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 I am hearing from many Kingdom leaders about how the Ekklesia, the 
governing body of King Jesus, might minister in a post-pandemic world. 
More than a few believe that we are not returning to "doing ministry" the 
exact ways we did before. Germane to this discussion is the statement 
from the Lord Jesus concerning putting new wine into old wineskins 
(Matthew 9:17). To do so would be to waste the wine! The wine of the 
Spirit must be stewarded and served by the Ekklesia. However, the Ekkle-
sia must first partake of the wine. 

 We know from Daniel and Nehemiah that wine is the drink of kings. 
We know from Revelation 5:10 that those redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb are constituted as a kingdom and a priesthood called to reign on the 
earth. We should note here that the priests of Israel serving in the Taber-
nacle ate bread when they fulfilled their official duties at the Feasts, but 
they did not drink wine. Our Lord Jesus gave us His bread and His wine at 
the new covenant meal. As our High Priest and our King, He gave us the 
meal that authorizes our ministries as priests and kings. 

Here are five observations of what post-pandemic Christianity might 
look like: 

(1) New Structures of Ministry 

  These structures will carry both things old and new in doing ministry 
(See Matthew 13:52). The word old means things still useful, 
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and new refers to a renewed structure --- Greek, kainos. This term in-
cludes the meanings of restoration and reconstitution. For example, the 
Lord's Supper is the reconstituted Passover meal. 

  This pandemic has reintroduced open-air meetings for some churches. 
I sure liked the parking lot services at my home church! 

(2) New Symphonies of Worship 

  I was deeply touched in worship watching many chief musicians in 
the Pittsburgh, PA, area who came together on Zoom to minister. I highly 
recommend you go to YouTube and type in "The Pittsburgh Blessing" in 
the search box. 

(3) New Platforms of Evangelism and Missions 

  This pandemic has expanded the outreach of Street Life Ministries led 
by David Van Fleet in New York! They are doing what they always do, 
but now they are reaching more people with more urgency! In addition, 
now we see Franklin Graham giving altar calls for salvation on Fox News. 

 (4) New Level of Cooperation in the Global Body of Christ 

 The World Wide Web is connecting peoples, nations, tribes, and lan-
guages in the Kingdom! 

 (5) The New Era of the 3rd Great Awakening 

  No one has heralded this message longer or stronger than our good 
friend, Dr. Dutch Sheets. Now it is happening!  

  You should see, if you haven't already, the YouTube video of David 
Wilkerson who prophesied the pandemic. He referenced that this would 
result in a global 3rd great awakening. 

America or Non-America 

 Sadly, this is our choice in this election year! It ‘s also sad to approach 
our nation ‘s birthday and not be able to honestly say ”Happy birthday.” 
This is not a happy time in our nation! I am old enough to remember when 
there were America-loving leaders in both major political parties. 

 After six decades of propagandizing our youth through Marxist, so-
cialist, and progressive college professors, we now have several genera-
tions who do not understand or appreciate the founding or our history. The 
cultural and political choices before us are stark and unsettling! 

 While there are no perfect candidates, we are still under a responsibil-
ity to exercise our citizenship rights and vote. As followers of Christ, we 
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pray for our nation and we vote for candidates that love our nation. If they 
don ‘t love our nation, and their policies reflect it, then don‘t vote for 
them! Ask for discernment, especially of those who pretend they are 
something they are not so they can secure enough votes to win public of-
fice. 

 I will be voting for America on election day. A few practices we can 
do as we fulfill our civic duty:  

(1) Register to vote and encourage family and friends to register. 

(2) Educate yourself and others about candidates ‘biographies and 
policies. 

(3) Volunteer to be a poll watcher at your precinct polling place.  

(4) Financially support your candidates. 

(5) Encourage friends and fellow believers to volunteer to drive voters to 
the polling place. 

Body of Christ — Ekklesia — we can make a difference in this critical 
time! 

Contending for the future and destiny of America 

 In light of what is going on in our nation and in the world today, the 
Body of Christ will need to step up to a new level of spiritual warfare! 
There is a battle raging all over the earth between the sons of light and the 
sons of darkness.  In the terms used by Jesus in the parable of the wheat 
and tares—the battle is between the sons of the Kingdom and the sons of 
the evil one. (Matthew 13:38). If you are breathing and born again, and 
you don ‘t know there is a battle going on, you need immediate attention! 

 For too long, we have been taught to focus on an imminent return of 
the Lord Jesus.  This has led generally to a disengagement of the Body of 
Christ from the spiritual, cultural, and political wars that are necessary to 
win the battle for the earth.  While all true followers of Christ look for-
ward to His glorious return, we need to ask the question: ’meanwhile, 
what are we to do until then?  ‘We could start with the Dominion Mandate 
of Genesis 1:28 and walk in this Original Great Commission given to our 
first parents.   

 Then we can continue by obeying the Commission Jesus gave the 
Church to disciple nations by instructing them to live and walk in His 
revelation and commandments. Our goal is the earth have more sheep na-
tions than goat nations!   

 The battle rages because there are spiritual, cultural, and political 
forces which oppose the Gospel and its growth.  These forces are adver-
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sarial, evil, and wicked. Thus, we need to go the next level in our respon-
sibilities in intercession and involvement on all the fronts of the battle!  I 
remind you of what the old hymn says: ”There is victory in Jesus”. In 
summary, we are called to function as planet managers and culture stew-
ards.   

 The Kingdom of God is increasing and advancing in the earth! The 
Gospel of King Jesus wins in history, not just in the afterlife. 

—————————————————————————— 

FMCI ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 26-28, 2020 

KINGDOM LIFE CHURCH, FRISCO, TX 

Battle for Earth: Globalism vs. Nationhood 

Contending for the future and destiny of America 

We are praying and looking forward to our best conference ever in our 32 
years of being an apostolic family-army. 

• Presence worship, revelatory preaching and teaching, and prophetic min-
istry! 

• Speakers include: Jim Hodges, Rodney Lord, Dutch Sheets, Don Crum, 
Patti Amsden, Tim Sheets, Hope Taylor, Simon Purvis, Greg Crawford, 
and Tim Robinson. 

• Prophets team led by Tricia Miller 

• Ministry and international reports include: Ron Diaz, Costa Rica; 
Woody Blok, Sri Lanka; Dexter Low, Malaysia and Asia; Marco Leardini, 
Nehemiah Project; and Clay Nash, Ekklesia intercession for America and 
the election. 

Visit fmci.org and register early! 

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a 
relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the 
nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ 
internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully estab-
lished. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? 
This book and other materials may be found at his website: fmci.org or by calling the office 
972-283-2262. This article was taken from Bro. Hodges’ FMCI Newsletter.) 
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 We are all familiar with the account of Moses delivering the children 
of Egypt from slavery through plagues.  Plague is defined as a highly in-
fectious disease, especially one with a high rate of fatality.  It is a wide-
spread calamity which produces hardship, trouble, or annoyance; and it is 
also seen as a form of divine retribution.  In the Hebrew it is translated, 
touch, reach, and strike.  It means to be touched by something or coming 
into contact with something that brings harm.  It also speaks of the guilty 
deserving punishment. 

 The plagues of Egypt recorded in Exodus came to pass for two rea-
sons.  First, God had enough of the Pharaoh system and its enslavement of 
His covenant people, which would be spoken by Stephen as the church in 
the wilderness (Acts7:38).  Secondly, after 400 years of bondage, Israel as 
a nation had lost sight of her covenant identity and purpose.  Under the 
Adamic covenant, man had been given a covenant destiny to be fruitful, 
multiply, replenish the earth, subdue, and have dominion (Genesis 1:28).  
While the nation had reproduced to two million strong, she was certainly 
not fulfilling the covenant destiny to subdue and have dominion.  The na-
tion had lost sight of covenant destiny and were bowing to a demonic sys-
tem that exalted itself above God AS God.   

 In Exodus 6:3 God identified Himself to Moses as Jehovah, Self-
Existent One,  This was the first mention of this name of God and is im-
portant since His name sent the message that there was only one eternal 
God, and it was not Pharaoh. He then rehearsed His covenant with Israel 
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to Moses.  He stated, And I have established my covenant with them, to 
give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they 
were strangers.  And I have also heard the groaning of the children of 
Israel, who the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I remember MY covenant 
(Exodus 6:4-5). [God further expands in verse 6] Wherefore say unto the 
children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I 
will redeem you with a stretched out arm and with great judgments.   

 Pharaoh was touching God’s covenant people (His church) with af-
fliction and calamity such that the nation that was meant to rule had, in 
fact, become enslaved by cruel taskmasters.  So, God striked or plagued 
the evil system by judging the gods they served.  In ancient Egypt, gods 
and goddesses were the depiction of all the fundamental necessities re-
quired for sustaining life.  Put simply, anything that made life possible in 
Egypt was represented by a god or goddess, and Pharaoh was exalted as 
God himself.  God “striked” the evil system by dismantling the false gods, 
the self-exaltation of Pharaoh as God, and the Pharaoh system itself until 
Israel was liberated. 

 Ten plagues were strategically released as God lifted his stretched-out 
arm through Representative Moses.  Each plague successively increased 
until the last, which was death of the firstborn of each household.  Phar-
aoh’s son, heir to the kingdom of Egypt, was not spared.  However, the 
Israelites were spared of all the plagues. They were in a safe place called 
Goshen where the Lord’s hand stretched out over them for protection.  
You might say that while the plagues were ravaging the nation of Egypt of 
all its resources, Israel was quarantined in Goshen.  There were no calami-
ties of flies, or lice, or frogs.  None of their livestock died.  While the na-
tion was in total darkness for three days, Israel had light in their houses.  
And when death struck the firstborn of each household, death passed over 
the houses of Israel because the blood of the lamb was spread over the 
doorposts of their homes.   

 Goshen was holy ground where the sons and daughters of the covenant were 
safe and secure.  The plague could not cross the boundary into holy ground. The 
Bible tells us in Psalm 91:9-12, Because you have made the Lord, which is my 
refuge, even the Most High your habitation, there shall be NO PLAGUE come 
nigh your dwelling, for He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in 
all your ways.  They shall bear you up lest you dash your foot against a stone.  
We are holy ground, covenant sons and daughters who carry within us the cove-
nant of the blood of the Lamb of God; and the Holy Spirit is the reality of our 
covenant.   

 There is no doubt that our nation is in a time of shaking.  The Passion Trans-
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lation of Hebrews 12:26-29 states, …but NOW He has promised, once and for all 
I will not only shake the systems of the world, but also the unseen powers in the 
heavenly realm … so only what is unshakable will remain.  Since we are receiv-
ing the rights to an unshakable kingdom, we should be extremely thankful and 
offer God the purest worship that delights His heart as we lay down our lives in 
absolute surrender, filled with awe.  For our God is a holy, devouring fire.  For 
Israel, it was a time when God shook a demonic system that enslaved His cove-
nant people and shook His covenant people to AWAKEN them to the restored 
reality of sonship.  God determined that they would once again recapture their 
identity, purpose, and destiny.  

 I do not personally believe that God is the author of the COVID-19 plague.  
He is not the author of evil.  I do believe, however, that he is both allowing and 
capitalizing on this pandemic to awaken the nations and His church.  For Amer-
ica, evil is now being unleashed through chaos, confusion, violence, and the de-
struction of our history and way of life as a culture and nation.  But what the en-
emy means for evil, God has a plan for good.  Is this the birth pains of the Third 
Great Awakening?  We, the Church, are being provoked to wake up from our 
slumber as a relevant church and assume our destiny as ecclesia to fulfill God’s 
original intent for His covenant people and His earth.  It is not the time to hide in 
Goshen under quarantine; it is time to climb the mountain of the Lord and receive 
our marching orders.  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow to it (Isaiah 2:2).   

 It is not the time for us to hide out; it is time for us to arise and shine.  It is 
time for us to ascend to the mountain of the Lord.  In the midst of misery, de-
struction, death, sorrow, and wickedness that is being intentionally released 
through evil means; it is our time to arise in the brightness of Father’s glory by 
posturing ourselves in the triumph of who Jesus is and who we are IN HIM!  We 
must take the high ground of covenant dominion and rule and reign with Him in 
the midst of this current chaos and confusion. 

 The current plague has also exposed the magnitude of the orphan spirit.  We 
are witnessing firsthand the fruit of bitterness of soul that has been cultivated 
through generations of hurt, woundedness, disappointment, and fatherlessness in 
our nation.  This magnitude of hatred has not been seen in my generation, and 
evil forces are exploiting these wounded souls to carry out the agenda of carnage 
and destruction of Father’s earth; the earth that we are responsible to steward.   

 The wake-up call is come.  This is not the time to retreat into our Goshens.  It 
is time to ascend to Mount Zion and hear what the Lord would say to us.  We 
wait, listen, and remain still until the Spirit writes upon our hearts what has been 
written by the Father upon His.  We then mobilize and move as the Lord’s army 
and strategically engage our mission to heavenize earth.  We will establish the 
genuine culture of the Kingdom of God and displace corruption, greed, evil civil 
government, and the powerless religions of our current culture.  We will disarm 
the orphan spirit and take occupation of our sonship inheritance with honor, in-
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tegrity, selflessness, and faith in our God-given covenant of dominion as sons and 
daughters of God through THE SON, Jesus Christ.  Can we change our world?  
Yes!  Onward! 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX and are national officers and 
trainers for the International Fellowship of Chaplains. Larry’s latest book is titled The Orphan Heart 
and has impacted many lives. A number of churches have used the book as a study guide for 
weekly classes. He is also the author of Kingdom Life—Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book 
you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church experience 
often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in the kingdom of God. 
Contact info:  www.kingdomlife.org) 

 The Lord inspired Apostle Bill Traylor at our church in November 
2019 to begin praying every morning.  He reached out to a few men to 
partner with him as we began to seek the Lord.  So began the journey of 
getting up at 5am, driving to the church by 6:30am, and praying for an 
hour before work everyday.  That may not seem like a big deal.  Many of 
you may have had this discipline in your lives for many years.  This is so 
a part of your lives that you don’t even think about it anymore.  Little did 
we know what was coming our way in 2020.  We had no idea in Novem-
ber what the first three months of this year would bring.  We just began 
with the premise that we don’t know how to pray, but the Holy Spirit will 
give us what we need to be effectual in our time with Him.  The beginning 
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is always more difficult because the course is not well charted and the 
rhythm of a focused prayer time had not yet been honed in us.  The sense 
of feeling our way through the dark changed very quickly when February 
came and we began to see everyday what was happening in our world.  
The Lord was preparing us to fulfil a prophetic word that Grace is to be an 
access point into our region for the Spirit and purposes of God.  I can’t 
emphasize enough the necessity of the people of God praying and acting.  
We need to be prayerfully engaging the heavens so that we may power-
fully engage the culture.  The spirits of intimidation and fear are running 
through our streets.  Now more than ever does the world need to know 
and see that Jesus and the Kingdom of God is come upon them.   

         In these days of trouble and turmoil, the Lord recently led me to 
Psalms 83.  I’d like to share some insights.  I’ll be using the Passion 
Translation.   

 Asaph’s poetic song. God, you have to do something! Don’t be silent 
and just sit idly by. Psalms 83:1 

1.  Does it feel like God is disinterested at times, or maybe it’s just me?  
Many times I just have to shake my head in disbelief at what is happening 
in our nation.  I know from many people that the cry for help is storming 
the heavens for God to do something!  Don’t you see what is happening 
here, Lord?  We, saints need to move our prayers beyond wishlists and 
bless me issues to real effectual intercession that has the entire nation at 
stake.  I believe that its not God who needs awaking, but the people of 
God who need to be awakened to their purpose in history.  We are not just 
waiting for Jesus to come back and fix all this, we have a part to play until 
He returns...occupy til I come.  

 Psalms 83:2-5  Can’t you see what they’re doing? All your enemies 
are stirred up in an uproar! They despise you, Lord. In their defiant ar-
rogance they rise up to host their secret council against your people. 
They conspire together to come and harm your cherished ones—your 
hidden ones.  Our enemies keep saying, “Now is the time to wipe Israel 
off the map. We’ll destroy even the memory of her existence!”  They’ve 
made their pact, consulting and conspiring, aligning together in their 
covenant against God.          

2.  The psalmist realizes the agenda and plan the enemy has schemed for 
their destruction.  We need to take seriously the overall plans and intents 
that these enemies of the cross have for our nation.  They will use every 
tool to frighten, intimidate, manipulate, shame, condemn and control the 
masses in order to bring their idea of what a government should be.  Make 
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no mistake about it.  The agenda is more than an alternative that can work 
within the boundaries of democracy and a political system with protocols 
and decorum.  The organizations coming together want nothing less than 
to topple our government and replace it with a totally radical system of 
oppression that will want to control every area of life from speech to what 
to eat to biology to redefining history and anything else that most Ameri-
cans and believers hold dear and true.  Recognize that this agenda is noth-
ing less than the total overthrow of everything we believe.   

 Psalms 83:6-8  All the sons of Ishmael, the desert sheiks and the 
nomadic tribes, Amalekites, Canaanites, Moabites, and all the nations 
that surround us, Philistines, Phoenicians, Gadarenes, and Samaritans; 
allied together they’re ready to attack! Pause in his presence.         

3.  As the Psalmist begins to enumerate the enemies coming against them.  
The only thing we can say to describe them is “the usual suspects” again.  
These enemies are not new and so too are the enemies that are trying to 
destroy our country.  A tale as old as time would not be an understate-
ment.  The covers or exteriors may look different, but the heart of each 
people group is the same:  the destruction of Israel.  The opposition today 
may have a fresh veneer with  the latest intellectual cause attached to to it, 
but the ends are always the same.  The identification of each one brings us 
insights on how they can be defeated.  If God did it before he will do it 
again.     

 Psalms 83:9-12  Do to them all what you did to the Midianites who 
were defeated by Gideon. Or what you did to Sisera and Jabin when 
Deborah and Barak defeated them by the Kishon River.  Do to your ene-
mies what you did at Endor, whose rotting corpses fertilized the land.  
Repeat history, God! Make all their “noble ones” die like Oreb, Zebah, 
and Zalmunna, who said in their pride, “We will seize God’s people 
along with all their pleasant lands!”        

4.  Here is a kingdom key for us to notice.  By identifying each enemy, the 
psalmist now begins to rehearse Gods dealing with them before.  He be-
ings to remember.  Remember, at its root, means “do again.”  We need to 
use our history of overcoming the enemy to raise our spirits and vision to 
what God wants to do.  He remembers the Midianites who would come in 
every year to steal the harvest from the people of God.  They would come 
in to Jezreel and begin their pillaging.  Jezreel means “God sows” and 
isn’t that just like the enemy to come in to where God has sown a promise 
to you and stand on that ground, daring you to move him.  We need to 
reclaim the promises of God that the enemy wants to mock us from.  He 
remembers how Jael, at home brings in Sisera and deals with him by nail-
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ing him to the ground.  The generals and kings of Midian are dealt with by 
Gideon.  Rehearse His goodness and your victories.  If you don’t have a 
recent victory, borrow one until you get a new one.  Believe it or not, faith 
in what God did for you or someone else is still faith, and faith is what 
pleases God. 

 Psalms 83:13-17  Blow them away, God, like straw in the wind, like 
a tumbleweed in the wilderness!  Burn them up like a raging fire roar-
ing down the mountainside; consume them all until only charred sticks 
remain!  Chase them away like before a mighty storm and terrifying 
tempest.  O Lord, disgrace them until their faces fill with shame, and 
make them acknowledge the glory of your name.  Make them utter fail-
ures in everything they do until they perish in total disgrace and hu-
miliation.          

5.  The psalmist’ prayer turns imprecatory and asks the Lord to deal with 
them.  We know we wrestle not against flesh and blood, and as such, the 
Lord, the Almighty God, goes before us and addresses His enemies ac-
cordingly.  My prayer is save or move, but deal with them.  We began to 
pray years ago for our city and its leadership.  There was such a spirit of 
nepotism and manipulation which can lead to injustice.  Our prayer was 
simple, “save them or move them.”   We are not hear to curse or judge 
people, but the spirits driving and ministering to people.  As a result, we 
elected a new mayor, new school superintendent, new police chief, new 
city administer, new city council members, new judges and new pastors in 
the community, (all of whom were God loving Christians.)  We then be-
gan to serve the community and offer help.  It has developed into a won-
derful relationship over many years. 

 Psalms 83:18  So they will know that you, and you alone, are Yahweh, the 
only Most High God exalted over all the earth!     

6.  The end result is the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our God.  
It is our deepest desire that the world know that there is a God and His name is 
Jesus.  God will deal with the enemies of the cross and He will use his Ecclesia to 
demonstrate his authority and power.  It is up to us, not only to pray, but also 
engage in the cultural war that is raging.  We do this by voting.  We do this by 
speaking.  We do this by loving.  We do this by serving.  We do this by believing 
that “of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end.”  
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace International Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, coun-
selor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and marriage. 
He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. He does a short livestream 
each Wednesday at 9:45am on the Grace Church Facebook page. His email is: pastor-
joe@graceic.org * Website: graceic.org * Services at Grace are live each week on Grace’s Face-
book page and there is an archive of videos on Grace International’s YouTube Channel.)  



SEEC  Magazine          14                   August/September 2020 

 The Holy Spirit prompted me with the phrase “It’s Complicated,” as I 
considered our times.  As mature, unmovable and gifted Christians we 
might have to help explain our times and events to those who are floun-
dering and wavering and feeling unsteady in faith.  (1 Cor. 15:58 says, 
“Be ye steadfast, unmovable, unshaken.” When Paul was warning the 
Thessalonians about being deceived about Christ’s having already come, 
he says in 2 Thes. 2:2, “That you be not soon shaken in mind or be trou-
bled.” Their problem was they had their eyes and ears on others instead of 
God’s Word. Please understand that God can uncomplicate things, situa-
tions, circumstances, relationships.  He can put Humpty Dumpty back to-
gether again. Before I reference one of the most complicated issues for the 
nation of Israel in the Book of Ezra, let me first establish a guide to com-
prehend how their circumstances, complicated as they were, are no differ-
ent than what is going on in our nation now.   

 The Greek word periplokos means COMPLICATED, confusing, to 
fold together or weave or plait together or to make complex!  I’m using 
2020 vernacular to explain a spiritual condition.  When a “California” girl 
says “It’s complicated,” it means, this is going to take some time.  When a 
man from Texas says, “It’s complicated,” it means he is confused about 
the relationship that he’s in and he is not fully committed to it.  That is a 
picture of the “so called” church today.  Many Christians are in their rela-
tionship with the Lord but not in a fully committed fashion.  So when 
things happen in their lives and they lack commitment, it gets compli-
cated. 

 To be “over complicated” means becoming needlessly distracted or 
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double minded, and that’s a point of no return similar to the times in 
Ezra’s days.  I will try in a few words to compare the times for us.  Ezra 
9:10 (Message), “And now, our God, after all this what can we say for 
ourselves? For we have thrown your commands to the wind, the com-
mands you gave us through your servant the prophets. They told us the 
land you’re taking over is a polluted land, polluted with the obscene vul-
garities of the people who live there; they’ve filled it with the moral rot 
from one end to the other.”  The core of their troubles is in Vs. 12, 
“Whatever you do, don’t give your daughters in marriage to their sons, to 
marry your sons to their daughters, don’t cultivate their good opinion, 
don’t make over them and get them to like you so you can make a lot of 
money and build up a tidy estate to hand down to your children.”  (Don’t 
invest in their culture.)  Verse 13, “You, dear God, punish us far less than 
we deserved and even went ahead and gave us this present escape!” So 
their actions exacerbated their position of being in relationship with God 
but not fully committed.  Next is one of the hardest things Israel had to do 
to uncomplicate their dilemma. Ezra chided them about marrying strange 
wives and having children with them, (a natural thing), but Ezra says in 
10:10, “You’ve broken trust. Confess to God and do what he wants you to 
do.” (Here it comes hard and fast), “Separate yourselves from the people 
of the land and from your foreign wives.” And all the congregations said 
in vs. 12 with a shout, “We will do it just the way you said it”  Radical 
times require radical action then and now.  They totally understood, but 
do we?  This action of sending away the wives they married and the chil-
dren from those marriages was complicated to say the least, but if we 
want solutions to our nation, we need to listen to Holy Spirit’s thoughts 
and His Word.   We will have to separate ourselves from “things we’ve 
married ourselves to and have a crop of seed with!”  (And hopefully it’s 
not too late.) Could this be our current escape? 

Dabbling in the wrong culture will bring confusion, entanglement and 
heartache, and at some point God jerks on our leash and says, ”You’ve 
make it complicated but I’m the God who can unscramble eggs and set 
your nation, your household and the true Churc back on a foundation of 
truth.” Let us not fear or be double minded or confused about what is hap-
pening.  I believe God is wanting to uncomplicate our complications. Let 
us also shout out, “We will do it.” Beloved, let us stand firm and ask God 
to use us in this most serious time of our nation’s needs to neutralize the 
enemy's message. 
(Dr. Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the 
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Minis-
tries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I 
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. 
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 
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 Some people fear that civil war might come to our nation again but 
civil war is not coming, it’s already here.  It just doesn’t look like the 
Civil War we had in 1861.  Civil war is defined as ordinary citizens or 
ordinary communities opposing and fighting one another, and so goes the 
daily news.  It is not a matter of the North against the South or blue 
against gray this time.  Hired bullies have been sent into ordinary commu-
nities to start wars.  Pockets of ordinary citizens throughout the nation are 
caught up in multiple, noble sounding conflicts over rights or race or gen-
der or politics or philosophies or law and order.  However, no matter how 
varied the issues, the intent of warmongering remains simply to divide in 
order to conquer.  That battle principle is in Mark 3:24-25  And if a king-
dom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is 
divided against itself, that house is not able to stand. (LITV)  v.24-25, 
CEV A nation whose people fight each other won't last very long.  And a 
family that fights won't last long either. Therefore, we must be discerning 
and stay aware that there is more to civil war than the chaos and violence 
and injustice and stupidity that are all too obvious.  The civil war we are 
in is first and foremost a spiritual war.  If we look below the surface com-
motion, we will find a spirit of division actively instigating and fueling 
each battle.   

 Ultimately a spirit of division seeks to separate God’s creation from 
God’s Original Intent so that the plans of God fall in history and fail to 
come to pass. This spirit is stupid enough to set itself against Almighty 
God and tenacious enough to try anything.  Besides working to separate 
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people and make relationships dysfunctional, it is working against our 
foundational values and beliefs.  One blatant example is how this spirit is 
actively attempting to divide freedom from truth.  John 8:32 tells us, “You 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  There is an undeni-
able link between truth and freedom.  It’s not that truth automatically sets 
everyone free, it is when we know the truth.  That means when we are 
aware of the truth, it will make us free.  Truth that we know will liberate 
or deliver or exempt us from liability.  If people are unaware of truth they 
can live in total ignorance and live as captives of lies and erroneous be-
liefs and cunning deceit.  In recent weeks we have watched deluded peo-
ple project freedom to be extremes of entitlement and destructive chaos.  
Only a self-absorbed and warped mind believes freedom to be totally un-
restrained, unaccountable and anything-goes behavior.  Only darkened 
minds believe they are free when they are captives to misbeliefs and lies.   
(Isa 44:20 says a deluded mind cannot even question the lie in his own 
hand.)  When the United States of America declared its independence, our 
forefathers declared we were no longer subject to the influence or control 
of another government’s tyranny or its oppressive injustice or its single 
ruler with absolute power.  The success of this nation’s launching was in 
the first four words of the Declaration of Independence:  “We hold these 
truths . . .”   They knew truth to be essential for genuine freedom, and we 
likewise know freedom  must be in continual covenant with truth. 

           America began its journey to be a self-governing and self-reliant 
nation with the goal of freedom and justice for all.  The spirit of division 
working against our nation right now also seeks to separate truth from 
justice, but we have to have truth to establish boundaries and principles 
that protect and guarantee moral rightness, decency and fairness.  Without 
truth-based justice, any citizen is susceptible to rampant injustice, even 
the President of these United States.  We recently experienced over two 
years of attempts to prove our duly elected President won the 2016 elec-
tion because of Russian tampering.  False accusations were manufactured 
by incorporated forces of the Dark Side as they deliberately tried to sabo-
tage.  The lying perpetrators behind that Russian hoax produced and tele-
vised their asinine circus and drained millions from tax payer money. (I 
vote that money be paid back out of the personal pockets of those false 
accusers and the government officials who collaborated with them!)  We 
have current event proofs that justice cannot start with lies, and we have 
God proof that truth will prevail.  Certain justice will prevail with the 
Truth according to God’s Original Intent for this nation, and justice will 
include the conniving Hamans hanging on their own gallows.   
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THE CIVIL WAR WITHIN 

 Fighting a spiritual war between good and evil can seem too big a bat-
tle for the Believer who sees himself as a mere private in the army of the 
Lord, or just a thankful sinner rather than a son or daughter of God.  
Thinking that diminishes the Father/sons relationship and divides us from 
the Father also divides us from our Father’s strength and grace and ena-
bling.  Beyond that, it  divides sons from Father’s purpose and Original 
Intent.  The same thing happens if we disqualify ourselves from the 
Lord’s army because of condemnation or shame or flaws or mess-ups.  
We must not allow those things to separate us from His redemption that 
trumps them all.  The battle principle of divide-and-conquer works within 
us when our heart-thinking is divided against us.  It makes us double-
minded and unstable and sabotages our dedication and courage.  More-
over, when we are divided and unstable, so is the dominion that God gave 
us.  That means devils can easily interfere and harass successfully because 
there is no dominion action to block and bind them and legislate circum-
stances.  Whether declaration or proclamation or decree or acts of agree-
ment or prophetic worship or unique obedience, dominion action is align-
ing with God’s desire and order and government.  God-given dominion is 
never about trying to rule the world like a delusional dictator.  It is simply 
a son or daughter of God participating in Father’s will being done in earth 
as it is in heaven.  Spiritual wars are won through such participation.   

  Spiritual war requires effectual prayer.  Before James 5:16 talks 
about effectual prayer and its powerful results, it first says: Confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  
In the previous verse 15, it said the prayer of faith heals the sick. Verse 16 
says prayer after confession of your faults heals.  Evidently, verse 15 is 
healing of the body and verse 16 is healing of the heart (soul).  Verse 16 
goes on to say:  The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish 
much. (NASB) Very strong is a righteous petition, being made effective. 
(LITV) That tells us that effectual prayer that gets powerful results is 
prayer from a healed heart able to pray from a right motive and perspec-
tive.  Faults and slips and offenses are issues of the heart that affect how 
we think and therefore affect how we pray.  The insight here is that since 
our heart-thinking can be tainted or wrong at times, so can our prayers.  
For example, I hate injustice.  That sounds noble and right in itself, but if I 
am offended by unfairness it is possible that my prayers could stem from 
hatred of injustice instead of  a God-view to resolve  injustice.  Although 
an injustice is outside of me, the hatred of it is within and sometimes 
things that are within us cause a reaction instead of a godly response.  
With an inner flareup of thoughts and impulses I could easily find myself 
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cursing those involved instead of discerning the root of the matter to con-
front with effectual prayer.  And hatred could thrust me into war within 
that damages my health and never even affects the problem.  Prayer from 
the wrong perspective or wrong attitude is not effectual because it simply 
does not align with God, and it will not bring a powerful God result. 
Many of the battles we are seeing erupt in our nation are starting from the 
wars within people because hatred or deception or pride or greed or fear 
or lust or revenge has divided their heart and conscience.  Here again is 
the divide and fall principle.  A conscience that is divided has a tainted 
sense of right and wrong and cannot stand as a moral guide.  Just look at 
the corrupt politicians and fake news media that have divided themselves 
from truth and accuracy to boldly lie and mouth a weaponized script.  
Their consciences have been so distorted by darkness that they call evil 
good and good evil.  Isaiah 5:20 spells out the results of such subversion:  
Woe (pain or grief) to those who call evil good and good evil, who put 
darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and 
sweet for bitter!  You accept bribes to let the guilty go free, and you cheat 
the innocent out of a fair trial.   You will go up in flames like straw and 
hay.     

 In these times of trouble and civil unrest, the path to victory is . . . 
daily.  We are to listen for God’s instructions . . . daily.  We are to con-
tinue in the path of calling and purpose . . . daily. We are to trust the Lord 
with the battle whether it is without or within us . . . daily.  There may be 
nights of weeping (Psa. 30:5) but joy comes with the morning when the 
Light reveals His perspective and gets us to effectual prayer and powerful 
results.    Pray with confidence.  None of us is a victim without recourse.  
Each of us can make a difference and be a part of civil war coming to civil 
victory with our prayers, with our voice and with our vote. 

(Kathy will be speaking at DREAMS VISIONS PROPHECY. DVP2020 will be Septem-
ber 11-13, 2020 at Grace Church Willis,TX. For all information go to this link: 
martygabler.com/dvp/) 
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 I believe the awakening we have heard about for a decade, and are 
currently experiencing, is an awakening to the fear of the Lord.  We are 
indeed headed into not only understanding but living in the fear of the 
Lord.  I grew up hearing that the fear of the Lord is awe, reverence and 
respect for God, and it is, but there is still more.  Here’s how the Holy 
Spirit presented it to me a month ago, “Either you are bowing your knee 
in awe and reverence to Me or you are bowing your knee in tolerance and 
submission to everything else.”     

 Do you see what’s happening? The current bombardment we are ex-
periencing is an undeniable wake-up call. We are being harassed with 
fears of everything from never being able to leave the house because of 
sickness, to kids never going to school again, to riots, to being fined for 
absurd restrictions, to being arrested for protecting ourselves.  These are 
fear tactics that are trying to back us into a corner God never intended us 
to occupy.  These fear tactics are driven by darkness and darkness uses 
fear as a means of control.   

 We have been under the influence of darkness for years, probably 
centuries, and it has caused a sleep to fall over God’s people.  The enemy 
is trying to keep us asleep so we will not take our rightful place of domin-
ion over his evil agenda.  We have to choose to either fear God and wake 
up or fear everything else and stay in a coma, and making the right choice 
will involve fighting and enduring.  Since this coma-causing darkness has 
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been around way longer than any of us have been alive, it’s not giving up 
easily.  The battle for awakening is intense and nowhere near over.  You 
might as well batten down your hatches for at least the rest of the year, but 
you can be sure it will be worth it. 

          We have been controlled by fear instead of the true intention of God 
which is freedom from fear that comes through the fear of the Lord.  God 
is waking us up to what He intends for us. He is waking us up to freedom 
like we’ve never experienced in our nation or world.  This explains so 
much.  How can we live in the abundant life John 10:10 talks about if we 
have a knee bowed in fear of everything at our doorstep?  How can we see 
miracles when we are bowing our knee to the impossibilities mounted 
against us? How can we leave a winning legacy when we count ourselves 
among the doomed statistics of disease and age and depletion and debt? 
It’s really starting to make sense why we have only seen glimpses of ef-
fectualness.  We have been under the control of the enemy who planted 
subtle deposits of fear for years through platforms to which we’ve given 
our trust and they didn’t work.  But now it’s our time. We get to be alive 
for this! We get to be alive for the awakening and to bring the Kingdom to 
earth in ways we’ve never seen before.   

 This passage is a perfect tool for this time:  Proverbs 2:3-6, “make 
your ear attentive to wisdom and incline your heart to understanding; yes, 
if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you 
seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will 
understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. For the 
Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understand-
ing;”    Ask for insight and understanding and you will begin to awaken to 
the fear of the Lord.  Then you will understand how to navigate through 
what is at hand and what is to come.  This is our opportunity to demon-
strate the Kingdom of God and leave an effectual legacy centered in the 
fear of the Lord.   

 I’ve heard so many times over the last couple of years that revival is 
coming.  Yes, revival is coming, and it will come through awakened peo-
ple bowing their knee to the Almighty God. 

(Melissa will be speaking at DREAMS VISIONS PROPHECY. DVP2020 will be Sep-
tember 11-13, 2020 at Grace Church Willis,TX. For all information go to this link: 
martygabler.com/dvp/) 
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 ”For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no hu-
man being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctifica-
tion and redemption, so that, as it is written, ”Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-31 ESV) 

 Sometimes I can be so intent on sharing some new revelation that I miss a 
timeless truth. This passage written by Paul as part of his letter to the church at 
Corinth is no exception. Holy Spirit highlighted it to me a few weeks ago and I 
just had to sit with it and let it marinate for a while until more understanding 
came to me. The ”more” of that understanding slapped me right in the face a few 
days ago when I watched a Youtube video (youtube.com/watch?
v=p7_RLiuYgsE) presented by a pastor from Seattle who, along with a young 
prophet and several other men went into the Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone, also 
known as the Capitol Hill Organized Protest for the purpose of preaching the 
Gospel. When I say ”preaching the Gospel”, immediately most of us would 
picture setting up a sound system or grabbing a megaphone and yelling at the 
crowd about repenting and getting their ticket to heaven. That is not what hap-
pened. Their purpose was not to argue for a political cause or even to defend 
Christianity. Their purpose was to pray, listen to the Holy Spirit, and then demon-
strate the kingdom of God through love and the gifts or manifestations of the 
Spirit, and they did! There was one testimony after another of signs, wonders and 
miracles. There were healings, deliverances, prophecy, words of knowledge, res-
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toration, and salvation. There were a few other groups there doing the same thing. 
Any other people who went in to argue or yell at everyone through a megaphone 
were escorted out by armed men. ”And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For 
I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but 
in the power of God.“ (1 Cor. 2:1-5)   

 When Paul went into Corinth, it was clear to him that the way he would 
reach anyone would be only by preaching and demonstrating Christ and Him cru-
cified. Why would he emphasize ”Christ and Him crucified”? To the Jewish 
world, a crucified Messiah was contradictory to their concept of the Messiah for 
He would be one who would ride in on a horse, conquering and overthrowing the 
Roman government. To the gentiles, the idea that a Jewish man might be the new 
Lord over all other Lords was bad enough, but a crucified man? And then when 
Paul answers them by saying this man Jesus was raised from the dead, they were 
convinced he was a nutcase. But then, someone would be healed, a well-known 
heathen would have his or her life transformed for all to see.  

 Paul made sure to point out that while he was with them, he was in weakness 
and fear and in much trembling. This was to let them know that it was the resur-
rection power of the Lord Jesus Christ flowing through him, something that no 
argument can accomplish or overcome. We have seen what the wisdom of man 
has to offer and it‘s vain and empty. Just turn on the nightly news (pick your 
favorite channel) and you‘ll see that all any of them have to offer is just another 
argument. If there is to be a billion soul harvest, and I believe there is (in fact, I 
say “billions”!), then we, as the ekklesia, will need to have laser focus and be able 
to confess that we know nothing except Christ and Him crucified. We will need 
to be more aware than ever of His resurrection life that now resides in us. We will 
need to be more aware than ever that we have been raised with Him and are 
seated with Him in the heavenlies. And finally, we will need to understand that 
we are called to impact a generation that is searching for their true identity. Our 
identity is found in Christ and Him alone. I leave you with the words of Paul the 
Apostle again: ”Christ ‘s resurrection is your resurrection too. This is why we are 
to yearn for all that is above, for that ‘s where Christ sits enthroned at the place of 
all power, honor, and authority! Yes, feast on all the treasures of the heavenly 
realm and fill your thoughts with heavenly realities, and not with the distractions 
of the natural realm. Your crucifixion with Christ has severed the tie to this life, 
and now your true life is hidden away in God in Christ. And as Christ Himself is 
seen for who he really is, who you really are will also be revealed, for you are 
now one with him in his glory! (Colossians 3:1-4 The Passion Translation) 

(Kevin Sherman and his wife Becky live in Conroe,TX. Kevin is the father of four 
sons. He serves at Grace International Church as a teacher and EYC staff mem-
ber. He is also currently a teacher and mentor at Fresh Start in Conroe. Kevin 
writes a weekly blog. To subscribe go to: asyouthink.org) 
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 With every reformation there are new patterns that emerge to bring 
greater understanding. This past week the Spirit of God visited me in a 
unique way. This visitation came in a dream form with a previous vision 
within the dream occurring. 

He said to build the container according to the pattern shown you. Pat-
terns exist to build containers of my Glory and presence. Containers are 2 
fold, individual and corporate gatherings. Reformation is not so much 
about changing the people of God but about the container the people par-
ticipate in. Most people are functioning based on what the container they 
have placed themselves in allows. The Church or ekklesia is not about the 
building but about the called out ones to rule and reign. What has been 
done today is to make it all about the container and not the people. The 
program is building the container, yet I say I will build My Church. My 
Church exists within the container, but is held back from being added to 
because they place themselves in containers that God has not built or do 
not allow Him to build. If you change the container to what I desire to 
build, the people will automatically function differently and will even 
grow up spiritually. The current container will not hold My glory and is 
designed to hold people back from true spiritual growth. Reformation is 
not based on maturity, but based on My  patterns of things I have deter-
mined I will build upon. Josiah is a good example of a reformer. At age 8, 
he is given the task of being king over Israel. He has no natural knowl-
edge to do such a task. The advisors he could draw from have been under 
the same idolatry spirit allowed in the nation. He went back and found the 
last established pattern that had been lost. He saw what his father David 
did. As he did this, he sees the blessing of God come upon an entire na-
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tion. Climb the mountain of the Lord and grab hold of the orbs of truth as 
they come by. Reach out to embrace while climbing ever upward. 

Then a previous vision occurred within the dream with the Lord speaking 
to me. I was walking up a mountain with a group of people. There were 
many paths at the base of the mountain but all merged to one path.  As we 
ascended, blue orbs were floating around us. On the first ascent, the Lord 
spoke to reach out and grab hold of these "Truths" as they came by. We 
were able to reach most but not all. He said some are specific and we 
must grab hold of those that apply to our lives. The Orbs or truths of God 
were lighting our pathway. We knew many had traveled this path and the 
more that traveled the ascent the more defined it was for others to fol-
low.  It seemed we had so many concerns. We reached a  platform and 
had rested. The Lord said "transition".  We start the next ascent in a 
seemingly different way. We knew it was the final one.  We did not look 
back like before and we did not have concerns about the enemy or even 
who was coming with us. This time the blue orbs were not just passing by 
but were surrounding us and even engulfing us at times. The truths of God 
were not just touching our lives but now became a part of our lives. The 
journey had been hard to this point but now the seasoning of God was 
upon us. We had new strength. We were warriors, proven, tried, a force to 
be reckoned with, ones who had beaten the pathway for others. I could see 
that we knew how to war and how to love. We were on a mission of the 
highest level. Nothing was to stop or distract us. Our faces were set as 
flint, seeing the price before us, knowing what we had endured. This was 
the final journey, the final quest; this was the finishing of all things and 
the beginning of all things. 

The Lord then said "build the container with what I have already spoken, 
the mandates that I have placed within your heart. Look at Josiah and see 
how a nation was turned. The only thing you can pass on are MY patterns 
and containers built with my patterns! Only my patterns will I build upon. 
The patterns will always make a pathway for others to follow. They will 
always create life. They are the true riches and inheritance to pass to oth-
ers." 

 We see the story of Josiah in 2 Kings 21.  Manasseh has done evil and 
causes a breach in the tabernacle. Josiah comes as a reformer. You see 
when ever you see a breach; the pattern of God is not in place to build the 
proper container! Without getting into the whole story, Josiah reforms a 
nation by changing the pattern they were living under. He first put the pat-
tern of David back into his own life and then into the pattern of others. He 
removes idolatry, wickedness, and establishes worship and the reading of 
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God's word. In other words, he changed the container for God to dwell 
again by changing the patterns that were operating. We need to stop and 
look at the patterns we have established. Are they Godly? 

 As good leaders, we have built what seems good and acceptable. 
David did the same thing bringing in the Ark of God. In 1 Chron. 
13, David consulted with the people, built a new cart, sought peoples ap-
proval and had worship. But the pattern was unacceptable. )Sounds a lot 
like today.) But he shifted and established the pattern God had ordained 
in 1 Chron 14-15. He becomes a spiritual leader, instead of a people 
pleaser, he carries the ark how God said, and his worship is not in form 
but now has joy! We must develop and move from what has caused the 
breach to what brings the presence! 

 The word 'pattern' means in likeness, form, it refers that what is built 
must have God's hand seen in it, To build in the divine order of what God 
has determined. Building is always associated with salvation. 'Pattern' in 
the New Testament means, fashion, the mark of a stroke or blow, to have 
an image that all can see. David built according to pattern and that is what 
Josiah went back to. 

1 Chronicles 28:10-15  Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to 
build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it . 11 Then David 
gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of the houses 
thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, 
and of the inner parlours thereof, and of the place of the mercy 
seat , 12 And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of 
the house of the LORD, and of all the chambers round about, of the treas-
uries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated 
things : 13 Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and for all 
the work of the service of the house of the LORD, and for all the vessels of 
service in the house of the LORD . 14 He gave of gold by weight 
for things of gold, for all instruments of all manner of service; silver 
also for all instruments of silver by weight, for all instruments of every 
kind of service : 15 Even the weight for the candlesticks of gold, and for 
their lamps of gold, by weight for every candlestick, and for the lamps 
thereof: and for the candlesticks of silver by weight, both for the candle-
stick, and also for the lamps thereof, according to the use of every candle-
stick . 

 1 Chronicles 28:19-20  All this, said David , the LORD made me 
understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this 
pattern . 20 And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good 
courage, and do it : fear not, nor be dismayed: for the LORD 
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God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of 
the LORD . 

Like the sons of Issachar we must know the times and season that are 
upon us right now. 

1 Chronicles 12:32  And of the children of Issachar, which were men that 
had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the 
heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their com-
mandment . 

Times = seasons Rt = perpetuity, for ever, continuing future, everlasting, 
eternal. It means to understand natural patterns. It means to understand 
one time event patterns. It means to understand God's fixed or set time or 
pattern 

 Every season has a pattern to it. When we understand the season, we 
understand the pattern being formed. New patterns of heaven are now 
being established in The Church and the earth. Patterns always reveal the 
glory of God! The seasons of preparation we go through are about crea-
ting correct patterns so the Glory can be seen. So when we finally realize 
a season is finished, it also means a pattern has been formed and there is 
something God desires to show forth through us! You see it is not about 
laboring to be blessed but laboring to see heaven's patterns on the earth. 

 God does not start a new pattern to do away with the old, but changes 
the expression of it! We must be careful not to get caught in old patterns 
that have no affect. We see Moses' and David's tabernacles both operated 
at the same time but only one pattern was affective! The one that also car-
ried God's current expression! We have created earthly patterns copied to 
express heavenly patterns without accessing the revelatory realm to see 
the current patterns of God. Right now, not only does God have patterns 
for us in this moment but also is forming patterns for the future eternal 
moments of the endless age! 

(Dr. Crawford is ordained through the Federation of Ministers and Churches International. He has a 
revelatory speaking gift and unique ministry of laying on of hands. He is connected with many natio-
nal leaders and gives counsel and insight to help current ministry leaders. He pioneered the ministry 
now called The Base. He has a desire for spiritual fathering and has traveled to many nations 
conducting leadership conferences. Greg is also the author of numerous books including Kingdom 
Discipleship, Kingdom Eschatology and Kingdom Centers. Mailing address: The Base  1707 NW 
104th St.  Clive, Iowa 50325; Email: info@thebaseiowa; Website: www.thebaseiowa.org) 
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 Darkness, huge crashing waves and dangerous high winds were life-
threatening factors pressing upon the disciples and rocketing fear and 
dread to heights they had never known. They were panicking because, if 
the present unconventional factors continued, they and their boat would 
go to the bottom of the lake. Initially, Jesus had told His disciples to go to 
the other side of the lake (Matt.14:22-27). At first, they were probably 
focused on their Lord’s instruction and enthused about following those 
instructions. They likely had a point of destination in their minds and 
could see it with the mind’s eye as they planned their route and even had a 
spot in mind to tie up their boat when they landed. But, en route, uncon-
ventional elements interjected themselves and the disciples were forced 
into an entirely different form of effort in which they could no longer see 
the conventional path or destination. They could only focus on immediate 
surroundings and attempts at survival. We must beware of reaching a 
point at which we are merely dwelling on just the facts. Focus on present 
circumstances and abandoning “the other side” and abandoning instruc-
tions or putting them on hold, will take the heart out of us which is a 
must-have factor in getting us beyond the choking grip of present factors. 
These may be the present facts but they are not the conclusion of the mat-
ter. In the Bible, present facts and final conclusions always looked very 
different from one another. 

 We are declaring that hidden and misused facts will be exposed in 



SEEC  Magazine          29                   August/September 2020 

near days and that the economics of our nation and the coming November 
elections will not be thwarted by the machinations of darkness. “He frus-
trates the devices and schemes of the crafty, So that their hands can-
not attain success or achieve anything of [lasting] worth.” (Job 5:12, 
Amp) “Woe (judgment is coming) to those who [try to] deeply hide their 
plans from the Lord, Whose deeds are done in a dark place, And who say, 
“Who sees us?” or “Who knows us?” (Isa.29:15, Amp) 

 THE HARVEST IS STILL ON and it is still growing and develop-
ing. People have been having services on the very corner where the man 
was killed that started all the riots and violence and people are being 
saved and baptized in that very spot! In spite of social distancing require-
ments, people of all races are embracing up and down that street and pray-
ing for one another and for our nation. I have seen numerous photos and 
videos of DOCTORS AND NURSES gathering for prayer in hospitals 
across our nation. One such group went up on the roof of the hospital and 
spread out around the roof with their hands stretched out over the city and 
prayed. For every crisis or threatening event or entity, Yahweh has peo-
ple to overcome them through His power and plans. 1Jn.4:4, TPT — 
“Little children, you can be certain that you belong to God and have con-
quered them, for the One who is living in you is far greater than the one 
who is in the world.” 

 The Lord is still working in people’s lives in spite of the enemy trying 
to get everyone’s focus on the negative. A couple of weeks ago Kathy, 
Melissa and I were ministering in the central part of Texas. After the 
meeting, a young man walked up and said that several years ago I walked 
up to him and put a $20 bill in his shirt pocket and said you will have in-
come when others do not. He said that has been so for all those years. 
Even during the pandemic their business has picked up continually and he 
and his wife have doubled their savings during the pandemic. 

 We have also received reports where the Lord has KEPT OUR PRESI-

DENT FROM BEING ASSASSINATED on several occasions recently (Not in 
the news). We have also received a couple of reports that show God has 
given the president PLANS AND ACTIONS AHEAD OF TIME to thwart the 
enemy at several turns. The hand of God is moving all in and around the 
chaos the enemy is stirring up. 

 Concerns about jobs and income are at the forefront for most people. 
At the beginning of the pandemic a couple who own their own business 
contacted us. They had been very concerned because of the shutdowns 
and restrictions that would affect their business plus they live in a small 
town. They had just received a phone call that would insure they had work 
for several months. They said that it was UNCONVENTIONAL because 
it was not exactly what their company does but because of their expertise, 
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their company would be able to do the work.  I spoke with them last week 
and was told that they still have more work than they can handle and a 
relative had to move to their town to help them. One lady told us that she 
was looking around on the internet and discovered someone owed her 
money and they paid her. Our God is unconventional and, therefore, ac-
complishes the necessary in unconventional ways. We have heard from 
several churches that income has actually been up since the pandemic 
started. Blessed be the name of the Lord that He does not consider the 
impossibilities His people are up against as being something that can’t be 
overcome! Yahweh has always used the impossible to glorify His name. 

 I received the longest text I have ever received with a testimony from 
a woman we have known for decades. About a month before, she was dy-
ing from several life-threatening issues and required immediate surgery. 
She lives by herself and was unable to work and was physically wasting 
away (90#). Let me share with you the high spots: She says, “I had 
stopped praying. I had basically given up. But thanks to you and Kathy 
and Melissa not giving up on me and praying for me, I have truly come 
out of illness, a dark place. My mind is clear. I’m back on my knees pray-
ing. God has blessed me so much since my surgery. I am working out 
again, eating again, doing things for my elderly mother and praying non-
stop for my family.”  Blessed be the name of the Lord forever! Don’t stop 
praying for people. God is moving in response to your prayers, even in the 
midst of national crisis. 

 We must stand firm and solid upon the Word of God for we have been 
given a Kingdom that cannot be shaken. Heb.12:28, Amp — “Let us 
therefore, receiving a kingdom that is firm and stable and cannot be 
shaken, offer to God pleasing service and acceptable worship, with mod-
esty and pious care and godly fear and awe;”  We must (1) pray every op-
portunity that arises; (2) call ourselves and others into alignment with the 
written Word of God and with prophecy (we mustn’t speak out disagree-
ment with the Word and what we have prayed and declared); (3) speak the 
opposite of what we see. A couple of weeks ago a woman left the service 
at Grace and went to a store. A man was not standing right on the tape 
square for social distancing and the woman behind him began screaming 
at him and he began screaming back at her. The whole atmosphere was in 
an uproar. The lady from Grace just began to quietly declare the peace of 
Jesus and the whole thing quieted down and everyone went through the 
line without any further disturbance. 

Ps.4:8, Amp — “In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for You, Lord, 
alone make me dwell in safety and confident trust.” 

Isa.33:22, TPT—”The Lord Yahweh is our judge, our Lawgiver, and our 
King; He will save us completely!” 
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* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS

Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.
Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com

PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US
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