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 The whole scene between David and Goliath could have been on FOX 
news last week: a false-god-worshiping foreigner intended to immigrate 
into the nation and rule the nation with his nation’s laws and gods.  He 
fully intended to obligate another nation to serve him as an immigrant 
and make the immigrants’ dreams come true.  Sound familiar yet?  We 
have to wonder why men keep allowing the enemy to set the rules of en-
gagement.  We have to question also why history keeps repeating itself 
and why the same influences keep showing up to sway history. 

 Let’s follow history beyond Goliath into the Middle Ages, (400AD to 
1500AD).  A guy with a complaint could start a fight and set the rules of 
engagement just by throwing a gauntlet (a heavy-duty glove) at some-
one’s feet.  Under the sway of that age, you were then obligated to rules of 
engagement that required you to get a pole and a horse and risk your life 
in a joust!  Supposedly that was all in the name of honor and dignity, 
though it sounds a bit more like pride and stupidity.  For hundreds of 
years after jousting, there were duels from 1500-1900.  This time, if a man 
slapped you in the face with a glove, you were obligated by the rules of 
engagement to risk dying or killing someone!  Who made that Koolaid?  
Of course, the culture of that age made it the way of the world.  When you 
consider the huge span of years in history, it begs the question: how does 
a foolish and destructive paradigm stay so consistent throughout different 
cultures over a span of centuries?  The answer is not complex.  We know 
who has been the consistent negative effect on cultures and we know who 
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has mastered taking advantage of human nature,  the prince of the power 
of the air.  Eph 2:2 says - you walked habitually following the course and 
fashion under the sway of the present age, following the prince of the 
power of the air. You were under the control of the demon spirit that is 
constantly at work.  No matter what century, what culture, the same prince 
of the power of the air is constantly at work in every age and he uses the 
same methods. 

 We have to remember that we are not here to conform to the age we 
live in, nor to its rules of engagement, nor to its course and flow, nor to its 
fashion and norms, nor to its anxieties and fears, nor to any other toxic 
influence in it’s atmosphere.  It is the will of our Father that we live and 
move and have our being in Him, not in the pollution of ungodly agendas, 
hellish propaganda or cycling stupidity.  We were not born to be pawns of 
the “prince of power of the air.”  So we must  refuse to be conformed to 
this world, (Rom 12:2), and instead be transformed by the renewing of 
our mind, in order to prove what is that good and pleasing and perfect 
will of God.    Most of my years, I thought of that scripture as a personal 
challenge about my life.  I knew I should not conform and just go with the 
flow around me, even in Bible College.  I knew my thinking had to be like 
my Father’s, but the pivotal word in the KJV for me was prove.  I thought 
that scripture was saying I needed to prove that I could muster up and 
measure up to God’s will.  However, when I searched the definitions of 
the words in that verse, I discovered that being renewed in mind and being 
transformed is more about equipping than measuring up.  The word prove 
there is a Greek word that means “to discern, to examine, to allow”.  So, 
let me paraphrase Rom 12:2, We are transformed from the inside out 
when our thinking and feelings and reasoning and understanding are de-
veloped and no longer molded by the common or typical.  We can then 
discern that which is beneficial to and that which is agreeable with and 
that which is acceptable in God’s design and original intent.  So that 
scripture is not about us proving we can merit our Father’s approval.  It is 
about being transformed by a renewing of our mind so that we think and 
live like a mature son or daughter that understands they are already ap-
proved by Father as well as equipped to discern and examine what’s going 
on in this age.  Then a mature son or daughter allows and approves what  
aligns with as it is in heaven and participates with heaven coming to 
earth! 

 With renewed minds we can think like our Father.  Being transformed 
means we go through metamorphosis that changes our nature from the 
inside out to enable us for  purpose.  Walking in purpose we prove, or dis-
cern and allow what is God’s order and design.  So, if a toxic atmosphere 
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moves in like a fog, we can sense it and counter it.  For example, if there 
is another shooting massacre, even while the media is just beginning their 
frenzy, we take a stand in our living room and declare, “No more.”  We 
can be confident that agreement between heaven and earth in that moment 
will give God access to stop a domino effect before the power of the air 
can affect another crazed mind to stage a shooting.  If toxic air moves in 
and touches our awareness, that tells us those spirits are close enough that 
we should touch back. There’s no reason to allow devils to freely do what 
they come to do.  They may have squeezed in through a legal loophole, 
but their illegal agenda can’t stand in a face-off with sons of God legislat-
ing according to‘as it is in heaven’!   

 In fact, if devils show up on our radar, we can take that as time for a 
throw down!  Eph 6:12, says we wrestle NOT against flesh and blood op-
ponents, but it doesn’t just say, “We wrestle not”!  In fact, it gives us a 
loud list of what we are wrestling:  authorities and powers of darkness, 
master spirits who are world rulers of darkness and spirit forces of wick-
edness in the supernatural realm.  Wrestling is about forcing an opponent 
to the ground.  In spiritual battles, this will involve using un-carnal, God-
sanctioned weapons.  In wrestling, the right move is the right weapon. We 
have moves like effectual prayer or declaration or decree or unique obedi-
ence or gifts of the Spirit or laying on of hands, coming in the opposite 
spirit and corporate agreement. If the confrontation isn’t a quick “one 
shot, one kill”and it becomes a laborious, wearisome show-down, remem-
ber also that wrestling involves refusing to go down.  Even if lion’s breath 
is in your face and melting your nose hairs, don’t go down in discourage-
ment and despair. You are not wrestling to go down and end up as a lion’s 
lunch. Texans were inspired by their battle cry, “Remember the Alamo.”  
Sons of God can cry, “Remember Daniel’s Den!” That was an awesome  
as it is in heaven,  throw-down moment of heaven coming to earth.  When 
the wrestling match is won, we dispossess and displace the enemy, take 
back what they stole and bring heaven’s order into the chaos and dysfunc-
tion they caused.  

 We have to have our minds renewed to think like our Father. A re-
newed mind equips us to walk in dominion because we are enabled to dis-
cern both what’s going on and what to allow in earth that aligns with as in 
heaven.  When Jesus taught the disciples to pray Father,Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven, who knew how much the answer to that prayer 
would extensively involve sons and daughters? We are all involved in this 
heaven to earth process, and our starting posture is looking to Him.  We 
seek first the Kingdom by looking to the King, the All-that’s-needed, Pre-
sent-tense, Undefeatable I AM who is the core of as it is in heaven.  After 
looking to Him we can see as He sees.  Seeing from heaven to earth is a 
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different dynamic than from earth to heaven.  From heaven we look 
through His scope and see where the lines fall and should fall rather than 
looking up through the chaos and disorder of earth.  From heaven to earth, 
His wisdom and intent override emotion and memories and experience 
and preferences and mis-beliefs and needs and longings and grief and im-
patience and fear that can distort our thinking. 

 The Israelites feared they could not keep foreigners and their devils and their 
darkness from invading just as today many believers can’t see how we can push 
back the darkness that is threatening our boundaries (and unfortunately we have 
had decades of dispensational teaching to back us not even trying).  However, 
while there are devilish absurdities pushing all our boundaries, we do not have to 
bow to false god worshipers nor make their dreams come true.  We dare not.  
Instead, we can renew our minds and align with our Father’s agenda so that I 
AM’s presence, power, ruling authority, governmental order, design and intent 
manifest and change our nation into an as in heaven condition.  The Israelites 
didn’t mount up in mass and charge Goliath and take him down.  It was David, 
just a remnant, that faced off with him and took him down.  Many or few 
(1Sam.14:6), renewing our minds will position us to defeat darkness in our na-
tion. 
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 There are three phases that we always find the Church going into and 
through in the first century Church.  1) The first phase is the “outpouring” 
of the Holy Spirit.  2) The second phase is called, “impact,” because the 
outpouring impacts the surrounding environment.  3) The third phase is 
always “opposition” that comes primarily through the religious system 
and ultimately the civil government.  (Both entities stand against the ad-
vance of the Kingdom of God in history.)  In the book of Acts, we find 
these phases repeated throughout.  In fact, if we are a book of Acts 
Church in this 21st century, we are living in one or more of these phases.  
More marks of an Acts Church are the following: 

 Prioritize Purity in the Covenant Community:   A “first” in chapter 
five of Acts is the first judgment on believers.  Ananias and Sapphira went 
to heaven prematurely.  It seems severe that they dropped dead in the ser-
vice, but God was prioritizing purity in His Church.  In the Corinthian 
letter we find some believers died prematurely and some got sick because 
they did not receive communion worthily.  I know a prophet that stood in 
a church in Illinois and said, “This church is three funerals away from re-
vival.”  Two men died and the third repented.  However, then one year 
later the third man objected to the move of God and died there in the ser-
vice. God is serious about purity, integrity and accountability in His house 
and the tone was set in this “first” judgment on believers. 
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 Cultivate Hearts to Serve and Minister:  The first deacons were 
chosen and assigned in Acts.  The word deacon means minister. Paul the 
apostle called himself a deacon.  Generically, every Christian is a minis-
ter.  In the early church some critically important, special needs arose but 
had the apostles focused their energies there, they would have been dis-
tracted from their main ministry of getting before the Lord and the Word 
to get prophetic vision for the house. So they assigned seven people 
anointed by the Spirit of God to take care of other important ministry such 
as caring for widows and orphans and the disenfranchised.  The point is 
that whichever ministry we are assigned to, we are all ministers.  Jesus is 
the deacon of all deacons, minister of all ministers and is our example.  
When the attitude of laying down our lives to serve is in the Church, the 
five-fold ministry of equipping the saints and the multifaceted  ministry of 
the saints operate together on another level.  We all have specialized as-
signments of ministry in the Kingdom of God.  One historian said that the 
Early Church found favor in the first three centuries of the Roman Em-
pire, not just by the power displays in the Church but also by the ministry 
to the poor in the community. The gospel brings prosperity and progress 
and change to all nations. The anointed Church must learn to minister to 
all people groups and all areas (social needs, justice, the political realm, 
etc.)  Would to God the Church was overrun by willing servants because 
there is something you can do that no one else can do quite like you do it.  
We are a corporate body to advance powerfully and release transforma-
tion on every front. 

 Ultimate Commitment:   The first martyr of the Church was in Acts.  
In Acts 1:8, the word witness is the word for martyr. That means if I am 
going to witness for and of Christ, I am willing to lay down my life and 
make the ultimate sacrifice for what I believe.  Stephen preached a power-
ful message in Acts 7 and then he was stoned and then he saw a vision of 
Christ and then he ascended. Stephen means crown. As the first martyr he 
established a witness in the Early Church that we so believe in the Christ 
who called us in the faith that we will literally lay down our lives if neces-
sary. There are more martyrs in the Church around the world today than 
there have ever been. This is life and death commitment, not mere relig-
ion. 

 Evangelize with Signs Following:  The first outreach beyond Jerusa-
lem (as the Lord instructed) happened in Acts, and it only happened after 
the persecution. Phillip went to Samaria, an under-reached area, and 
preached the Kingdom and saw cities shaken.  They began to see the most 
prolific and powerful miracles when they got beyond their central parame-
ters and boundaries to the under-reached, those reached a little but not 
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enough. 

 Establish Blended Apostolic Centers and Churches:   The first unreached 
group came into the Church in Acts 10.  Peter went to the utterly unreached Gen-
tiles.  He preached to the house of Cornelius and before he even finished the 
Spirit was poured out and the unreached spoke in tongues, just like the Jewish 
believers had been. Then Peter baptized them in water just like the Jewish believ-
ers.  The unreached came into the Body of Christ without coming via Judaism. 
Those unreached Gentiles didn’t look like the believers in Jerusalem and the un-
reached and untouchables won’t necessarily look like us either.  However, if the 
Church will love the unreached enough to reach out, God will bring the changes  
needed.  I was in western Kansas in a convenience store and a teenage girl 
walked in with a tatoo designed all over her face.  I was stunned because I had 
never seen anything like that.  Thankfully, before my attitude could get bad, the 
Lord showed me how much she needed affirmation. If we reach out beyond the 
under-reached to the totally unreached, there may be controversy like there was in 
the Early Church.  However, it is worth it to deal with the controversy to the 
glory of the Lord in order to reach the unreached harvest.      

 Pursue the Great Commission:   The first blended Jew and Gentile church 
was in Acts at Antioch.  Acts 11:26 says the disciples were first called Christians 
at Antioch. So they were not called disciples of the Anointed One until Antioch.  
That indicates there was a model in Antioch that transcended other models.  It 
included multi-ethnic leadership.  Two of the five were African descent. Thank 
God for team. Their priority was to minister to the Lord before ministering to 
people.  They obviously had five-fold coming in and out at Antioch but they had 
five-fold within the church as well because it says they had prophets and teachers, 
plural.  The Antioch church was led by an apostle, not a pastor or a teacher.  
Barnabas was that apostle.  He had been sent there to bring order to a movement 
of converts of both Jews and Gentiles. The main thing about this church, unlike 
both Phillip who moved out because of persecution and Peter who moved out 
because of a vision, was that Antioch intensely obeyed the Great Commission 
and sent out apostolic teams to reach the nations and transform the world of their 
day.  A church should not be measured by its seating capacity but rather by 
its sending capacity after training, equipping and commissioning to change 
the world.  We are not here to escape the world but here to be world chang-
ers and nation shakers. 

  Convene Leaders to Set the Course for the Church’s Future:  Acts re-
cords the first convening of leaders to set the course for the future of the Church.   
The Jerusalem Council mandated apostles Barnabas, Paul, Peter, James and John 
to do five things: 1) to settle disputes, 2) negotiate a crisis, 3) establish doctrine, 
4) issue decrees, 5) set a future course for the Church.  Today, we likewise can 
convene as The Church and work together without competition or intimidation 
between apostles and prophets and pastors. We can connect in God and set the 
course for the Church because the mantle on us is not just about you and me but 
about the Church together. Controversies can be resolved because the anointing is 
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on the Church to do that and it is being done in our day, thank God. 

 We the Church occupy until the Lord comes by keeping these matters in pri-
ority. 
(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, 
apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having minis-
tered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching 
apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book 
WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materials may be found at 
his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262.) 

 Seek first the Kingdom tells us the values of the Christ and His King-
dom government are first priority obedience.  Jesus Christ was an expres-
sion of the Father and also an expression of God’s government, the King-
dom, the rule of God.  We cannot separate Jesus Christ from the King-
dom.  It is a half truth to preach that Jesus is simply Savior but not King, 
the glorified man on the throne in control of the universe.  If we only have 
a secondary truth, we are always disillusioned in the Christian life.  If we 
do not have the unshakeable Kingdom, we are searching continually for 
something more. Things fall in their place if the Kingdom is the highest 
truth, but that is not the case if we try to make the Church first and fore-
most.  The Kingdom redeemed the Church, not the other way around.  
The Church does not rule over all.  Jesus said. “Pray Thy Kingdom 
come”, not “Thy Church come”.  The Church governs a certain aspect of 
my life, but the Kingdom governs everything, our lives, the Church, the 
marketplace, education, the arts, civil government, etc.  Those who try to 
make the Church rule over the civil government, are attempting to make a 
secondary truth into a primary truth.  If we preach the Church as the high-
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est value, we lose the Church.  Church doesn’t make sense to many people 
because they don’t see the need to gather in a building, sing some songs 
and go home.  If we look around us, it appears that many people are tired 
of church.  I don’t mean tired of  fellowshipping with the Lord or tired of 
His Rule and Word, but tired of the institutional church.  God loves the 
Church and redeemed it, but He is bringing a different expression to it.  In 
the same way, we saw a movement that tried to make family the highest 
value and then all meaning of what family is supposed to be.  Some have 
tried to make the marketplace the highest value.  He said to seek first the 
Kingdom and we must, for we will lose anything that we put in pre-
eminence over God, His Word and His order. 

         Seeking the Kingdom first is always present tense.  Matt 4:17 — 
From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand," He did not say it was thousands of years out in the 
future.  It is scary when people put the Kingdom off to sometime in the 
future and consider it a place we go when we die.  That is not understand-
ing that the Kingdom is the rule of God.  Jesus Christ was the expression 
incarnate of God’s Rule.  When He said “repent,” it did not mean to repent of 
your sins but to repent of a mindset concerning the Rule of God.  Repentance 
means a change of mind, a change of thinking.  He was saying the Kingdom is 
here, a new order is here, so the weight of your old order has to be laid off to re-
ceive the new order of the Kingdom of God.  He was speaking to the community 
of His covenant people to have a different mindset from a visible Kingdom and a 
visible King. The first change in a relationship with God is a new openness to the 
ways of God.   

 Matt 5:2 — He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying,  "Blessed 
(happy) are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Until we come 
to “poor in spirit” we won’t embrace the Kingdom of God.  The beatitudes are 
not things we are trying to attain or do.  They tell us that coming under the order 
of the Kingdom of God is an  expression of grace that comes with embracing the 
Kingdom.  The blessings listed in the beatitudes come as a result of coming under 
the government of God.  If I am seeking God and obeying Him, there may still be 
areas I am not doing everything right, but because I am under the order of God, 
there is grace extended to me and I am genuinely happy.  We don’t strive to be 
happy in the order of God.  Under the government of God, we don’t strive to be 
humble or patient, we just are by His grace.  If we strive, we forfeit grace, but 
surrendering to His government brings abundant grace.  

 Matt 6:9 — "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed 
be Your name. 10  'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in 
heaven.   The fruit of the Kingdom is the will of God.  So, wherever the will of 
God is being done, we find the Kingdom.   The postponed Kingdom 2000 years 
down the road is problematic because we cannot have the will of God being done 
now if the Kingdom is postponed.  The Kingdom is the power of the gospel.  
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1Cor 4:20 — For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power.  In 
Acts 1, they were trying to get a kingdom restored to Israel and He told them 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  The Holy 
Spirit in the earth is the demonstration of another government on earth.  The 
emphasis cannot be speaking in tongues but rather a new order, a new govern-
ment in planet earth.  Jesus told them when He cast out a devil by the Spirit of 
God that meant the Kingdom is here.  

 I am under the conviction that we can be redeemed but not be in the 
Kingdom of God until we are both water baptized and have received the 
Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38 — "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, (And thereby live in the Kingdom, Rom 
14:17—  for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteous-
ness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.)  Acts 2:38 is not about re-
demption and going to heaven but about coming under the Kingdom of 
God, and the fruit of that in our life is obedience.  

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at the Word of 
Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training/Intercessioin is at 10:00am each Sunday. To contact him 
about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on the Kingdom of God, 
call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: wol-luf@consolidated.net  ——For a list 
of CDs of Bro Simon’s messages, contact us at mail@seecminnistries.org) 

our
our our our 
us

See to it that no one comes short of the 
grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and 
by it many be defiled;    that there be no immoral or godless person 
like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. 
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 There are three distinct churches being built. This is also reflective in 
three distinct types of ministry styles that have been birthed from these 
influences. Though each has things to offer, only one is truly the more 
Biblical approach. These three styles are seen in Acts as the Church at 
Jerusalem, the Church at Ephesus and the Church at Antioch. Let’s make 
this more real. These three are the people assembled to conduct spiritual 
government and implement the intentions of God at Jerusalem, Ephesus 
and Antioch. These are not necessarily structures but are people. 

 Jerusalem was the place the Church was birthed but it was not until 
Antioch that they received their identity. As grand as the birthing was, the 
people were not without problems. They were reluctant to spread the gos-
pel of the Kingdom being more focused on their city than even their re-
gion. Yet the command was to be witnesses to Jerusalem, Samaria and the 
uttermost parts of the world. Jesus had given them their assignment but 
also was describing the transitions that would be occurring. 

 The Church in Jerusalem was single culture focused. They went ever 
deeper in their own culture and never truly reached out in the community. 
Yes, the outpouring came and yes, many were added, but the Church in 
the years following never did have another major move of God. You see 
we become stagnate when we interpret through cultural perception and 
not through scriptural interpretation. If a ministry is singular in culture or 
focused on culture itself such as blacks, whites, Hispanics, Asians, etc., 
they have taken on the Jerusalem model of church. 

 This means it is personality centered and relies on the person who has 
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the greatest charisma or ability to hold the church or ministry in place. 
The people are followers with very little activity and influence affecting 
the future destiny of the Church. Most of these models are pastoral driven 
under a central form of government. Board meetings and meetings in gen-
eral are the norm. Conformity and not creativity is a major pressure point. 
Unity as a goal, programs to engage and relationship that are more obliga-
tion than genuine. Most in this model are looking at temporal solutions 
and not permanent ones. 

 The Jerusalem church was very weak in developing leadership and 
leadership teams. We see this in Acts 5 of not being able to meet the 
needs and having to resolve it by putting into place leadership that they 
had not raised up but God has raised up. Mostly the focus is not on raising 
people beyond their problems through a death process, but more so trying 
to restore them out of an unrepentant heart. Over time, they lost the King-
dom lifestyle and even more so, world missions outlook. This is why there 
was a scattering from Jerusalem instead of a sending. God waited long 
enough and stepped in. 

 Perhaps one the biggest things I see overall today is our constant de-
sire and longing for another outpouring like we see in Acts 2. I believe 
this is due to us not reaching towards maturity and longing for another 
experience to solidify our faith. For the most part, denominations fall into 
the Jerusalem model. But so do many charismatic, Full Gospel, and Pente-
costal churches. I see most of the ministries to homeless, jail ministry, and 
especially pastor group meetings falling into this model. It is easy to see 
the lack of response when a God-inspired moment comes and even less 
response when something is required of the people. 

 Building around its own activities, dates and programs, the Jerusalem 
church spent all its resources and manpower to maintain the existing 
church as a caretaker. Today’s pastoral driven churches either fall under 
the Jerusalem or Ephesus model, both are churches we should not be mod-
eling to build after. 

 The Ephesus church was a church in proper focus but not properly 
aligned with apostles and prophets. There may or may not be a willing-
ness to align and relate. We see the Ephesus Church doing much warfare 
and had much demonic activity allowed in its sphere of influence in the 
region. The Temple to Diana was set in strongly along with other occult-
ism. Perhaps the meaning of Diana could best describe the Ephesus 
church. It means ‘fully enlightened but flow restrained’. 

 We see this in the Epistle to the Ephesians that Paul wrote where he 
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addressed their spiritual enlightenment, their activation, demonic battles, 
Kingdom government, stewardship of grace, the power of God for trans-
formation, and a host of other things that were lacking. These were things 
not so much in place but lacking! The Ephesus church is a church who 
will hear the heart and direction of apostles and prophets and be slow to 
implement it or possibly not at all. The apostolic thrust of Paul was avail-
able to shift the culture and impact society, but it hinged on them becom-
ing active in the instruction given to them. 

 The Ephesus church is rebuked in Revelation 2. They are hardworking and 
many times have made it on their own merits. They have preserved and even 
tested the apostles and prophets and when they found a false one, they rejected 
not just that one but all of them from that point forward. But they have lost their 
first love. The excitement of God is hard to find and the zeal has been replaced 
with programs. The Spirit is no longer leading but is found along the way. The 
passion has been lost. The apostolic has come to bring renewed passion if ac-
cepted. 

 Many times the Ephesus type church will hold to a past move of God or a 
past truth that was brought forth to be dominant for a season. They are reluctant 
to embrace new revelation and will pick and choose what to embrace and what 
prophetic words to engage with. They focus more on the dominant gift and gift-
ing that is present and dismiss any others. Under the Ephesus structure, an apostle 
will not be effective in bringing these churches together for instruction to estab-
lish them in greater faith and truth. The apostles’ hands are basically tied and the 
gifting is dismissed. The prophetic gifting will be embraced as long as it affirms 
the vision already in motion. 

 The Ephesus church today is the Spirit filled churches not connected or 
aligned with apostolic and prophetic voices. This again is the House of Prayer 
movement, many missions’ organizations and especially Spirit filled churches 
under pastoral leadership. Many times these types of churches have experienced 
great growth and success and believe they do not need any governmental guid-
ance from apostles and prophets. Yet these foundational gifts have been given to 
expand and advance the works already in place. The Ephesus church again is not 
the model by which we should be building. 

 This leads us to the Antioch model. Antioch is where the Church or ecclesia 
received their identity and were called Christians or Christ like or little Christ. To 
have this name, they were required to be flowing in revelation, performing 
healings and miracles, casting out demons and to be connected in Holy 
Community with a culture of love and honor. If a person slipped from one of 
these things, then he was no longer looked at as being a Christian but being a 
disciple again. 

 Antioch had a defined ordered structure and a way of advancement that all 
could participate in. Plurality of leadership and a defined mandate were present. 
World mission and Kingdom advance require everyone to work together for the 
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common cause of Christ. When it was time to send out people, they did not send 
who they could get by without having around but they sent the best they had to 
offer. This was reflected in the lifestyle lived and the functional expression of it. 

 They were a group that prayed, fasting and ministering to the Lord. They 
worked as a team that heard the Holy Spirit and then acted on it. The structure 
allowed for team expression, growth and development. There was no fear of 
others, no restrictions or limitations placed upon people. This enabled each 
ministry gift to develop more fully and move in their calling at a greater capacity 
than any other model of Christianity. 

 They had not only a culture of honor for each other, but also respect and 
honor for leadership and their authority. They were breakthrough believers who 
broke free of cultural restraint and fear of men. The believers became the force to 
implement the vision and assignments laid out by the apostolic leadership. They 
had a “let’s make this happen” attitude. 

 As Antioch grew, it birthed other apostolic expressions. Each was 
autonomous and was allowed to have an individual expression but all related to 
Paul as an apostolic father they were in covenant relationship with. Paul helped 
bring a holistic spiritual perspective and brought in the ministry gifts based on 
need. The relationships were not in name only but functional and accountable. 
Antioch churches became regional bases of resources and have a region and even 
a state focus, not protecting its local expression but reaching out to others to bring 
the Kingdom. Antioch churches carry the burden for an entire region and will 
release people to impact where they are planted. 

 The commitment level is deeper than an Ephesus or Jerusalem model and 
since it is apostolic driven, the Antioch model requires a response to the truth 
spoken, the assignment given and the vision presented. Antioch churches know 
the destiny of each other is interconnected and will only be released through a 
corporate means. 

 Antioch churches are functionally connected and aligned with prophetic and 
apostolic oversight. They are regionally focused and many times much of the real 
work is not done within the walls of the local gathering but outwardly. They will 
travel anywhere there is a desire for the Kingdom. This final model is the pattern 
we are to build with to advance the Kingdom. Though small in number now, 
perhaps this teaching will enable us to drop the Jerusalem and Ephesus patterns 
and portions we have allowed to attach to us and fully come into the Kingdom 
expression we know is deep in our hearts! 

(Greg Crawford is ordained through the Federation of Ministers and Churches International. He has 
a revelatory speaking gift and unique ministry of laying on of hands. He is connected with many 
national leaders and gives counsel and insight to help current ministry leaders. He pioneered the 
ministry now called The Base. He has a desire for spiritual fathering and has traveled to many na-
tions conducting leadership conferences. Greg is also the author of numerous books including King-
dom Discipleship, Kingdom Eschatology and Kingdom Centers. Mailing address: The Base  1707 
NW 104th St.  Clive, Iowa 50325; Email: info@thebaseiowa; Website: www.thebaseiowa.org) 
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 It is the principle that the designs and purpose of God are accom-
plished.  Gen. 2:16-17 “And the Lord God took the man and put him into 
the garden of  Eden to dress it.  But the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die.” (Deut. 4:40) “Keep the statues and commandments 
which I command thee this day, that it might go well with thee—your 
children also—to prolong your days.” (Deut. 30:19) “Heaven and earth 
are recording My words to you today.  I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing!  Therefore CHOOSE life.”  Obedience is a 
choice.  It’s as if God pleads with us to make willfully the right choice.   

  No growth can take place until we first do that which we’ve learned.  
Are you weak in math?  First learn your math tables, they are the founda-
tion for all math.  We see compliance in small matters, which have eternal 
significance and lead to blessings.  (Deut. 4:36a KJV)  “Out of heaven He 
made you to hear His voice that He might instruct you” to prove your-
selves to be doers of the Word and not hearers only!  Hearing must pre-
cede the doing. For instance, Saul’s onslaught (or lack thereof) on 
Amalek. There was up to a certain point, a perfect agreement between 
duty and inclination, God’s service or self interest.  There are times when 
truth and right goes further than we are inclined to go. When Saul left off 
his “inclining and leaning on God’s instructions,” it cost him big time.   

  Obedience means no subtraction, no addition.  If you don’t do it, 
you’re a law unto yourself, you’re your own truth giver.  It is a false obe-
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dience when disobedience to God, in any form and under any circum-
stances, is regarded as a trifling thing. Saul’s slight disobedience involved 
great principles and carried eternal consequences.  Here was a man entrusted 
with the highest authority of the land and God did not micro-manage him.  King 
Saul had the same chance as Peter, when Christ told him to do something it was 
nevertheless “at thy Word” (Lk.5:5)  But because Saul misused or misjudged, to 
his personal inclinations, he was stripped of his authority and didn’t end up well.  
Every wish of the Father’s heart will be a visible feature in our life — sometimes 
painful to the flesh but pleasant to the soul.  There are no good rewards for bad 
behavior.  The tongue is the servant of the heart “never the less”  We cannot 
operate on what our inclinations are, not what we desire (or not how we feel) but 
“at thy Word” I will (Lk.5:5).   

OBEDIENCE BRINGS REWARD  

 Peter’s interaction with Jesus by the Sea of Galilee illustrates these important 
principles. Peter and his co-owners were self-made men.  Very adept at catching 
fish. That was their livelihood and they were as good at it as any around Galilee.  
It is never a happenstance when Jesus appears to walk by in anyone's life or 
come close through His Word.  As a matter of fact, be aware if He is stirring 
your spirit and speaking to you.  It is the greatest opportunity afforded you, the 
greatest privilege to flourish in life.  He uses some small insignificant request or 
command and it’s at the moment of OBEDIENCE when everything changes.  
These men never imagined this one obedient encounter by Peter would lead 
them all to apostleship or to the twelve who would sit with Him on thrones in 
heaven. (Matt.19:27-28 ESV)  “Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left eve-
rything and followed you. What then will we have?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly, I 
say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, 
you who have followed me [obeyed me] will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.” They could not have known the eternity of one 
small obedience. 

  I submit to you that Jesus knows more of who you will become and your 
potential than your parents or teachers, etc. but He will always preface your 
opportunity with a level of obedience, no matter how small!    It starts small or 
maybe not in some cases.  Most times we can’t see the reason or purpose or its 
results. It’s just do it and trust. What would you have missed in life if you hadn’t? 
You would have missed EVERYTHING! Today by Holy Spirit direction, He is 
softly saying, my children started well but it takes continuous obedience to fur-
ther their destinies.  It starts simple and it tests the spirit of man to recognize 
something beyond this life. 

  Focus on Peter’s interaction with Jesus by the Sea of Galilee (from Luke 5:1-
11). It illustrates these important principles. Compliance (obedience) in small 
matters has eternal significance and leads to blessings from God.  Just simply 
agreeing to loaning his boat to Jesus, resulted in Peter being called to follow 
Him, called to be a fisher of men.  (vs. 1-3)  Maybe it’s opposed to your schedule.  
God always messes with our schedules, our time.  Notice:  Because he success-
fully obeyed in loaning his boat, Jesus immediately presented another compliance 
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for success…”launch out into the deep and let down your nets.” 

  Jesus’ requests for Peter to follow him was His third request in the same day 
and Peter obeyed all three times.  Following Jesus (Obedience) is always benefi-
cial to others.  For one thing, Peter’s action made it possible for more people to 
hear Jesus’ Word of truth and life.  Later on, when Peter assessed his instructions, 
he gave his opinion, “we’ve fished all night” but his obedient action made it pos-
sible.  Jesus was helping him build his trust in Him, “at thy Word!” When Peter 
lowered nets back into the water at Jesus’ request, his obedience translated into a 
huge catch for his co-workers, both a reward AND a sign!  In a similar way, 
when we live out biblical principle of obedience our families will be enriched 
and those within our circles of influence will be encouraged to follow our exam-
ple. (Romans 5:19)  “For by one man’s disobedience, many were made sinners, 
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” I’m imagining this 
scenario with Noah when he had an opportunity to comply. God: Hey you, Noah, 
I’ve got a job for you.  It will take about 100 years to complete.  Noah: What 
about overtime?  Will I get Universal Health Care?  What about my 401K?  God: 
How about you and your family get to live?  As we share how God responds to 
our obedience with His goodness, others will be motivated to seek after His Son, 
Jesus.   

 God may tell us to respond or act in ways that make little sense.  Abraham 
go. Where? Just go! Sampson, no haircuts for you forever!  Adam, everything in 
this garden is yours but don’t eat of that one particular tree!  Elijah, I’ve com-
manded a widow woman there to feed you!  Joshua, march six times around the 
walls and tell all, no one can speak one word but on the seventh time shout! 
(Somehow, that just doesn’t make sense.)  Kill a lamb put the blood on your 
house or else! Don’t use strange fire! The recipe I gave you for anointing oil for 
holy things is not to be used for yourselves.  Isaiah, walk naked for three years 
(His backside was uncovered.)  Abraham, sacrifice your son. Yes Sir.  Peter, 
catch a fish. The first one will have money in it.  You must eat my flesh and drink 
my blood. Obedience to these commands got their names in the Book of Life and 
into the book we esteem as sacred! 

  God has a plan for our eternal good and for His glory and it is not foolish to 
obey Him.  Like Peter, we have no idea what God will do in and through us if we 
commit to living a life of obedience.  What might we have forfeited over our 
lifetime by not responding to His voice?  You can trust this.  How many others 
have missed out by disobedience?  

  Some drift in dry places for a year or two and wonder what happened.  It cost 
a whole generation of 600,000 fighting men of Israel to not enter into the prom-
ised land.  We can bypass the what-might-have-beens and the could-a, would-a, 
should-a's.  (I Peter 2:7-8 ESV) “So the honor is for you who believe, but for 
those who do not believe, The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.  They stumble be-
cause they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.”   
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 If they had not obeyed we would never have heard of, nor reaped the benefit 
of, men and women such as Abraham, Noah, Mary, the twelve disciples, 
Jeremiah, or the three Hebrews.  I think you get the picture.  There is a glorious 
end to those who obey Him at His Word. How could the principles of obedience 
be so powerful, so much to take us to our destiny?  Obedience is the first law of 
heaven.  It is the principle that the designs and purposes of God are accom-
plished.  Even hesitation can cause an elongated arrival to your purpose or a 
swing and a miss!  Connect by obeying, period. 

(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the 
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Minis-
tries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I 
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. 
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 

  Most of us can remember the day we received Jesus into our hearts as 
Savior and Lord. For me it was forty-eight years ago on the office floor 
with a Baptist Student Union Director named Ron Wells. I recall walking 
out of one of my college classes, exiting the building, crossing the front 
lawn of the college, navigating traffic across a busy street, and finally en-
tering his office with the intention of receiving Christ. I had made a qual-
ity decision to get saved and in my mind, Ron was the connect point to 
make that happen.  We lay on his office floor as Ron led me in the sin-
ner’s prayer.   

 The following Sunday, I stood before the congregation of the Baptist church, 
of which I was a member, to declare my salvation and request water baptism.  It 
was very important to me that I fulfill all the expectations that I perceived were 
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required to be welcomed into God’s heart as a Christian. I wanted to do it right!  
After I was baptized, I felt that I had achieved a great personal victory.  It was a 
very intentional moment. 

 In the decade that followed, I began to experience spiritual encounters with 
the Lord that were life-changing.  I received the baptism in the Holy Spirit and 
began speaking and praying in tongues.  I received healing from cancer.  I experi-
enced deliverance from addictions. Some of these were through sovereign acts of 
God; some others were through active pursuit.  In all the cases, there was the 
common theme of intentionality.  I was intentional about connecting with God, 
and He was intentional about connecting with me.  Intentionality yielded the fruit 
of victory in each case. 

 In the Book of Acts, a common thread of the actions of the apostles and the 
early church was intentionality.  The Church was very intentional about spreading 
the good news of the gospel of the kingdom, and Holy Spirit was very intentional 
about manifesting the supernatural power and glory of Christ to manifest victory 
in each assignment.  Victory was achieved through intentionality of God and the 
intentional faith and trust in Jesus in the lives of the church. 

 The hallmark theme of these activities of the apostles and the early church 
was opportunity and opposition.  As the apostles preached and demonstrated the 
gospel, the established systems of religion and civil government opposed the 
truth.  Truth did not fit their system agendas of power and control.  Yet despite 
the persecution, the apostles and the early church triumphed, and many died the 
martyr’s death to extend the truth and borders of the Father’s kingdom through 
Christ.  They were intentional and victorious even unto death.   

 Intentionality and victory continue today through sons and daughters who are 
uncompromising in their pursuit of Jesus and the kingdom of God in the face of 
opposition.  That said, it does not come easy.  The price of victory IS intentional-
ity.  It is becoming intentionally hungry for a deeper relationship with Jesus, no 
matter the cost.  It is becoming intentionally pliable to godly mindset changes 
despite internal resistance.  It is being in the intentional pursuit of God’s heart so 
much so that the fruit of the Spirit become us.  It is being purposeful in our iden-
tity and assured in who we truly are in Christ.  It is perseverance in all life situa-
tions as we see breakthrough on the horizon.  It is fixing our gaze upon Jesus and 
His majestic glory with intentionality while battling our worst fears.   

 Jeremiah addressed the intentionality of God towards us in Jeremiah 29:11-
13.  He spoke of thoughts that Father God had for Israel.  These thoughts were 
intentional thoughts of peace and a hopeful future.  Father had no thoughts of 
calamity or destruction.  He only had plans for victory.  He was revealing one of 
His secrets to His beloved ones, which is this - He was very intentional about His 
abiding relationship with those whom He loved!   

 We can learn much from our biblical, historic roots.  The more we become 
international in our love for Him, the greater His intentionality will be for victory 
with us!  We are instructed to love Him with all our heart, soul and mind 
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(Matthew 22:37) as the greatest commandment.  It is an intentional directive 
from the Father through the Son to all us sons and daughters of the earth.   

 Love is the key to intentionality.  In love, we can trust Jesus for all the 
possibilities that are available in the impossible situations of life.  In love, we can 
strengthen our identity assurance and pursue the breakthroughs that are reserved 
for mature sons and daughters to achieve.  In love, we can partake in every 
promise for us that is birthed in the Father’s heart.  In love, we can behold the 
majesty and glory of the living Christ who assures our life and death victories.  In 
love, we both become intentional. 

 The shakings of heaven and earth are upon us, and in the vibrations of its 
intensity we will remain steadfast and unmovable.  We will continually abound in 
our pursuit of the One who has captured our hearts.  We will press in to know 
Him more intimately and to walk with Him more victoriously than ever.  We will 
be purposed in our hearts not to be satisfied with crumbs from the table, but 
rather the full of the meal of the Bread of Life Himself.  This victory is the fruit 
of intentionality.  Ours and His! 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX. Larry’s latest book is titled 
The Orphan Heart and has impacted many lives. A number of churches have used the book as a 
study guide for weekly classes. He is also the author of Kingdom Life—Finding Life Beyond Church. 
In that book you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church 
experience often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in the king-
dom of God. Contact info:  www.kingdomlife.org) 

       It’s been something else the last month or so! There have been many 
calls, reports and instances from individuals that could keep one in the 
prayer closet 24/7 (let alone considering what’s going on nationally).  It’s 
one of those moments that, while feeling bombarded, you realize there are 
many feeling the same way so there must be something bigger afoot.  If 
you are nodding your head in agreement right now I would just like to 
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encourage you. In the middle of a rather intense evening recently my 
Mom said, “This is a threshold war.”  That was the hammer that struck the 
gong right there! I then saw me and my family pushing through a clear 
membrane into a new place. Then around 3:00AM the next morning, I 
woke up and kept hearing, “You are there.” The only thing left was writ-
ing on the wall! We are at a new threshold!  

      I sense that this threshold is the gateway to some things that we have 
held on to for a long time.  These are things that we have considered giv-
ing up or walking away from but couldn’t quite let go.  This is a gateway 
to some promises and manifested dreams, a place of seeing what we know 
is the character of God right before our eyes.   

      Look at the definition of “threshold”: the starting point of an experi-
ence, event, or venture, a level or point at which something would take 
effect. (Dictionary dot com) This speaks to me of something coming all 
along that we had to be prepared to participate in.  It’s not magic, it’s 
time. 

I love this definition: A point at which something would take effect. There 
are things that take time to build and hone.  Some things that have seemed 
like massive delay are things that have been growing in strength, knowl-
edge and size this whole time.  As much as it feels like we have been 
holding on for dear life just to make it, the truth is our Lord’s intention 
beyond our understanding has been building steam.  It’s been building to 
the point of taking effect. We are there.  We are at the threshold and step-
ping over.  So, even though things may not look different, you are.  What 
that means is you will now be able to handle things in an EFFECTIVE 
way.  If you decided to keep holding on, then you need to prepare for this 
threshold geyser to erupt! And to take it another step deeper, these kind of 
eruptions can’t help but cause awakening.  When the atmosphere begins 
to quake, blinders fall off and eyes open. 

“Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the things of old. 

Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you not 
know it? 

I will even make a road in the wilderness And rivers in the desert.”  (Is. 
43:18-19) 

A button for credit card 
donations is availabe at:  
seecministries.org
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      “Are you OK?”, the voice asked. The sweet voice penetrated the hid-
den place in my heart. We think all of our issues are so safe in our heart, 
that place where no one knows and we are not about to tell. If the hidden 
man of the heart is not dealt with it will erupt like an aneurism, many 
times leaving damage and death. Issues bring death to our spirit. Aneu-
risms are blown-out blood vessels filled with blood and just waiting to 
blow. Proverbs 4:23 says, keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it 
are the issues of life. The Message says, learn it by heart, discover these 
words and really live: they are bursting with life. Levav is the Hebrew 
word for “heart” and includes our thoughts, our will, discernment and af-
fections. The Passion says, so above all, guard the affections of your 
heart, for they affect all that you are. Pay attention to the welfare of your 
innermost being for from there flows the wellspring of life. We can be 
filled with a fountain filled with blood from Emmanuel’s veins or an 
aneurism filled with our own blood. So when confronted by one of our 
intercessors, I knew the Holy Spirit had told on me and the issue forming 
in me had to go.  

          With issues, there is always a bleed-through. What we think is hidden 
someone knows. It breaks through and shows up on our countenance like Nehe-
miah. The king said to him, “Why is your countenance sad when you are not 
sick?” He tried to put on a happy face for the king, but he was bleeding. His be-
loved city was in ruins and ashes still. The people had been out of captivity for 
many years, but no one had the heart to re-build. The rubble and charred stones 
are still in some of God’s people. It is carried from generation to generation. We 
can carry the resurrection power and presence of God or we can continue in the 
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issue and let it carry over into another generation. It seems to increase in every 
generation if it is not dealt with.  

        Abraham had an issue and, in his fear, gave his wife Sarah to a foreign king. 
Isaac repeated the same thing with Rebecca. Jacob certainly didn’t miss out, but 
the issue increased in his generation. Jacob became sick with all the monkeys on 
his back: Esau, Laban, Leah, and Rachel. Yes, even his beloved Rachel was bar-
ren and blamed him. Barrenness was an issue in both the Old and New Testament 
and it speaks to us of places of intimacy that need to be healed. In Genesis 32:24, 
Jacob was left alone. He was left to himself with all his thoughts.  He wrestled a 
man there until the breaking of day. It was time for a new dawn in his life. The 
morning was ascending. God touched Jacob’s thigh, right to the bone where the 
blood is made. God goes to the root of the problem. When asked, “Who are you?” 
Jacob answered rightly, “I am Jacob”. I am heel catcher, deceiver, supplanter.” 
He needed to change and it was time for the truth. If he had not confronted him-
self, he would not have experienced a change of his old nature. His name was 
changed to Israel, for he had prevailed and now had power with God and with 
man.  

          The more we release to God, the more power we have to overcome. He 
called the place Peniel, meaning face of God.  Abraham had an encounter with 
God’s face. Isaac saw the Lamb caught in the bush. Jacob saw the face of God. 
We are changed from glory to glory as we behold his face, 1 Corinthians 13:10-
12. The transforming love of God will bring us all face to face. Jacob did not 
walk in the change until Rachel died, Genesis 35: 19-26.  In Genesis 49, Jacob in 
his dying day sees the issues in his twelve sons’ lives. He sees the changes that 
need to come. After all, his sons will be the heads of nations. Their issues run 
deep. He knows the reality of what needs to change in each of them.  Later, in 
Deuteronomy 33, we see Moses declaring the blessing over these sons in a differ-
ent way. Passover was already initiated. Redemption had come, the blood had 
been applied. The blood ran deeper than the issue. Moses prophesied again over 
them.  

          Issues always involve blood. Ezekiel saw a wretched little baby drowning 
in its own blood, Ezekiel 16. The struggle and wrestling come when we are trying 
to solve something in our own blood. Jesus’ blood washes away the thing that is 
killing us and we can leave that death mode that we have been in and tap back 
into the tree of life. Life is in the blood. We need a fresh flow of the blood of the 
Lamb flowing through our heart for out of it flows the issues of life.  All through 
the Bible, there is a running issue. The blood of Jesus is more than enough. No 
new blood is required. Remember the woman with the issue of blood? This ran in 
her for twelve years, Matthew 9:18-25.  She was drowning in her own blood and 
knew Jesus had the answer. This was not a nosebleed, but a bleed from a place of 
intimacy that had reached the flood stage of hemorrhage. It involved her repro-
ductive organs. The life flow in her was shut down, bringing slow death to her 
body. Coming up behind Jesus, she declared, “If I can touch the hem of his gar-
ment, I shall be whole.” Touching the hem of his garment from behind with her 
faith rising, she was ready to be healed. Jesus was on his way to Jairus’ house to 
raise his daughter from the dead. Jairus had asked that he come and lay his hand 
on her. He was on his way to raise her up and on the way this woman touches his 
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garment and is healed.  Luke 8:41 says the maid was twelve years old. She was 
twelve and the woman had the issue for twelve years. They laughed Jesus to 
scorn when he came to raise the young girl up. He declared, “She is not dead but 
sleeping, I came to wake her up.” He took her hand and she rose up. Could it be 
that one generation must drown their issues in the blood of Jesus before another 
generation can be raised up? Can we just leave the filthy rags that have been 
needed for the hemorrhage and accept the power that is in the blood of Jesus to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness? For we overcome by the word of our testi-
mony and the blood of the Lamb, Revelation 12:11. 

          Matthew 9:26 says, “And the fame of Jesus went into all the land.” We 
want his fame to be known in all the land. 

(Betty Wills and her husband, Grady, pastor Abundant Life Church in Carthage,TX. She is 
a teacher and a regional leader of intercession. 903-693-4397.) 

 We hear so much said these days about awakening.  There are multi-
ple prophetic words coming across the internet and social media on a 
weekly basis about a coming awakening, revival, “greatest harvest of 
souls ever”, etc. The truth is, I’ve been hearing these words thrown around 
since the 1980’s. In all of these expectations there is a common theme: 
something is coming. Yet, the “something” keeps getting delayed. Then, 
to deal with our disappointment and deferred hope, we have books, semi-
nars, and conferences on spiritual warfare and how to make the heavens 
open up so the next great awakening can happen.  

 I recently woke up one morning hearing these words from Holy Spirit: “I 
want you to be awake.” I knew in my spirit that he wasn’t talking about physi-
cally waking up from sleep, but something else. Ephesians 5:14 immediately 
popped into my mind: “Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ 
will give you light.” The Mirror translation puts it this way, “This is the message 
of light: Christ awakens you from your intoxicated slumber and resurrects you 
out of the death trap of enslaved thought patterns.”  
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 When I heard those words that morning, I realized I had been experiencing 
my own personal awakening for four or five years. I had seen some thought pat-
terns that had enslaved me for most of my life lose their grip on my mind and fall 
off like chains. Some of them were established through wrong reactions to hurtful 
events and others were due to religion.  

 One of the most damning thoughts was a belief that God would withdraw his 
presence from me when I sinned. There is not enough room in this article to quote 
all the scripture that refutes this lie from the enemy, yet I believed it for most of 
my life. I suspect that there are many followers of Christ who struggle with this 
also, as I did. There is freedom! 

 I was recently reminded of the story of a young man who experienced his 
own awakening. In Luke 15, the parable of the prodigal son told by Jesus gives us 
the story of the younger of two sons who asked his father that his inheritance be 
divided up. The father grants his wish and the son takes off to a far country. 
While there, he wastes his entire inheritance on reckless living. After going 
broke, a famine hits the land and he’s forced to go to work for a farmer feeding 
his pigs. Nearly starving to death, he finds himself living on pig slop. Then verse 
17 (NKJV) says, “But when he came to himself…”. He began to experience an 
awakening! He began to remember what life was like back home with his father. 
He began to remember that he was a son! 

He begins to make his way back home, rehearsing along the way the words he’ll 
use to try and convince his father to, at least, let him be a servant if nothing else. 
The father sees him and runs to him as he makes his way down the road. He em-
braces and kisses the son. The son begins to apologize and says, “I am unworthy 
to be called your son.” But the father would have none of that. He has the ser-
vants bring him the best robe to wear, a ring, and sandals for his feet. Then he 
puts on a feast and throws a huge party. There are so many stories within the 
story of the parable, but I want to zero in on just one thing: Identity.  

 Though the son seemed to be lost, he never lost his identity as son. The story 
doesn’t tell us how long he was away from home. Perhaps it was a few months or 
even a few years. I’m sure the son wrestled with thoughts like, “Since I’ve wasted 
all my Father’s hard-earned money, there is no way I could ever be considered a 
son again.”  

 We can never lose our identity as sons and daughters. We can be blinded to it 
through choices we make and through bad religion. Religion has taught us that 
we must do something to be worthy of sonship. The son who was wallowing in 
the pig pen still bore the image of his father! I can’t imagine what the son thought 
the father’s reaction might be. Maybe he would say, “You took the money and 
ran. You got all you deserved, now get out of here! I never want to see your face 
again!” or, “I’ll accept you as my son again, but first you’re going to have to 
prove your worthiness by working as a servant for a while until you prove you’re 
valuable to me again!” Despite all his fears of what his father’s response might 
have been in his darkened mind, that was not the case at all. How easy it can be to 
forget who we are when we decide to venture out on our own and do it our way. 

 If you read the entire chapter of Luke 15, there are three separate, yet similar 
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parables. There is a lost sheep and a lost coin that were found. When they were 
found, there was great rejoicing. Our Father loves to throw a party! 

 We have let the older brother of the prodigal represent the church for far too 
long. It’s time to get ready for a party! 

 True awakening will come to the church of Jesus Christ when she realizes 
her true identity in Him. Then and only then can a true great awakening come to 
our nation and our world. How then does this translate to a greater global awak-
ening? When each of us individually recognize our value to him, then we’ll rec-
ognize the value in those who have lived with the pigs so long that they look 
nothing like a son or daughter anymore. I encourage you to remember where and 
who you came from.  

 “Everyone who realizes their association in him, convinced that he is their 
original life and that his name defines them, God gives the assurance that they are 
indeed his offspring, begotten in him; he sanctions the legitimacy of their son-
ship.” – John 1:12 

 “He associated us in Christ before the fall of the world! Jesus is God’s mind 
made up about us! He always knew in his love that he would present us face-to-
face before him in blameless innocence. He is the architect of our design; his 
heart dream realized our coming of age in Christ. His grace plan is to be cele-
brated: he greatly endeared us and highly favored us in Christ. His love for his 
son is his love for us.” – Ephesians 1:4-6 (The Mirror Bible). I encourage you to 
meditate on these words from scripture and then remember who you are. 

(Kevin Sherman and his wife Becky live in Conroe,TX. Kevin is the father of four sons. He 
serves at Grace International Church as a teacher and EYC staff member. He is also cur-
rently a teacher and mentor at Fresh Start in Conroe. Kevin writes a weekly blog. To sub-
scribe go to: asyouthink.org) 

THERE WILL BE SHORTER MILEAGE TO VICTORIES. 

Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such 
things? Shall a land be born in one day? Or shall a nation be brought 
forth in a moment? For as soon as Zion was in labor, she brought forth 
her children. And your ears will hear a word behind 
you, saying, This is the way; walk in it, when you turn to the right hand 
and when you turn to the left.—  
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 As I considered all the woes in the world and everything that seems to 
be out of kilter in our nation and considered all the discouraging emails 
and endless Face Book posts, I began to pray earnestly for an answer. 
There readily rose up in my spirit this message: Jesus is the same Rock He 
has always been. 

 A “formidable image” rose up in a vision one night as King Nebu-
chadnezar fruitlessly sought sleep. He could not interpret it and was so 
troubled that he threatened the very lives of his counselors if they could 
not give him some relief by interpreting the vision. The secret was re-
vealed to Daniel in a night vision and he told the king, “There is a God in 
heaven who reveals mysteries” (Dan 2:28).  

 This “formidable” image inspired fear, apprehension, dread and it was 
of discouraging strength and size and forceful and powerful. No wonder 
Nebuchanezar was so disturbed. A collective of nations forming the image 
in the shape of a man had each sought their own destiny without any con-
sideration for the purposes of Jehovah. The Israel of God, the people of 
God were but pawns in their schemes.  They had ridden over the tops of 
other nations; had enslaved and imprisoned untold thousands in their pur-
suit of power and conquering of nations. Each of the nations making up 
the image had designs on ruling the world. 

 There are nations in the world today that desire world-domination. 
There are ruthless rulers who will stop at nothing to subjugate and enslave 
nations. Some world-powers have attempted to portray themselves as be-
ing formidable that they might more easily conquer.  
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 While Daniel did describe the formidable image to the king, he did 
not dwell there but went on to describe the Stone that was not cut out by 
hands (Dan 2:45). The Stone hit the formidable image in the feet and the 
result was that the formidable image completely crumbled into powder 
and was blown away by the wind. Since Jesus is the Rock, or in this con-
text referred to as the Stone, Jesus is the one who took out the formidable 
opposition and He is the same Rock He has always been. 

 By the time we get to the New Testament, Peter is referring to Jesus 
as the “Living Stone.” To whom coming, [as unto] a living stone, disal-
lowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, [and] precious… (1Pe 2:4). It is 
most interesting to note that the only ones “disallowing” the Stone is 
“men.” In Psalm 2 when “kings of the earth set themselves against the 
Lord” and “rulers took counsel together” against the Lord, God sat far 
above them in the heavens untouchable and laughed at those men who had 
no power to touch the all-powerful God of the heavens. 

 When the people groups of earth got together and decided to build a tower 
unto heaven to gain access to the place of God’s rule, they suddenly found them-
selves in the middle of a pointless quandary. All God had to do to totally stop 
their progress was confuse their language. At that point, all their agreement and 
unity ceased to exist and they dispersed without laying a single brick more. The 
Tower of Babel became an empty memorial to man’s vain attempts to counsel 
together against the purposes of God. 

 It simply does not matter how many or who has “disallowed” the Living 
Stone. What does matter is that He “is chosen of God” (1Pe 2:4). God has chosen 
the Rock, Jesus. The Bible proclaims that if a man build his house on sand rather 
than the Rock, that his house will be destroyed by the winds and waves that as-
sault it. The only safe place to be is on the Rock (Mt 7:24). If our hopes are in 
any person or entity, we stand upon the sand that cannot support a house. The 
Stone does not move; the Stone is the One that moves the image of opposition. 

 What percentage of the minutes and hours of conversation over the last week 
did you spend discussing and describing the things that seem to be threatening the 
nation and the church? After calculating that, then calculate what percentage of 
time was spent discussing Jesus the Rock. I am certainly not advocating we stick 
our head in the sand. Being informed is wisdom but negative headlines are not 
supposed to be the major focus and attention-getter for the child of God. David 
mentioned his enemies in the Psalms but they were not his major focus. He said 
things like, “From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, the Lord’s 
name is to be praised” (Ps 113:3) That would take up a great deal of time. 

 Emails and Facebook posts definitively describe “this” that is expected to 
happen and “that” which is said to be inevitable. But before any of those persons 
or entities existed, Jehovah God said, “I lay in Zion a Chief Cornerstone” (1Pe 
2:6). Jesus is the Rock and He is greater than anything that opposes you, your 
family, your church, your community or this nation. Keep standing on the Rock. 
(This is a reprint from Volume 16 Issue 5) 
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