  When you are so accustomed to 
living a sub-standard life due to fearmongering, extreme indoctrination, 
lies, corruption, evil and depravity in media, education, entertainment, and 
religion the true intentions of God cause a massive uproar.  That massive 
uproar is awakening.  Things have to be shaken to WAKE. US. UP.   

 A friend of mine dreamed this year that her Pastor walked up to her 
and said, “Acts 1:7” - It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 
Father has put in His own authority.  Well, hello!  It’s not for us to under-
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stand every move He is making.  It is our job to stand and believe He is, in 
fact, making the moves He said He would make.  Are the prophets wrong 
or can we admit that we don’t understand because we are walking into an 
unprecedented awakening?  

 Back to my visit with Sir Winston. He told me, “The victory is at 
hand” and “The rebuild will be supernatural.”  These statements came 
from a witness of the great cloud.  He was telling me that what you see is 
not what will be.  This was an exhortation straight from the King released 
through a known tenacious fighter.  This has been ringing over and over 
in my head and I have to stand on it.  No matter what it looks like right 
now or even in the coming days the victory is at hand and this mess will 
be overturned supernaturally! We don’t have to figure out the re-
build.  There are already plans in motion and we should expect to be 
working side by side with the supernatural in the days ahead.  The victory 
and the rebuild are assured, but when these things happen in the midst of 
awakening we best be ready for the extraordinary to unfold around us, in 
us and through us.  My descriptions of what is coming may seem a bit 
vague but that’s because I haven’t seen the details of what this supernatu-
ral rebuild looks like.  I just know all the way down to my toenails that 
this is going to be huge, amazing, beautiful and breathtaking!   

 This is not the time to give up.  This is the time to buckle up and get 
ready for victory that leads to the exposing and overturning of evil in this 
earth.  Victory that leads to new creation, 2Cor.5:17, The Passion Transla-
tion — “Now, if anyone is enfolded into Christ, he has become an entirely 
new person. All that is related to the old order has vanished.  Behold, eve-
rything is fresh and new.”  WELCOME TO THE GREATEST AWAK-
ENING! 

(Melissa is Communications Director and worship leader at Grace Church Willis. She also 
owns Sterling Regard Photography. sterlingregardphotography.com) 

 

Kathy — Concerning our president Donald Trump and our 
one nation under God, things are not as they seem.  God’s 
Word will prevail.  Let’s honor God with trust in His Faith-
fulness so we can breathe through the process.  From a 
place of trust, we can hear Holy Spirit-promptings that 
enable us to pray effectually.  Effectual prayer carries 
force and authority to make a difference, and while it 
may well be fiery, it still does not spring from fear or fury 
but from Holy Spirit’s promptings. 
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 The time the scripture refers to as worse and worse is the last days of 
the old covenant with the apostate church working with the antichrist 
spirit.  The redemptive Kingdom was already in motion and still is and 
will progressively increase until righteousness dominates.  There is no 
argument that as long as there is sin in this earth there will be pain and 
sorrow and death and wars, but Calvary’s effect is so powerful that Satan 
cannot continue to dominate the earth.   

 When Jesus came, He started the last days of the old covenant, and 
the last days were finished in the old covenant when the temple was de-
stroyed.  Until that temple was destroyed, the old covenant lingered and 
the new covenant could not fully blossom.  The New Covenant began 
with Jesus but was not fully realized until 70 AD when Jerusalem was 
judged.  This is when they looked for the immediate return of the Lord.  
We don’t live under that same anticipation.  The Apostles anticipated His 
return and looked for the immediate return of the Lord for judgment upon 
apostate Israel and the removing of the temple.  In Matthew 24,  He said 
there would not be one stone left upon another.  The Apostles were look-
ing for imminent fulfillment of that prophecy and judgment. It marked the 
end of the age, not the end of the world.  (The word there for “world” is 
not “cosmos” but “age”.)   

 How could the new covenant fully begin until the old ended?  There was an 
overlap of the old and new.  When Jesus preached and said the Kingdom is here, 
it began.  His ministry starts it. He cast out devils and began to bind Satan.  
Through His death He was bringing an end to the old and bringing a foretaste or a 
fore-beginning of the new.  Through His resurrection He was bringing the old 
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covenant to an end and bringing the new to life.  In His ascension, the new cove-
nant was rising to flourish.   

 There was a period of 40 years after His ascension that dealt with the last 
days of the old covenant.  Every scripture that says “the last days” refers to that 
40 year period. He could not enter into a covenant with His new bride until His 
old wife Jerusalem was judged for her apostasy.  In Daniel 9, the reason the 40 
years is so critical is because it is finishing the writings of the new covenant.  
Dispensationalists try to put the books of John and Revelation after 70 AD to 
prove their theories, but scripture indicates that the canon of scriptures had to be 
sealed by 70 AD.  Nothing can be added after that. 

 “Last days” always points to the end of the old covenant.  Not one of these 
scriptures point to the future.  As we look in the book of Hebrews, we find the 
converted Jewish community had come under hellish persecution from apostate 
Israel.  They were trying to pull them back into the old covenant and the pressure 
was so great that many were walking out and going back.  The book of Hebrews 
stresses the old covenant is as obsolete as the temple.  Also it was just promises 
but Christ is the New Covenant fulfillment.   

 Heb 1:1-3,8,13 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time 
past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His 
Son . . .  When Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom it was equivalent to a king sending 
out a runner to initiate new laws.  The minute they were proclaimed the law was 
established.  Jesus was not just preaching like we do.  He was establishing the 
law of the new Kingdom.  The prophets spoke in the old covenant.  Now the Son 
was speaking the new covenant.  The Son speaking this began the last days of the 
old covenant.  There would be no more prophets adding to the canon.  And He 
was not talking about a seven year period in the future.   

 v.2-God . . . has in these last days spoken to us by His Son whom He has ap-
pointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;  3 who being 
the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding 
all things by the word of His power, (once He speaks, everything is held together 
by His words), when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high . . .8  But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, 
is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom. 9 
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, 
has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions."13 But to 
which of the angels has He ever said: "Sit at My right hand, till I make Your ene-
mies Your footstool"?(NKJ)  THAT IS NOT FUTURE.   

 Heb 8:7-13 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would 
have been sought for a second.  8  Because finding fault with them . . . The old 
covenant had problems on man’s side.   There were so much problems that there 
was only a small remnant through which to bring Christ.  Satan dominated the 
nations in the old covenant.  All God ever had was a remnant in the old, unlike 
the multitude of nations in the new.   The church of the old covenant was one 
nation.  The church of the new covenant is international. 



SEEC  Magazine          13                                April/May 2021 

 Heb.8:8-He says: "Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah-- 9 
"not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I 
took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not 
continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord.  10 "For this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people. 11 "None of them shall teach his 
neighbor, and none his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for all shall know Me, 
from the least of them to the greatest of them. 

 That doesn’t sound like things getting worse to me.  That does not sound like 
evil gets so bad that God has to intervene again, beyond Calvary.  This redemp-
tive Kingdom is not about heaven but earth.  It is not about getting people to 
heaven, but about getting their lives under the rule of God and bringing their lives 
into His order. 

 We cannot realize things will get better until we have a new covenant per-
spective.  As long as we live daily in sin consciousness (as in the old covenant) 
we will have a negative, defeated attitude that sin can dominate.  Only the new 
covenant can erase our sin consciousness. Guilt and defeat make you believe 
things must get worse.  No, we go “from glory to glory” not just downhill after 
salvation.  

 The great apostasy from the Christian faith and the rise of the antichrist was 
right after Calvary.  John 2:18 said the spirit of antichrist (which is a system that 
fights Christ) is already here, not a future thing.  The new covenant is a  redemp-
tive hope that this thing is not going to end in a mess.  If we agree with some reli-
gious views that go back and say the early church was so wonderful and now it is 
a mess, we don’t know church history.  Calvary brought deliverance but every-
thing was trying to rip it apart before it could get going. Every kind of false doc-
trine emerged during the time of the early church.  Those were the “perilous 
times” the scripture speaks of. 

 13 In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now 
what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.  (NKJ)  The 
old covenant did not end with Calvary but ended when the temple came down 40 
years later. 

 The time the scripture refers to as worse and worse is the last days of the old 
covenant with the apostate church working with the antichrist spirit.  The re-
demptive Kingdom was already in motion and still is and will progressively in-
crease until righteousness dominates.  There is no argument that as long as there 
is sin in this earth there will be pain and sorrow and death and wars, but Cal-
vary’s effect is so powerful that Satan cannot continue to dominate the earth.   

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at the Word of 
Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training and prayer is at 10:00am each Sunday. To contact him 
about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on the Kingdom of God, 
call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: wol-luf@consolidated.net) 
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 I decided to write on this topic to help other leaders who possibly ex-
perience what I have had happen several times. I have had to answer a lot 
of questions with other leaders as well about being in or out of spiritual 
flow of meetings and how to handle these situations as they arise. From 
people taking over meetings, saying mixed prophecy, prophesying out of 
their own heart or imaginations, missed responses, doctrinal error present, 
manipulation of a body, and doing things that are perfectly correct and 
doctrinally sound but maybe in wrong timing. It is one thing to miss 
something in a meeting that has only an effect for that meeting. That hap-
pens probably almost every time we gather. That is not what I’m talking 
about. I’m talking about meetings that have a sovereign intentional release 
of something required for the corporate body’s mission to succeed. In 
other words, what is missed carries a key component to affect from that 
point forward to unlock the future. For me this is probably the greatest 
time of discouragement, when I know a meeting has shifted from God’s 
intentions of a great deposit. Thank God He is merciful, but that still does 
not take away the feelings that occur or the knowing of what could have 
been. 

THE TEST DESCRIBED 

 This test occurs when you realize an intentional sovereign moment of 
God has been missed that would deposit a much-needed element that is 
missing. This occurs when a meeting seems to shift direction away from 
an opening into a heavenly realm. This may be because of others stepping 
out of spiritual flow affecting a corporate body and taking the meeting in a 
different direction. It could be because of mixture or prophecy that is as-
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sumed to be prophecy when in reality it isn’t, or a host of things. It could 
be as simple as the hearing of things may be right, but the timing or im-
plementation may be what affects the shift that occurs. It shows well-
meaning intentions outside of the timing of God will not create the inten-
tions of God. 

THE EFFECTS 

 This test has frustrations, disappointments, discouragement, feelings 
of failure, and an overwhelming feeling of loss. This causes a grieving 
with it. The grieving is not being able to rescue the moment as the spiri-
tual climate or atmosphere has shifted. This is magnified when only the 
leader has these feelings and no one else is aware of it. It is as if the path-
way to the next thing has been removed. I would liken it to a bridge from 
one bank to the next. The bridge has been removed, and you see the other 
bank but have no means to get there. You know it will take time to build 
the bridge again. 

 A leader will feel out of sync with the meeting they are in and the 
feeling can carry on into the next day or several days. Restlessness as they 
wrestle with the why’s, and if that moment can be recaptured. It will cause 
deep inner reflection and analysis of their preparation, leadership abilities, 
and even the call. It will cause a re-examining to find the moment it was 
derailed or what led to the shifting so they can see how it could be stopped 
in the future. A leader will look at themselves first, assuming they did not 
hear correctly. They will evaluate to see if they are too critical or their 
expectations were too high or wrong. It has nothing to do with the leader’s 
role being fulfilled, but what the Body of Christ did not receive. The 
leader will see the far-reaching ramifications of the missed moment and 
will try to figure out a pathway forward. 

 Paul felt this many times with the churches he oversaw. He was con-
stantly having to go backward and relay foundational doctrines instead of 
advancing deeper into the things of God. He was having to sort out what 
people did as accurate vs. speculations. He was sorting the mixtures of 
flesh, doctrines, reasoning etc. He had to address the Corinthians concern-
ing the use of spiritual gifts and the overabundance of what was being 
released. He had to put in place a structure to facilitate the spiritual flow 
that seemed to always be open. A lot of this was training. But when there 
was not training you do not see this overabundance. When you see direc-
tives from God given you see precise sovereign moments with little to no 
input. 

WHAT DOES THE TEST SHOW? 

 This test is a hard test to get beyond. The easiest route is to say the leader is 
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too serious but this requires them to embrace a mindset they have to compromise 
in what they knew to be true. To not allow it to affect them or deny the moment’s 
importance also diminishes that they heard God correctly. This test puts a leader 
into multiple dimensions of overlapping conflicts making it hard for them to 
move forward not knowing what exactly needs addressed. Most everyone doesn’t 
want to make mistakes and their heart keeps them in check. That is what makes 
this test so hard to sort out. You cannot find false truth or mixture. But it comes 
down to timing. Just because a person hears or sees does not mean it needs to be 
shared instantly. Many times, the opportunity for others to be trained can out-
weigh the results attained. 

 This test also shows the interconnectedness of the Body and how each person 
is to function in unison with the others. Without us being led by the spirit you 
soon see that the body lacks a full understanding and even missing elements that 
can make it healthy. This test shows the different maturity levels. I have seen the 
most screwed up meetings and some people still get touched by God. Again, this 
makes for a conflicting evaluation by the leader of the meeting’s impact. We have 
and still show grace for the body to develop and grow. These opportunities are 
not taken away but are better monitored and given oversight. 

 This grieving will test your tenacity to stand against the opposition and even 
good intentions that have created a false finish line. It reinforces the seriousness 
of God and it forms a finish anointing. The impasse is being able to stay on 
course long term in the midst of missing the mark in the short term. The resetting 
of values is a delicate game of weighing in the scales and not coming up wanting. 
I have had to weigh this in the training of people. Training people will cause mis-
takes. The mistakes are how we grow. I have sacrificed forward vision unfolding 
for the sake of giving opportunity. In hindsight I would do it again, but not to the 
degree I did. I felt it caused the vision to be delayed and kept us always feeling 
slightly behind or not quite in sync. My conclusion is there are meetings for train-
ing and then are some meetings for a sovereign moment of God to come forth. 
These meetings are not times of training, or it could be derailed. These sovereign 
moment meetings are setting new courses. 

 This test also causes deepening of values to occur. As you realize you cannot 
simply recreate the exact moment or conversion point as almost all factors are 
beyond your control. This is because the moment was  a sovereign moment. You 
look forward with a different mindset to not allow the missed moments to be al-
lowed. As a leader that knows Gods intention realizes also how far reaching the 
value is and holds a greater love for Gods intentions and how much He believes 
in us. 

WHAT IS TO BE FORMED? 

 Having others to share the moment with or to talk about it will help divide 
the burden. The more who understand the burden and are willing to help carry it, 
the less the leader feels isolated in the grieving. The Bible says to carry each 
other’s burdens but this is not natural for our feelings but also our spiritual bur-
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dens. This is why there is to be team leadership. This will help bring others into 
greater spiritual awareness and sensitivity. This plays into the scripture of 
“mourning with those who mourn and laugh with those who laugh”. We think of 
natural things, but can we mourn with those who mourn with spiritual things. The 
Holy Spirit can be grieved, and we can feel that grieving as well. This test softens 
our heart to God and allows our spiritual feelings to begin to override our natural 
feelings. 

 A leader will be more intentional next time and not allow feelings to get in 
the way to maintain the flow of a meeting. They will also not allow as much free-
dom and will monitor what is said or done. The verse of all things being “done 
decently and in order” also comes into this. The “decently” is probably not the 
issue as much as the order. I have found after working through all the processes 
associated with this test, I have to come to conclusion, that moment may never 
occur again or will have to be ramped back up to that place. You come to the re-
alization you are going forward with a piece of the overall plan sitting, still avail-
able as it was Gods intention, but not fully in your possession yet. A pathway will 
need to be built towards it again, but then at the possible expense of other things. 
You also realize God can bring that portion again, it just will have to look differ-
ent as all the factors have now shifted. 

 The other thing I have learned is I can’t depend on others to help carry those 
intentions. Which means I need to not allow the opportunities that I have done at 
other times. At the end of the day, I’m responsible and I need to take on that re-
sponsibility. As leaders we live in enough repercussion of people’s choices! We 
need to live in the repercussion of our choices more so. Those come as we lead to 
advance. What we create or form we can shift. What others create or form some-
times puts us on the receiving end. 

 If you have experienced this missing of a moment, you’re the leader God is 
looking for. Sounds strange doesn’t it? Well it’s not the reason you missed the 
moment but that your spirit is sensitive that a moment was missed. It’s that you 
value those moments and cherish them that when they don’t materialize you’re 
heart-broke for the people of God and even God Himself. It just goes to show 
how serious you are as a leader. Imagine what would be revealed, when leaders 
gather, if that same honor was shown to the atmosphere God was present in. 
Imagine the body so protecting the atmosphere that it causes their senses to be 
heightened to it. If you can relate to this then I say to you, “Be encouraged. Your 
heart is right”. 

(Greg Crawford is ordained through the Federation of Ministers and Churches International. He has 
a revelatory speaking gift and unique ministry of laying on of hands. He is connected with many 
national leaders and gives counsel and insight to help current ministry leaders. He pioneered the 
ministry now called The Base. He has a desire for spiritual fathering and has traveled to many na-
tions conducting leadership conferences. Greg is also the author of numerous books including King-
dom Discipleship, Kingdom Eschatology and Kingdom Centers. Mailing address: The Base  1707 
NW 104th St.  Clive, Iowa 50325; Email: info@thebaseiowa; Website: www.thebaseiowa.org) 
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 Who turned up the heat in here? This is a question I hear on a regular 
basis from my beautiful wife, Virgie. I have always been hot natured and 
she was always cold, but now we have switched roles. She is the one 
cracking the window open when it is 40 degrees outside, along with the 
ceiling and floor fan turned on high. I’m next to her in bed with 2 blankets 
trying to prevent hypothermia. As many times as I get up to check the 
thermostat, it doesn’t change. The fact of the matter is that the change has 
been in us and not the house. The climate around us is not by external in-
fluence only, but the move of values in the hearts of people. Values dic-
tate behaviors and directly influence culture. Culture influences every-
thing from arts, to media, politics, education, finances, families, and yes, 
even the church.  

 It is essential that we today realign and reaffirm our cultural Christian 
values. These used to be common place in society, but now it is far from 
the heart and mind of anything in our world. The prevailing spirit over the 
world right now is an all-or-nothing mentality. The statist/globalist mind-
set demands absolute fidelity to the entirety of its dogma. Leftism, envi-
ronmentalists, socialism, communism, humanism, and any other “ism” 
you can think of has now moved into an almost religious posture. They 
are doing this by controlling language and redefining terms. Isa 
5:20,  “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter!” By redefining what is good and what is evil, they knowingly move 
the goal posts and set new standards of “righteousness” for everybody. If 
you oppose this redefining, you are called an extremist, a hater, a bigot, or 
most recently a Neanderthal. We combat this by not agreeing with prem-
ise and give answers for the hope that is in us.  
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 I recently sat on a panel that discussed the issue that has come up with proph-
ets during the election. Many prophetic voices proclaimed there would be an elec-
tion victory for President Trump and were gravely disappointed by the results. On 
a personal note, I believe he did win, but through shenanigans and outright ma-
nipulation of the system in a few states, they were able to swing the numbers 
against the president. I pray and declare that the institutional evil that is seeded in 
our government will be rooted out and that they will be caught in their own 
snares and hung on their own gallows. Now back to prophets. I don’t believe that 
there should be a parading of each individual prophet on TV, YouTube, Face-
book, and making each and everyone of them apologize and then resign from 
positions to live in contemplative obscurity. This should be a time when apostles 
and prophets renew and reaffirm relationship.  

 On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up to declare an affirmation of Joel 2, 
but he didn’t stand alone. “Peter stood with the eleven”, Acts 2:14. There is a 
powerful releasing of the spirit of God when the 5-fold ministry stands together. 
I’m not saying that prophets are perfect or that there is no time when some may 
miss it. We all do. I love what Prophet Marty Gabler has said about people miss-
ing it at times. They are not false prophets, with the intent of deception and lying, 
but rather what they released is non-prophecy. It just isn’t a prophetic word. I 
believe this is a great word of wisdom for the body of Christ to help deal with 
things deemed as false.  

 We need more relationships with our prophetic voices, not distancing to ap-
pease the masses. The Catholic Apostolic Church (1800’s) in England had the 5-
fold ministry in operation. The prophets would never interpret their prophecies 
alone. They brought the word to the Apostles and teachers and would discern 
whether the word was personal, local, regional, national, or global. They would 
then send the word out to the appropriate sphere/metron to be applied. This proto-
col not only brought great wisdom and application for each prophecy, but helped 
keep the prophetic gift pure in spirit so they did not have to lean into the soul for 
explanation.  

 I also believe that this issue is not just between apostles and prophets, but 
fathers and sons. The next generation is looking at how fathers in the Kingdom 
are dealing with ministry gifts to the body of Christ. Do we kick prophets to the 
curb now? Do we lower their status because we have a result we don’t under-
stand? Or do we become a better family because of this? Just know whatever is 
done in your churches, ministries, cities, and relationships, there is a generational 
aspect to be considered. One question that was asked to the panel was one of 
dealing with family members in these contentious times. My answer is simple: 
the spirit poured out allows sons and daughters to prophesy. The same spirit al-
lows young men to see visions. The same spirit allows old men to dream dreams. 
The same spirit is poured out on servants and handmaids. The same spirit releases 
word of knowledge, word of wisdom, prophecy, miracles, gifts of healing, gift of 
faith, tongues, interpretations and discerning of spirits. All these things are done 
by the same spirit. If that is the case, then the same spirit turns the hearts of the 
fathers to the sons, and the hearts of sons to the fathers. If our hearts are not 
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turned to the next generation in these times, we don’t know what spirit we are of. 
Know what spirit you are entertaining before you make any decision, especially 
one that would break relationship.  

 The world has no idea of what they are doing to bring the ekklesia together. 
By necessity, the Bride of Christ is taking her honored place again in our culture. 
This is a time to reaffirm, realign, reconnect, restore, reconcile, and renew rela-
tionships. Relationship is the bridge we carry the gospel over. It is the body of 
Christ coming into the fullness of what we were created to be. I will leave with 
the immortal words of Kim Clement concerning satan....”Every time he attacks 
me, every time he hurts me, he pushes me a little bit closer to the promise of 
God.” 
(Joe Bogue is lead pastor at Grace Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, counselor and spiri-
tual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and marriage. He has also 
headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. He does a short livestream each Wednes-
day at 9:45am on the Grace Church Facebook page. His email is: PJoeB87@gmail.com * Website: 
gracewillis.org * Services at Grace are live each week on Grace’s Facebook page and there is an 
archive of videos on Grace Church’s YouTube Channel.)  

 One of the greatest joys of fatherhood is seeing your sons and daugh-
ters step into their callings and engage their destinies.  It can be a bitter-
sweet experience, much like when natural children grow up and leave 
home.  There is the joy for them and their life adventures that await, and 
there is a bit of sorrow that an era of life has concluded.  As a father, you 
pray that you gave out your best, all the while knowing that the pathway 
ahead is now up to them.  Of course, as a father, you know that you will 
always be there when needed. 

 Dealing with children is not always easy, especially when it comes to 
unmet expectations.  Such was the case with King David and his son Ab-
salom.  Absalom was the third son of David by his wife Maakah. He was 
a handsome young man with a very warm and influential personality. Un-
fortunately, he was also hot-tempered and hungry for power. 
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 Absalom had a sister named Tamar whom he dearly loved and pro-
tected.  Their half-brother Amnon was obsessed with Tamar in a lustful 
manner and wanted to have sexual relations with her.  Through a friend, 
Jonadab, Amnon connived to feign sickness and have King David send 
Tamar to care for him.  When Tamar entered Amnon‘s bedroom to care 
for him, Amnon overpowered and raped her.  He then discarded her in 
shame.   

 When King David heard of Amnon‘s behavior, the Bible records that 
he was very angry (2 Samuel 13:21).  Despite this, for two years that 
followed, there is no record that King David ever brought correction or 
discipline to Amnon for his heinous violation against Tamar.  Absalom, 
being infuriated by his father‘s lack of action against Amnon, determined 
to act himself, on behalf of his sister.  He orchestrated a plan and had Am-
non murdered in retaliation for Tamar‘s rape.  Following the murder, 
Absalom fled into exile where he remained for three years. 

 During this three-year period, David mourned for Absalom daily and 
finally recalled him to return to Jerusalem.  Absalom was given audience 
with King David where he prostrated himself in obeisance to his father 
and received a kiss from David.  It appeared that all was forgiven, and 
Absalom restored to his father.  Unfortunately, Absalom was not inter-
ested in restoration. 

 Soon after this, Absalom provided for himself a chariot and horses 
along with fifty men who ran before him as he traveled the city.  He 
would rise early and position himself along the way to the city gates to 
seek out those entering the city with petitions for the king‘s judgment. He 
would intercept these individuals and undermine the king by stating how 
he would judge in their favor if he were king instead of his father.  Before 
long, Absalom amassed a large following and hatched his conspiracy to 
destroy his father and steal his throne. 

  The conspiracy was strong and David fled Jerusalem along with his 
wives and those loyal to him.  He was heartbroken that his son would 
hatch such a despicable plot to arise against him.  All this was done in the 
name of the rights of sonship.  Absalom truly believed he was justified to 
dethrone his father because of the unmet expectations.  His orphan heart, 
fueled by bitterness from unmet expectations, exacted vengeance against 
his father.  Absalom had convinced himself that this was his right as a son 
of the King.   

 As we know, these events were prophesied to David following his sin 
of adultery with Bathsheba and subsequent murder of her husband Uriah 
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(2 Samuel 12:9-12).  This justice was clearly meted out through 
Absalom‘s orphan spirit.  This spirit will often dismiss the father gift 
whenever the father does not meet its expectations and perceived needs.  
Love for the father turns to disdain, and the orphan heart takes what it per-
ceives as its rightful inheritance from the father.  Love for the father is 
limited to what the father gift can produce or provide for the son/daughter, 
and when this expectation is unmet, the father becomes the enemy and is 
summarily dismissed as a father.  Absalom dismissed David as his father, 
exacted vengeance against Amnon, and proceeded to take the throne of 
Israel that he determined to be his right.   

 Absalom wanted his father dead.  He amassed his army and set out to 
strike him down.  When David received word of Absalom‘s plan, he 
divided his fighting men into three groups and sent them out to confront 
Absalom‘s army.  As King of Israel, David had to do the right thing and 
expel the rebellion.  As David‘s army prepared to leave for battle, David 
charged his generals to Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absa-
lom (2 Samuel 18:5).  Despite Absalom‘s vicious acts toward his father, 
David‘s heart remained tender for his son in hopes of reconciliation and 
restoration.  This is the heart of a king. 

 During the battle that followed, Absalom‘s hair became entangled in 
the trees.  Hanging helplessly by the limbs, he was killed by Joab.  When 
the news arrived to David, he wept uncontrollably and could not be com-
forted.  The pain of the loss of his son was almost too much to bear.  He 
cried out, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!  Would I had died 
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son (2 Samuel 18:33).  David‘s 
grief was so intense that Joab had to provoke him to arise, address the na-
tion, and restore his kingship to the people who fought to save Israel from 
Absalom‘s rebellion. 

 The father heart is amazing. It loves no matter the circumstances.  It 
values the lives of the sons and daughters even more than its personal 
pursuits.  It is willing to sacrifice its own personal desires to preserve the 
father-son relationship.  It wishes only the best for its sons and daughters, 
even when it is devalued and dismissed. The father heart will always rise 
to relational challenges with faith and hope for a restorative outcome for 
the ultimate benefit of the son or daughter.  What love is this?  It is the 
love of Father God that is shed abroad in the hearts of all true father gifts.   

 King David has been a role model for many.  In the face of his 
relational failings in life and his shortfalls in fathering, his heart of love 
never failed him. Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions 
(Proverbs 10:12).  For us, the only love that can do this is the love of 
Father God through Jesus Christ.  It is His love that becomes our love for 
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one another.  As the Apostle Peter says, Above all, keep fervent love for 
one another, because love covers (forgives) a multitude of sins (1Peter 
4:8). May this heart reside within us all. 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX and are national officers and 
trainers for the International Fellowship of Chaplains. Larry’s latest book is titled The Orphan Heart 
and has impacted many lives. A number of churches have used the book as a study guide for 
weekly classes. He is also the author of Kingdom Life—Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book 
you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church experience 
often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in the kingdom of God. 
Contact info:  www.kingdomlife.org) 

 Along with a host of other like-minded people, I have prayed and 
longed for what we often call revival/awakening for years. Though I am 
not sure I know what those terms mean, I do know that our interpretation 
of them is mostly shaped by our own experience or what we have read or 
heard about events that have happened in the past. We find ourselves say-
ing things like, “I remember back in ‘94 when we had a move of God and 
we had revival meetings that went on for weeks”, or “back during the 
Welsh revival when the power of God fell on an entire region”. It's great 
encouragement when we recall those events and it stirs up expectation for 
more, especially if your life was changed by it, but what we inevitably end 
up doing is using those as our standard for what we expect to happen 
when our prayers are finally answered, and the next revival/awakening 
“happens”. Questions begin to arise - “How long, Lord?” or “Why not 
now”? Perhaps we’re asking the wrong questions. Instead of asking when 
or why, I’m asking “what is it in me that needs to be awakened”?  

 One of the most fascinating accounts given in the gospels is known as 
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the Transfiguration. 28)Some eight days after these sayings, He took 
along Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 
29)And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became differ-
ent, and His clothing became white and gleaming. 30)And behold, two 
men were talking with Him; and they were Moses and Elijah, 31)who, 
appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32)Now Peter and his companions had been 
overcome with sleep; but when they were fully awake, they saw His glory 
and the two men standing with Him. 33)And as these were leaving Him, 
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
tabernacles: one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah”---not 
realizing what he was saying. 34)While he was saying this, a cloud 
formed and began to overshadow them; and they were afraid as they en-
tered the cloud. 35)Then a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is 
My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!” And when the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. (Luke 9:28-35 NASB) 

 I can only imagine how spectacular this experience on Mount Tabor 
must have been for those three disciples that day — Moses and Elijah 
standing there with Jesus in glorified splendor! There was Moses, who 
represented the Law, Elijah, who represented the prophets, and Jesus 
Himself in a glorified state, who had come to fulfill the Law and the 
prophets. Then Peter, caught up in the moment, comes up with a seem-
ingly brilliant idea: let's build three tabernacles, one for each of them! 
Great idea, right? Knowing what we in the 21st century now know about 
Jesus it seems obviously foolish that the disciples would think Moses and 
Elijah were on equal footing, but they still didn’t understand all the 
Teacher had said about dying and being raised from the dead.  

 While meditating on this story, three things have become obvious to 
me:  

1. Verse 32 reads this way in The Passion Translation: Peter and His com-
panions had become very drowsy, but they became fully awake when they 
saw the glory and splendor of Jesus standing there and the two men with 
Him. Here we begin to get a glimpse of what a true awakening could look 
like. There is a drowsiness that has set in on the Western Church. All our 
attempts at man-made hype and propping up of structures that we believe 
can hold a fresh outpouring of Holy Spirit have fallen way short and left 
us dry. When the glory and splendor of Jesus is front and center in His 
church again, then we will see with our own eyes what this church de-
scribed in the book of Acts as “those who turned the world upside down” 
looks like. We need new wineskins if we are to carry the new wine.  
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2. While Peter is speaking out of his own Old Covenant-based mindset, a 
cloud of glory appears, and he is interrupted abruptly by the voice of God 
coming from the cloud, saying, “This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen 
to Him!”  Peter could have also been so astonished at what he saw, that in 
his mind the only proper response was “we had better do something and 
do it now!” The  words of Jesus must become of utmost importance to us 
again, so much so, that we stop and listen instead of acting out of any pre-
conceived notion we may have. Nothing should make our hearts burn 
more than the words of Christ Himself, who is The Word made flesh. His 
words as recorded in the gospels must again be our frame of reference for 
everything we say and do. The Sermon on the Mount, which I like to refer 
to as the constitution of the kingdom, should be held in higher regard than 
any other.  

3. “And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.”  Jesus Christ 
stands on His own. His words stand alone. His actions stand alone. Jesus 
is Lord. Jesus still has the preeminence over all His creation. He is still the 
head of His church. Moses and Elijah had to return to heaven and leave 
Jesus standing there alone. They were never His equals. Jesus is the Fa-
ther’s message. The early church as we see her in Acts was often called 
The Way. Jesus is still The Way. He is not our mascot propped on the 
shoulders of a few cheerleaders running up and down the sidelines every 
time the team needs to rally.  

 He showed us what the way looked like by laying aside His privileges 
as God and being born of a woman, living a sinless life of service to man-
kind, dying a criminal’s death, rising from the dead, and ascending to 
heaven. 

 We have seen the word of faith movement, the charismatic move-
ment, the spiritual warfare movement, the prophetic movement, the apos-
tolic movement, and sometimes no movement at all! But we must see Je-
sus! It is time to return to the simplicity and purity of devotion that Paul 
preached and lived. There is no other gospel that will save our neighbors, 
our cities, our nation and our world. 

(Kevin Sherman lives in Conroe, Tx. He serves at Grace Church in Willis as leader of Men of Grace 
men’s ministry. Kevin writes a weekly blog. To read articles go to: asyouthink.org) 
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  Discipleship is something we need but it is difficult to find ones who 
will.  As Jesus discipled, He modeled to his disciples to be dependent on God and 
trained them to reach the point that they could make disciples independently. Jesus 
through his love for God and love for the disciples demonstrated that love is the 
standard for discipleship. “Love one another as I have loved you.” “By this will all 
men know you as my disciples.” So the opposite is also true.  Without demonstrat-
ing God’s love, no one will know you are Christ’s disciple. It doesn’t matter if you 
tell them. It only matters if you show them.  Loving people is not some people’s 
strong suit! Ask Jesus to help you expand your circle to more than just your family 
and friends. Jesus was the greatest “influence” the world has ever seen, and He is 
still influencing the cultures of the world. Jesus’ life conquered more millions than 
Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed and Napoleon. People who encounter the Risen 
Christ are totally transformed. Their lives are altered forever.  Skeptics and ene-
mies were transformed. Even Jesus’ younger brother, James didn’t think Jesus was 
anybody special until his resurrected brother appeared to him! James not only be-
lieved Jesus was Lord, but later became the leader of the Jerusalem church.  

 Jesus modeled being not just a Savior but a friend, a teacher, and a mentor. 
Discipleship will cost you time and sometimes finances. As we look at His exam-
ple, let us adapt these truths about successful discipleship. He taught them that in 
ministry, God is the focal point.  If you want to teach your disciples to be like 
Christ, then teach them to battle “prominence, position and power.” Oh you can 
have it but don’t let it have you.   

 When He taught them, He used their errors and mistakes as a launching point 
to learn to change. His humility was measured by their personal successes.  If we 
knew that our disciples would turn out like us, we might be more studious. Mt. 
18:3 “Unless you ‘CHANGE’...you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”   

 Teach them words are important. Jesus praised and scolded Peter. His teaching 
moments were timely. Your failures do not have to be fatal! As busy as He was 
He always had time for them, an exceptional quality. Just think of 2 or 3 or 5 or 6 
that the Christ in you could influence for the kingdom.  

  Discipleship was the plan of God from the beginning.  God made it so simple 
that there could be no reason for excuses to NOT be disciples or a disciple maker. 
Five things that were the benchmark of Jesus’ life in successful disciple making 
are: 



SEEC  Magazine          27                                April/May 2021 

 

1. “Quality Not Quantity” He had multitudes follow but he built a relationship 
with 12. The example of quality is something that won’t break easily.  

2.  “Relationship Not Rules” Jesus was accused of not following the rules and 
protocols of religious tradition: washing, gathering grain on the Sabbath. He said 
the Sabbath was made for man. The example of relationship is the state of being 
connected in trust and respect. 

3.  “Influence Not Coercion” (This is a really  big one.) Jesus never manipu-
lated. He was the greatest influence in the world. The example of influence is the 
capacity to have an effect on character, development or behavior without force. 
He obviously brought their views into line with His and His fruit remained. 

4.“Sacrifice Not Position” He came not to be served but to give His life. Only in 
Jesus do we truly see a leader whose full intention was to give His time, life and 
resources to raise godly men and women. 

5. “Spirit Not Skill” We can believe that our skills are all based on good be-
cause God loves us and has favored us and we find ourselves operating out of 
skills and  not necessarily depending on His Spirit. Well, let’s see how that turns 
out. The truth is all things work by the Spirit. You didn’t get to where you are 
today except the Spirit draws you.  Although your skills are good and your gifts 
are good, we must still be led of the Spirit. Let’s go and make disciples. 
(Lynn Burling is a retired pastor. He is Texas Bishop for the Association of Evangelical Gospel As-
semblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. He is an apostle to leaders and pastors in 
multiple countries worldwide.) 

 Some have prophesied that a terrible judgment is coming upon our nation 
and the church will not escape it because of its various and sundry neglections of 
duty and its corporate and individual sins. Others have prophesied that the church 
has come into its finest hour and that a great awakening is imminent, the likes of 
which have never been seen. Some are very angry while others are quite elated 
and expectant. Some believe that one set of prophets have totally “missed it” and 
that those prophets should be reprimanded in a public forum and they should each 
give an apology to the church world and the world in general. There are people 
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who are apologizing for being born a certain gender or a certain race or for hav-
ing two bathrooms in their house instead of just one. Is it just me or is it possible 
that there is an unbelievable amount of irrationality in society that is irrationally 
demanding actions and policies that it has no reasonable right to demand? There 
are entities and individuals trying to answer questions that no one ever asked 
while using every aspect of politics and legislation to further their agenda. It all 
leaves us with the need to carefully weigh for ourselves what needs our attention 
and what needs to be placed in the category of “nonessential”. 

 While we are weighing all these issues that are challenging us today, we best 
begin with a firm decision on where we stand for life’s answers and guidance. Do 
we just embrace the present, loudest, demanding narrative or do we require all 
entities, all viewpoints and all persons to be measured by the ruler of the Word of 
God? 2Tim.4:3-4,TPT—”For the time is coming when they will no longer listen 
and respond to the healing words of truth because they will become selfish and 
proud. They will seek out teachers with soothing words that line up with their 
desires, saying just what they want to hear. 4 They will close their ears to the truth 
and believe nothing but fables and myths.” I heard it said recently that “truth 
sounds like hate to those who hate the truth”. The prophecies, philosophies, doc-
trines and narrartive (in every area of life) that are so abundant at this time must 
be, first of all, held up in the light of the Bible, not just simply assimilated into 
our thinking and practice. It is apparent that the unchanging God of heaven and 
earth requires that His people hold to His Word, the Bible, and insist that all other 
things and people be measured by its standards and principles. The following 
Scriptures are very clear on that matter. 2Tim.2:15-”rightly dividing the word of 
truth”; 2Tim.1:13-”Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard 
from me...”; Rom.16:17-”...watch out for those who cause divisions and create 
obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.”;  
1Jn.4:1- ”...do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits...” [How do we “test the 
spirits”? By putting them and their words and their actions up against holy Scrip-
ture. If Scripture does not embrace them and their words and actions, neither do 
we.]; 2Pe.1:20- ”...no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpre-
tation.”  

 After those considerations, I am brought to think that in some cases there are 
people who have heard prophecies and immediately began to require those 
prophecies be filtered through their personal paradigm or the paradigm and/or 
sentiment of the particular group they are running with at this time. I have noticed 
that there are similarities between people and animals. There are animals that will 
begin to make noises of alarm when they see or hear something that disturbs them 
and then other animals in the flock or the herd or the pack will also begin making 
that same noise whether or not they have seen or heard the offending factor. 
Some started the howling and many others took it up and have begun to say that 
all those prophets who prophesied that President Trump would be re-elected are 
wrong, even some have said they are false prophets. Now there is an outcry for 
them to face a reckoning. I believe there is a question that is being begged at this 
stage. When a prophecy is given, is there a scriptural requirement upon it that it 
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must be fulfilled within 48 hours or it is false? Is there a scriptural requirement 
upon it that it must be in the form and within the parameters estimated by a few 
celebrity-level religious leaders who have microphones and broad-based, gener-
ous constituencies at their disposal?  

 With reference to the recent election, President Trump was re-elected. He 
won the election but it was not recognized as a win, when the computers and soft-
ware of entities bent on the destruction of this nation and bent on an anti-Christ 
agenda, got finished with the numbers, going so far as to send ballots to foreign 
countries that have nothing whatsoever to do with the election process of the 
United States of America.  Also certain judges and other officials tossed aside 
the Constitution and state voting laws while SCOTUS acted like they were on 
vacation. Just because the Associated Press said it is concluded and another is the 
president, does that really make it so? Does that preclude any ability of God Al-
mighty Jehovah to turn this thing around? 

 Except for Egyptian royalty adopting the Israelite deliverer, devoured snakes, 
numerous plagues, a split sea and a drowned army, Israel would not have been 
delivered from Egypt. Those must-be factors were not listed in the original 
prophecy about the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. So, any who may have been 
presuming the whole Egyptian deliverance to look like Moses would just walk in 
with a request and walk out after everyone had a day to pack with all the grateful, 
affectionate Israelites in tow were VERY upset and likely to call for an organized 
stoning. 

 A big name ministry guy with a very large following on social media  
made a video a few days after January 20. He was making a very upset face and 
speaking to everyone like they were errant children while letting all the Christians 
know how embarrassed he was at the behavior of those still declaring a victory 
for President Trump. He said that everyone should “just get over it and face the 
fact that Trump didn’t win the election and everyone should just get on with  
life.”  (And he had been a very outspoken supporter of Trump prior to the elec-
tion.) He also had a few more things to say in increasing condescending tones. 
One of the things he said was that David fasted and prayed for his dying child to 
live but when the baby died, he got up and washed his face and said, “That’s it, 
it’s now time to get on with life.” He then suggested that we should admit that the 
other man was elected and prayer for Trump to be returned to office should cease 
and we should place our prayers on other matters and get on with life. (I’m not 
really sure what David’s baby dying has to do with a national election in present-
day USA.) 

 However, President Trump did win the election but it was cast out because of 
certain entities that pulled shenanigans with computers and software and shifting 
the votes abroad and because of certain judges and other officials who tossed 
aside the Constitution and state voting laws. No sir, I will not just suck it up and 
concede that things are going to be the way law-breakers, elected officials who 
are supposed to represent the people who elected them, unrighteous, immoral, 
communist people tell us. This is the United States of America with a Constitu-



SEEC  Magazine          30                                April/May 2021 

 

tion that is still its guidepost of law. That Constitution was originally inspired by 
God Almighty and given to a praying Congress. 

 That gentleman might should just go ahead and follow his philosophical 
train of thought and apply it to Abraham and Sarah. He might want 
to use his present agitated rule of thumb and tell them that they  
just need to suck it up and admit that they are barren and just get 
on with life and have some more Ishmaels that will complicate 
matters for the world and complicate nationhood for Israel even more completely. 
Then he could march right over into the New Testament and tell Mary and 
Martha to just admit that Lazarus is dead, dead, dead and they 
just need to get on with their life because if Jesus was going to 
resurrect him, it would have already been done by now and  
certainly not on the fourth day when he is stinking. Stop embarrassing the local 
rabbis and synagogues and just go ahead and seal up the smelly tomb so it does-
n’t offend the community. In Jn.11:37 the people there were trying to tell Mary 
and Martha that if Jesus didn’t act within a timeframe and a manner which met 
their local approval that Jesus was false. However, if God doesn’t show Himself 
to be One who speaks and acts beyond our capacities to understand Him and all 
aspects of all circumstances, then He is too small and too weak to deliver His 
people. If every mouthy religious pundit and every verbose political pundit that 
comes along can know all the plans and timing of Almighty God and demand that 
He stick unwaveringly to them, then we will be of all people most miserable.  

“Sanctify” means “separate yourself.” Get rid of the things that are  
extra, added weight. Get rid of the things that are not the image of  
Christ. Let go of attitudes that don’t fit Kingdom thinking. Elders,  
deacons, bishops and presbyters won’t be able to help you on this  
one because none of us have been this way before. (Cf. Josh 10:14  
and there was no day like that before it or after it.) I heard a speaker say,  
“The Lord of life leaves enough mystery to be intrusive, disruptive and  
surprising in order that He might shatter our tendencies to predictability;  
and yes even boredom. Saints die of many things but to die of boredom  
is an insult to the God of an ever-expanding glory.” Though some of us  
desperately long for the routine of our lives to be radically changed, long for the 
condition of our nation to be totally changed, we are disturbed and consequently 
resistant when confronted with the acts of God’s power which are required to 
change them. (According to Jesus, Lazarus had to be in the tomb for four days for 
the purposes of God before he could be resurrected. Jn.11:4-7) In order for God 
to radically change the present state of our lives, we must allow Him to  
forcefully break in upon us. (Nahum 1:3) ...the Lord hath His way in the  
whirlwind. That means that we will not escape the Whirlwind. 

 We don’t know all of God’s plans and workings behind the scenes 
as He works in people, circumstances and time. By the time He 
gets through, the events and the people may look far different from 
what we had imagined when we originally heard His word/plan. It ain’t over until 
God says it is over, no matter whose sensitivities are chafed.  



April 2 — Willis,TX 
Grace Church     7pm 
Night of Worship with Melissa Ga-
bler and the Grace Worship Team 
 
April 4 
Have a blessed  
Resurrection Sunday! 
Marty is leading in the communion 
service at 10am 
 
April 17 — Killeen, TX 
Compass Regional Network 
On Earth as it is in Heaven 
Leader: Robin Durham 
Worship: Jamie Lipe 
Courtyard Marriott Killeen 
10am-6pm 
Marty, Kathy and Melissa 
Free—Open to public 
compassregional@aol.com 
 
April 24—Crawford, TX 
Greater Central Texas  
Territorial Meeting 
10am—3pm 
Leader: Don Cooper 
The Bridge Christian Church 
254-855-4930 
globalcgusa@gmail.com 
 
  
 
 

April 25—Houston, TX 
Global Advance Church 
Pastors: Luis y Korey Gomez 
12:00pm  *  281-580-8574 
luis1gomez@hotmail.com 
Bilingual Service*Spanish/English 
www.globaladvancechurch.org 
 

May 22-23 * Iraan, TX 
Iraan Community Church 
Pastors James & Michelle Kent 
10:00am & 6:00pm 
You can watch on Livestream 
Go to the ICC Facebook page 
Info: 432-639-2734 
 

Dreams  Visions  Prophecy  
Conference 2021  
September 10-12, 2021 
 

Website:  seecministries.org  
Daily Devotions: 
martygabler.com 
Email:  mail@seecministries.org 
Facebook:  Marty Gabler 
SEEC Ministries International 
PO Box 298   Coldspring,TX 
77331-0298 
Office:  936-653-4108 

A Button For Secure Credit
Card Donations Is Available:
http://seecministries.org*T
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.* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS

Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.
Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com

PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US

We have been putting dates on the 
Calendar after the magazine goes 
out. Please Check Marty’s Facebook
page and martygabler.com for dates. 
We also serve on presbyteries, 
councils and prayer groups during the 
week that we don’t post. Thank you 
for your prayers and support as we 
travel.—Marty & Kathy

You can go to YouTube and 
type in Marty Gabler to find 
SEEC videos or you can go to 
Marty’s channel. There are 
277 videos by Marty, Kathy, 
Melissa and Kingdom Con-
gress speakers available to 
strengthen, encourage, equip 
and comfort you. 



seecministries.org   *   Email: mail@seecministries.org *  martygabler.com 

SEEC Ministries International          PO Box 298           Coldspring, TX  77331-0298 

For more info: 254-466-1414     Email: compassregional@aol.com 

We are so looking forward to our Compass Gathering April 17th, at the Courtyard Marriott in 
Killeen. Sessions will begin at 10:00am and 2:00pm. The afternoon session with be a double 
session as we have invited, Marty, Kathy, and Melissa Gabler to minister the fresh Word of the 
Lord to us in this season of moving forward. The Gablers are gifted prophetic ministers bringing a 
fresh Word of the Lord with signs and wonders following. We have had them with us multiple 
times and miracles of healing have occurred and we have all had hope restored by the Holy 
Spirit’s moving in our midst.       Blessings, 
                                            Robin 


