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 I’ve always thought the only reason to go to war is to win, but I’m 
beginning to realize there are other reasons for warfare.  Some battles are 
a matter of training our soul (our mind and will and emotions) to stand 
and develop muscle to be able to stand no matter what.  Eph. 6:13 puts it 
this way:  And when you have done everything you could, you will be able 
to stand firm.  The goal of warfare can also be to take ground incremen-
tally in Divine timing.  There are many maneuvers needed to pull down 
strongholds in this present darkness.  It is a bigger war than we can wage 
from one battlefield.  This present darkness is a matter of world rulers that 
are spirit forces of wickedness in the spirit realm.  These forces gather to 
form strongholds, and there they influence and manipulate people like 
puppets for their evil intents to kill, steal and destroy.  That’s why Eph 
6:12 tells us we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only 
with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers, 
against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present dark-
ness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) 
sphere.  These forces must be dismantled strategically and incrementally 
along with the workers of darkness they deploy into this present darkness. 

 God made no bones about how He feels about works of darkness.  He 
considers them an abomination or morally disgusting, and anyone who 
does these things is detestable to the LORD, (Deut.18:12).   These abomi-
nable works of darkness are spelled out in Deut. 18:10,11, Don't you dare 
sacrifice your son or daughter in the fire. Don't practice divination, sor-
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cery, fortunetelling, witchery, casting spells, holding seances, or channel-
ing with the dead. (MSG)  Yet, in this present darkness, these things are 
tolerated as part of our culture.  Most of them are even in cartoons for 
children!    

 Workers of darkness are counterfeiters, but counterfeit shouldn’t be 
mistaken to mean “NOT  REAL.”  Counterfeit money is real and even 
spendable, but it is not authorized, NOT LEGAL!  Some workers of dark-
ness are frauds practicing trickery to deceive people into believing they 
have supernatural powers at their disposal, like magicians who learn quick 
hand tricks or slip through panels to disappear.  Others can actually pro-
duce supernatural displays because they have tapped into the spirit realm 
and (knowingly or not) have agreed and connected their lives to spirit 
forces of wickedness.   

 So, like Moses, we are not here to deny the power of darkness, we are 
here to de-fang it and defeat it.  We are alive in 2020 to DISCERN the 
enemy, be convinced our God is ALMIGHTY and not be afraid to war 
incrementally and strategically to pull down strongholds and turn history.  
Moses took ground each time he went to Pharaoh’s court in Israel’s be-
half.  He did supernatural acts by the authority of God.  The Egyptian ma-
gicians (unsubmitted and unauthorized) did supernatural acts that matched 
those of Moses.  They were instruments or puppets of powers of darkness, 
and they eventually suffered the long-range consequences of covenanting 
with darkness.  

 (NOTE:  Discerning works or workers of darkness may not always be 
as obvious as in the showdown between Moses and the Egyptian magi-
cians.  It will not always be their acts and abilities that expose workers of 
darkness, but being confronted with truth and light will always reveal 
their motive and their source of power.  The showdown between Moses 
and the magicians exposed everything.) 

  1) Their competitiveness was destructive to their own nation because 
their determined pride and worship of power was more important than 
loyalty or any benefit to their kingdom.  In the beginning stages of the 
showdown, the magicians did the same supernatural acts as Moses, turn-
ing their rods to serpents, turning water to blood and producing frogs.   It 
is interesting that the Egyptian magicians could not and did not even try to 
reverse the plagues loosed by Moses, (which would have been really 
beneficial to their nation.)  Their only goal was to compete in a power 
display.  Instead of trying to help, they simply battled to prove themselves 
superior, no matter what the cost to their people.  Of course, it is also evi-
dent that they would not have been able to reverse the plagues.  In Exodus 
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9:11, they could not even keep themselves from the boil plague and you 
know they would have invoked personal protection and relief to save their 
own hide if they could!  There is a key insight exposed here about the na-
ture of the powers of darkness: they are selfish and competitive.  There is 
no loyalty or benevolence, just worship of power.  Being interpreted, that 
means they will work against each other or their human agent when nec-
essary.  The human agent for darkness is totally deceived if he or she be-
lieves the powers of darkness will be loyal or trustworthy or ever think 
about unity of purpose or a common good. God can be trusted that His 
love and faithfulness insure His power is released for good.  Since ONLY 
God is good, all other sources and agents have lesser motives.  No matter 
how humanely and beneficently packaged, powers of darkness will al-
ways be deceptive and ultimately abusive.  And those human agents who 
ally with darkness will ultimately face the hidden but costly consequences 
of betrayal. 

 2) The source of their empowerment was limited which revealed it 
was not Almighty God. When Pharaoh asked Moses to pray the frogs 
abate, Moses said he would so that Pharaoh would know there is no one 
like the Lord God.  However, Pharaoh recognizing that truth did not make 
him want to submit to that Lord God.  When next came the biting gnats or 
mosquitoes, the magicians had reached their limit.  They could not pro-
duce gnats from dirt and certainly couldn’t turn gnats back into dirt.  The 
magicians themselves admitted to Pharaoh then,  “This is the finger of 
God!”  We can’t top that!  Only God is All-Powerful.  All the abilities and 
manifestations of darkness will forever be limited by comparison. 

 3) Lovers of darkness worship power.  It is interesting that everybody 
in Egypt was plagued until the magicians stopped competing.  Evidently,  
Israel was also being convinced that worshiping power was not enough.  
The one true God was to be worshiped.  It was the Lord who withheld His 
grace that would allow Pharaoh to have a change of heart.  He was obvi-
ously pushing the envelope to teach the truth.  In the next plague, God 
began to show the benefit of being allied with Him.  The flies did not 
reach the Israelites region of the city.  They were spared for the purpose of 
demonstrating that Jehovah was Lord in the midst of the earth.  Powers of 
darkness are never noble in their ultimate purpose.  They seek to intimi-
date by demonstrating their skills, and when there are harmful conse-
quences it is of no particular concern to them.  But here, God demon-
strates that His acts are for His purposes in the earth and that He is draw-
ing a line between those who worship Him and those who worship power. 

 4) Works of darkness ultimately end in death.  God makes the truth 
even more vivid pointing out to Pharaoh that He could have wiped out the 
nation rather than just plague it with blood, frogs, gnats, flies, death of 
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livestock and boils.  Yet Pharaoh stubbornly held his economic ace, intent 
upon keeping Israel as slaves.  After the hail, Pharaoh was so strung out 
on his greed that he would not even listen to rational counsel from his 
own ranks.  His own servants asked him if he understood that the plagues 
had destroyed Egypt and that he needed to get Moses out of the country!  
After the locusts, the Lord gave them a taste of the deep darkness they 
were allied with.  Pharaoh tried at this point to negotiate saying they could 
leave but not take their livestock.  His greed still blinded him to his hope-
less situation. When Moses would not negotiate, Pharaoh banished him 
and threatened to kill him if he ever came before him again.  Moses said, 
“You have spoken truly; I will never see your face again.”  The lesson 
was over for both nations.  The firstborn, the pride, the joy, the hope, the 
future of Egypt died. 

 When we are DISCERNING rather than DECEIVED, we can distinguish 
works of darkness because they do not reflect the truth or heart of God.  Holy 
Spirit discernment and the principles of God come from keeping our priority fo-
cus on knowing Him.  Knowing light will expose darkness.  Knowing the real 
will expose the counterfeit.    

 Practitioners of the dark arts are on personal and private quests.  Many start 
out looking for control to combat their own fears.  Whether by slight of the hand 
trickery or by covenanting with darkness, they develop techniques of interpreting 
nature like weather, animals, stars, etc., to predict the future.  They learn to ma-
nipulate the natural hoping to influence the supernatural.  They learn incantations 
to release their agreement with powers of darkness.  Many seek knowledge and 
spiritual connections to have influence over other people, ultimately hoping to be 
powerful and wealthy.  They may or may not realize they are allying with de-
mons: 1) while demons can take a person past natural knowledge, they are not 
all-knowing, 2) demons are under no obligation to be truthful.  3) demons are 
never ‘helpful’.  They are maneuvering for control in order to steal, kill and de-
stroy at the opportune moment.  

 There are those who will defend their practices declaring themselves “white 
witches” or compassionate defenders and helpers of the helpless.  This is the 
same bill of goods the serpent sold Adam and Eve in the garden: you will be able 
to discern good and evil and know just how to deal with it.  You will be just like 
God.  The bottom line is that no matter how good human intentions are, if they 
refuse to operate in the Spirit of Christ, they are opposing His Lordship and they 
ultimately defile lives.  The excellence and skill of the  human ability without 
Christ boils down to worshiping the abilities of the creature rather than the Crea-
tor.  The word is very clear that these are works of darkness and workers that He 
never knew.  Matt. 7:21-23  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
"Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 



SEEC  Magazine          7                 October/November 2020 

"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!'(NKJ) 

 I believe it is essential that we know and teach the word and thereby expose 
and destroy the works of darkness.  Nothing was ever created in hell.  All hell can 
do is misuse God’s stuff.   So, I pray we realize there is no need to forfeit God’s 
stuff just because it has been perverted or misused by lovers of darkness.  

 Even if warfare does not end quickly in this present darkness, the ground 
taken in each battle is an investment for future wars and wins. 

 John the Baptist was at the river because God led him there.  He hung 
out in the Qumran Caves (where the Dead Sea scrolls were discovered.)  
He came from Jerusalem where his dad, Zechariah, was a priest.  His 
mom was Elizabeth and they were righteous folks serving an unrighteous 
system, an apostate system.  John probably told his dad that he loved and 
respected him but he could not hang in that system.  Zechariah surely told 
John by law and tradition that he should be there to succeed his father as a 
priest, but John did not have the heart to do so.  Zechariah did not have 
the ability to change the unrighteous system for his son, so he watched 
him go do what God said do and go into hiddenness.  In our church world 
today, I believe we are all tired of promoting people and ministers for 
ministry’s sake.  May we have people who have been hidden and then 
revealed at the right time.  John showed up at the river at the right time.  
Although he was not dressed like a priest, he was a pure priest at heart, 
and it would take a pure-hearted priest to baptize this Melchizedekal priest 
named Jesus.  The baptism of Jesus was the launch of His global con-
quest.  He came up out of the water and fulfilled His public ministry to 
conquer in behalf of His Father.  His identity was affirmed, confirmed. 

 He was baptized right by Jericho where Joshua (Jeshua) and the 
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whole nation was baptized going into their conquest.  Our baptism is also 
a launch into our conquest for Christ.  That is often minimized today.  The 
book of Acts doesn’t have classes on optional baptisms.  The water and 
Spirit baptism are commanded, and that is not as a prerequisite for going 
to heaven but for establishing a foundation for discipleship and growth in 
order to advance the Kingdom of God in the earth.   

 Ministry and mission do not give us our identity, but our sonship and 
daughtership do.  Over and over God calls the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob the sons of Israel.  They came up out of the Red Sea but 
they still saw themselves as slaves, but slaves don’t conquer and slaves 
don’t inherit.  Of all the enemies that Israel faced in the desert, they were 
their own worst enemy.  That’s why they behaved like they did.  Even 
after experiencing God’s deliverance, they were still not able to shake 
their Egyptian mindset and couldn’t restrain themselves from worshiping 
other gods, and they could not see themselves as sons.  Identity matters. 

 Alignment matters.   Numbers 2:02b, They shall camp around the 
tent of meeting at a distance.   Aligning with the tabernacle was about 
aligning with the presence of God.  The tabernacle was built by God’s 
pattern given to Moses before they headed out on their journey.   It was to 
be in the very center of their encampment.  We must be aligned with the 
Presence of God in order to advance in the purpose and will of God.  This 
is so visual.  It pictures the pattern and priority of God’s people then and 
now.  Scholars can’t agree on this, but they say their encampment was 
minimally three miles wide and perhaps twelve miles square, but the main 
point is that it centered around the Presence.  Numbers 2:3 tells us they 
were not only aligned with the Presence, they were also aligned with each 
other by camping in specific positions.  Likewise, if we do not align with 
each other properly, we won’t be identifiable as the people of God.  And, 
if we are not aligned with one another, we will not be a successful army.  
So not only must we know how many will go to war with us, we need proper 
alignment to understand the assignments of the tribes, groups and ministries.  The 
sons of Light need to be wiser than the sons of this age in relating and communi-
cating with their own kind.  Jesus mentioned the opposite when He said the sons 
of this age are wiser than the sons of the Light, and we need to turn that around.  
The sons of this world’s systems should not be wiser than the sons of Light.   

 There were three tribes posted on all four sides of the tabernacle.  There was 
one chosen to be the point tribe on each side:  the east side was Judah, the south 
side was Ruben, the west side was Ephraim and the north side was Dan.   There 
was order established.   They were not just a redeemed mob doing whatever they 
felt led to do.  Of the three tribes on each side, there was one on point but specifi-
cally related to the other two tribes.  For example, on the west, Ephraim was on 
point but was with Manasseh, (Ephraim and Manasseh were two sons of Joseph), 
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and the third tribe in their grouping was Benjamin (who was the closest brother of 
Joseph.)  Firstly, this shows us how there are layers of alignment in the Kingdom 
of God.  People sometimes complain when there is fellowship with different 
streams, but rather than being jealous or possessive perhaps we need to be aware 
of layer alignments in the Kingdom.  Secondly, their order showed alignment had 
purpose:  Num 10:28  This was the order of march of the sons of Israel by their 
armies as they set out.  This was the procedure for moving out in order:  1) The 
cloud rose and the Levites packed up.  2) The shofars sounded. 3) Moses proba-
bly led them in Psalm 68, Let God arise and His enemies be scattered.  (This was 
a war cry.)  4) As they moved from Sinai and ultimately to Zion, the people lifted 
a song to Him who rides in the deserts (Psa. 68).  Judah’s camp faced the east, 
just like Eden did, just like the tabernacle did, just like the temple did and later on 
Jesus entered Jerusalem through the eastern gate.  Alignment matters. 

 Faith matters.  In Deuteronomy, (which means the law again), Moses re-
viewed the forty years of wilderness wanderings for a generation born in the de-
sert.  They probably had not had a long rehearsal of the law as previous genera-
tions.  This new generation was also numbered, (Num. 26), and they were the 
ones who followed the Levites across the Jordan.  God stressed over and over in 
Deuteronomy that they were to go over the Jordan into the land the Lord God was 
giving them.  He stressed again and again also that He would scatter the seven 
nations of the Canaanites before them and they were to possess the land. So, why 
didn’t they go over and possess the land?  They didn’t know they could, even 
though God told them over and over.  Finally, in Joshua 5, they got over there 
under the leadership of Joshua, the leader of  God’s army.  They were the moving 
ekklesia now baptized.  Then Joshua sees and is impressed by the imposing figure 
with a sword.  In a sense this is Joshua meeting Joshua (Jeshua) and he asks him 
whose side He is on.  Basically, the Lord of Hosts answered that He was not there 
to take sides, He was there to take over! (There was no voting on the matter!)  He 
was telling Joshua the issue was not what side He was on but which side Joshua 
was on.  Both the Angel with Moses at the burning bush and the Angel Lord of 
Hosts with Joshua show how angels partner with the ekklesia, and make the at-
mosphere pregnant with possibilities.  I believe we, the ekklesia, have now come 
to such a Joshua and the Lord of Hosts moment.  We have been taught, disci-
plined, humbled, dealt with and processed, so now it is time to do the stuff.   

 We are the followers of Jesus and aligned as the Spirit-endued ekklesia.  We 
are here for His will, purpose and agenda so our God can be manifest and bless 
nations, villages and communities on all continents.  May the Lord put His cour-
age in us. 

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, 
apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having minis-
tered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching 
apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book 
WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materials may be found at 
his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262.) 

FMCI ANNUAL CONFERENCE  OCTOBER 26-28, 2020    Info: fmci.org 

KINGDOM LIFE CHURCH   FRISCO, TX 
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 We have to battle every high thing that exalts itself against the knowl-
edge of God.  Those things started with Satan in Isa. 14, when he said he 
would exalt himself above the throne of God.  When he walked into the 
garden, he tempted Adam and Eve to see themselves as higher.  One of 
the strongholds in the Church right now is a superior mindset among the 
people.  This superior thinking is the cause of sectarian divisions in the 
Body of Christ, but God says we are one.  He said we have to be one so 
that the world may believe.   So prophetically, the world can’t believe un-
til we become one voice, one people without mindsets that any is superior 
to the other.  Gal 3:27  For as many as were baptized into Christ, you put 
on Christ. Gal 3:28  There cannot be Jew nor Greek, there is no slave nor 
freeman, there is no male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.   
Jesus tore down the walls of superiority.  Eph 2, says Jesus broke down 
the wall between the Jews and Gentiles.  We all have anointings and dif-
ferent gifts but in the Body, in the New Man, there is no one superior over 
the other.  Jesus is King and has always had trouble with this superior 
matter.  It even surfaced among the disciples.  In Matt 10, He sent them 
out with authority and told them to cast out devils, preach the gospel of 
the Kingdom, raise the dead and heal the sick.  After going out under that 
mandate, a man came to Jesus and said the disciples could not cast a de-
mon out of his son.  After Jesus cast it out, he turned to the disciples and 
asked, “Hey guys, what have y’all been talking about among yourselves?”  
They had been talking about who was going to be in charge among them 
or who would be superior in their little group.  If we elevate what we have 
as superior, the light will go out!  Even the mother of James and John 
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came to Jesus with the request that when He came into His Kingdom her 
sons be seated in superior places beside Him.  He told them they were 
thinking like the one that governs the world, and in that world system un-
der the sway of the wicked one, people rule over people.  He told them 
that would not be the way of His Kingdom.  Instead the greatest would be 
the least and servant of all.  In our kingly anointing we won’t rule over 
people.  We rule over demons and powers and sin while we serve people.   
Jesus was God.  Jesus was the Son of God.  He was the ruling King. Yet, 
when He came to earth, He humbled Himself and became a servant.   

 Many of the sectarian groups that have their name on the outside of 
their buildings are pointing out their superiority to the group in the build-
ing down the street, even though they all were created from the moves of 
God.  We have watched some of every group that rises up with an anoint-
ing of God end up thinking they have something superior and then the 
light goes out.  Look at our colleges that were started by the anointing of 
God to teach the Bible, why has the light gone out?  The moves of God 
through history have been real but in their aftermath things got elevated as 
though they were superior, like a particular way of baptizing or a new sys-
tem of church government or special methods of ministry and such.  That 
will make the light go out.  Even in a marriage, the man has a role and the 
woman has a role.  The man is not superior to a woman nor vice-versa.  
Each has an anointing for their role.  We walk with each other.  We honor 
each other and humble ourselves for our roles.  Pro 13:10  Only by pride 
comes contention.  Pride and a superior mindset cause division that keeps 
us from being one so the world can believe.  

 Judgment begins in the house of God.  2Co 10:6  having readiness to 
avenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. God is ready to 
avenge disobedience that troubles the Church but first His Church must be 
in obedience.  I was encouraged that the Church is moving into obedience 
when the prophets called this time a new era rather than a move of God.  
Movements die out because there is a segment that will go build their tab-
ernacle and the light goes out, and a divided house cannot stand.  We must 
be one.  We have to know who we are and stay aware that we have an 
anointing of prophet, priest and king.  We must know we are to rule over 
darkness, sin and the enemy, but we do not rule over people.  We walk 
humbly before people and serve them through helping and intercession 
and priestly prayers.  Our kingly prayers are bold and courageous decrees 
against darkness.   

 It is not wrong to have different buildings and different congregations, 
the superiority mindset is the problem.  When we have a First Church and 
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then Second First Church there’s an elevation problem somewhere.  We 
are left wondering if God started any of them.  The Lord has a Body and 
there is not one among us better than the other.  The Corinthian church got 
worried about this and who they would follow early on.  By the eleventh 
chapter they really got in trouble at the communion table.  They were re-
membering one Body but drew lines of superiority in society and would 
not eat together.  Then they wondered why they were weak, sick and dy-
ing!  They were dividing the Body that should be one.  We can meet 
wherever as long as we have the right mindset.  Whatever God has given 
each of us by grace is to serve others in some way.  It is not to elevate us 
above others.   

 The Lord took Paul up into the third heaven and gave him an incredi-
ble revelation.  Afterward Paul was troubled by a thorn in his flesh.  He 
asked the Lord to remove it but God said He permitted it for a reason.  
Paul would find victory in it and realize it was a deterrent to being exalted 
because of the elevated revelation he’d experienced.  In that thorn or 
weakness, Paul found God’s grace and power sufficient.  According to 
Hebrews 11, there are two aspects to faith.  There is a faith that delivers 
like the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace and Daniel in the lion’s den, 
but there is also an enduring faith.  When we are not delivered, we endure.  
If you are anointed of God, you will have something in your life troubled!  
Paul didn’t name the thorn because everyone of us has a thorn.  Deliver-
ance will come if we endure and overcome.  We have to know there are 
miracles but also have to know how to walk in endurance and overcome.  
That enduring faith produces character.  Paul said in Romans 5, I glory in 
whatever is happening to me because I persevere and perseverance pro-
duces character that gets me to hope.  Many people do not have strength 
of character because they do not know how to endure.  There is a gospel 
being preached that says to just get saved and have enough faith and you 
will never have another problem, but that is not true.  In Acts 14, when 
Paul was traveling around strengthening the churches, he was telling them 
to contend in the faith because there is much opposition in the Kingdom 
of God.  That’s why we put on the armor of God, so we can stand and per-
severe.   Even when we see the most incredible miracles possible, we still 
need to know how to persevere.  One of the signs of being truly born 
again in the power of the Spirit is perseverance.   Sometimes we need to 
gird up our loins and look for perseverance rather than deliverance.  The 
gospel of the Kingdom of God, the gospel of the rule of God includes per-
severance.  Perseverance has a way of processing a superior mindset right 
out of us!  We become convinced it’s all God’s grace and not our works.   
If our troubles come from the devil we can resist him and he will flee.  If 
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it’s God, gird your loins up!  He is humbling us so His grace can come to 
us.  The meek shall inherit the earth.   

 We all have the potential to feel superior to someone.  There was a 
group working together in prayer and ministry to our city leaders for thir-
teen years.  Another group rose up in the city and sent a written “prophetic 
word” that they were taking over this city mandate and anyone who said a 
word against them would be cursed, and the light went out in the city.  
However, we can renew our minds and keep the light on.  Rom 12:1,  I 
beseech you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God to present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, pleasing to God, which is your reasonable 
service. Rom 12:2,  And do not be conformed to this world (SYSTEM), but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, in order to prove by you 
what is that good and pleasing and perfect will of God.   Rom 12:3,  For I 
say, through the grace given to me, to every one who is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think. Notice that verse three 
warns us to be careful when we renew our mind that we do not come to 
think of self more highly than we ought.  Even if we take 1000 scriptures 
to memory, that does not mean our mind is renewed.  1Cor 8 tells us that 
knowledge puffs up.  When I first came out of Bible school I thought I 
knew it all.  Now, I hope I don’t die and go to heaven as ignorant as I am!  
(I have been through a process or two.)  Until we quit exalting ourselves 
over others, our mind has not been renewed, but we can renew and be 
right-minded because God has dealt to every man the measure of faith.   
We need one another.  May we love one another, pray for one another and 
help one another and let the prophetic, the priestly and the kingly anoint-
ing upon us be as effectual as our Father intends. 

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at 
the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Teaching and prayer is at 10:00am each 
Sunday. To contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study 
manual on the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   
Email: wol-luf@consolidated.net) Simon Purvis will be speaking at Kingdom Congress 
March 3-5, 2021 at Grace Church Willis,TX. Info is at  martygabler.com 
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 In Hebrews 1:1-3 the Bible teaches that in the Old Testament era, 
God spoke to mankind through the prophets.  The word spoke is translated 
broke the silence.  So, in those days God broke the silence of heaven by 
releasing strategic information to the prophets to progressively advance 
His kingdom agenda of heavenizing earth.  God also spoke to His Son 
Jesus in the same manner. He provided progressive revelation to Jesus 
from His birth until His crowning as King of Kings.  The good news is 
that He continues to speak to us today as sons through The Son to con-
tinue the advancement of His earth mission until Son Jesus returns to 
abolish the last enemy, Death. 

 Word in this passage is rhema, translated the narrative or discourse 
of His living voice.  Power, or dunamis, speaks of His miracle power and 
force. The spoken word of God to us through the Holy Spirit is a force to 
be reckoned with.  It is the word of His power that manifests, upholds, and 
takes charge of the narrative in any given situation.  It is His power-
infused word to us as sons and daughters that literally impacts the spiritual 
landscape of everything around us and shifts it into the heaven order. 

 This spoken word to us is a word of God’s faith given specifically for 
divine purpose.  When Holy Spirit speaks into our spirit, that narrative 
becomes a seed of God’s faith that He intends to manifest through us in 
His power.  So, it is important that when we receive this word of God’s 
power that we not be casual about it.  We are to nurture that word inside 
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of us, mature it, and release it in God’s perfect timing without compro-
mise as His divine force to be reckoned with.  All this of course is to ad-
vance His kingdom agenda of heavenizing earth.  His word assures our 
success in this mission.   It is the word of His power. 

 Nehemiah is a great example of this principle.  As the cup bearer of 
King Artaxerxes of Persia, Nehemiah heard of the plight of the Jews in 
Jerusalem.  The city lay in ruins, the walls were broken down, the gates 
were burned, and the Jews were at the mercy of an evil political spirit 
manifesting through Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem the Arab (the de-
monic three).  His burden became his mission as he sought permission 
from the king to return to Jerusalem and restore civil order.  The king 
granted Nehemiah’s request, was given letters to the governors of the re-
gion for safe passage, given the king’s soldiers for an escort, and granted 
access to the king’s forest for timber. 

 Nehemiah’s arrival in Jerusalem was immediately met by strong op-
position by the political spirit.  The demonic three were infuriated that 
Nehemiah would dare restore the city and the welfare of the Jews.  They 
immediately went to work to conspire against Nehemiah and destroy his 
divine assignment.  They mocked the Jews to discourage them.  They con-
spired to fight the Jews by creating disturbances.  They plotted against 
Nehemiah to bring him to the bargaining table.  They accused Nehemiah 
of appointing prophets to declare him as king of Judah to lose favor with 
King Artaxerxes, and they used scare tactics against Nehemiah to strike 
fear in his heart and force him to hide.  Nehemiah was threatening the in-
fluence of the evil principality that had been operating unchecked in Jeru-
salem, and the prince of the power of the air was pushing back! 

 The key to Nehemiah’s success was through the word of God’s 
power.  Through THAT word, he never allowed the enemy to control the 
narrative. He always took charge of the narrative in the power of God’s 
rhema.  When he first addressed the Jews, he began the narrative of en-
couragement to engage them in the word of the Lord. 

 Then I said to them, You see the bad situation we are in, that Jeru-
salem is desolate, and its gates burned by fire.  Come, let us rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem that we may no longer be a reproach.  And I told 
them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me, and also about 
the king’s words which he had spoken to me.  Then they said, Let us 
arise and build.  So, they put their hands to the good work. (Neh. 2:17-
18) 

 When Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem heard of Nehemiah’s plan, they 
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mocked the Jews to demoralize them.  In response, Nehemiah not only 
encouraged the Jews but also rebuked the demonic three through the word 
of God’s power.  God’s rhema is His law, and Nehemiah released the en-
forcement of this divine law through the following decree: 

But … Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem … mocked us and despised 
us and said, What is this thing you are doing?  Are you rebelling against 
the king?  So, I answered them and said to them, The God of heaven 
will give us success; therefore, we His servants will arise and build, but 
you will have NO PORTION, RIGHT, or MEMORIAL in Jerusalem. 
(Neh. 2:19-20) 

 This only infuriated the evil coalition more.  In retaliation, they con-
spired to fight against the Jews by creating disturbances along the wall to 
halt the work.  The Jews became afraid, and so Nehemiah encouraged 
them again with the word of God’s power.  He said, 

When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials, and 
the rest of the people:  Do not be afraid of them:  remember the Lord 
who is great and awesome, and FIGHT for your brothers, your sons, 
your daughters, your wives and your houses.  And it happened when our 
enemies heard it was known to us and that God had FRUSTRATED 
their plan, then ALL OF US returned to the wall, each one to his work. 
(Neh. 4:14-15) 

 Following this word of God’s power, each man took his place on the 
wall.  With one hand they worked and with the other hand they carried 
their swords.  The trumpeter also stood guard to sound the alarm should 
the enemy attempt to fight against them. 

 Once the demonic three realized that Nehemiah was not going to stop, 
they tried to bring him to the bargaining table.  They sent letters to him 
four different times to coax him down from the wall in the name of peace.  
On each of the four occasions, Nehemiah sent the same answer: 

So I sent messengers to them, saying, I am doing a GREAT WORK and 
I cannot come down.  Why should the work STOP while I leave it and 
come down to you? (Neh. 6:3) 

 The next attack came in the form of a fifth letter to Nehemiah accus-
ing him of appointing prophets to proclaim him the new king of Judah.  
He responded back with this statement: 

Such things as you are saying have not been done, but you are IN-
VENTING THEM in your own mind. (Neh. 6:8) 

 It looks like America is not the first nation to have its God-appointed 
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leaders attacked by the political spirit through fake news! 

 Finally, Nehemiah received a warning from a friend that the demonic 
three had hatched a plan to kill him in the night.  The friend encouraged 
Nehemiah to hide out with him in the temple where they could pray to-
gether and be safe for the night.  Once again, Nehemiah responded: 

Should a man like me flee?  And could one such as I go into the temple 
to save his life.  I WILL NOT GO IN. (Neh. 6:11) 

 The key to victory in principality wars is controlling the narrative 
with the word of God’s power and taking action to see that word manifest.  
Nehemiah never moved off the word of the Lord had given him, he con-
sistently controlled the narrative in the face of opposition, and he com-
pleted a massive restoration project in only 52 days.  Following the con-
clusion of this project, he then proceeded to restore God’s kingdom order 
within the nation.  Nehemiah made a difference. 

 In our conflict today with the Political Spirit, it is our responsibility to 
regain and consistently control the narrative over our nation with the word 
of God’s power.  The church, ekklesia, is destined by divine design to 
steward and transform Father’s earth in such a way that earth becomes the 
mirror reflection of His glory.  For too long we have believed the lie that 
government belongs outside the church.  Government begins in the 
church, and we have remained silent and disengaged from our responsibil-
ity for too long.  Now is the time to repent and to take our place on the 
wall to restore the seat of God’s power in the earth. 

 We must not shrink back and allow the Political Spirit to dictate to us 
a future of bondage and censure.  It is our time to awaken to the word of 
God’s power, take charge of the narrative, and restore the broken spiritual 
walls and burnt gates of our communities and nation.  It is time for us to 
echo the voice of His power and enforce His will in our decrees to the 
principalities and powers of the air.  It is our time to be activated and shift 
our beloved nation back toward God’s original intent.  It is up to the true 
kingdom church to take charge of the narrative, release the word of God’s 
power, and restore our nation to her divine roots and original intent.  
Never doubt the power of His word and your voice to declare it!  Your 
actions will make the difference. 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX and are national officers and 
trainers for the International Fellowship of Chaplains. Larry’s latest book is titled The Orphan Heart 
and has impacted many lives. A number of churches have used the book as a study guide for 
weekly classes. He is also the author of Kingdom Life—Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book 
you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church experience 
often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in the kingdom of God. 
Contact info:  www.kingdomlife.org) Larry will be speaking at Kingdom Congress March 3-5, 2021 
Kingdom Congress information:  martygabler.com/kc2021 
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    We live in a world that is full of filters.  We use them in so many areas 
of our lives.  We use them in our houses to keep the air clean.  We use 
them to make our water better to drink.  We use them in our vehicles for 
the oil and the airflow.  We use them in our electronics and music to dial 
out frequencies and enhance frequencies so we can better control the 
sound quality.  There are also natural filters that are not man made, but are 
all around us and we don’t even notice them.  The rocks and sand in a 
brook work as a filtering system to clean the water.  The atmosphere fil-
ters out harmful UV rays that would be a problem for us.  Trees filter out 
carbon-dioxide and turn it into oxygen.  The reason the sky looks blue is 
due to the fact that the atmosphere scatters the blue color more than any 
other color, thus the sky is blue.  Filters are used in photos and videos to 
accentuate as well as correct colors.  Filters are everywhere and they af-
fect us every single day.  So to are the internal filters of our viewpoints, 
worldview, theology, eschatology, and experience.  They accentuate and 
correct the color schemes in our minds and thoughts.  Lets look at some of 
the ways filters can be positive or negative in our lives. 

    Fear is the greatest and most powerful negative filter we have as human 
beings.  So much of our beliefs and behaviors stem from our relationship 
with fear.  Since Adam and Eve fell in the garden and hid themselves 
from God, we have all dealt with this powerful emotion called fear.  Gen 
3:10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked; and I hid myself.  Notice Adam had not feared any-
thing until this moment.  An act of disobedience and distrust set Adam up 
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for a skewed perspective of his relationship with God.  This is the insidi-
ous nature of fear, it directly attacks the primal and core need inside of 
every human being… relationship.  God‘s response is absolutely remark-
able as we see in the next verse.  Gen 3:11  And He said, “Who told thee 
that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 
thee that thou shouldest not eat?”  God doesn't address his emotional re-
sponse of being afraid.  He doesn’t address Adam‘s actions of hiding from 
Him when they normally meet at this time.  The Lord goes directly at the 
core problem…”Who told you that you were naked?”  If I can rephrase it, 
“Who told you what you look like?  Who told you that you were uncov-
ered?  Who told you that you were vulnerable?“  The Lord did not deny 
what they were feeling, nor was he bogged down on their behavioral re-
sponse in hiding themselves, but God goes directly at the challenge of 
identity in Adam and Eve.  Fear entered in when Adam chose to believe 
that their identity was something other than what God had said.  That little 
filter of distrust led to mankind struggling with a fearful nature rooted in 
self-identity.  Am I good enough?  Did I do the right thing?  What will 
people think of me?  And this is how the devil uses condemnation to keep 
the people of God down and living a life less than the John 10:10 “life 
more abundantly” He has promised.  365 times the Bible speaks of “fear 
not”.  One scripture for everyday.  2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  So, if a mo-
ment of distrust can allow sin to usher in fear and an identity crisis, can 
the converse be true also?  That is, an act of obedience can allow the love 
and power of Jesus to redeem us back to the original intent for our iden-
tity… being conformed into the image of His son.  Fear is a filter that can 
lead us to and lock us into a mindset that keeps us from seeing the King-
dom of God in action.       

    If fear can keep us from seeing and experiencing the Kingdom of God 
and the fullness of its life-giving flow, there are two filters that can en-
hance and accentuate it.  They are these:  God is good and God loves me!  
These two filters can help pull out thoughts, feelings, counsel,  and experi-
ences that are contrary to the character and person of God.  This is how 
we take every thought captive and bring it into obedience to the Lordship 
of Jesus.  We make our situations and circumstance submit themselves to 
these two immutable facts:  God is good! and God loves me!  The fact that 
God is good and His mercies endure forever addresses the nature and es-
sence of God.  He is good all the time.  What I am experiencing in this 
moment may not be, but He most definitely is good.  The goodness of 
God is directly connected to His glory.  In Ex 33 Moses asks to see His 
glory, and God answers by saying, “I will make all my goodness pass be-
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fore thee.”  God can be nothing but good.  The problem is not with God’s 
actions, but with our definition of good.  He cannot be anything other than 
who He is by nature.  God is good.   

    God loves me!  Once we establish the filter of the nature of God, the 
fact of His loving affection towards us must be firmly established in our 
souls.  Many people may believe that God is good, just not to them.  Pain, 
trauma, tragedy, unanswered questions and soul wounds have left an in-
delible mark on the lives of so many people.  Someone might say, “I be-
lieve God is good, but I am not worthy of His goodness.  I’ve done things, 
seen things, been a part of too much and too many things to earn His 
love.”  So, the enemy uses condemnation and self-loathing to keep the 
people of God locked down in some sort of self-imprisonment.  We don't 
even realize that the cells we are in are locked from the inside and we 
have the keys to freedom.  “God loves me” is a kingdom key that opens 
the prison doors of our mind.  We are not worthy of His love, yet He of-
fers it to us.  We can’t earn His love, yet He gives it to us freely.  God is 
too wise to be arbitrary, and too loving to be cruel. 

    Filters, filters, filters!  So many things affect us and the way we live our 
lives.  A simple filter can accentuate or diminish, it can enhance or take 
away, it can hold back or let in.  Whether obviously or subconsciously, 
filters are in constant operation.  As the Holy Spirit removes the filters 
that hinder us, let us make a concerted effort to install the filters we know 
will lead us to a greater dimension of the Kingdom of God. 

God is good! and God loves me!   
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, coun-
selor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and 
marriage. He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. He does a 
short livestream each Wednesday at 9:45am on the Grace Church Facebook page. His 
email is: pjoeb87@gmail.com * Website: gracewillis.org * Services at Grace are live each 
week on Grace’s Facebook page and there is an archive of videos on Grace’s YouTube 
Channel.)  
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 If anyone knew personal tribulation, it was Paul.  No wonder he said 
in Acts 9:16 ESV, “For I will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.”   How would you respond to Christ, just having ac-
cepted Him and He says to you, what He said to Paul?  Many of us would 
say “let me think about it first!”  Before I get too far along, please note the 
last six words of that verse “for the sake of my name.” So you want to be a 
Christian? So you want to be in the ministry? The Message Translation 
says, “And now I’m about to show him what he’s in for—the hard suffer-
ing that goes with this job.” In John 16:33 (same red letters as Acts 9:16) 
(AMP Trans) “In the world you have tribulation and trials and distress 
and frustration; but be of good cheer….”   It’s kinda helping explain 
what following Christ and ministry is all about and what’s included in it.  
Don’t misunderstand my point, for me personally I always see the glass as 
half full and in much of my life overrunning, but sooner or later truth be 
told, Jesus is right on. 

  Again my point is “What Is Our Focus?”  Let’s delve a little deeper 
into Paul’s life. Paul gets these tremendous revelations in Christ, way be-
yond what the original Apostles received.  So that he wouldn’t be puffed 
up about this incredible spiritual knowledge and revelation, Jesus said, 
“I’m giving you a thorn in the flesh.” (Hold on, it gets better.)  You know 
the story.  He asked three times to have it removed, nope, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee.” Now this same Paul in 2 Cor. 11:26 describes his 
spiritual path by listing eight perils - perils in waters, perils of robbers, 
perils of his own country men, perils by the heathen, perils in the city, 
perils in the wilderness, perils in the sea and perils among false brethren. 
And if that’s not enough in vs. 27, “...in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fasting often, in cold and naked-
ness.”  Then besides all that, in vs. 28, Pastor Paul includes “the-daily-
care-of-the-church.”  SELAH 

  How many of us could remain  focused on our calling and ministries?  
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In the very next chapter following the “perils” (2 Cor. 12:9) “...Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me.”  Without thorns, without tribulation there 
will NOT be this power Paul speaks of.  So now, we come to his focus 
and ours because his words give it away. If it worked for Paul, it will ac-
complish the same in us.  Listen to his words, while keeping in mind all of 
these tribulations. (2 Cor. 4:16 CJB) “This is why we do not lose courage. 
Though our outer self is heading for decay, our inner self is being re-
newed daily. (17) For our light and transient troubles (light afflictions) 
are achieving for us an everlasting glory whose weight is beyond descrip-
tion. (18) We (focus) concentrate not on what is seen but on what is not 
seen, since things seen are temporary, but things not seen are eternal.”  

  Even our beloved Peter began to share with his focus as well as Paul. 
(I Peter 1:6&7 NIV ) “….though now for a little while you may have had 
to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. (7) These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes 
even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed.” 

  Father, thank you for finding a man like Paul to show us how it’s sup-
posed to work. May the Lord Jesus encourage you in completing your 
callings and giftings, may you rise above and focus on the eternal “...in 
this life you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer I have overcome 
the world.” 
(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the 
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Minis-
tries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I 
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. 
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 
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 Have you ever been overwhelmed by your own sin, overwhelmed to 
the point of believing that God would abandon you?  I have more often 
than I would like to admit!  Are you frustrated by what you've done? Have 
you become depressed and don't know how you can keep going?  

 SIN in our lives can make us feel as if we are entirely unlovable, a 
failure, unusable, and the list goes on.  Then we must deal with repentance 
again, which leaves us feeling guilty, because we have to keep coming 
back to start all over again.  Perhaps at your church you recite a prayer of 
repentance every week or you have a habit of asking God for forgiveness 
but you have become numb to it. God cares less about the action and more 
about the heart. We must  make sure to take the time we need to truly re-
pent our wrongdoing. Your relationship with God, (and your own strug-
gles with sin, guilt, and shame), will be better for it. Rather than run from 
God when we sin, we should run to Him! As we think of His wrath 
against sin, remember also JESUS' shed blood on the cross and His sweet 
words "It is finished."  

 In my life, allowing sin to rule me caused a hardened heart to form.  A 
hard heart doesn’t happen overnight. It happens little by little, as layer 
upon layer begins to build up just like scale in a water heater. Your heart 
becomes covered with a seemingly impenetrable coat of armor that is de-
signed by necessity to protect it from being shot through and broken 
again. Sometimes your heart can get broken so many times that a thick 
scar tissue forms around the heart, making it hard.  The good news is that 
no matter how long those scars have been there, they can be completely 
removed by asking forgiveness and being in the presence of Father God.  
"The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as 
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have a contrite spirit." (Psalm 34:18) 

 Sometimes you have to go through layers of forgiveness to strip away 
the layers of unforgiveness that have built up.  That can be done with a 
heart of repentance that says, "I confess where I have not had a perfect 
heart towards you, and have lived my way instead of your way.  Lord I 
repent of all that ."   

 My husband James always says, "Sin will take you further than you 
want to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than 
you want to pay."  THAT IS SO TRUE! Yet with that being said, we still 
buy into lies like, "I can sin a little and get away with it or my sin isn't 
really that bad." Then on the other end we say,  “I've sinned so much I 
could never be forgiven”,   leaving us in a hopeless cycle of sinning and 
needing forgiveness, AGAIN!  I heard a teaching by Mary Kassian awhile 
back.  She told a story about a man named George C. Parker. He was a very 
handsome and charismatic man and was also one of the most successful 
con-artists in American history.  A practiced deceiver, Parker is well known for 
his successfully selling landmark properties like Madison Square Garden, The 
Statue of liberty and The Brooklyn Bridge. It is reported that over a period of two 
years he sold The Brooklyn Bridge up to twice a week,  sometimes for five thou-
sand dollars, one time for fifty thousand dollars and one time for fifty bucks! 
What a deal!   

 Now how is it that people could be convinced that The Brooklyn Bridge was 
for sale, that the guy they were talking to really owned it, and that they could 
really buy it by just handing over all the cash they had on hand?  Leaves me won-
dering which part of their brain was not functioning.  How could anyone be so 
naive?  Have you ever received a call or email offering you something that is just 
too good to be true only to find out later you had been scammed? Americans lose 
over 2.5 Billion dollars to fraud each year. You may wonder how some people 
could be so gullible, but in the moment when a con artist is smooth talking you 
and playing to your emotions, it is extremely difficult to see through the decep-
tion. The con in con-artist is short for confidence. The con-artist convinces you to 
put your confidence in them and their promises. Highly skilled in manipulation 
and persuasion, they play on our weaknesses and neediness. I have never fallen 
for a financial scam, but I have fallen for a spiritual scam more often than I want 
anyone to know.  We all have.   

 Actually, George C Parker is not the most talented or most successful 
con-artist in history. That distinction belongs to Satan.  John 8:44 says, "The devil 
cannot tell the truth because there is no truth in him."  When he tells a lie he 
speaks from his own nature because he is a liar and the father of all lies.  He is a 
thief that comes to kill, steal and destroy, and he is a pathological liar coming to 
sell you a bill of goods.  He cannot tell the truth.  He comes everyday to sell you 
Brooklyn-Bridge-sized lies, all sorts of lies, and especially lies about God and 
SIN.  Look at the example of Eve in the garden.  Satan first asked her about what 
God had said.  Then he began to pick apart God's words to convince Eve she 
could do things her own way and didn’t really need God's input.  She had the 
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capacity to make good decisions without God's help. She could be the judge. Sa-
tan convinced her, "You have the right.  You have the potential.  You can figure 
things out for yourself. You don’t need anyone telling you what to do!  You are a 
smart, strong, independent woman and its time you start acting like one."  She 
was deceived! Satan convinced her to place her confidence in his words rather 
than what God had said. How did he do this? He appealed to her senses and de-
sires and emotions, convincing her that the fruit would give her what God was 
withholding, satisfy what God would not and make her dreams come true.  How-
ever, the fruit did not make her dreams come true.  The taste of the fruit was 
good, but faded quickly to the horrible truth of her sin.  The sin produced awful 
consequences in her body, her mind, her will and her emotions in both her rela-
tionship with God and her marriage.  In the long run, Adam’s and Eve’s sin pro-
duced consequences for every human that has ever lived. 

 I look back at my life and how I was brought up in the church believing I 
was a good person.  I tried to follow the ten commandments and be good to oth-
ers but never really understood that being good is not enough and being saved 
and going to heaven should not be where my relationship with God ends.  Our 
goal as a Christian should be to conform into his image, His likeness, and walk 
just like Him, as well as being Kingdom minded and never wanting to offend 
God. Jesus doesn't hate sinners, but He hates the sin. God will forgive me for my 
short comings because He is good, but the sign of repentance is that you hate sin. 
Charles Spurgeon said " If you can sin and not weep over it, you are an heir to 
hell. If you can go into sin, and afterward feel satisfied to have done so, you are 
on the road to destruction. If there are no pricking of conscience, no inward tor-
ments, no bleeding wounds; if you have no throbs and heavings of a bosom that 
cannot rest; if your soul never feels filled with wormwood and gall, you are no 
child of God." This broke me.  I repented before God and asked Him to convict 
me of wrong thinking. I don’t ever want to be outside His will for my life, and 
from my time in prayer with the Father I have learned that the little things matter. 
Every little thought and action matters. Everything I allow myself to watch, hear, 
feel and think matters.  Luke 16:10 NIV, "Whoever can be trusted with very little 
can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will be 
dishonest with much."  Therefore I take every thought captive now no matter how 
small.  

 Billy Graham said, "He has forgiven your sins at the cost of His own dear 
Son. He has given you His Word and the priceless privilege of prayer and wor-
ship. The only thing He forgets is our sins. Only when we understand the holiness 
of God will we understand the depth of our sin.”   So let’s not live sloppy lives 
just because everyone else does.  Let's not be Sunday morning Christians punch-
ing an I Went to Church card!  Let's not lie to ourselves and believe, “Well no one 
has seen me do it so its ok”.    Let's be honest with ourselves and with our Father, 
and let us receive forgiveness, turn away from sin, and never settle for being less 
than He created us to be. 

(Michelle Kent is a Wife, Mother, and a Mimi. She is co-pastor and Worship leader at 
Community Church in Iraan, Texas. She and her Husband James have been in ministry 
for 30 + years serving within the church and being the church in their community. Check 
out Michelle and Iraan Community Church on FaceBook.)  
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 Recently I was driving and praying, minding my own business, when 
all of a sudden I clearly hear, “You have been entertaining things that 
have shaped your life and belief system.” Well, I instantly knew this was 
big and the Holy Spirit had just put His finger on something that has been 
a big hindrance in my life.  When I got home I looked up the definition of 
‘entertain’ and here’s what it says: to show hospitality to, to hold in the 
mind; harbor; cherish, to receive and take into consideration, to have as a 
guest.  I knew what entertain meant but this was a whole new perspec-
tive.  He was saying, “You have shown hospitality to things that have 
shaped your life.” “You have harbored things that have shaped your belief 
system.” “You have cherished things that have shaped who you are.” He 
wasn’t talking about the good things.  For the Holy Spirit to make that 
clear in this moment, especially when I have been asking Him to give me 
insight and understanding, I knew He was revealing hidden things that 
needed to be dealt with.   

 Let me give you a personal example of what He was talking about.  A 
couple of days after hearing this I ended up with a throw-up head-
ache.  The following day I was driving, again, and was all caught up in 
making plans on how I would deal with one of these headaches if I was 
out in public.  I was literally deciding on if I would try to get to a bath-
room or just run outside to throw up when the Holy Spirit breaks right 
into the middle of this thought and says, “You are entertaining having 
headaches for the rest of your life.” There was a moment of stunned si-
lence, then I realized that is exactly what I was doing while planning an 
emergency throw up evacuation plan.  Wow.  Just wow.  I realized that 
things like this have been shaping my life and how I operate and prepare 
me for the worst to come.  I have been entertaining the worst to come 
treating it like it’s a guest for me to give honor and my time.  I was giving 
this horrible thing my agreement.  It’s quite miserable to entertain a future 
that is the opposite of what God planned and provided.   
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 This has helped me understand why I am in the current shape I am in 
and why the church and nation are in the shape they are in.  We’ve been 
entertaining things that are not the will of God.  We’ve been entertaining 
things that were never His intention for us because somewhere along the 
line something was suggested that brought agreement.  We have enter-
tained things personally, as a church and as a nation that have shaped us 
into what we are right now.   

 I was having a discussion with a friend the other day about seeing de-
monic things and how it’s so unnerving.  We were discussing how to deal 
with it and basically how to prepare for the next time it happens.  As we 
are talking this out I start to realize something.  I grew up seeing things 
like this, and I grew up hearing about others in the church dealing with 
these things.  There has been more talk throughout my life of dark en-
counters than of encounters with the Kingdom realm.  I realize part of that 
is because it has been taboo to talk about angels too much because “we 
don’t want to get into angel worship”.  Well, that backfired! The fear of 
worshiping angels has led to entertaining demons, and the base of all of 
this is fear.  It boils down to fearing everything else and not the 
Lord.  Either we are bowing our knee in fear of the darkness or in fear/
reverence of God and His Kingdom.  We are meant to deal with the de-
monic and entertain angels.  We partner with angels not worship them. 

 Let me say a little more about this fear issue.  Psalm 19:9a says, “The 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever”. If there is a clean fear then 
that means there is an unclean fear.  The state we are in is from harboring, 
cherishing, holding in mind, showing hospitality to either unclean fear or 
the fear of the Lord.  Our life and belief system will show us which one 
we are entertaining.  Unclean fear has allowed a very dark agenda to take 
hold of our nation, churches and our lives. 

 This year has been hellacious because Father is waking us up to see what we 
have been entertaining and it is absolutely disgusting. This is the year it shifts 
from entertaining the unclean to the clean, and that speaks volumes regarding 
what is being exposed.  Did anybody think awakening would look like this? I 
sure didn’t.  I’m shocked but extremely thankful.  It’s time, right here in 2020, to 
shift our entertaining to the fear of the Lord, God’s agenda and purposes, what He 
says about you, your family, your church, and our nation.  This year is a setup for 
launching into the Kingdom of God manifest unlike any of us have ever seen. 
(Melissa will be speaking and leading worship at Kingdom Congress 2021 which is Mar.3-5, 2021 at 
Grace Church Willis. All info: martygabler.com/kc2021) 
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 In October we are going up 
and out of dark places hand over 
hand on the three-cord rope of hope 
and promise and God’s faithfulness 
(Eccl.4:12 “a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken”). The joy of the 
Lord is our strength (Neh.8:10—
“ t he  j o y  o f  t he  L or d  i s 
your strength”) to reach and grasp 
and pull. His light and salvation  
(Ps .27:1  — “The  Lord  is 
my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? the Lord is the strength 
of my life”)  are the bright glow of 
expectancy that we climb toward as 
we lift up our heads to where our 

help comes from (Ps.121:1). 

 This first verse fairly describes our nation at this time. But that de-
scription will not be the final outcome.  Isa.59:14, NASB — “Justice is 
turned back, And righteousness stands far away; For truth has stumbled in 
the street, And uprightness cannot enter.”  That has a ring of hopeless fi-
nality to it but the Word of God continues with the delivering acts of God 
because our Holy Father is not finished with this nation. Let us now read 
what God Almighty is in the process of doing. Job 5:12, Amp — “He 
frustrates the devices and schemes of the crafty, So that their hands cannot 
attain success or achieve anything of [lasting] worth.”  Our Lord will not 
simply step in and do some frustrating, He will also bring judgment  
and meet out the consequences of their attempts to destroy this nation. 
Isa.29:15, Amp — “Woe (judgment is coming) to those who [try to] 
deeply hide their plans from the Lord, Whose deeds are done in a dark 
place, And who say, “Who sees us?” or “Who knows us?” Yahweh sees 
and knows.  2Pe.2:9, Msg — “So God knows how to rescue the godly 
from evil trials. And he knows how to hold the feet of the wicked to the 
fire until Judgment Day.” 

 Traveling throughout portions of our nation during this time of chaos, 
we have discovered that there are many individuals and husbands and 
wives and organized groups who are relentlessly interceding for America. 
There are many who are getting involved in the political process which is 
confronting and contradicting attempts to destroy and tear down. We have 
links to some notable names in the political arena who are up against  
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constant attacks because they are taking a stand for righteousness and are 
putting forth much effort to turn America back to God, even to overturn 
Roe vs. Wade.  We have even had opportunity to prophesy over a few of 
them. They cannot go without prayer covering. 

 I just returned from Kentucky with Apostle Jim Hodges. We witnessed the 
bold reality that the harvest has not been put off nor has it even diminished. The 
King of Kings is seeing to it that His Kingdom is advancing even in the midst of 
chaos. This is the year of the unconventional and Mighty God is funding and sup-
plying His purposes in this earth in unconventional ways. The ministry ARC 
(Addiction Recovery Care) where Bro. Hodges and I go to minister twice a year 
will double its size on November 3, 2020. This ministry to opioid addicts will 
grow from 900 beds to 1650 beds in one fell swoop. There will be an accredited 
college on the 52 acre campus and clients will be able to earn college credits and 
trades while recovering. Only the Lord God could do such a thing. ARC is con-
tinuing all their other centers and adding this $40 million like-new Catholic col-
lege campus Nov.3! It is estimated that 7,000 people will come through and be 
helped on that campus annually. There is a three story building on one end of the 
campus retained by the Catholics where Nuns live. They have already started 
praying for ARC and the clients who will be coming.  There just isn’t enough 
room in this report to tell of the workings of the Lord on the hearts of business-
men, Catholic officials and politicians. The tremendous problem of opioid addic-
tion crosses the aisle. Both Democrats and Republicans want to help Tim Robin-
son rescue the captives and get them back into the workforce of Kentucky and 
our nation. They have baptized 750 so far this year and expect to baptize that 
many again before the end of the year. We heard several testimonies of how 
mothers have been reunited with their children (and even whole families) since 
entering the faith-based program. The harvest is great and many are being har-
vested for our King’s purposes in this hour. Each time we go to Kentucky several 
individuals (a number of which did not even believe in prophecy before) tell me 
of how I prophesied to them the last time I was there and how Father has won-
drously brought the word to fulfillment in their lives. They weep and are so 
deeply touched that Father would know details about them and personally speak 
to them through a stranger. Some of them had just entered the program but are 
now employed by ARC helping to minister and set the captives free. It is such a 
joy that Father lets me participate in touching and rescuing the captives.  

 Chaos can’t prevent Jesus being Jesus. In the meeting Saturday night there 
were two people miraculously healed in the service. On Sunday night there were 
four people healed in the meeting. I drove to Dallas so I could fly out with Apos-
tle Hodges. On the way there I stopped to grab a quick lunch. From across the 
store I heard someone say, “Bro. Marty, how you doing?” It was a young man I 
had not seen in awhile. He asked if I had a minute to listen to a praise report and, 
of course, I did. He said that when we were at their church last year his wife had 
just miscarried. It had really taken a toll on them. He said that I prophesied that 
morning to them about one who would be born. (He didn’t go into detail about 
the prophecy but he was very happy.) He said that they now have a three month 
old baby boy and that he is advanced in all areas beyond his age group! Blessed 
be the name of the Lord forever! Yahweh will show Himself mighty and will be 
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glorified more and more even in times of national chaos. He does the unconven-
tional in unconventional times. There are numerous other reports I could give but 
for my limited space here. 

 I shared earlier in the year that the Lord showed me three waves that would 
roll over our nation before the November 3 election which would have designs to 
totally disrupt the election or hinder and make President Trump look bad. I be-
lieve the manmade Covid outbreak was the first, the violent and destructive riots 
against law enforcement (along with the forming of militias) are the second and I 
believe the third wave will be a technological one in the form of cyber attacks and 
wowing technological displays. Through such technological attempts there could 
likely be attacks on all forms of electronic communications including cell towers 
and even household computers through viruses. Yesterday I received a message 
from the owner of an internet service provider whom I know. He warned me 
about the fact that this wave has already begun and that I should be very careful 
about which emails I open because the intensity of the attempts is picking up. 

The wave rolling over our nation and select 
parts of the world will be designed to directly hinder the election, government 
and law enforcement process and using terror attacks (of various types on various 
levels—not just physical violence but attempts to disrupt and create confusion) to 
intimidate the masses into acquiescing to give up freedoms for the sake of relief. I 
recommend that you have external backup discs for your computer and do regular 
backups (at least files/personal information) and only connect those discs when 
you are actually doing the backup. I urge you to soberly take to prayer all deci-
sions before allowing circumstances to pressure you into action, such as, getting 
vaccines. It is evident that our nation is in a crisis. During any national crisis it is 
prudent to store up necessary supplies. (Even in a major hurricane threat people 
store up supplies.) If we act out of fear (2Tim.1:7) we open ourselves to the de-
vices of evil. Prov.29:25 — “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth 
his trust in the Lord shall be safe.” 

 Our unconventional Lord is doing the unconventional right through the mid-
dle of this unconventional time in our nation. Kathy and I are praying and expect-
ing Him to do the unconventional on your behalf. We so appreciate your prayers 
and sowing into the mandate the Lord has given us while laboring in the harvest, 
and know that you share in that harvest with us to the glory of our Lord and King. 

 The harvest is still on and our duty as stewards of The King is still in effect 
and still effective. Voting is good stewardship. We can be about our Father’s 
business and let Him use our hands and feet and words. 

Lk.19:13, NASB — "And he called ten of his slaves, and gave them ten minas 
and said to them, 'DO BUSINESS with this until I come back.' Citizens of the 
Kingdom, we have a lot of business to get done for our King before He comes 
back and we have the ample sufficiency which He has given us to get it done 
(Jn.1:12; Acts 1:8;2:4; 1Cor.12:1-11; Eph.4:10-16).  
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* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS

Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.
Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com

PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US



seecministries.org   *   Email: mail@seecministries.org *  martygabler.com 

SEEC Ministries International          PO Box 298           Coldspring, TX  77331-0298 

Speakers include: Jim Hodges, Rodney Lord, Dutch Sheets, Don Crum, Patti Ams-
den, Tim Sheets, Hope Taylor, Brandon Burden, Simon Purvis, Greg Crawford. 

Come participate in the Concert of Prayer for America!   Visit fmci.org to register! Office: 972-283-2262 

! 


