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 Something has shifted in our nation when the cultural and political 
wars have morphed into intense spiritual wars. Elections today are not our 
grandparents' elections! Back then it was mainly policy differences be-
tween citizens of our country, most of whom loved America, but today we 
find ourselves in the "war of worldviews." More specifically, we find our-
selves in the war of globalism versus nationalism.  

 Nationalism prevailed over globalism in our nation's early history, but 
today globalism has gained a stronger footing. (For a thorough presenta-
tion of this, I recommend reading "The Case for Nationalism" by Rich 
Lowry.) In light of our current predicament, I am simply appealing for the 
Ekklesia to step up to a new level of spiritual warfare in this election year. 
Surely the occultism and spiritism in our land, which, by the way, is em-
braced by some very famous leaders in America, can be overcome by an 
anointed and strategic Body of Christ. 

 My appeal is expressed in this question: Who among God's people 
will go to war with us? This is the question that must be answered. A few 
years ago, George Barna's research revealed that only half of evangelicals 
in our nation were registered to vote! Worse yet is the fact that of those 
who were registered, only half of them actually voted! If you are still con-
vinced that our political differences are simply that, then you might want 
to read the platforms of both major political parties. A cursory reading 
will reveal that we are in a serious life and death struggle for our nation's 
destiny and future. Who will contend, who will battle, who will report for 
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duty in our King's army? 

 I was recently impacted by the reference in Numbers 1:1-3. The sons 
of Israel found themselves in the desert between Egypt and Canaan. The 
Lord told them through Moses to count every male 20 years and older 
who was able to go to war. They proceeded to get the tally from all the 
tribes, and the total number was 603,550 (Numbers 1:46). Every tribe 
participated. We need that kind of response today from the Body of 
Christ. We, the Ekklesia, are a Holy Nation (I Peter 2:9), but we are dif-
ferent tribes. If we connect, communicate, and cooperate in this spiritual 
war for our nation, we win! 

THE CONVERGENCE OF CRISES 

 What's next? What else is going to happen? How many crises can we 
handle at one time? Good questions. No easy answers. Here is one list of 
crises: Health crisis, Coronavirus crisis, Economic crisis, Cultural crisis, 
Political crisis. Shall I go on? 

 Where is the Lord God in all this? It is my conviction, as well as opin-
ion, that He is where He always is. He is on the throne of the universe! 
Yes, He is sovereign, but hear me carefully here: He is not in control. If 
He controlled everything, the sons of men would have no free will or 
choice. I believe His sovereignty means He is in charge, but not in con-
trol. You may not like my theology, but Psalm 115:16 is still in the Bible: 
"The heavens are the heavens of the Lord, but the earth He has given to 
the sons of men." If everything that happens on earth is the will of God, 
why did Jesus teach us to pray that the will of God be done on earth as in 
heaven?  

 Obviously, He has His followers praying this because everything on 
earth is not aligned with the Father's will. The term "sons of men" is a fre-
quent reference in the Psalms. The emphasis here is the responsibility of 
the sons of men to steward and manage the earth. The Lord God is Lord 
of the earth and Lord of the nations, but He holds mankind responsible for 
what happens here! In the beginning, the Lord held Adam and Eve re-
sponsible for what happened in the Garden in Eden. In Christ, we are new 
Adams and new Eves who are charged and commissioned to steward the 
earth. Jesus said that the meek would inherit the earth. 

 It appears that 2020 is going to be a very rough ride. As crises converge 
around us, it would be good to remember that the word for "crisis" in the New 
Testament is related to the word "discern." That word is “diakrisis”. The prefix, 
dia, means to "to see through" or to "make righteous evaluations" of a situation, 
even ones that could be categorized as crises. In 1Cor. 12:10, we find the refer-
ence to one of the gifts of the Spirit, i.e., the discerning of spirits. The Sons of 
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Issachar discerned and understood the times and what Israel should do 
(1Chronicles 12:32). Operating in these anointings, the Church steps up to a 
higher level with an ability to steward the earth beyond the sons of men, i.e., 
mankind. All are responsible for the earth, but that is especially true for the 
Ekklesia. 

CALLING THE CHURCH (EKKLESIA) TO A WAR FOOTING 

 Early on in the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak, President Donald John 
Trump called our nation to a "war-time footing." He identified the coronavirus as 
the "invisible enemy." If anyone ought to know about invisible enemies, it should 
be the Church (Ekklesia) of Jesus Christ. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians (6:10-
20) refers to invisible spiritual forces that must be overcome in order to prevent 
damage to people, societies, and nations. 

 I don't think our nation can get on a strong war-time footing without the 
army of God leading the way in prayer, worship, proclaiming the Word of God, 
and discovering and releasing fresh strategies from heaven. An illustration of this 
can be found in the well-known intercessor, Rees Howell. He and his prayer 
teams in England were credited for turning World War II toward victory over the 
evil ideology of Nazism personified in its Fuhrer Adolf Hitler. 

 Saints, we are in this current battle with COVID-19 as citizens of our nation. 
But, let's mobilize and answer the call as the Ekklesia to turnaround our nation 
and the earth toward victory. I believe this tiny virus is enlightening us about the 
larger battle going on for the earth, i.e., the battle between nationalism and glob-
alism. We are waking up to the fact that globalism is not serving our nation nor 
the earth well.  

 For example, our nation is the main financial supporter of the World Health 
Organization. What do we get for our support? We get something like the United 
Nations, which spreads lies and propaganda all over the globe. Now we discover 
that the WHO is a mouthpiece for the falsehoods of the current Maoist Commu-
nist government in China. By the way, we love the Chinese people, especially the 
growing dynamic Body of Christ in that nation, but we cannot ignore the fact that 
their government at the highest level is a violator of human rights and will con-
tinue to be as long as the West props them up. Another matter is clearing up in 
this coronavirus battle: national borders serve nations well, open borders do not. 

 Let me say that a Church that is not on a "war footing" is not scriptural. Je-
sus' words recorded in Matthew 16:17-19 clearly declare that the Church 
(Ekklesia) He is building will be called to and involved in spiritual battle. The 
opponent: The gates of hell (Hades). You could say: "We were born for battle." 
Our spiritual birth will lead to spiritual battle! Matt.16:17—And Jesus said to 
him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this 
to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  18  "I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not over-
power it.  19  "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever 
you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall have been loosed in heaven."  
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(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, 
apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having minis-
tered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching 
apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book 
WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materials may be found at 
his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262.) 

 In order to develop a working understanding of the term “ekklesia” 
we look to its first mention in Matthew 16.  Leading up to this chapter, 
Jesus had already walked on water and fed the 5000 and delivered Legion 
from demons.  So the reports of Jesus were spreading and crowds were 
gathering as He taught in open air meetings.  This was the setting when 
He asked His disciples, "What are people saying about Me?"  They an-
swered, "Some people say you are John the Baptist or maybe Elijah or 
Jeremiah or some other prophet." Then Jesus asked them, "But who do 
you say I am?" Simon Peter spoke up, "You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God." Peter’s answer showed that he had the revelation that Je-
sus is the Messiah that the Old Testament prophets had said would come 
and the Son of God Who was sent to be the Savior and Deliverer.  

 Then Jesus said to him, "God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You 
didn't get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, 
God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. (Matt. 16:17, 
Msg)  In the next verse, Jesus said He would build His Church, His Ekkle-
sia, His assembly of called out ones, with those who have that same un-
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shakeable revelation of the Christ as The Messiah and Son of God, and 
these called out ones would be a company of people that hell cannot de-
feat or hold out against.  That exchange between Jesus and Peter estab-
lishes three things about the Ekklesia: 1) The Ekklesia or The Church is a 
called out people rather than a local building designated as a House of 
God.  2) The Ekklesia or The Church is a called out people because they 
have the revelation that Jesus is the Christ, the God-sent Anointed One 
and they know Him to be the Son of God Son, their Lord and Savior.  3) 
The Ekklesia or The Church is a called out people who will not be con-
quered when Hell’s opposition enters their life and circumstances!  Al-
though this conversation between Jesus and Peter should take us beyond 
typical, local-church-thinking, there are people who go to church every 
Sunday and are not aware of the Ekklesia that hell cannot prevail against.  
And there are believers who simply don’t always remember that hell can-
not prevail, especially on hellish days. (Personally, I can sometimes be a 
hot mess before I remember I’m a called out one that hellishness cannot 
overpower!) 

 In the next verse (Matt. 16:19) we find a special and specific link be-
tween The Ekklesia and the Kingdom:  Jesus said He’d give His Ekklesia 
the Keys to the Kingdom.  For the full impact of that, of course we need a 
working understanding of this Kingdom for which we have keys.  The 
first mention of “Kingdom” is in Matt. 3:2.  There, the Greek word for 
Kingdom is defined in Thayer’s Greek Lexicon as:  A) rule, power, king-
ship and dominion, B) the right or the authority to rule, C) the royal power 
of Jesus as the triumphant Messiah and D) royal power conferred on (or 
granted to) Christians in the Messiah’s kingdom.  So giving His Ekklesia 
or Church the keys to the Kingdom means that He gives His Called Out 
Ones access to His dominion and power. He gives us the right to act as 
agents of His authority in the earth.  Jesus went on to break that down for 
us that whatever the Ekklesia prohibits on earth will have been prohibited 
in heaven, and whatever they permit on earth will have been permitted in 
heaven." (ISV) The Amplified version reads like this:  Whatever you bind 
(declare to be improper and unlawful) on earth must be what is already 
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose (or declare lawful) on earth 
must be what is already loosed in heaven. (CEV)  Having the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven, means God in heaven will allow whatever you allow 
on earth.  But he will not allow anything that you don't allow.  Again, I 
think you would agree that these things reach beyond typical or conven-
tional church-goer thinking.  Nevertheless, these scriptures are in the Bi-
ble — in red letters even! 

  If you were raised in a traditional church environment like I was, 
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these concepts can seem almost too radical and even border on blas-
phemy.  And we all know church-goers who never think about these keys 
to the Kingdom and never attempt to bind or lose or allow or disallow 
anything.  We also know church people who never think about sonship or 
dominion and very likely have never felt the least bit equipped to speak to 
a storm and say, “Peace be still.” So there is not an Ekklesia heart in every 
Christian that would cause them to rise up and confront contradictions to 
the will of God.  Nor does every Christian have confidence that they have 
the means to make a God difference in their own life, much less make a 
God difference in a business or a community or a court or a nation.  How-
ever, Jesus clearly told us that He is building a Church, a People, and He 
gives them the keys they need to deal with life matters and bring about 
God changes and God outcomes.  So we really need to unplug from the 
idea that using these keys is optional.  Being His Ekklesia is not like 
choosing new car options of whether you want heated seats or not!  In 
fact, you may find yourself in the hot seat if you consider these matters 
optional, since that is really considering God’s intent for His Church as 
optional.  Some things simply aren’t optional, they are obedience. 

 Jesus lived out an example for the Ekklesia or the Church that He said 
He would build.  He showed us how to bring God’s will into earth’s con-
flicts and contradictions.  He demonstrated Kingdom authority every time 
He did something, whether it was turning water into wine or taking do-
minion over a fig tree.  Every time He healed a paralytic or raised the 
dead or delivered someone from demons, Kingdom order came into earth.  
He was training His People that they could access Kingdom rule and 
power, and He didn’t take it lightly when His trainees did not pick up the 
keys that He gave them.  Remember when the disciples woke Him up in 
the boat because of the stormy sea one night, He addressed His disciples 
BEFORE He addressed the weather! He reprimanded them in Matt 8:26 
saying, "Why are you so afraid? Why are you such cowards?”  Then in 
Matt 17:17, when the man brought his son with epilepsy and the disciples 
couldn’t cure him, again Jesus rebuked the disciples BEFORE He rebuked 
the demon.  (AMP) He said, “You unbelieving (warped, wayward, rebel-
lious) and thoroughly perverse generation!  How long am I to remain with 
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring the boy here to Me.” That 
same verse, Matt 17:17, isn’t any milder in other version.  One reads:  
"You unbelieving, corrupt and perverted generation!” (MSG) "You have 
No sense of God! No focus to your lives!  How many times do I have to 
go over these things?” (CEV) "You people are too stubborn to have any 
faith! How much longer must I be with you?  Why do I have to put up with 
you?”  Jesus did not mollycoddle them when they didn’t pick up the keys and 
take authority and get Kingdom results.   
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       These scriptures can stir up a bit of intimidation or condemnation unless we 
step back and get our bearings.  For one thing, we know there is always “wise 
insight” behind Father rebuking a son or daughter.  Also, when the Holy Spirit 
unfolds Truth, it is never for the purpose of condemnation.  I think the emphasis 
here is that where the Ekklesia and the Kingdom intersect, we are simply just not 
in Kansas anymore!  And not being in Kansas anymore is a good thing because 
that means we’re not limited to Kansas either as far as resources or circumstances 
or timing or outcomes.  The lid is off when the Ekklesia and Kingdom intersect, 
and staying in the comfort of familiar, conventional churchianity is no trade-off  
for the awesomeness of those moments.   

 One of the greatest apostles in recorded scripture was Moses.  He was 
not only a deliverer of the nation Israel but also the recipient and writer of 
one of God’s most complicated and difficult covenants to interpret.  This 
covenant was given to Moses while the nation wandered in the Wilderness 
for the forty-year period following God’s judgment upon their unbelief.  
The covenant was very intricate in its details and included coverage of the 
priesthood, sabbaths, festivals, sacrifices, and the moral and civil laws that 
were to govern the nation.  As we all know, these laws were intended by 
God to be a schoolmaster and designed to ultimately guide Israel toward 
Jesus Christ. 

 As the nation of Israel came to the end of their forty-year sentence, 
they were in the Plains of Moab and poised for the invasion of Canaan.  It 
was Moses’ last week on earth, and here he paused with the nation to re-
hearse The Law and expound upon the wonders of God to the new genera-
tion of warriors that would become the invading force of the Promised 
Land in fulfillment of God’s covenant.  I want to focus specifically on 
Deuteronomy 4:31-37. 
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One of Moses’ first points for this new generation was to rehearse the 
character of God.  He described God as compassionate, never failing, 
never destructive to them, and never forgetful of His covenant that He 
swore with their fathers.  Moses wanted the new generation to know that 
God’s purposes are declared through covenant and that there are no pur-
poses of God declared apart from covenant.  He wanted them to under-
stand that God’s covenant was redemptive and restorative for the purpose 
of facilitating their union with Him. 

 To drive the point home, Moses posed several questions to the new 
generation.  Has anyone ever seen or heard of anything like what YOU 
have witnessed?  Has anyone ever heard God speak from a fire and lived 
to tell the story?  Have any of you ever seen God take a nation from 
within a nation for Himself by trials, signs, WONDERS, wars, and a 
mighty hand and outstretched arm, and great terror like He did for YOU 
in Egypt?  To YOU it was shown that YOU might know that the Lord, 
He is God, and there is NO OTHER BESIDE HIM (V 35).  He allowed 
you to hear His voice out of the heavens, and He let you see His great fire 
and hear His words from the midst of the fire.  He personally brought you 
out of Egypt by His great power because he LOVED YOUR FATHERS. 

 It is interesting to note that the word wonders (mopet) in the Hebrew 
language speaks of miraculous punishment.  It is first mentioned in Exo-
dus in reference to Moses’ rod turning into a snake.  It is then manifested 
in the ten plagues that followed as punishment judgments against the 
Egyptians.  These wonders were supernatural dunamis miracles.  By vir-
tue of God’s covenant with man, He engaged in their plight in response to 
their cries with unprecedented astonishing miracles to facilitate His will 
and the deliverance of His sons and daughters through wonders of punish-
ment to the common enemy of the covenant! 

 The second mention of God’s wonders (pala) is seen as His provision.  
The miracles of the quail, manna, water, pillar of fire are all examples of 
wonderful acts that are unusual, astonishing, unbelievable, and beyond 
human capability.  Joshua instructed these same warriors to consecrate 
themselves before crossing the Jordan because the Lord was about to do 
wonders among you (Joshua 3:5).  A better translation would be that 
God was going to be wonderful for you.  These wonders are those that we 
participate in.  The wonders are waiting for us to engage in the Spirit be-
fore being released into the earth realm.  These are the wonder workings 
of God through His sons and daughters by faith! 

 The New Testament word for wonders, teras, speak of the manifesta-
tions of God that are astonishing, mighty, strange, or great to the point 
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where one marvels.  In Acts 12, Herod kills James, and because he saw 
that it pleased the Jews, he also had Peter arrested and jailed.  His inten-
tion was to bring Peter out after the Passover and execute him. While Pe-
ter was in the prison, the church engaged in intentional worship and 
prayer for God’s righteous judgment to be released on behalf of Peter.  
Could it be that they invoked the rights of their New Covenant before God 
for their deliverance? 

 Suffice it to say that their fervent prayers were answered by a mighty 
wonder.  God dispatched His angel to Peter’s cell.  When he arrived, great 
light illuminated the cell.  Peter was awakened by the angel, instructed to 
get dressed and don his shoes, and then escorted from the prison by the 
angel into the street past all the guards.  Once outside the prison, the angel 
disappeared, and Peter was left standing in the street in total astonishment.  
He walked to Mary’s house where one of the prayer meetings was in pro-
gress, interrupted the prayer, shared his story, and the entire group were 
amazed. 

 Soon after this astonishing wonder, another wonder followed.  Herod 
made a public appearance.  Dressed in his royal attire, he delivered an 
address to the people who declared him to be a god.  Herod receives their 
accolades when suddenly a wonder manifests.  He is struck by an angel of 
the Lord, is eaten by worms, and dies.  Only God is to receive glory as 
God! 

 A similar account occurs in Acts 16 with Paul and Silas.  Jailed in 
Philippi for disrupting the socio-religious norm by delivering a teenager 
form the spirit of python, they worship and pray when suddenly a wonder 
manifests.  God releases an earthquake that breaks their chains and opens 
the prison doors, not only for them but for all the prisoners in the jail.  The 
jailer attempts to kill himself when Paul pleads for him to cease.  Paul 
ultimately leads the jailer and his entire family to salvation and baptizes 
them one and all. 

 We are in our time of the manifest wonders of God.  The earth is polarizing 
into darkness and light at breakneck speed.  I see the new generation Church in-
tently engaged in unprecedented worship and prayer.  I see light being released 
and wonders manifesting the glory of God as our weapon of enemy destruction.  I 
see the wonders of God shifting the culture for the kingdom. Signs are for our 
understanding, but wonders appeal to our imaginations. Let the wonders of His 
glory arise and shine upon you! (Isaiah 60:1). 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX and are national officers and 
trainers for the International Fellowship of Chaplains. Larry’s latest book is titled The Orphan Heart 
and has impacted many lives. A number of churches have used the book as a study guide for 
weekly classes. He is also the author of Kingdom Life—Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book 
you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church experience 
often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in the kingdom of God. 
Contact info:  www.kingdomlife.org) 
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 Jesus came to destroy the works of the enemy. According to Eph 4, 
before Jesus ascended, He first descended into the lower parts of the earth.  
He walked up to the darkness in the power of resurrection and said, “I’m 
in charge now.  I was the one who was dead but now I’m alive, give me 
the keys.”  He took the keys to hell and death and walked to the part 
where there were ungodly covenant breakers and the rebellious and said, 
“You have been rightly judged and He locked them away with the keys.  
He then went to Abraham’s bosom where the covenant people were.  
David was there and Isaiah and Jeremiah and they were all waiting on the 
One with the keys!  They had been held there but He had the key and He 
said, “Let’s go.”  He set them all free.  He moved paradise to a higher 
realm.  It was no longer in the lower parts of the earth.  Then Christ 
started ascending in a great cloud and we can hear Psa 24:7  Fling wide 
the gates, open the ancient doors, and the great king will come in.  Psa 
24:8  Who is this great king? He is the LORD, strong and mighty, the 
LORD, victorious in battle.  The gates were opening for the One who had 
just triumphed, the One who had just spoiled principalities and powers 
and made a show of them openly, the One who is resurrected and eternal!  
The King of Glory walked in and the Father was waiting on Him.  Father 
had the Son sit down at His right  hand with His voice as the Prophet, as 
the Priest with intercessions forever for His people and to rule as King 
until all His enemies are made His footstool! 

 Jesus can’t come tomorrow because He is held in the heavens until the 
mandate is finished.  We are not leaving this world scared or threatened.  
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We are going to reign on this earth. Rev 5:10  And You made us kings and 
priests to our God, and we will reign on the earth.  

 So the Son sat down with the scepter of righteousness to rule.  He had 
told His disciples to go and disciple the nations.  He didn’t say get a few 
ready to go to heaven.  He said to shake nations and change cultures and 
baptize them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe whatsoever He commanded them.  Matthew Henry says 
they were baptized on the authority of Christ in the name of the Father (as 
the Creator).  In this baptism, they were receiving the Son as the Prophet, 
Priest and King, (the One that was prophesied would come and did come 
in fulfillment of all the prophecies.)  I believe we need that baptism of 
receiving Him as Prophet, Priest and King to walk in the anointings that 
God intended for us. I heard a traditional, denominational leader say the 
reason many of us are not victorious and some are demon possessed is 
because we have bought into a future King instead of acknowledging Him 
as King now.  If we don’t realize He is King now, how will we rule and 
walk in dominion? 

 He told the disciples to go to Jerusalem first and tarry there until the 
Father sends His promise, His Holy Spirit.  They went into the upper 
room and waited for something unknown to them.  They were all in one 
place in one accord praying.  Suddenly, something from the throne, some-
thing that was upon a Man in heaven with the anointing of Prophet, Priest 
and King, began to flow down into that little room.  That same anointing 
that was on the Head began to flow down to the Body, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak with other tongues as 
the Spirit gave utterance.  There was a group there that thought they were 
all crazy.  So Peter stood up and they all stood up with him as he said 
these are not drunk as you suppose, but this is what was prophesied by the 
Prophet Joel.  God will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh and the first evi-
dence of it will be, they shall prophesy.  We all have an anointing, an 
anointing to know God, an anointing to know His word and an anointing 
to know His will.  His Spirit comes to teach us.  1Jo 2:20  But you have 
had the Holy Spirit poured out on you by Christ, and so all of you know 
the truth.  Concerning those who are trying to deceive you. 1Jo 2:27 As 
for you, Christ has poured out his Spirit on you. As long as his Spirit re-
mains in you, you do not need anyone to teach you. For his Spirit teaches 
you about everything, and what he teaches is true, not false. Obey the 
Spirit's teaching, then, and remain in union with Christ. We are anointed 
from the throne.  1Jo 4:17,  because as He is, so also are we in this world.  
What He is, we are.  He is the Son of God, we are a son of God.  He is the 
Prophet, we are prophetic.  He is Priestly, we are priestly. He is Kingly, 
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we are kingly.  He is the King of kings.  His Spirit came on the day of 
Pentecost and has not left.  He said we would receive power when His 
Spirit came upon us and we would be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and 
the uttermost parts of the earth, (so that we may proclaim the excellencies 
of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, 1Pet 
2:9).   

 In Mat 16:18, He said He will build His church. That’s us. We are not 
a building but a people.  We assemble to do business for the King. We are 
the Church He is building that the gates of hell cannot stop . . . because He 
has the keys!  We are not holding the fort waiting for Jesus to come.  We 
are invading hell, Satan’s last outpost, and we are tearing it up, taking 
spoils and bringing Light to set captives of darkness free.  2Co 10:3,  For 
though we are in these human bodies, we do not war according to the 
flesh, Man is not the problem here.  2Co 10:4,  for the weapons of our 
warfare . . . “Warfare” is a military term.  It is an apostolic campaign, a 
warrior’s military campaign to go do battle.  It is a kingly term and has to 
do with the anointing of the kingly.  2Co 10:4,  for the weapons of our 
warfare are not those of the flesh but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds.  In the Old Testament there were cities that were 
strongholds against Israel, against God and against His will and purpose. 
Today the strongholds are not physical but mental.  The battle is in our 
mind.  The enemy can build mental strongholds where there is rebellion 
against God.  There are rebellious strongholds in our culture, but if we 
walk in the authority of God we can destroy them.   Eph 6, tells us to be 
strong in the Lord and the power of His might and to put on the whole 
armor of God.  Put on Christ.  For we wrestle against principalities and 
powers and rulers of darkness that blind people’s minds and spiritual 
wickedness in high places.  He is saying let’s suit up for war, not just as 
individuals but as the Church.  It’s corporate.  Let’s put on righteousness 
and gird our loins with truth and demolish lies.  Along with the breastplate 
of righteousness and helmet of salvation, let us take the shield of faith to 
stop every dart thrown and wield our sword, the rhema word coming out 
of our mouth.  This is the year of the decree, the year of the word of the 
Lord.  This is the year we speak His word to demolish strongholds, imagi-
nations and ideas.  This is the year we bring down fear, intimidation and 
lawlessness and see it for the 1% it is in comparison to His power and 
righteousness. We have a kingly anointing for this. 

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at 
the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To 
contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on 
the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: wol-
luf@consolidated.net) 
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 I have been saying for over a year that the Church needs to shut down 
and reset. We need to come to a collective conclusion that we don’t have 
the expression we should have. We should all decide to seek God whole 
heartedly and come back, all on the same page, because the Holy Spirit 
led us together on the journey. Many are saying ‘reset’ and I agree. But 
how we do it is what is frustrating. A virus has forced us into a place in-
stead of the Holy Spirit leading us. We didn’t decide to go seek God be-
cause we saw a need to do so. It’s like an afterthought since we are re-
stricted. We might as well make the best of it. The word ‘reset’ means to 
bring back to a defined starting point, a zero point, to set again or to set 
anew. My fear is we might set again. My hope is we will set anew. 

 When you reset, you generally bring everything back to a zero point. 
You clear out all the data, all the clutter, all the excess and start over. Are 
you prepared to be at a zero point, to clear out all the ways of doing, to 
really start over? We still have not gone into a zeroing process yet. I be-
lieve we are still thinking about adjusting things instead of resetting 
things. We talk of reset but do you understand what that potentially 
means? It is a zeroing of what we think we believe, a zeroing of doctrines, 
a resetting of preferences, affiliations, alignments, just about every area 
and all spheres. Right now, we still seem conflicted in what we believe, or 
even what reset looks like. The Lord told me in three weeks, the face of 
this will look different. He didn’t say the virus would be gone, or restric-
tions lifted, He said the face would be different. What I have concluded 
the face to be, is the face of leaders. If you take that and put it in reset, I 
believe He is resetting leaders more than the Church. I feel we are about 
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to go through a changing of the guard, new emerging faces coming from 
forges of forming and hiding into being known. If we are resetting, then 
we are resetting in form, function and structures. We are resetting in how 
we govern and who leads the governing. Are you willing to be reset? Are 
you willing to be reshuffled into the place God has ordained for you and 
not where men forced you into? Will you be zeroed out to start again? 
Pretty sobering isn’t it to think, “Just when I think I have arrived, I find I 
still have a long journey to take?” 

 I’m astonished how many opinions are in play in this critical hour. “The vi-
rus is a judgment from God.” “This is a sign of the end of the age.” “We as a na-
tion, need to repent.” The list goes on and on. All of these would take a lot of 
time to teach to reset mindsets. If the Holy Spirit was truly resetting us, we would 
be coming onto the same page in these areas. We would become one heart, one 
purpose and one voice. We would be experiencing John 17, coming into union 
with Christ. This is not God’s judgment; it is pure evil brought by an antichrist 
spirit. Instead of the Church affecting the seven mountains, this spirit is. We as 
the Church, have put ourselves in the religious mountain and now are under the 
religious spirit. Isaiah said we were on a separate mountain above all others. This 
is not the end of the age. We don’t really have a Kingdom to present to the Fa-
ther. As for repentance, how can I truly repent for what I didn’t do? Identification 
repentance you say. That was an Old Testament model for a nation. If we were to 
repent, I guess I missed the memo amid all the conflicted opinions. These doc-
trines don’t really have a basis in Kingdom understanding, yet men have built 
ministries around them. Wrong eschatology leads to wrong ecclesiology and de-
velops wrong theology. Please become a student of the Word in these areas! 
Maybe we need to ‘zero out’ and let God tell us what we should all believe. 

 What are we resetting into? It can be easily summed up. The original inten-
tions of God. Authentic Christianity. A Church that is more Kingdom than reli-
gious in approach and mindsets. Just being brutally honest, it has everything to do 
with the harvest and at the same time, nothing to do with the harvest. I don’t see a 
harvest coming unless we zero out and allow God to build His house His way. 
We will not have the right house or spiritual capacity for the harvest. Is God con-
cerned about the harvest? Yes! Is God more concerned about the Church and its 
leaders? Probably. He doesn’t want the harvest to come into the atmospheres we 
are currently producing. In other words, He doesn’t want the harvest to spoil. I 
grew up on a farm and the #1 thing that spoils a harvest is the mixture of green 
weed seed within it. The second is harvesting before its time, being anxious to get 
the harvest out so a premature harvest. When that happens the moisture content of 
the grain will spoil itself. Yes, we are headed to a worldwide harvest, but first 
God must build His container for it. We will know when it is built. He said He 
would rebuild David’s tabernacle (Acts 15:16-17) and that the residue of all men 
would come. The word ‘residue’ means outcast. What we have built is not for the 
outcast but for ourselves. 

 What is the plan for the “reset”? What’s the strategy? How do we implement 
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it? I have many leaders really frustrated in this hour, calling me wondering why 
there is such division right now in doctrine. They are asking who has answers for 
a way forward? This has taken us all off guard. It’s not so much a division occur-
ring as it is a sanctification moment. A holy separation of that which is holy from 
that which is profane. That which has mixture from that which is holy. That 
which is partial truth from full truth. It is separating the opinions of men from the 
intentions of God. The dividing lines are exposing mindsets, to expose the unau-
thentic from the authentic. To bring us back to the origins of God’s heart. 

 As our nation is being purged on a national level, the Body of Christ is also 
being purged from the many idols and things that have captured our imagination. 
I have said for a long-time, conferences need to be replaced with regional King-
dom centers. Imagine if we had done that already, how we could have navigated 
the current waters! Saints truly equipped, trained and full of faith. How we could 
have mobilized to be a viable option instead of being discarded as not having 
anything to offer. 

 We all are seeking to see the glory come, but we already are in a glory, the 
5th glory seen in Ezekiel. It is a dividing glory. A purging glory, a glory reserved 
to help build the only model in scripture we have not tried to build, and it is what 
Ezekiel saw. But this journey is totally based on God’s sovereignty being seen, 
felt and yielded to. A work entirely done by Him and man participates by cooper-
ating with Him. I wrote about the 4 breaths that bring 7 glories, Gods 7 natures 
and graces to the Body of Christ in my book “Breath of God” which the Holy 
Spirit wrote through me in 2014. It is now unfolding. 

 What is coming? God is about to release His 3rd breath. Before this pan-
demic hit, we as a ministry, were contending for that breath and we still are. Our 
meetings have ramped up, expectation is still high, and faith is active. We were 
seeing healings and deep works of God. People were experiencing Sea of Glass 
visions. It is amazing that a virus comes to steal breath, mocking God’s desire to 
bring His breath. When God’s 3rd breath comes, it will touch the seven moun-
tains. When God’s breath comes, it will release the 6th glory. What is coming is 
the forming of a single corporate new man. They will have one heart and one 
voice and probably most importantly, one sound, all carrying God’s breath. This 
will set these apart from all the other sounds. The government of God will come 
into place, not to control people but to bring the atmosphere of freedom coming 
from heaven. They will display the 7 natures of Christ and those 7 graces. They 
will govern from those places more so than the 5-fold functions we declare. This 
will create true covenantal alignments between people, tribes and begin to bring 
the Body into union with Christ in a way never seen before. The origins of God 
will form authentic Christianity being seen. 

 The Lord told me the Acts of the Apostles are coming again. Not just a tag or 
name, but actual acts that shift the atmosphere over regions in measurable results, 
not fanciful statements that can’t be backed up. It will be an authoritarian grace 
they will walk in. This realigning will result in eternal mysteries being revealed 
and fellowshipped with, as people will simply know the intentions of God. People 
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will be placed in the land and the Spirit of God will invade the land through those 
people. This will be the container for harvest. Then the final breath and 7th glory 
will come. A transcended glory where the people of God become the doorway to 
heaven, and God is dwelling in the house establishing His throne. 
Are we headed to a reset? Yes! Is it what you think? Probably not. It is a deep 
thing God wants to do. I pray we don’t miss the moment but without a despera-
tion of abandonment and to abandon our own understanding, I’m concerned we 
will just go through the motions of a moment instead of becoming that moment 
upon the earth. 

(Greg Crawford is ordained through the Federation of Ministers and Churches International. He has 
a revelatory speaking gift and unique ministry of laying on of hands. He is connected with many 
national leaders and gives counsel and insight to help current ministry leaders. He pioneered the 
ministry now called The Base. He has a desire for spiritual fathering and has traveled to many na-
tions conducting leadership conferences. Greg is also the author of numerous books including King-
dom Discipleship, Kingdom Eschatology and Kingdom Centers. Greg’s articles and books may be 
found at this link: https://thebaseiowa.wordpress.com/ — Mailing address: The Base  1707 NW 
104th St.  Clive, Iowa 50325; Email: info@thebaseiowa; Website: www.thebaseiowa.org) 

Kathy — On December 29th, Marty made the declarations for 2020. The one that im-
pacted me most specifically was “Subterranean Goliaths will fall!” I took it to heart to 
ponder and looked up the words he used. Subterranean means “hidden, secret or liter-
ally operating beneath the earth’s surface”. (In one gathering in January, as Marty re-
leased this declaration, he paused and added, “Watch for what is happening literally in 
tunnels beneath the earth.”) Fallen means “in a lapsed or degraded state, prostrated or 
ruined”. So, it was a vivid picture to me to think there will soon be secret giant organiza-
tions falling apart behind the scenes and powerful hidden handlers falling on their faces 
in ruin. Since we can’t always see their presence and operations, I wondered if we will 
see their fall. After all, the American news media is apt to be for Goliath, not against him 
nor against any evil giant agenda.  

People speak outrageous lies and accusations to reporters to form sound bites so they 
can be broadcast to the nation. Though there be no truth or accuracy in their clips, the 
words bombard the atmosphere to echo in people’s thoughts and conversations. Such 
a tainted atmosphere can affect our thinking without us realizing it. Hell’s methods of 
sabotage are common and familiar, so they often go unnoticed while they undermine 
those who pray and their prayers. But you can rest assured that even if we don’t see or 
hear of the felled “Goliaths”, we will feel the effects of their demise in our world. The 
declaration stirred me to agreement and prayer because the fall of subterranean Goli-
aths directly relates to my prayer of the last two years: “Lord, avenge the children”. The 
fall of subterranean forces this year will be relief from atrocities against children as 
God’s justice brings down the giants behind abuse and trafficking, no matter who they 
are or what sewer they work within. On Jan. 28th, one week before the February/March 
issue of SEEC Magazine made it to print, we heard that a tunnel was discovered from 
Mexico into the U.S.A. in southern California. It is the longest smuggling tunnel (4309 
feet) ever found in the U.S.A. (now numerous other, larger tunnels have been discov-
ered); and they mentioned it was likely used for human trafficking as well as drug run-
ning. Subterranean Goliaths are getting taken down!  
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 I am writing this during the pandemic between Palm Sunday and 
Easter of 2020, on the day before Passover.  I have to say, I have been 
hearing about awakening coming for a while now but had no idea it was 
going to look like this.  This is… well, it’s an interesting, mysterious, ex-
citing and epic time to be alive.  How should I describe it? It’s like being 
in one of those super deep naps where dreams seem like reality, and when 
the alarm goes off it’s almost painful and confusing.  It’s that kind of nap 
where it takes a minute to not only regain consciousness, but you have to 
decipher what was the dream and what is real.  This is the best way I 
know how to describe this awakening.  I think I thought it was mainly 
going to be people waking up to God and looking for Him, and we would 
all be ready to introduce them.  Well, I was a tad off.  This thing is defi-
nitely beyond my logic and realm of standard operation.   

 So, this makes me ask, what are we awakening to? The thing that hits 
me the loudest is that we are being awakened to the fear of the Lord.  I’ve 
heard from several places that the church has to return to the fear of the 
Lord, and as He sheds insight on this subject it makes more and more 
sense why we cannot live outside of it.  Well, we have been living outside 
of it for the most part and that just isn’t working.  If we are awaking to the 
fear of the Lord, what have we been in? We’ve been operating in fear, but 
it’s a substandard fear.  A substandard fear is fear of lack, death, pain, 
trauma, loss, etc.  We, however, are waking up to what we were meant to 
operate in, which is the premium fear of the Lord.  In this premium fear 
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we operate out of awe, reverence, trust, insight and understanding.  This is 
a totally different way of living! Substandard fear is unclean fear, but pre-
mium fear of the Lord is clean fear.  This obviously leads to totally differ-
ent outcomes.   

 Look at this, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.” (John 10:10) The first half of this verse is substandard 
and the second half is premium.  I am always drawn to that word “might” 
in this passage.  That tells me abundant life is not a guarantee.  It’s not a 
guarantee to those that are asleep because their life is ruled by substan-
dard, unclean fear.  If we don’t wake up we can’t operate in the abun-
dance. 

 This is all starting to make sense why this awakening is so intense.  
We have the opportunity to move from a substandard life to a premium 
life if we will embrace this alarm and not press the snooze button! This 
moment really is an invitation to something incredible.  This is an invita-
tion to enter into and function from the fear of the Lord for the sake of the 
Kingdom and for His glory.  I really like the sound of that.  I really want 
to live that. 

 Here is a key for being awake, “If you call out for insight and cry aloud for 
understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden 
treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of 
God.” (Prov. 2:3-6)  When we wake up we have to have insight and understand-
ing to be able to navigate what God is doing in this earth. 

 How thrilling is it that we get to be alive for this?  We just need to accept the 
invitation to be a part of what Father is doing.  Gotta say, I accept even though I 
don’t even know what all is next.  I’m just waking up to a whole new world, 
waiting for my eyes to clear up so I can see it! 

Marty — News services are using their valuable air time and print space reporting on 
Christians declaring the end of the world. Christians have said time and time again 
throughout my lifetime (more than six decades) that no generation has seen things 
worse than they are now, and it is now the end of the world and the coming of the Lord. 
They have looked up into the sky and in every corner of the globe seeking all manner of 
natural signs to confirm their suspicions (Gal.4:9-11). Yet, I find it interesting that not 
one time have I heard anyone say that no generation of Christians has ever been more 
like Jesus than this generation (even after all the years and all the centuries of church 
attendance and flocking to revival meetings and observing the stars and dispensational 
charts). Amos has a great suggestion: “SEEK HIM that maketh the seven stars and 
Orion… THE LORD IS HIS NAME:” (Amos 5:8, KJV; also v.4-“Seek Me, and live!”) 
Could it be that Amos would rather have us take valuable time and effort we are using 
to seek signs and actually use it to SEEK THE LORD Himself?  
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 My glasses are fogged up! I love to play softball and I’ve played with 
a team in a city league for many years. I’m not as fast or as strong as I 
used to be, and the team is comprised of mostly young bucks. I’ve always 
said that I want to play as long as I can contribute to the team. There are 
some limitations on my skill set, but that’s not why they keep me around. 
I told the coach he doesn’t need to keep a spot for me if he has another 
option, but this is what he said, “Joe, we need you because when you’re 
here, the dugout is different.” During this time of worldwide anxiety and 
fear, we feel like we don’t have the tools of the game we used to have. 
We’re not as fast or as strong as we used to be, but there are some very 
important intangibles that we can bring to the table. You can change the 
entire atmosphere of a home or office just by your presence and attitude. 
“Christ in us, the hope of glory” can manifest in these times so that people 
will “be still and know that He is God.” (Ps.46:10) So, let the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit permeate every arena you come in contact with and let the 
“Peace Speaker” do what only He can do. But I digress. 

 One of the things that would happen often while playing softball was 
my glasses would fog up. With the right temperature, humidity, and body 
heat, I would regularly have to be cleaning my glasses so that I could see. 
I don’t know about you, but it can be extremely hard to hit or field a ball 
when you can’t see it coming at you. So, even if I’m well-skilled for the 
moment, I can be hampered by fog to implement my talents and abilities. 
So, I would like to demonstrate how fear is like fog. I did some studying 
on fog and what it is. It is like a low flying cloud. The water droplets are 
so fine that the weight is light enough to be suspended in the air instead of 
falling to the ground. The amazing thing to me was how little water is 
needed to make fog. 1 gallon of water can produce 7724 cubic feet of fog. 
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Our church building is 150ft by 80ft by 20ft which equals 240000 cubic 
feet. To fill our building with fog, would take 30 gallons of water.... that’s 
the size of a fish tank or storage container you get from Walmart. It is to-
tally manageable if all together, but because it is dispersed it looks and 
feels much larger. So, it doesn’t take much water when it’s transformed 
into a minuscule misty form that is hanging in the atmosphere. 

 “How is fear like fog,” you ask. Fog deflects light. We have all been 
in the fog where we know the sun is shining, but we can’t see that well, 
nor can we feel its effect. We know its there, but we are not receiving the 
full benefits of its warmth and light. Fear dulls the cognitive abilities in 
man to recognize what he already knows. Fear can overwhelm us with 
anxiety that diffuses the life-giving warmth of the Father of Lights. It also limits 
visibility. Studies have been done on people driving in the fog, and this is what 
they found. They put people in a simulator and asked them to drive to a speed of 
50 miles an hour without a speedometer. People would estimate by using their 
eyes and feel. After that, they would do the same test except they were driving in 
the fog. What they found was that people drove faster in the fog than in clear con-
ditions. They concluded that because of the lack of stationary objects in their 
sight to judge distance, they tended to drive much faster than in clear conditions. 
That is one of the most insidious effects of fear is that is throws off timing. Fear 
will force you to move too fast or paralyze you.  

 For example, consider the nonsensical run on toilet paper in our nation. 
There was no announcement of the lack of paper product production in our na-
tion, yet people in their fear of lack began to horde toilet paper. Fear can also 
paralyze people. They are so scared of failure, what people will think, what could 
happen, or just trying something new and different that they won’t move at all or 
very slowly at the least. The nature of fear is to throw off timing by intimidation 
of the unknown. We can’t see well in fog, so it makes us unsure. This is called 
spatial disorientation. An unskilled pilot will fly into a cloud with no visibility. 
He will begin to make small adjustments that feel right to him. The problem is 
you could be upside down and not know it. I heard a flight instructor say that you 
would be surprised by how many people come out of a cloud bank completely 
upside down. This is why pilots must become instrument certified to fly in 
weather or to certain heights. A pilot must trust his instruments in front of him in 
limited visibility.  

 We trust what we know, not what we see. We walk by faith, not by sight. 
During this time of so much fear and anxiety it is left up to the church, the ekkle-
sia, to take authority over this plague and to be carriers of hope. Don’t allow fear 
to move you faster or slower than you need to. Allow the Holy Spirit to bring 
unconventional ideas of how to love, comfort, and minister to our communities. 
We were born for such a time as this. Fear not, for I Am with you. 
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace International Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, coun-
selor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and marriage. 
He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. His email is: pastor-
joe@graceic.org * Website: graceic.org * Services at Grace are live each week on Grace’s Face-
book page and there is an archive of videos on Grace International’s YouTube Channel.)  
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 Things are changing faster than the blink of an eye. The Word of God is 
going Viral!  The Word of God has the innate power to literally bring hope 
and peace to the hearer today. I believe in troublesome times He gra-
ciously “AMPLIFIES” our hearing so as to help us really get this in our 
spirit.  I want to start with a scripture to frame this:  “And Wisdom and 
Knowledge shall be the stability of the times.” —Isaiah 33:6.  It is in 
knowing His word that we have our stability. Paul writes in Colossians 
2:3, “All the treasures of  Wisdom and Knowledge are hid in Christ.” 

 I believe Jesus was always encouraging His disciples to fear not and 
He wants us to know the same applies to us. Faith and fear cannot co-
exist, and this is a good time to take inventory.  2Pe.1:4 says we are being 
given exceedingly great and precious promises. The Holy Spirit had Peter 
pen these words for times like this to remind us that He has not left us 
alone. 

 God’s Kingdom is the most stable Kingdom and system on the planet. 
You and I are, by virtue of Christ’s finished work, members of an unshake-
able Kingdom.  In reflecting back to Isaiah’s words: God’s presence and 
His words are the stability of our times.  The moment He gave any prom-
ises they were in effect daily, weekly.  Even those spoken a millennia ear-
lier are still accomplishing His purposes for His own people. He has left 
them here to accomplish His loving will for mankind!   

 There are some scriptures that seem to have a weightier impact, and 
this seems to be one of those that fits the needs of the times. Reading Ps. 
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91:9-10 let’s put emphasis on the word because:  Because you have made 
the Lord, who is my refuge, even the most high, your dwelling place, no 
evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near your dwelling.  
“Because” means for this reason you made the Lord your dwelling place. 
It’s our decision to choose Him as our dwelling place.  Our God always 
responds to decisions that honor Him.  Notice His promise to those who 
make Him their dwelling place, “NO EVIL.”  That is an exceedingly great 
and precious promise.  God hides us from open danger and God hides us 
from hidden danger.  We’ve read this dozens of times, but there are times 
when God’s anointed, living Word does its work in our heart at the exact 
moment it is needed. These are those times. All through life in tough times 
He has led me to His Word, knowing what I needed and His timing is al-
ways impeccable. He has never failed to bring encouragement amongst our 
greatest tests and trials. If you think you don’t count to God,  just make 
Him your dwelling place and see for yourself how much He cares. 

 Yes, this pandemic is real.  We should pay attention and obey the 
rules, use common sense and apply scientific sense when necessary.  We 
also must apply His Word to our situations to help educate and allay fears 
and misconceptions as we hold to a godly dose of reality.  Being spiritu-
ally prepared is as important as physical preparation. 

 Our choices  matter because we can choose to accept or deny, to believe or 
doubt, to receive His truth or to ignore it, but when our God says there is hope, 
there is no reason for us to live as though there is none.  God will not allow any-
thing or any situation to get top billing in His Kingdom without coming to our 
rescue. The answers have always been in His Word and in His believers, and that 
Word is still in effect.  In the parable of two men, one built his house on a rock 
and the other built his on sand. The wise man had wisdom and knowledge, the 
stability of the times, that the rock was the place for the person who made the Lord 
his dwelling place.  Then notice the parable lays out the cause and effect:  And eve-
ryone who hears these sayings of mine and doeth [keeps on doing] them survived. 
For the person who didn’t heed God’s word, the storms of life destroyed the home 
built on shifting (doubting) sand.  Let’s consider the because again:  Because he 
has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him.” (Psalm 91:14) The Mes-
sage translation says: “If you’ll hold on to me for dear life,” says God, “I’ll get you 
out of trouble.” I might add here that He is saying I’ll give you the best care IF 
you’ll only get to know me and TRUST ME! 

 The definition of VIRAL is  something that spreads rapidly through a popula-
tion by frequent sharing with a number of individuals. And the Word of God 
spread so much that the whole world took note and accused His disciples of turn-
ing the world upside down. Now that’s the VIRAL we  need! 

(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the Association 
of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. His teaching CDs are 
available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed 
and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 
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 Since the end of 2019 I have heard these words in my spirit: “The fear 
of the Lord is returning to the church.” I first began to hear it as I and a 
few other men had started meeting every weekday morning for one hour 
to pray. Since then, not a day has passed that I don’t hear those words. 
After hearing this for several days, I asked the Lord what He meant by it. 
I’ve known about the fear of the Lord for most of my life and always be-
lieved I had a fairly good understanding of it. However, this time I knew 
there was more to it than I understood. I didn’t get an answer from the 
Lord immediately like I would have preferred, but instead the answer 
came a couple of weeks later while in prayer. The words I heard were “It 
is treading lightly.” Right after that I saw in my spirit a man taking very 
careful steps and cupping his hands as if holding something he was pro-
tecting.  

 It is important that we understand what the fear of the Lord is and 
what it is not. Sometimes when we think about the fear of the Lord, im-
ages can be conjured up of someone cowering at the foot of God’s throne, 
hoping He doesn’t fling a lightning bolt at him in His righteous anger (as 
if He was Zeus instead of Yahweh. I am glad that our God is Yahweh and 
not Zeus!) It is safe to say that most of you reading this already know that 
the fear of the Lord does not mean the kind of fear that perfect love casts 
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out, because to be in the presence of God is to be in the presence of Love 
Himself. By contrast, we all would agree that to fear the Lord means to be 
in awe and reverence of Him. I want to focus on the fear of the Lord as it 
is referenced in the book of Acts because this new era we’re entering will 
look a lot like that.  

 There are four particular aspects of the fear of the Lord that I believe 
will be prevalent. The first one involves awe and wonder. After the Holy 
Spirit had come at Pentecost, the church began to multiply and expand. A 
new era had begun as thousands were added to their number. The believ-
ers were meeting daily from house to house, hearing the teaching of the 
apostles, sharing communion, and giving themselves to prayer. Acts 2:43 
(Passion Translation) says, “A deep sense of holy awe (“fear” in KJV) 
swept over everyone, and the apostles performed many signs and won-
ders.” In my many years of being part of the church, I can recall several 
times where the presence of the Lord was so heavy upon us that all we could do 
was stay still and quiet for an extended time. I remember a couple of times that 
lasted at least forty-five minutes or longer. Nobody moving or speaking. We 
dared not! It was partly because we were afraid to and partly because we were 
enjoying His overwhelming presence too much to want to mess it up by getting in 
the way. In this new era, there will be more frequent times of being absolutely 
dumbfounded to the point of silence as we encounter Him in awe and wonder. 
This will happen when we meet together as well as when we are alone with Him 
in the secret place. There will be gatherings of the saints where we will com-
pletely lose track of time, not because we planned an all-day service, but because 
our heart and flesh will be so centered on Him that nothing else will matter. This 
is coming! 

 The second aspect is about how we carry Him. The fear of the Lord will 
cause us to “tread lightly” as we realize the value of what and Whom we carry. 
Ananias and Sapphira, unfortunately, did not value the presence of the Lord over 
their own desire to hold on to something that wasn’t theirs (Acts 5). Having care-
lessly walked into the presence of God with no sense of holy fear, they were car-
ried out dead after lying to the Holy Spirit. It is interesting to note that even 
though they were speaking to Peter, it says they lied to the Holy Spirit. The ques-
tion seems to always arise as to whether or not it was God who killed them. I 
won’t attempt to answer that right now, but I believe that the awareness of the 
presence of God was so strong that their hearts failed them when their deception 
was exposed. 

  Saul of Tarsus had an encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and 
became a follower of Christ. After initial disbelief at hearing the report of his 
conversion, the believers in Jerusalem finally welcomed him as one of their own 
(Acts 19). It says in verse 31 (TPT): “After this, the church all over Judea, Gali-
lee, and Samaria experienced a season of peace. The congregations grew larger 
and larger, with the believers being empowered and encouraged by the Holy 
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Spirit. They worshiped God in wonder and awe, and walked in the fear of the 
Lord.” They walked in the fear of the Lord. This is “treading lightly.” In 2 Corin-
thians 4:7 (TPT) we read, “We are like common clay jars that carry this glorious 
treasure within, so that the extraordinary overflow of God’s power will be seen 
as God’s, not ours.” One of the greatest temptations we face is to want to take 
credit for manifestations of God’s power and glory. Humility will be a major 
mark of this new era. He resists the proud but gives grace to the humble (James 
4:7). This will become more evident in the days ahead as men and women who 
try to make a name for themselves will be openly exposed and brought low. We 
are going to be so aware of the value of the treasure (Christ) in us that we’ll carry 
ourselves in such a way that honors Him and those around us. This will be a ne-
cessity because just as it was with Paul, we are going to see some radical conver-
sions and transformations that will cause the fear of the Lord to come upon us 
again! 

 The third aspect involves our relationship to Christ as the bridegroom. I came 
across something that caught my attention and really stood out to me when I took 
another look at the meaning of the word “fear” as it is used in these instances in 
the book of Acts. One of the definitions given for this word (phobos) in Thayer’s 
Greek Dictionary is “reverence for one’s husband.” Immediately I heard Him say, 
“The church (the bride) is about to experience a level of intimacy with her hus-
band (Christ) that will lead to reverence for Him not seen since the first century.” 

 The restlessness that so many of us have experienced this past season is 
about to be quelled by the manifest presence of the Bridegroom in our midst. Our 
affection will be set on Him in such a way that repentance will come easy as we 
experience His overwhelming goodness. Our increasing love for Jesus will result 
in our love for one another going to a new level. When Paul wrote his first letter 
to the church at Corinth, he saw the need to put what we call the “love chapter” (1 
Cor. 13) in there because although the gifts of the Spirit were in operation, it was-
n’t being done with love. We are going to see what they look like with love. Let’s 
be ready! 

 The fourth aspect relates to how we respond to the spirit of fear that is so 
prevalent in our society today. It should be obvious to us that news media as a 
whole is ruled by an antichrist spirit. This particular entity is nothing new. It was 
the same spirit that tried to stop the young church in Acts. We should take heed 
and let our response be the same as theirs was: “And now, Lord, `look upon their 
threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all bold-
ness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are per-
formed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  This is what the response 
of a people who are walking in the fear of the Lord looks like. Let it be so with us 
as well. 

(Kevin Sherman and his wife Becky live in Conroe,TX. Kevin is the father of four sons. He 
serves at Grace International Church as a teacher and EYC staff member. He is also cur-
rently a teacher and mentor at Fresh Start in Conroe. Kevin writes a weekly blog. To sub-
scribe go to: asyouthink.org) 
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 Saving each bit of tin foil, no matter how torn or wrinkled, was what some of 
my kinfolks did after they went through the Great Depression in the last century. 
My grandmother made dish soap out of old bars of bath soap that had become too 
small to handle easily. She would drop them in a jar of water and let them melt 
and use the liquid to wash her dishes. Experiences of the past help shape our atti-
tudes and actions (or lack thereof) in the present. There were, however, people 
who came through that economic downturn, and ensuing hardships, by applying 
positive attitudes and industrious minds to adjust to the unconventional of their 
times. They were, therefore, able to affect the future so that they might be better 
prepared to advance into coming changes and developments. They broke free 
from what some viewed as yokes necessary to bear because of decades-long stan-
dard practice and even enabled others to excel, instead of allowing themselves to 
be harnessed to an old paradigm that they would drag around and pass off to 
coming generations. A careful perusal of our nation’s history will reveal to us that 
in every economic downturn, there were people making money. The challenges 
of unconventional times and ways can find us shutting down because of focusing 
on limitations or they can spur us into looking where we have never considered 
looking for resources and answers. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther are your ways My ways, says the Lord.  9  For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.” (Isa.55:8-9, Amp) We must needs pray for and prepare ourselves for 
Father’s thoughts and ways at this time. 

 If we allow them, desperate conditions can open our eyes to see the uncon-
ventional in the light of facilitation. Bailing wire is not a conventional fastener on 
an airplane. But I had an uncle who, in the 1940’s, flew a single engine plane 
back and forth between Louisiana and Texas numerous times with various pieces 
of the plane held in place with bailing wire because other parts and equipment 
were not available. (Please note: I DO NOT recommend any of my uncle’s me-
chanical practices!) He couldn’t afford instruments for flying aids so he tied a 
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bolt to a piece of string and hung it over the center of the windshield so that, in a 
cloud, he could determine if he was still flying right side up! There are those who 
would not use the unconventional simply because it is unconventional but there 
are those who will take courage and apply an unconventional solution when they 
realize that attempting to apply the conventional no longer works or the conven-
tional simply is no longer available. 

 Convention: “a rule, method, or practice established by usage; custom; ac-
cepted usage, especially as a standard of procedure.”  One label that fits Jesus 
very well is “unconventional”. “There is no one like You among the gods, O 
Lord, Nor are there any works like yours.” (Ps.86:8; also Jer.10:6; 1Sam.2:2; 
Deut.33:26; Ps.74:12; Job 5:9) Jesus’ disciples had observed Jesus praying and 
had observed the impacting redemptive results He got when He spoke to nature, 
disease and demons. When they asked Him to teach them to pray, He told them 
that they should ask for that which is in heaven to be moved into the earth 
(Matt.6:10). Needless to say, that which is conventional in heaven (God’s will) is 
going to be unconventional by earth’s standards, practices, methods, rules and 
usage.  

 Throughout history there have been people die while standing on their con-
vention because it was their convention and anything else was, therefore, unac-
ceptable for consideration. In the early 20th Century young women were flying 
solo in single engine aircraft from East Coast to West Coast. There were stodgy 
old farmers walking behind a plow and mule who would look up at the plane, 
disgustedly shake their head and declare, “If God would’ve meant for man to fly, 
He would have given him wings!” The very thought of possibly using something 
like a flying machine to advance the Kingdom of God in the earth was as foreign 
to those old unimaginative minds as the thought of the Red Sea splitting to de-
liver Israel and advance them to the promised land was to the Israelites. Instead of 
possibly seeing God as the source of inventiveness that, for the first time in his-
tory, was bringing reality to a most unconventional yet efficient means of travel, 
it was viewed as people taking unnecessary risks and playing around wasting 
time and money when they could have a real job like walking around behind a 
mule all day. Determination to resist the unconventional at any cost will not only 
hold back the determined individual but may cause him to influence others into 
abandoning their dreams and creativity which would impact future generations 
and vision. One may ask oneself, “When I reached my comfort level and began 
living my routine within the bounds of my preferences, did God then cancel all 
further dreams, visions and inventiveness regardless of the needs and challenges 
of coming generations?” Is our only requisite that our comfort zones not get jos-
tled? 

 There was an Army general in 1898 who wanted to disband the Rough Rid-
ers Teddy Roosevelt had organized before they could even get on a boat to Cuba 
because so many things about them were unconventional in comparison to con-
ventional Army methodology. When the captain of the Rough Riders was re-
quired by a general to give a description of his fighting unit, he said, “They are 
the most unconventional men you have ever seen.” At that point the general be-
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gan speaking of disbanding the company and requiring them to walk back to the 
western states from Florida. When their captain asked the general what his par-
ticular objection was the red-faced officer doubled up both fists and yelled, “I 
have never seen anything like this in my lifetime!” The captain responded, “Sir, 
that’s because nothing like this has ever happened in your lifetime” to which the 
general had to eventually concede. He needed an unconventional fighting unit to 
fight an unconventional war.  

 Current events in each generation will place unrelenting demands upon that 
generation to see that there are possibilities, people and resources that can be 
trained, modified and applied to the challenges unique to and inherited by that 
generation. Since we have never seen anything like the current events in our life-
time, or anyone else’s lifetime, we take hope that the God who brought solutions 
to Israel and used those solutions to keep covenant with them is the same God 
who is the Enabler of His people today to bring help and unconventional solu-
tions to the challenges of this generation and the ones to come. “But you shall 
[earnestly] remember the Lord your God, for it is He Who gives you power to get 
wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it 
is this day.” (Deut.8:18, NASB)  

 Those trying/challenging circumstances that made a pronounced entrance 
into the history books in the early part of the 20th Century drove some to excel. 
They also enabled some who had certain knowledge, skill-sets, personality wir-
ing, and creativity to get traction in spite of the slippery pavement of uncertainty. 
For those who will stand on tiptoe and stretch their neck to look beyond fears, 
immediate obstacles and predictions based on limited knowledge, there will al-
ways be solutions and vision waiting that can be applied to present challenges. 
There were several people who were washed off of a walkway into a swollen 
river in a flood. They were floating along with the current and just able to keep 
their heads above the water while growing weaker and weaker with every pan-
icked stroke and gulp of filthy water. Several of them were crying out in great 
fear and voicing the obvious aspects of peril they were in, crying out about the 
rushing water, the great amount of debris, the likelihood of drowning. One man, 
however, was  not focusing on the dangerous aspects of floating debris. He was 
constantly looking for something big enough to grab hold of and use for floata-
tion. He was constantly aware of what the dangerous current was bringing that 
might be useful in the present circumstances. When a large tree branch came 
floating along, he grabbed hold of it and rode it to a place where it lodged against 
a protrusion of land that jutted out into the river. He was then able to climb out of 
the danger which had, only moments earlier, threatened his life. The tree branch 
was a possible threat like the other debris but the man believed he could use the 
flotsam that present dynamics sent his way to better improve his position. 

 Almighty God’s thoughts and ways are far above ours. We must needs pray 
for and prepare ourselves for Father’s thoughts and ways at this time. We must 
apply faith, positive attitudes and industrious minds to adjust to the unconven-
tional of our times. God can use desperate conditions to open our eyes to see the 
facilitation available in unconventional people and unconventional opportunities 
(Ex.16:4-17; 1K.27:7-16; Josh.2:1-15; Isa.45:1-13; Acts 16:30-34). 
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* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS

Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.
Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com
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