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 The operations of traditional church simply don’t carry the power or 
impact that God intended for His Ekklesia/Church.  I am not suggesting 
that we strain or strive to not be traditional but that we yield ourselves to 
Jesus as He builds His Church/Ekklesia.  His building process is more 
than simply adding to its numbers.  Build also means “edify, mature and 
develop”  So before we get determined and get a hernia trying to be the 
Ekklesia, or before we get zealous and start calling fire down out of 
heaven, or before we almost drown trying to walk on water, let’s remem-
ber it is Jesus that builds and empowers us as His Church.  

 It is Jesus that delegates His authority with the keys, not for us to be-
come superman, but to become super-sons of God that don’t misuse the 
authority that He entrusts to us. When we discern things are not God’s 
will or there is obvious evil or conflict or contradiction in our face, we 
don’t take dominion because we are trying to rule the world (like some 
delusional dictator from the Dark Side).  We take dominion because Jesus 
is LORD and we are His Ekklesia, His called out ones entrusted to oper-
ate in His Name in the earth.   

 We pray, declare, decree and take action with the keys (authority) He 
gives us, and in that moment the Ekklesia and The Kingdom intersect.  
That is when God’s will and order and government manifest in the earth.  
That intersection can be as personal as your prayer over breakfast mani-
festing healing for your headache or as public as a Supreme Court deci-
sion that came because your prayers are answered.  And before you think 
that’s impossible that you could ever affect the Supreme Court, remember 
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you are the Ekklesia which means you are part of something bigger than 
yourself.  So when the Holy Spirit directs your prayer, you can be confi-
dent that prayer carries all the corporate weight needed to succeed because 
we can trust the Lord to generate any and all necessary agreement.  By the 
way, Ekklesia missions are not always carried out in group settings.  We 
are the Ekklesia corporate whether we are on location together or not.  
Last week, I looked out the front door at the early horizon.  It was hazy 
and silvery gray. The only outstanding thing was a black silhouette of a 
utility trailer in a field.  In that momentary scan across the horizon, my 
thought was that the silhouette looked like a canon in a civil war scene.  It 
was a few minutes later when I remembered that glance and the unusual 
thought.  Then I realized it was a visionary prompt to pray for our nation 
so that division and bloodshed could not divide and destroy it.  That’s a 
big prayer mandate and I knew I was not praying alone.  The Lord had 
surely stirred agreement and prompted others to pray also.  Perhaps some 
glimpsed a canon or a flag or a soldier or heard a bugle call to arms, who 
knows, but the Lord musters His army as needed.  So again, because we 
are His Ekklesia, may we not hesitate to pick up the keys for a Kingdom 
intersection or consider His prompts as optional! 

     If you are breathing and reading this right now, you are already writ-
ten into history’s script of an Awakening that is prewritten and predes-
tined by God.  It is already happening and not just as a revival on the 
Church mountain of culture.  This Awakening will go down in history as 
more than a flash flood of souls coming into the church.  It carries an 
ever-increasing momentum that keeps leveling up in truth and revelation 
and clarity, and it will impact every mountain of culture.  In this 2020's 
decade of Awakening, our eyes will be open with 20/20 vision to clearly 
see new things as well as things that we haven’t realized before now.  
When God opened Elisha’s servant’s eyes, he suddenly saw the horses 
and chariots of fire, but they hadn’t just arrived.  They had already been 
there outnumbering the opposition, but Gehazi didn’t know it until his 
awakening. 

 This Awakening is bringing things to light in 2020, both awesome and 
awful things, and it won’t leave any part of culture untouched!  In every 
sphere of life, lust and pride and greed and evil have made monsters that 
distort and defy the will of God for mankind.  But in this Awakening, 
we’ll see sons of God moving into every mountain of culture to confront 
and defeat those monsters.  On the government mountain, people are al-
ready awaking to what political monsters have been trying to do for 100 
years.  There are those who have been pushing a global agenda to rule the 
world through lying, cheating, killing, stealing and destroying.  We as the 
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Ekklesia must take the keys to the Kingdom and see that they are exposed 
and deposed and dethroned.  In the Education Mountain, people are awak-
ing to the hidden plans to deliberately brainwash coming generations and  

change their value systems so they will either self-destruct through per-
version or be psychologically crippled and need controllers.  As the 
Ekklesia we can pray the Lord avenge the children!  Awakening is expos-
ing the corruption that has crept into the Medical Mountain and Pharma-
ceuticals with hidden agendas to intentionally leave people disabled and 
dysfunctional and therefore slaves.  As Ekklesia we pray the pure-hearts 
called to the medical mountain be freed from stress caused by tainted mo-
tives and cunning management.  May the medical mountain life givers 
and protectors come to fulfillment and see the healing of the nations as the 
Lord intends. 

 More and more of the Ekklesia are literally getting positioned and 
taking ground on the Mountains of Science/Technology and Family and 
Finance and Arts/Media.  This Awakening is exposing the undermining 
Goliaths, those demonic, giant systems in these mountains that are at-
tempting to redefine every absolute and every boundary God gave man 
concerning health, laws, relationships and even in gender! (Take heart, 
Awakening will shatter the stupor and spirit of stupid!)  I pray the Lord, 
anoint us like David to behead the subterranean Goliaths as they fall, so 
that they never rise again!  This Awakening is no small thing because The 
whole earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, and the world and all who 
dwell in it. Psa 24:1.  We are His Church, His Called out ones, alive for 
such a time as this.  We have keys to take part in this historical, ever-
increasing display of His Kingdom.  And there is no need to be thinking 
this is all too big and too complicated for little ol’ me.  On the contrary, 
the truth is that it is beautifully simple.  Jesus put it this way in Matt 
11:29, (MSG),  Walk with me and work with me and watch how I do it.   
Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I won't lay anything heavy or ill-
fitting on you.   

 It’s time to trust Him and walk into a Chapter of Awesome. 
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     Act 7:35  "This Moses whom they disowned, saying, 'WHO MADE 
YOU A RULER AND A JUDGE?' is the one whom God sent to be both a 
ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who appeared to him in 
the thorn bush.  Act 7:36  "This man led them out, performing wonders 
and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness 
for forty years.  

Act 7:37  "This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, 'GOD WILL 
RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETH-
REN.' Act 7:38  "This is the one who was in the congregation (ekklesia) in 
the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on Mount 
Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to 
pass on to you.  

 This is the ekklesia that Moses had in the Wilderness. This has cove-
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nantal and spiritual ramifications, but it also includes political and cultural 
ramifications because the ekklesia is God’s Kingdom government on the 
earth.  It wields authority both on the earth and in the heavens.   When 
Jesus said He would build His ekklesia, He was saying He would build 
something that is equipped for battle.  So, we are born for battle and we 
don’t lose battles when we are warring with the heavenly Commander, the 
Lord of Hosts.  He was saying the ekklesia would be His government and 
hell would try to resist His government, but it would fail.  Moses’ congre-
gation failed and they all died in the desert, but Jesus built an ekklesia that 
would not die in the desert.  They would go into the land of promise, the 
land of Kingdom fulfillment.  Canaan is not a type of heaven.  Heaven is 
not a place with ugly giants!  Canaan is a type of the Kingdom of God 
moving out and advancing and being established in the earth where the 
will of God is increasingly being done.  The land of milk and honey, the 
land of inheritance, the land of promise is where the Kingdom of God is 
increasingly invading the earth.   

 Moses led the Old Testament ekklesia in the wilderness for forty 
years.  History tells us that the ekklesia of Israel was in several wars with 
their enemies during that period.  That tells us that the ekklesia has to be 
and has to have an army.  Ekklesia is a government, and a government has 
to have an army.  So, let’s consider the ekklesia army:  1Cor 10, Paul said, 
“I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that our fathers were all un-
der the cloud, and all passed through the Sea.  And all were baptized to 
Moses in the cloud, and in the Sea.” They had a dual baptism in the Spirit 
and the water.  (We see the symbolism here of the Holy Spirit as the cloud 
and the sea as water baptism.)  They were redeemed by the blood of the 
Passover Lamb in Egypt and then delivered as they passed through the 
Red Sea.  Sounds like the book of Acts:  they were baptized in water, bap-
tized in the Holy Spirit and baptized into God’s government led by Jesus.  
This is foundational.  Paul is telling them not to be unaware of what hap-
pened to our fathers for it was recorded for our examples.  The Old Cove-
nant is fulfilled in the New, but we study the Old Covenant because it pre-
sents principles, procedures, process, types and shadows for our instruc-
tion now.  The background of the Old Testament is absolutely necessary 
to understand the New Testament.   

 The book of Numbers traces the journey of Israel through the desert 
and can be considered the book of wandering.  They spent two years in 
the deserts around Sinai where Moses received instruction from the 
LORD.   Num 1:1-3,  Then the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of 
Sinai, in the tent of meeting, on the first of the second month, in the sec-
ond year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, "Take a 
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census of all the congregation of the sons of Israel, by their families, by 
their fathers' households, according to the number of names, every male, 
head by head from twenty years old and upward, whoever is able to go 
out to war in Israel, you and Aaron shall number them by their armies.  

           This was not just a census for demographic information.  The He-
brew word for numbering has to do with mustering an army.  David had 
been rebuked for doing a census because it was not by God’s instruction, 
but Moses was told to do this.  He was mustering an army, an ekklesia to 
face some adversaries.  This is prophetic for us in a sense because they 
had two practical concerns: 1) Who would go to war with them?  2) Did 
they have enough men to win?  We have the same concerns.  According to 
polls, only half of evangelicals are registered to vote and only half of 
those registered actually vote.  We need to know who will go to war with 
us in our world today.  The current cultural and political battles in our na-
tion are rooted in a serious, life and death, spiritual war.  This is not our 
grandad’s election.  One of my grandads was a Republican and he lived 
through the depression and thrived.  My other grandfather was a coal 
miner and a democrat.  Back then both parties had people that loved God 
and loved the nation.  However, today, if you compare platforms of both 
parties, surely a born-again Christian can see the extreme contradictions 
and vote for the right platform.   

 1) NUMBERS MATTER.  There are lessons in Numbers that are 
more than mathematics.  They tallied up all those fit for war to be 
603,550.  They did not count those among them that were not Israelites.  
(Only the nationalists were fit for war, not the globalists.)  It is practical in 
the Kingdom to know that numbers matter.  Consider how shepherds 
know how many are in their flock.  Shepherds make sure the under-
shepherds get their assignments so that they can figure out if any sheep 
are missing each evening.  Psalm 80 says the Lord is the Shepherd of Is-
rael.  He knows how many are His.  Even if our ministry metron is very 
small, it is important that we know the sheep that know our voice.  Num-
bering is more about stewardship than size.  Jesus had twelve and He did 
what He came to do by manifesting Father’s name to them.  He had many 
other followers also but His basic core was eleven that were there to go to 
war with Him.  Numbers matter. 

 2)  REPRESENTATION  MATTERS.  Each of the twelve tribes 
sent warriors to the army of Israel.  This is simple but important.  Each 
tribe sent a different number of warriors but the important thing was that 
they all knew they were in for a fight.  The size of the tribe did not deter-
mine how many warriors they had.  Judah actually sent the most warriors, 
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74,600.  Judah carries a sword and a scepter which shows praising, war-
rior rulers.  Although Judah sent the most and went up first, every tribe 
sent warriors and every tribe participated.  Representation matters.  The 
Church is a holy nation, like Israel was a nation, but we as a nation have 
different tribes, and we need all the tribes represented.  God is into repre-
sentation.  He isn’t into numbers for size sake but for accountability and 
leadership.  He is into numbers because they represent all of us.  No one is 
by himself.  Each of us represent a bunch of folks in our circles of family, 
friendships and ministry.  If we can connect and communicate and coop-
erate in this spiritual war for America, WE WIN!  The ekklesia is a na-
tion, it is a Kingdom government and it has an army and we need each 
other, so representation matters. 

 3)  IDENTITY  MATTERS.   Num 2:2  "The sons of Israel shall 
camp, each by his own standard, with the banners of their fathers' house-
holds; they shall camp around the tent of meeting at a distance.  The sons 
of Israel are going to be in camp and then march into war identified by the 
standard or banner or sign of their tribe.  They go to war knowing who 
they are.  Song of Solomon chapter 6 mentions twice, a bride as awesome 
as an army with banners.  Identity matters.  Identity precedes mission.  
This was true for Jesus.  His identity was affirmed and confirmed at the 
Jordan when John baptized Him.  

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a 
relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the 
nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ 
internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully estab-
lished. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? 
This book and other materials may be found at his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the 
office 972-283-2262.) 
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 We are on the earth and in our nation for such a time as this.  We are 
praying the fear of the Lord return to this nation so that we hate what He 
hates.  Prov 8:13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil. There is something 
happening and we get to be part of it.  Like Peter in 1Peter chapter one 
said, I know you know this, but I am going to stir you up again.  1Pe 2:9 
You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for possession, so that you might speak of the praises of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  We are a chosen gen-
eration, a covenant people, a kingly priesthood, kings and priests unto 
God, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.  In Galatians 6 it says we are Israel 
of God.  As a nation we have government.  We have laws that we live by, 
laws that rule in our heart and we have a King Who governs us.  God is 
developing us to understand that we are a nation.  We are not just a group 
of people that meet on Sunday morning, but a nation with government and 
laws and a King and a mandate to disciple other nations.  It takes a nation 
to disciple a nation.  We disciple according to how God rules us as a na-
tion.  He said we are a holy nation, His own special people.  We are set 
apart for Him that we might proclaim, praise Him and reveal Him.  The 
Church as it assembles in all its varying expressions gives a revelation of 
Him.  Not any one individual can do this.  It takes a people, a nation to 
express who He is and bring the revelation of who He is.   

 The book of Revelation is the revelation of Jesus Christ.  This book 
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deals with past, present and future.  Rev 1:4  John to the seven churches 
which are in Asia. Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was 
and who is coming; and from the seven spirits which are before His 
throne; Rev 1:5  even from Jesus Christ the faithful Witness, the First-
born from the dead and the Ruler of the kings of the earth.  The Lord is in 
charge!  The political parties are not.  The government is upon His shoul-
ders and there is no end to the increase of His government.  This glorified 
Man is in charge.  To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, Rev 1:6  and made us kings and priests to God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  In verse 
18, Jesus said, I am He that lives, I was dead, but death couldn’t hold me 
and behold, I am alive for ever and ever, Amen.  And I have the keys . . . 
that means He has the authority and that He is in charge.  Since He has the 
keys of hell and of death, He is even in charge of hell, the last outpost of 
Satan.  Rev 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying, You are worthy to take 
the book and to open its seals, for You were slain and have redeemed us 
to God by Your blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and 
nation.  Rev 5:10  And You made us kings and priests to our God, and we 
will reign on the earth.   We will reign on the earth. 

              Romans 5:17 tells us that by one man's disobedience death 
reigned, but by one Man’s obedience and His gift of righteousness, we 
shall reign in life.  We are here to reign, to reign over death, to reign over 
sin, to reign over darkness, to reign over unclean fear.  In creation in 
Genesis 1, God said let us make man in our image and let him have do-
minion.  The image is what gives the dominion.  In this dominion of God, 
Adam was to walk in three anointings: prophet, priest and king.  As the 
prophet, man was to hear God, have communion with God, know the Lord 
and know His will and communicate that will in the earth.  God’s created 
man had an anointing for knowledge, to know what God wants.  The Lord 
would walk with Adam in the cool of the day and commune with him so 
that Adam knew the ways of God.  Adam by the Spirit of God knew what 
The Creator wanted to name the animals, and so he did.  He even named 
his helpmate, Eve, because he had an anointing to know the will of God.  
He was priestly in that he was holy before the Lord.  He was loyal to God.  
He was set apart to God.  His worship was unto the Lord and none other 
and he communed with Him and was one with God.  In his kingly anoint-
ing, God instructed Adam to keep the garden and rule over the enemy.  
From the beginning he had an anointing and the authority to conquer the 
enemy.  It was the image that gave him that authority.  In his kingly 
anointing, he was to govern the earth and walk in dominion over God’s 
enemies and protect what God told him to protect.  But when Adam re-
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belled, the image got twisted and marred.  He lost the anointing and the 
ability to know God and went dark prophetically.  “For the natural man 
receives not the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness to 
him”.  He lost his priestly anointing and was no longer set apart to God.  It 
takes a priestly anointing to be loyal to God.  Adam became loyal to him-
self and whatever he chose to be loyal to after that.  He lost his kingly 
anointing and instead of ruling he was ruled over.  Instead of ruling his 
enemy, his enemy ruled over him.    

 God had made covenant and God is never defeated, so He would re-
deem man and get His image back in the earth.  God’s primary plan never 
was getting man to heaven.  His plan was always to get His image into 
this earth so that His mandate could be carried out.  From the day of the 
fall of Adam, God’s plan was to get His image back into the earth so man 
could walk in dominion.  Dying and going to heaven was not His goal.  
God intended (and has not changed His mind), to have a covenant people 
that walk in the anointings of prophet, priest and king, a loyal, holy people 
who know His will and communicate His will and walk in dominion over 
their enemies.  God did not make a new covenant with Abraham, He re-
newed the dominion covenant.  Through Abraham He then brought a na-
tion back.  In Exo 19, we find the same thing that He told us in 1Pet 2, if 
we walk before God in covenant, He will make us a special people, and as 
a people we can walk in the prophetic, priestly and kingly anointings.  
Israel was not a special people in and of themselves, God said He would 
make them a special people through His covenant with them.  Even when 
His people did not walk uprightly, God did not give up.  God never quits.  
Instead He brought a people out of the nation and chose those who would 
be prophets or priests or kings.  God always has a remnant.  The anointing 
came upon Moses to be a prophet and He would meet with him.  God 
communed with Moses and taught him so that he would know Him and 
His ways.  Moses knew the laws of God and they reflected God’s charac-
ter and likeness.  The anointing came upon Aaron to be priestly and his 
family was set aside to be dedicated to the Lord.  Before the fall there was 
no sacrifice, afterward the priestly offered the sacrifices for themselves 
and the sins of the people.  The priestly offered prayers and went up to 
God interceding for the people.  God chose David to be king and anointed 
him to protect God’s people and gave him authority to defeat His enemies.  

 Moses, Aaron and David were types and shadows pointing to the One 
Who was coming.  All the prophetic words were that God was going to 
bring a Man back into the earth that would be Prophet, Priest and King.  
All three anointings would be upon His Man.  Moses was a type of the 
One to come called Christ.  Aaron was a type of the One to come as 
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Priestly, (although Jesus would be after the order of Melchizedek, one that 
lives forever).  And David was a type of Christ.   There was another Adam 
coming, the last Adam, the Second Man.  God said He would start over 
with a brand new creation.  Under the Old Covenant, they governed the 
old heavens and earth, but there’s going to be a new creation, a new heav-
ens and new earth.  And there’s going to be a new Man that governs the 
new earth and new heavens.  His name will be called Jesus Christ, Lord of 
Lords and King of kings.  The day of the fulfillment of that came when 
He was born of a virgin.  Then the day came when He went down to the 
river to be baptized.  When He came out of the water, there was a voice 
that said this is He, the Son, the last Adam, and the Holy Spirit came 
down upon Him.  The anointing came down upon Him and He came out 
of the river as Prophet, Priest and King.  When He walked back into His 
hometown, they handed Him a scroll.  He opened that book and turned to 
Isa. 61, and said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has anointed me 
to free the captives and recover sight to the blind.”  After He read, He 
closed the book and said, “I’m the One.”  He told them that because they 
had seen Him, they had seen the Father, and that the words He spoke were 
the Father’s words.  (God is waiting for us to speak our Father’s words 
under this anointing.  It is written.)  In His priestly anointing He offered 
up prayers for the people, and finally as priest He gave the last perfect 
sacrifice.  And He walked this earth as King. When Pilate asked if He was 
a King.  He said He was born to it. 

 No man took His life, as the perfect sacrifice, He gave it.  There is no 
more sacrifice after that!  There is no need to rebuild a temple or search 
out a red heifer or anything else.  There will never be another sacrifice for 
sin. IT IS  FINISHED! 

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at 
the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To 
contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on 
the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: wol-
luf@consolidated.net)  

Quote from Simon Purvis: “Many recognized Jesus as a prophet and 
many went to Him for priestly prayer, but they were troubled about Him 
walking as a King on this earth.  That even troubled His disciples.  Je-
sus came with the gospel of the Kingdom of God and came as the last 
Adam and did not come to get men saved to take them to heaven.  In-
stead, He came to untwist the image.  Man was twisted, dark and didn’t 
know God in that state. Man is self-centered and does what glorifies 
himself and he makes up his own laws for life, marriage, etc., and that’s 
what he obeys.  Though Satan tries to keep the image twisted and keep 
kingship far away in the future, it is within reach.  When the image gets 
untwisted, man knows God as a son through adoption and is then justi-
fied in sonship.  That is the reformation on the horizon.” 
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 Daniel was a prince of Israel who was taken to Babylon in the first 
deportation of Israelites following the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebu-
chadnezzar.  He was likely in his teens when he arrived at the king’s pal-
ace in Babylon.  The primary purpose for this relocation was clearly to 
indoctrinate him and his fellow princes in the language and culture of 
Babylon in hopes of using them to promote Babylon ideology among their 
kinsmen and fellow Israelites.   

 Daniel was chosen because he had ability (Daniel 1:4) to take a 
prominent place in the king’s palace and to influence others in the ways of 
the Babylonian culture. In other words, Daniel exhibited potential to be of 
value to the king and his kingdom.  What Nebuchadnezzar did not count 
on was that Daniel’s potential to promote the Babylon system would in-
stead be used by God to heavenize the king and the culture. 

 The key to Daniel’s ability to stand for God’s righteousness in the 
face of Babylonian resistance was his quality of spirit.  It is well docu-
mented in Daniel 5:12,14, and 6:3 that Daniel had an excellent spirit.  
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The Hebrew word for excellent in these passages is yattir and is translated 
exceptional or surpassing.  The word spirit is ruach and translates as 
wind or breath of God Himself.  For Daniel to fulfill his destiny in the 
captivity of Babylon, he had to develop the strength of spirit necessary to 
carry the mantle needed to heavenize Babylon rather than yield to the evil 
system and have his spiritual gifts become corrupted and exploited. Daniel 
had an excellent spirit and because of this, he remained faithful to God 
and developed his governmental mantle to fulfill the heaven assignment 
within a dark spiritual environment.   

 An excellent spirit is not a gift; it is developed over time and circum-
stance.  It FIRST begins with quality life decisions.  For Daniel, it began 
when he purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the 
portion of the king’s meat (Daniel 1:8).  The king ordered that Daniel 
and his friends be fed daily portions of his personal meat and wine.  
Daniel’s diet was that of lentils and water.  He challenged the chief 
eunuch to allow him and his friends to eat their preferred diet for ten days 
and then be compared to the others who ate the king’s meat during the 
same period.  At the end, Daniel and his friends were heathier and had a 
glow about them that was missing from the other group who ate the por-
tion of the king’s meat. 

 Because of this decision, Daniel and his friends were given knowl-
edge, skill in learning, wisdom, and understanding in all visions and 
dreams (Daniel 1:17).  In other words, Daniel’s quality decision opened 
heaven over him and his friends whereby they were given divine equip-
ment to promote the heavenization of Babylon. He passed the test of com-
promise and trust and, as a result, God blessed him with higher order 
equipment needed for his mantle.  Kingdom advancement demanded this. 

 The SECOND dynamic in Daniel’s development of his excellent 
spirit is seen in his relationships.  He surrounded himself with friends who 
were of like character and spirit. In Daniel 16-18, he engaged his three 
friends to fast and pray with him for the mercies of the God of heaven 
concerning the secret of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream so that its interpreta-
tion be revealed to Daniel in order to save all the wise men of Babylon.  
As they engaged in the prayer assignment, God revealed the dream and its 
meaning in a night vision.  Daniel’s friends were key to the breakthrough.  
Daniel released the heaven revelation to the king and stopped an evil plan. 

 As Daniel grew into greater spiritual maturity through this trial, God 
further rewarded him with the king’s favor.  In gratitude, Nebuchadnezzar 
gave Daniel many gifts and set Daniel into the Babylonian government as 
ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief of the governors 
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over all the wise men of Babylon (Daniel 3:48-49).  His friends were also 
promoted to assist Daniel while Daniel sat in the gate of the king (v49). 
His position of influence greatly advanced God’s agenda in the dark na-
tion, and it was another level of further maturing and strengthening 
Daniel’s mantle.  An excellent spirit became a key to Daniel’s govern-
mental authority and accomplished mission. 

 The THIRD dynamic of Daniel’s development is found in Daniel 
3:16-18. Nebuchadnezzar ordered a golden image of himself be con-
structed.  Once completed, he ordered all the princes, governors and all 
government leaders to attend the dedication ceremony of the statue and to 
bow down to worship the image.  Daniel’s friends refused to bow to the 
idol. 

 As a result of their decision, Daniel’s friends were threatened to be 
burned in a furnace of fire unless they obeyed the king’s demand.  In ex-
cellency of spirit, the three unanimously declared, we will not serve your 
gods, nor worship the golden image which you have set up (Daniel 
3:18).  An excellent spirit will never allow one to compromise true right-
eousness and pure conviction of the nature and character of God.  Each of 
us knows that these three men were thrown into a fiery pit that was heated 
seven times hotter than usual, but a fourth man appeared with them in the 
pit and none of the three were touched by the flames.  They did not even 
have the smell of smoke upon them as they emerged from their intended 
fiery grave.  Daniel’s resolve to never compromise his spiritual convic-
tions is well documented in the lion’s den incident (Daniel 6). 

 FINALLY, Daniel was a man of faithfulness (Daniel 6:10, 9:3,10:1-
2).  He remained true to His relationship with God no matter the circum-
stance.  He was a student of the scriptures and a passionate seeker of the 
truth of the Kingdom.  He fasted and prayed consistently and intentionally 
to seek spiritual revelation of the mysteries of the Kingdom through the 
scriptures.  He was greatly rewarded for his faithfulness, and he used his 
wisdom, understanding and revelation knowledge to advance our under-
standing today of God’s plan to heavenize His earth. 

 Today, you too are coming face to face with a modern Babylonian 
system of evil control through governmental corruption, apostate religion 
and unrighteous mammon.  It is no longer hiding in the shadows but 
manifesting on the global stage.  The system would have you become in-
doctrinated in its language and culture in hopes that you will become con-
verted to its perverted ideology.  It is an evil that works against you 
through fear, intimidation, and control.  It is intended to render you pow-
erless and deceive you into believing that you must yield to its bidding for 
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survival.  It is an evil that is challenging all that has been intended by Fa-
ther for the earth since before creation. 

 It is your responsibility to steward your Father’s earth as His faithful 
family.  Like Daniel, you have been given the potential to develop into 
mature offspring and champion His righteous cause to heavenize His 
earth.  You, too, have been infused with the ruach of Father’s life-giving 
breath, His Holy Spirit infusion of power.  You have been endued with 
His authority from on high to be His earth representative who implements 
His intentions by unseating evil and establishing His righteous rule. 

 To accomplish this, you, like Daniel, develop an excellent spirit.  Be-
gin now to make quality decisions regarding life choices, associations, 
convictions and habits.  You cannot conquer evil solely through your gifts 
and anointings. You overcome and triumph through facing trials, passing 
the tests, and maturing into the nature and character of Jesus.  You win by 
becoming steadfast in your convictions and resolve to rise up as His am-
bassador who will not eat the portion of the evil king’s meat nor bow to 
the golden idols that promise you peace and prosperity.  You will conquer 
through your fidelity to faithfulness in prayer and searching out the mys-
teries of the age in order to release God’s light into the darkness of evil 
corruption.  Your excellent spirit is key to your victory in this present cli-
mate of spiritual awakening. 

 Your greatest days are ahead.  The last will be as the first.  The end 
will be more glorious than the beginning.  I pray that you will purpose to 
become strong in the Lord and in the power of HIS might (Ephesians 
6:10).  I pray that you will fully develop the excellence of your spirit and 
grow into the full armor expression of your inner man to heavenize your 
earth.  I pray that you will be fully equipped with wisdom, understanding 
and revelation as you faithfully follow Jesus as He works through you to 
heavenize His earth.  You were born for this time.  Never doubt the capac-
ity of Christ within you!  Heaven is counting on you.  Your excellent 
spirit will carry your mantle! 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX and are national 
officers and trainers for the International Fellowship of Chaplains. Larry’s latest book is 
titled The Orphan Heart and has impacted many lives. A number of churches have used 
the book as a study guide for weekly classes. He is also the author of Kingdom Life—
Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book you will discover why current church models are 
failing in America, why your church experience often leaves you empty inside, the true 
freedom and blessing that is found in the kingdom of God. Contact info:  
www.kingdomlife.org) 
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 We suffer from “Spiritual Poverty” because of an unwillingness to 
move beyond our ‘Born-Again Status!’  Mt. 5:3, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” is not a financial statement, it 
links poor and spirit.  We can no longer remain on the peripheral of the 
Spiritual or remain ignorant of “Realms” that are beyond ours.  We must 
be cognizant of other realms.  The Greek word for kingdom is Gr: 
Basileia which means realm. 1 Cor. 2:12 “Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world but the Spirit which is of God, THAT WE MAY KNOW 
THE THINGS THAT ARE FREELY GIVEN TO US OF GOD.”  We’ve 
already received, by our faith in Christ, the Spirit of God. 

 Too many saints have remained in kindergarten and can’t see them-
selves operating in another realm.   Let me illustrate from John 6:19-22.  
We see the disciples rowing with a contrary wind.  There were no boats 
for Jesus to get into, so He does what He is!  He walks to them on the wa-
ter.  As He got closer to their boat they were frightened.  This is coming to 
awareness of another realm.  The Realm of the Kingdom that Jesus repre-
sented was on display.  No one had ever walked on water at anytime in 
history.  That was a demonstration of being in another realm.  Remember 
everything Jesus was doing was to educate His disciples for future knowl-
edge and application.  It’s one thing to see blind eyes open, deaf ears hear-
ing and leprosy cleansed, but walking on water was another!  Then It gets 
even better.  He stepped into the boat and verse 21 says, “Immediately 
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they and the boat were at the land where they were headed!!!  WOW, 
they were introduced to the Realm of the Kingdom of God that would 
align their ministries to the Gospel forever.  

 Another example of the realm we live in and the realm Jesus came from is in 
1 Cor. 2:14, “The natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God; for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiri-
tually discerned.”  These can only be translated by a born-again, renewed mind 
from another realm.  In John 2:18, the Jews are clamoring for a sign.  In verse 19, 
Jesus says, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”  The Jews 
and Jesus are standing in the temple’s shadow and the only realm they under-
stood was the physical realm.  The Jews knew the temple had taken forty-six 
years to build and didn’t believe Jesus could raise it up in just three days.  Of 
course, Jesus was speaking of the Temple of His Body, and matters of another 
realm which they had no concept of at this point.  I’ve learned over many years of 
ministry, people will not crucify you for what you say.  They will crucify you for 
what they think you said.  Living in spiritual poverty distorts Truth and Life.  We 
need awareness of another realm, which we can’t see, to bring us out of spiritual 
poverty.  

  When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, the disciples copied Him, and other 
disciples copied them, and so-on.  They understood because they gave themselves 
to learn, yearn and burn for the knowledge, wisdom, fruit and gifts.  They en-
rolled in believing this was for them, the same power, the same Spirit from the 
Heavenly Realm.  The Kingdom had come and was in them.  It’s a choice to be-
lieve.  It’s already given and available to anyone.  When Jesus quoted Isaiah 61:1, 
”The Lord has anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor,” He was not 
speaking of the economically poor but those poor in spiritual qualities or those 
poor in relationship with Him. One can be spiritually poor regardless of how 
much money he possesses.  There is a fruit of poverty produced in natural man 
and only the work of God’s Holy Spirit can reverse the poverty of Spirit in the 
minds of those He has called out.  David, one of the wealthiest men who ever 
lived, referred to himself as a poor man in need of only what God could supply, 
(Psa 34:6).  It’s simply recognizing what is available and what has been pro-
vided.   

 We need to “cherish” the manifestation of the Heavenly Realm in our lives, 
through gifts by the Spirit.  He became poor, that you may become rich, enriched 
and connected to the Heavenly Realm.  In reality, if it costs you nothing, you’ll 
care nothing about it.  To see Heaven come to Earth in your life, and to influence 
others to see and experience manifested power flow to benefit His Kingdom  pur-
poses, the cost is hunger, desire, passion, faith and time.  All nine gifts and all 
nine fruits are ours.  These are of and by the Spirit for believers to change the 
realm we’re in to see another realm of the Kingdom come.  Rom. 8:5 “For they 
that are after the flesh, do mind the things of the flesh, but they that are after the 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit.”  It’s what we set our affections on.  You can be 
saved but have skewed affections and that leads to Spiritual Poverty.  There are 
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visible and invisible realms, thrones, dominions, principalities and powers.  All 
were created by Him and for Him. Let us set our affections on what He has de-
signed for His church in order to bring the saints unto perfection and open under-
standing of the Realm of the Spirit. 

(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the Association 
of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. His teaching CDs are 
available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed 
and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 

 Like most adolescents, I craved a sense of identity. From the outside 
looking in, you would have thought I had it all, two great parents, a stable 
home life, good grades, won Mr. Senior, etc., but there was an emptiness, 
a void, that I could never fill. I was always an exemplary student. 
Throughout school I achieved a 4.0 GPA and even received the honor of 
valedictorian. My extracurricular activities were seemingly as impressive. 
I engaged in many clubs and played sports throughout my stay at Sheldon 
Clark High School. Yet, despite my high aspirations I always sought 
more. I was never satisfied and hated being alone.  

 In the face of my achievements, I felt a void and was troubled by a 
feeling of emptiness. This feeling of emptiness drove me to become rebel-
lious. I grew up in church and attended frequently. However, my intelli-
gence and curiosity craved to know the “why” to what I was told to be-
lieve. I questioned religion. My questions were met with shame and repri-
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mand. Instead of learning more about the faith of my family, I identified 
as agnostic, and even atheist, for more than a decade and a half. I allowed 
myself to let the judgment that was placed upon my inquisitiveness to 
help me become jaded with organized religion, and this guided me to a 
position of unbelief. 

 In 1996 I began experimenting with drugs, but it wasn’t until the fall 
of 1997, my freshman year at Morehead State University, that I found the 
love of my life, oxycontin.  It not only filled the void (or so I thought) in 
my spirit, but it also gave significance to my rebellion. My concerns with 
religion and acceptance melted away. I had found my relief! I loved the 
feeling. It did what nothing else that I had ever tried could do. Drugs filled 
the emptiness that I felt.  Drugs never really held me back in school.  In 
fact, in some ways, they helped. I went from Sheldon Clark High School 
to both Morehead State University and the University of Kentucky, earn-
ing a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree in physical therapy. During 
undergraduate school at Morehead, I began to sell drugs to help support 
my increasing habit. My alcohol use was also escalating rapidly. In 2003, 
I started my physical therapy career continuing to use and drink, chasing 
sign-on bonuses to help fuel my habit. With money being good in my 
field and selling drugs on the side, I almost never had to go without my 
relief.  It was years before I ever considered myself an addict.  I continued 
to see and hear about other addicts, and I would deny that I was anything 
like them. I thought I used recreationally, nothing more. It was everyone 
else’s problem, not mine. 

 In 2005, I married a girl who knew nothing of my use. Shortly into it, 
I realized the marriage was a mistake.  Fights and arguments were con-
stant. We didn’t have much in common, and we bickered about the few 
things we did. We divorced three years later.  Once she and I divorced, I 
no longer had to hide my use. This also coincided with the beginning of 
what I call the oxy rush.  It was everywhere, all the time.  Life as I once 
knew it began to unravel quickly. I came to the sudden realization that my 
drug use was out of control. I was half a million in debt from student 
loans, a house, and various other schemes. In a very short time, I had 
taken out multiple payday loans, maxed out every credit card that I could 
get my hands on, and had pawned everything I owned.  Drugs had ripped 
away my dreams and my joy. 

 One day I looked around and found myself living in an empty house 
with no running water, no electricity, and nearing foreclosure. I even had 
to sleep in my car at times because I had accumulated a large amount of 
debt with some very bad people and it was unsafe to be home.  I remem-
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ber hearing a guy say in an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, “I used to 
drink from the bottle, but then the bottle began to drink from me.” That 
was my life in a nutshell. The very thing that had once given me the most 
relief had ripped everything away from me.  My goals, my dreams, my 
aspirations were gone.  Life was miserable, and I thought constantly about 
killing myself. Thankfully God had other plans for my life, but knowing 
that my alcohol and drug use was out of control, I did not believe there 
was hope for me.  I felt I had done way too much for way too long. 

 Once my house in Ashland went into foreclosure, I moved back in 
with my parents. Living under their roof, with their constant oversight, I 
was able to pick up a few pieces of my shambled, scattered existence.  
During this time I was able to string together about three “good” months 
and met Summer.  I immediately knew she was different from all the 
other females I had ever met, but nothing had the power to supersede my 
addiction and alcoholism. So as always, I hid my past from her and played 
the game, yet again.  We hit it off perfectly and forged a great relation-
ship. She and I married in 2009, all while I am hiding this horrific addic-
tion.  I so desperately wanted to get better for her, but I just couldn’t.  My 
best efforts weren’t good enough.  I even tried methadone and suboxone 
to no avail. 

 After crashing and burning again in 2014, I didn’t realize it at the time, but 
one of the best moments in my life happened that was my turning point.  Summer 
kicked me out of our home.  I remember it like it was yesterday. She said, “Matt, 
I love you, but you have to leave. I can’t help you anymore. I just can’t.” It was 
such an emotional time. I had made her as sick as I was. That’s what addiction 
does. I was so beaten, battered and tired. I hated myself. I couldn’t even look at 
myself in the mirror. Too much deceit. Too much shame. Too much guilt.  So 
you may be asking yourself, where did he go next? Well, I went back to my par-
ents. They were there yet again to help pick me up. Like the story of the prodigal 
son in the Bible, my parents were always there for me, waiting and knowing that 
one day God’s goodness would prevail, and I would come to myself. They were 
there to dust me off and set my feet in the right direction. Thankfully, they never 
gave up on me, even though they should have.  I came to my parents house deter-
mined to find a new way to live, even though I didn’t even know what that meant 
at the time. I just knew that it had become clear that I could not beat this thing on 
my own. I had to have help. I was able to check into Belle Grove Springs within 
48 hours of Summer kicking me out of our home.  

 On the way to Belle Grove Springs I used. We were less than five miles 
away, but I had to have one last fix. The disease didn’t want to let go of me. It 
never does.  I was withdrawing for the first couple weeks that I was in treatment. 
It was horrible, but the prayers and comfort of the staff and clients got me 
through. To this day, it’s hard to explain what happened at Belle Grove Springs. 
It’s something I could have never predicted or even thought was possible.  We 
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left the first evening to go to church, and I immediately started plotting on how to 
get a cigarette while we were out, (Belle Grove is tobacco free). Then something 
happened that had never happened before.  Even though I could have smoked, I 
didn’t.  Although this may seem small, I decided to not play by Matt’s rules but 
consciously chose to submit.  This instance was very much a turning point in my 
passage to recovery. What followed was an incredible journey. 

 The amount of brotherhood in the house overwhelmed me.  I was finally 
accepted for who I was.  I could learn from people that had walked the same path 
that I was walking. We were all there for the same reason, and we were all fight-
ing the same battle. “I” had turned to “we.”  At Belle Grove Springs I learned of 
God’s love for us.  He loves us so much that the only normal and logical response 
to that kind of love is a surrendered life, a life lived for Him.  I learned that God 
is not just our judge, but most importantly He is Father and that everything that 
He does is from the heart of a Father.  I learned that Jesus came, not only to save 
us, but to reveal to us who the Father was. 

 I realized something at that house. Christianity was not the set of rules and 
judgment I had decided it was. The staff, and the students showed me the free and 
unconditional love of Christ, which is bigger than all problems. Christ showed 
himself through my brothers in recovery, and the staff that loved me while I 
couldn’t love myself. Through this love I found that there is a better way.  No 
matter how deep, hopeless, and lost, anyone can get a new life.  During my stay 
at Belle Grove Springs, God led me to give up my career as a physical therapist 
and work in the addiction field.  I signed on as a graduate assistant and was hired 
at Addiction Recovery Care.  I am no longer part of the problem, but I am part of 
the solution. 

 Addiction doesn’t discriminate.  Just because my life looked successful, did-
n’t mean that it felt that way.  I had money, a relationship, degrees, vacations, and 
a great job, but it all meant nothing with drugs. My identity now is in Christ, and 
He satisfies the void I once tried so hard to fill.  I often think about the harm and 
pain I caused those around me that I loved, but I know that I can only move for-
ward as who I am today, not who I was.  My parents’ unwavering support and 
constant prayers were instrumental in my recovery. My wife was my rock, and 
she still is.  She began to educate herself on addiction. She had never been 
through it personally, but she sought to understand what I was going through, and 
God gave her the supernatural ability to do so. Her simply caring enough to seek 
this knowledge meant more to me than she will ever know. 

 If you have a person addicted that you love, don’t give up on them. It’s hard, 
but love them through it, and remember love is sometimes tough love.  Hopefully 
my story encourages those who are affected by addiction.  If I can recover, any-
one can. 

Editor’s note:  Matt celebrated five years in recovery in May of 2019. Matt serves 
as the Chief of Staff to the CEO at Addiction Recovery Care. He helps oversee 
the 600+ employee organization that operates a network of more than 36 addic-



SEEC  Magazine          24                                  June/July 2020    

tion treatment facilities across Kentucky. Matt’s duties at ARC include strategic 
initiatives, public relations, communications, special projects and culture/
leadership cultivation. He has been involved in the development of ARC’s pro-
gram expansion since May 2015, during which ARC has opened over 25 pro-
grams. 

 

      As we traverse through this time of new pandemic commonalities 
such as limited groups and social distancing, there is such a sense of un-
known, dread, and straight up fear.  So many people in our communities, 
not to mention the whole world, are struck with a foreboding of the worst-
case scenario.  This oppression is trying to hold down all people under its 
subjugation.  (Melissa Gabler had a word on this that I will refer you to 
either in this magazine or Facebook.)  Oppression only works when peo-
ple are willing to submit to its authority, but if there is a people who will 
rise above the cloud and fog of oppression, the whole world might see the 
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Kingdom of God has come nigh to them.  I believe that in these uncertain 
and wary times the people of God will be beacons of light and hope.  I 
believe that we will not only look to survive but thrive in such times.  I 
believe that there are 4 keys to our kingdom function during this time:  
Spirit led directions, miraculous provisions, supernatural creativity, and 
Kingdom fruitfulness.  The story of Elijah going through such times has 
some wisdom that we can glean. 

Spirit Led Directions 

    1Ki 17:1  “And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of 
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my 
word.”  Elijah burst onto the scene out of no where and is standing before 
King Ahab.  He declares no rain “according to my word”.  Now, I’m not 
making a doctrine out of this, just an observation.  I can’t find where God 
told him to declare that to Ahab.  We can infer that God must have spoken 
it to Elijah.  He’s a prophet and a man of God.  We know that he has an 
intimate working relationship with the Almighty.  Is this a case where we 
can assume that God must have transmitted this word?  Or, is this a case 
of a mature son stepping out for the Lord to bring a just and righteous out-
come to a nation and God honors his step of faith?  Could Elijah be like 
Jesus in John 5:19 because he is only doing what he sees the Father do-
ing?  What could we do in the Kingdom if we turned our focus from just 
wanting to hear specific instructions to first seeing what is God’s heart 
and His desire in every situation?  I think too many times we get bogged 
down in how something will be manifested instead of just seeing that God 
wants to intersect, intervene, and interact with His creation (just a 
thought). 

Miraculous Provisions 

    1Ki 17:2-3  “And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Get 
thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, 
that is before Jordan.”  Now, the word of the Lord comes to Elijah after 
his declaration and gives him instructions for where he needs to be during 
this time.  Then God, all of a sudden, sends ravens to bring curbside deliv-
ery for Elijah.  1Ki 17:6,  “And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in 
the morning and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the 
brook.”  Never mind that God used an unclean bird to deliver provision to 
Elijah, just know that His grace is sufficient.  No, I’m not asking you to 
do anything illegal.  Just know that God has a way to take care of His peo-
ple through streams and channels we may not be used to.  We have a local 
food pantry run by local churches.  For many years a major contributor 
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was a local bar that would raise money to help feed the hungry.  Some 
would say that this was “filthy lucre” and should not be accepted.  But, as 
it turns out, it was one of the ways God brought in what we needed to do 
His work in our community.  Ravens bringing meat and bread was defi-
nitely unconventional.  Don’t despise how God wants to do it.  It might be 
outside of your box, but its not outside of Gods mind and heart.  Then 
something happens... 1Ki 17:7, “And it came to pass after a while, that the 
brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.”  The brook 
dried up!  Why did this happen?  This is how God was taking care of 
Elijah and now it’s gone.  It dried up, cause that is what Elijah prayed.  
Here’s a key:  Our prayers may not allow us to stay where we are.  We 
have been praying for revival, renewal, and reformation.  These life 
changing prayers may not allow us to keep our comfortable systems, pro-
grams, or church traditions.  If we truly want what we have been praying 
for, we may have to move from what we know to the place God has for 
us.  Be ready to move, cause that is what we have been praying for.  

Supernatural Creativity 

    1Ki 17:8-9, “And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, 
get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, 
I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.”  Praise God!!!  
God is sending us to a widow who is going to sustain us.  She must be 
loaded.  Her husband must have been a millionaire if she’s going to take 
care of us during the whole famine.  This is amazing Lord.  Sometimes we 
can get out in front of our skis and have God all figured out.  Elijah with 
joy and expectation in his heart travels to the city to meet this great per-
son, and then this..... 1Ki 17:10-12, “So he arose and went to Zarephath. 
And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was 
there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray 
thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.  And as she was going to 
fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread 
in thine hand.  And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a 
cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, 
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and 
my son, that we may eat it, and die.”  What just happened here??  “Lord, 
was this your idea of a joke?”  This woman is about to partake in the last 
supper and that’s not supposed to happen for another 900 years.  1Ki 
17:13  “And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: 
but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after 
make for thee and for thy son.”  Elijah, knowing what God said employs a 
principle of sowing and reaping to the situation.  When what you have in 
your hand is not enough, it’s probably your seed.  Don’t sow your bread 
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and don't eat your seed.  We need his knowledge and wisdom in these 
days.  The best way to move forward is by the Holy Ghost.  Eye hasn’t 
seen it, ear hasn’t heard it, neither has it entered into the mind of man, but 
God had revealed it by his Spirit.  Give the first fruits to the Lord and 
watch what He can do with it. 

Kingdom Fruitfulness 

 1Ki 17:14, “For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of 
meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that 
the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.  And she went and did according 
to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.  
And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, accord-
ing to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.”  We can expect 
that this is a time of not just surviving, but thriving.  Psa 1:3  “And he 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper.”  Even though we prefer to be delivered from our trials and 
tribulations, this will be a time and era where God’s provision will come 
in the midst of trials.  The fruit of fulfillment will be a regular part of your 
diet in this season.  There won’t be anymore wondering if our lives make 
a difference.  The Lord spoke a word to me several years ago and said, 
“You’re satisfied with gleaning instead of reaping.”  We are not here just 
to pick up the leftovers.  30, 60, and 100 fold are in our future.  Dare to 
believe again.  We should anticipate the inevitable, supernatural interven-
tion of God.  These are great days to be alive.  May the Lord bless you, 
and keep you.  Make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord make His countenance turn toward you and give you peace.  
From survival to revival. 
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace International Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, coun-
selor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and marriage. 
He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. He does a short livestream 
each Wednesday at 9:45am on the Grace Church Facebook page. His email is: pastor-
joe@graceic.org * Website: graceic.org * Services at Grace are live each week on Grace’s Face-
book page and there is an archive of videos on Grace International’s YouTube Channel.)  

I will not allow any person nor any adverse circumstance to determine the 
lifespan of the hope God originally put in me. — MG 
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 Recently I was thinking 
about some people in my life that need 
answers in a big way.  They’ve been 
fighting life altering circumstances and 
they just need answers, change, mira-
cles! As this is going through my head 
I all of a sudden see something being 
ripped in half and I hear, “No longer 
subjugated.”  Subjugated is not a word 
in my vocabulary so I had to look it 
up.  Subjugate (Websters 1828 diction-
ary): “To subdue and bring under the 
yoke of power or dominion; to conquer 
by force and compel to submit to the 
government or absolute control of an-
other.”  Well, that made my hair stand 
up! 

 A couple of weeks before this 
the Lord told me that He is using this 
current oppression to deliver us from 
life-long oppression.  So, when subju-
gation came up it was quite loud to me 
that He was saying we are no longer 
under control of decades, possibly cen-
turies, of oppression.  This is huge! 

This is part of the awakening.  We’ve been asleep at the wheel and this explains 
to me why we haven’t seen great and mighty things on a larger scale that we 
know we are supposed to be seeing. 

 Now, the Lord didn’t just say, “No longer subjugated”, but He also tore 
something apart.  Could that have been a principality that He tore up? Perhaps 
one that has been sitting all high and mighty but met it’s doomsday? Gotta say, I 
really like the sound of that!  Then a couple of days after this tremendous insight 
I heard, “The page has turned”.  Not only did He shred something, but right be-
hind it He turned a page.  We are at a point for which we have been waiting and 
hoping.  I know a lot of us feel like it has taken forever but we have had to accli-
mate to be able to shift into the next place.  We’ve needed to be prepared for this 
new level, this new reality.  The old norm can’t function at this level.  The old 
norm operated under subjugation, but now it’s time to operate in a realm of free-
dom like we’ve not seen. 

 This is all part of the awakening we have been hearing about for a dec-
ade.  Awakening is for all of us, not just the unbeliever.  I’m quite excited at the 
thought of being awake at the wheel now and moving forward with foresight. 
Hey, this sure will put a halt to wrecks! 
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 You are no longer under subjugation of fear, diagnosis, lack, delay, the past, 
oppression, depression, or even snares in your bloodline. You’re on a new page 
of your life.  Just know that things are about to get amazing and shift in ways we 
cannot imagine.  This may seem like a crazy thing to say in May of 2020, but the 
truth is far more powerful than the lie.  You are free and about to see great and 
mighty things on a much larger scale.   

 There is an average of 800 kernels on an ear of corn. It can vary all the way 
up to 1200 per ear and there can be 2-4 ears per stalk. That is a lot of corn! There 
is a harvest that is still growing and maturing. Recently as I drove through Cen-
tral Texas I saw thousands of acres of corn growing and I was amazed at the 
number of stalks and ears that are showing growth day by day. 

 I was on the go, driving down a rural highway and praying about what is 
going on in our communities and our churches and how it is all being so affected 
by the riots and violence. We have spoken with a number of church leaders and 
church people recently and so many of them are pre-occupied with it all that they 
find it difficult to put any thought or effort into advancing the Kingdom. 

 The Lord is still on the throne and still at work on the harvest He desires in 
the earth. His plan is still in tact. He didn’t suddenly see some of the things on the 
news and say, “Oh, wow, I really didn’t plan well” or “Maybe I better change 
some of my plans because present circumstances will not willingly yield up the 
results I had hoped for” or “Maybe it would be best to just wait awhile”. The corn 
in those huge fields did not stop growing when the first violent, law-breaker riot-
ers began destroying property and lives. It kept growing. No combination of 
events or national crises will stop the harvest from growing. 

 Isa.17:5 paints a picture of reapers gathering corn and their arms gathering 
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the ears and gleaning ears of grain. The corn, the harvest has not stopped growing 
nor shall it stop growing. That means that there must be reapers and arms to 
gather it in. The grain grows until the time of harvest and there are reapers who 
are anticipating and prepared to gather it in. The grain does not harvest itself. 
There must be reapers, gatherers who are willing to go out into the fields and 
gather it in lest it be wasted. 

 Jesus told His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few” (Matt.9:37). There is no question as to whether or not there is a harvest. 
Jesus is the Lord of the harvest, so can you imagine the vastness of the harvest to 
be gathered in? It is Father’s good, acceptable and perfect will for His people to 
“gather a fruitful harvest” (Ps.107:37). 

 This nation is likely riper than it has ever been. It is probably riper than it 
was in the 1960’s when there was so much turmoil and chaos with the rioting and 
unrest. We are sons and daughters of God, there is a harvest and Isaiah says that 
God has harvesters and gatherers who can bring it in. There is a harvest of souls, 
of people who are fed up with chaos and lawlessness, misinformation and lies and 
the consequences of unrighteousness. There are people who are ready to be 
reached, ready to be loved, ready for peace in their lives. 

 I have seen some videos in recent days of harvest coming in. I have seen 
videos of church services and prayer meetings on downtown sidewalks, of nurses 
and doctors kneeling in hospitals praying out loud, videos of black people loving 
on white people loving on Hispanics loving on Asians and First Nations people. I 
have just been in meetings with people of various colors and ethnicities and we 
were loving on each other, laying hands on each other, prophesying over each 
other because there is a harvest to bring in. Don’t forget the harvest. Don’t get so 
focused on the immediate concerns and events of your community and nation that 
you forget about the harvest of souls to be gathered in for the Lord of Harvest. 

 We are bringing in and we are going to bring in a harvest. Satan is going to 
be kicking himself for being so stupid as to set up our nation to be so fed up with 
unrighteousness, deceit and chaos. I read a report recently that claims 20% more 
people are reading the Bible since the outbreak of the Corona virus. Don’t forget 
the murder hornets and the riot thugs the enemy threw into the battle when he 
realized the virus wasn’t going to do what he and his witless dupes had planned. 
People are looking for answers, for peace. Since the shutdowns and quarantines 
came into effect, more people have been spending more time on the internet. I 
have been contacted by people I haven’t seen in forty years and family members 
who are looking for hope. Our home church Grace Church in Willis,TX has had 
parking lot services on a weekly basis on Friday evenings. One evening a guy on 
a motorcycle drove up because he heard the worship team doing a sound check. 
He stayed for the whole service, raised his hand for prayer and took communion 
with us. People stopped on the street and listened as we worshipped and prayed 
and declared over our city and nation. We are set up for awakening, revival, har-
vest to the glory of the Father through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.

Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com
PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US
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