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 God will confirm and direct His gifts and callings in our lives.  He 
does not gift us or call us, then say, “Go for it.  You’re on your own!”  Yet 
I’ve seen many Christians live stressful lives attempting to walk out their 
interpretation of an impacting dream, or straining to accomplish a man-
date they perceived after a spiritual experience or after being inspired by 
the anointing on someone else.  While it is not wise to ignore God-given 
dreams or experiences or counsel, it is also wise to have such confirmed.  

 There is an indirect teaching in the foundational beliefs of many 
Christians that whatever God asks us to do will always be very difficult.  
Therefore, the measure of obedience can become how much we don’t 
want to do a task.  If it is what I hate to do or what I would never want to 
do or if it is a  mandate that is obviously impossible, then that must be 
what God wants me to do, right?  So, people set themselves to callings 
and tasks they were never meant to accomplish and then end up confused 
and hurt, feeling no one supported them in their efforts.  Or, they are 
plagued by unbelief, doubting they recognize their Father’s voice thereaf-
ter.   Or, they sink into suffocating disappointment and fear of failure.  

 Wouldn’t it be more in character with our wise and loving God to 
have planned a path for us that fulfills who we are rather than contra-
dicts who we are?  To think otherwise is to assume our Heavenly Father 
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has not been actively aware of us in every moment of our lifetime. To 
think otherwise is to assume our gifts and callings were an after-thought, 
after God got to know our personality and talents and quirks.  No, we 
serve the God who knows the end before there is a beginning!   

  "For with God nothing will be impossible," means just that . . . 
WITH Him, the impossible is accomplished.  That means no strain on my 
part will bring about the impossible and neither will my determined ef-
forts cause God to do the impossible!   Pushing or tugging at God will not 
work, but walking WITH Him will position us to see the impossible be-
come possible whenever necessary.  Walking with Him will keep us from 
stumbling blindly from one assumption to another or from one disappoint-
ment to another.  Walking with Him involves His confirming presence 
and recognizing His orchestration of people, circumstances and time to 
confirm our path. His love for us is so unfailing and detailed that He not 
only protects our destiny, He even salvages it at every point possible 
throughout our existence.    

 Let’s look at the confirming presence of God in the details of Mary’s 
life.  Her family, even when they had no knowledge of the behind-the-
scenes workings of prophecy and purpose in their lives, dwelled in Naz-
areth.  I’m certain that Mary’s parents had no idea their grandchild would 
be the Messiah!  Perhaps one, if not several generations had made the 
choice to live or continue to live in Nazareth (which means the guarded 
one), but it is certain that God was working with all details to position 
Mary for destiny.  She was called to conceive and bear the ultimate gift of 
God to man.  Luke 1:30-34,Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.  He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”  And 
Mary said to the angel, "How shall this be . . . (RSV)  Even in the midst 
of this angelic visitation and undeniably Divine encounter, still Mary 
asked for more information, more understanding to confirm the next 
steps in her life.  

 It is interesting that Zachariah, in the eighteenth verse of this same 
chapter, asked “How?” also, but the question got him in big trouble!  Luke 
1:18-20 And Zechariah said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I 
am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years." And the angel an-
swered him, "I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of God; and I was 
sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news. And behold, you 
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will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things come to 
pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their 
time." (RSV) 

 There were obviously some major differences in the two question-
ers.   Mary was a young girl with little experience in spiritual matters, but 
Zachariah was a seasoned spiritual leader.  There is no indication Mary 
had prayed for a child, and there is definitely no evidence she had prayed 
to birth Immanuel.  However, Gabriel had come with an answer to Zacha-
riah’s specific prayers for a son!  Mary was a virgin with no known means 
of approaching her mandate.  However, Gabriel did not bring a mandate 
that Zachariah did not know HOW to complete.  So, technically, Zacha-
riah was asking, “How can I be sure it will be worth the effort for me, an 
old man, to pursue this venture?”  That really was not an innocent request 
for confirmation, rather a rebuttal gathered through undeniable years of 
“tried and couldn’t” disappointments. 

 “These things will come to pass . . . in their time," was Gabriel’s 
answer to Zachariah.  The old priest had not known how to factor in 
God’s timing into his destiny and purpose.  God not only has a plan, He 
has a specific time-frame to manifest it.  Many of life’s frustrations come 
because we have no understanding of God’s TIMING for our gifts and 
callings.  God’s TIMING rarely flows within the confines of our logic or 
agenda.  Learning to recognize His TIMING can be the key to fulfilling 
our calling.  If we are out of sync with God’s timing, we need not expect 
confirmations.  There is not anyone or anything positioned to confirm us 
along life’s path if we miss God-ordained appointments.  However, God’s 
TIMING does not have to remain a mystery.  He wants us to understand 
Him and His ways.  The place to start is “asking,” but we would be wise 
to ask with the right heart attitude.  Mary questioned God’s TIMING for 
her pregnancy.  It was an innocent and justifiable question since she was 
not even married yet.  However, Zachariah was actually arguing with 
God’s TIMING in his question!  I too have been guilty of hesitating to 
cooperate with God because of His TIMING.  After many years of disap-
pointments or hopes and dreams falling flat in a particular area of life, it is 
easy to grow cynical and obstinate.  It is easy, even justifiable in some 
ways, but it is not wise!  God’s TIMING always has more far-reaching 
consequences than our own understanding or even our own destiny.  
Mary’s motherhood was timed for the history of mankind, both past and 
future.  Zachariah’s fatherhood was NOT just about personal fulfillment 
in parenting.  His too was a mandate for the ages.  He was not just having 
a son, he was positioning a forerunner for the Messiah.   

 God graciously confirmed His plans and His timing to both 
Zachariah and Mary.  An angel showing up in the temple could have 
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been a powerful and private confirmation to Zachariah that the messenger 
brought a telegram from God Almighty, but Zachariah had years of crusty 
unbelief to hinder his reception.  So, being mute until he held the promise 
was his additional confirmation and was both public and humbling!  
When Mary asked for confirmation, several things happened.  She was 
told she would undergo a physical experience of the Holy Spirit overshad-
owing her to conceive.  She was given a word of knowledge that her 
older, barren cousin, Elizabeth, was six months pregnant!  Then Gabriel 
reassured her with the proclamation: “For with God nothing will be im-
possible."  After that, Mary arrived at Elizabeth’s door and she became a 
second witness: “When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe 
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. Then 
she spoke out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! "But why is this granted to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me?  "Blessed is she who believed, 
for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the 
Lord."  Mary’s call was confirmed even more when her bethrothed, Jo-
seph, was convinced in a dream that his wife-to-be would indeed experi-
ence a “virgin birth” and bring forth Jesus, the Savior of the world.  

 In this Christmas season, He is still Immanuel, God with us!  Just 
as He was with Mary, Joseph, Zachariah and Elizabeth to intricately fulfill 
His CALL, in His TIME, on their lives, so He is with us, guarding and 
facilitating His intricate plans to fulfill His call on our lives.  He will 
never change His mind about what we were born to be and born to do, for 
the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Rom 11:29 (NKJ)  How-
ever, He will re-model our understanding of “how” to walk out that call-
ing when necessary, and He will reassure us when we are shaken, and He 
will provide undeniable confirmation to strengthen us along the way.  I 
pray we yield to His re-modeling in the coming year and wait for and rec-
ognize His confirmations. May we not be stubborn out of fear or reckless 
out of frustration, and may we not be impatient with His timing.   May we 
have the courage to walk with Him and see our gifts and callings con-
firmed! 
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 In my Sunday School days, I heard the word “Kingdom”, but in 1968, 
the Holy Spirit came into my office and my eyes suddenly began to open 
concerning the Kingdom. I realized that it was the gospel that Jesus 
preached.  He didn’t preach the gospel of salvation, but people believed 
and got saved as He preached the gospel of the Kingdom.  The King 
brings His Kingdom with Him.  My journey in understanding has brought 
me to three conclusions regarding the Kingdom that I will put in three 
words reality, activity and mystery.  1) The Kingdom is ultimate reality.  
The Kingdom is not a doctrine.  A doctrine can be argued, reality cannot.  
The Kingdom brings definition to all teachings of scripture, but itself is 
more than a teaching.  It is a reality.  2) The Kingdom is activity that is 
released from Holy Spirit to work through people who have come into the 
Kingdom experientially.  This activity is why we have the book of Acts.  
There is no passivity in God or spectators in the Kingdom.  3) In the New 
Testament, Jesus talked about the mysteries of the Kingdom, but the mys-
tery is not designed to be mysterious.  The word translated mystery means 
an open secret.  The Kingdom is not secretive but an open secret that is 
available to be revealed, apprehended and comprehended by each of us.  
Proverbs 25:2 tells us that it is the glory of God to conceal a matter and 
the glory of kings to search it out.  The Lord wants relationship with us 
and that includes us searching for Him.   
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 From Genesis to Revelation, we find the message of the Kingdom 
either with the word Kingdom or the concept of the Kingdom.  It began in 
Gen. 1:28 where the Lord told Adam and Eve to rule and subdue under 
His authority.  So God is not just Creator and Redeemer, He is King and 
owns what He has made and rules over it sovereignly.  Through the patri-
archs and prophets the Kingdom is referenced continually.  Like David 
prophesied in the Psalms that the Kingdom is the Lord’s, the power and 
majesty and greatness of God.  Or like the prophet Daniel, Dan 7:13,  I 
saw in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought 
Him near before Him. 14  And dominion and glory was given Him, and a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations and languages, should serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.  Then John the Baptizer 
stepped up after 400 years of prophetic silence and preached, “Repent, for 
the Kingdom of God is at hand.”   

 In the beginning of Acts, we find that after His resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus spent a forty day period teaching about things concerning the 
Kingdom of God.  He had already spent three years teaching the Kingdom 
of God and was evidently making sure the disciples got it before He left.  
I see these forty days as a last-task refresher course, perhaps we could call 
it, Kingdom 401 (like the fourth year of college level courses).  It came 
after Kingdom 101 where Jesus taught them on the seashore, on the 
mountain side in His incarnation body.  When they met Jesus, they met 
the son of man, (Isa.9:6-a child is born but the Son is given), and He 
talked to them as a fellow man rather than deity.  That gave them and us 
the hope of overcoming the devil because He overcame the devil the same 
way we do, by the word of God and the Spirit of God.  At this point He 
was teaching from the body He got from His mother.  After the resurrec-
tion, He taught them from the body He got from His Father.  So, He then 
gave them an intensive refresher course and reviewed seven things with 
the disciples concerning the Kingdom: 

 1) The Kingdom of God is a present reality not just a future hope.  
Both John the Baptist and Jesus said, “Repent, for the Kingdom is at 
hand.”  The Kingdom is near or available at hand.  When the King shows 
up, it is near you.  Jesus ministered on earth embodying His Father’s 
Kingdom.  The Kingdom has an address and it has an access called Jesus.  
The Kingdom is an eternal reality and a present reality in the Holy Spirit.   

 2) The Kingdom of God is the government of God into which born-
again people enter.  We were not born into the Church but the Kingdom.  
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Nicodemus didn’t get being born-again to enter the Kingdom.  In Exodus, 
the Israelites saw the Kingdom in Egypt through Moses’ miracle ministry.  
Although they were redeemed by the blood of the lamb on their doorposts 
and were sure of God being God because of how He worked through their 
leader Moses, they were still living under the bondage of Pharaoh’s gov-
ernment.  They were redeemed but they were not saved.  They would not 
be saved unless they left Egypt.  Paul said they were saved when they 
were baptized and left Pharaoh’s government and came under God’s gov-
ernment.  Their water baptism was coming through the Red Sea.  The Red 
Sea represented water baptism and the cloud represented the Holy Spirit 
in the Old Covenant.  If we are in the Kingdom, we will be in the Church, 
but if we are in the Church we might not be experiencing the Kingdom.  
There are places where the Church and its local leaders are not doing the 
will of God.   

 3) The Kingdom of God is gradually coming in history like seed 
growing and leaven in a lump of dough.   The Kingdom is growing and 
developing in history incrementally.  That is important because in Jesus’ 
day, the Jewish thinking was that the Kingdom only comes at the very end 
in a cataclysmic way.  They thought this way because after the Babylo-
nian captivity they came back to their land knowing the promise over 
them was that a seed of David would sit on the throne forever.  Yet, after 
400 years from David, the political dynasty of David died when they came 
back from captivity and they were under a governor named Zerubbabel 
and a high priest named Joshua.  That government was not the king they 
were promised.  They did not understand the promise of a king on the 
throne would be fulfilled in the Son of David, the Lord Jesus.  

 I think one of the problems we have in the Church today is that we 
don’t take small victories.  We won’t fight unless we win the one battle 
that is our focus or goal.  Whereas groups like abortionists progress and 
take small, incremental victories, we quit because we didn’t win big.  It 
takes time for seed to germinate and leaven to work.  This is not just the-
ology, it is the practical expression of how we minister.  The Kingdom of 
God has come, is coming and will come.  The Kingdom has come defini-
tively in Christ.  It is coming like seed growing in the ground.  It is com-
ing like leaven that once present cannot be removed.  Once the Kingdom 
is released in history it continues to process, continually coming through 
the ecclesia Church. 

 4) The Kingdom of God is universal.  It is not confined to one ethnic 
group (or ethnic Israel).  In Mat 21:43, Jesus said to first century apostate 
Israel,  The kingdom of God shall be taken from you and given to a nation 
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bringing out its fruits.  In the New Covenant that means born-again Jews 
and Gentiles.  We should not elevate one ethnicity above another because 
the Kingdom is universal. 

 5) The Kingdom wages war against darkness through the Church 
(ecclesia).  The war is inevitable.  The battle goes on daily.  There is no 
gift or calling that exempts anyone from this war.  The sons of Light will 
face off with darkness.  Ephesians Chapter Six, is about armor but it is 
also about weaponry, the Sword of God and prayer.  If we are born again 
and breathing, we will be involved in warfare.  The Church has the keys 
of the Kingdom and they have that authority to combat the gates the devil 
has.  Gates are defensive mechanisms and keys are offensive.  We are on 
the offense in this battle.   Jesus is not coming back to whip up on your 
enemies.  He has already defeated them.  His people enforce the victory of 
Calvary.  We are signed up for war, but we overcome and we win. 

 6) The Kingdom of God is extended in history through the Great 
Commission.  The Great Commission is not to win people to Christ, 
though it includes that.  The Great Commission is all nations being disci-
pled in terms of all of Jesus’ commandments through His ultimate author-
ity and His authority delegated to us.  The Great Commission is all con-
verts becoming disciples and all disciples becoming disciplers.  It is life-
long learning.  The Great Commission focus is not heaven but rather the 
purpose of God in the earth.   

 7) The Kingdom of God is not political but spiritual and redemptive.  When 
Jesus stood before Pilate (who could decide whether He lived or died) and stood 
before the Sanhedrin who wanted to but could not legally pull off capital punish-
ment, He said, in Jn 18:36, My kingdom is not of this world.  People have dis-
torted the meaning of this scripture.  The word “of” in the phrase not of this world  
is the word “ek” which means origin.  In essence, Jesus was telling Pilate that 
while the origin of his authority was Rome (of this world), the origin of His own 
(Jesus’) authority was not of this world but of heaven.  Not of this world meant 
that Jesus’ Kingdom is not sourced here, but it did not mean His Kingdom is 
floating in the atmosphere somewhere and not touching or affecting the earth.  As 
previously stated, the Kingdom is not political, yet it is present in the earth to 
affect politics.  The Kingdom of God is ultimate reality that touches everything as 
a redemptive force in all the earth, in the whole cosmos.   

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches Interna-
tional, a relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local 
churches across the nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges 
serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to 
see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book is titled 
WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materi-
als may be found at his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-
2262.) 
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 My parents made it through the depression and they learned how to 
make it through hard times.  We raised cattle and hogs, and we had a 
packing house.  On the back side of the packing house we had a boiler 
room.  My job was to cut wood and fire up the boiler and keep it going. It 
was a huge, steel boiler with a side glass that showed the water level that 
had to maintained at all times.  Above the glass was a gauge that showed 
how much pressure was in the boiler.  The pressure had to be built up and 
maintained for the boiler to produce power for this slaughter house.   In-
credible pressure produced incredible power.  Back then we also had huge 
cast iron pots that we would build a fire under to heat water to wash and 
clean.  The same water we used in the boiler would boil in the pot and 
send up tremendous steam, but the steam did not produce power because 
it had no pressure.  Letting off steam is merely murmuring, complaining, 
griping, blaming or being a victim that just tries to escape the heat but 
cannot.  If we only let off steam when the heat is on, we are merely a 
wash pot instead of a boiler.  Without pressure, there is no power and God 
would have us understand how to take the pressures in life and produce 
power. 

 Then, like Jesus, we will come out of our wildernesses with power, 
the power is necessary to bring about changes needed.   



SEEC  Magazine          12         December 2018/January 2019 

 A starting place for new thinking in this transition season is in 2Co 
1:8 - For, brothers, we would not have you ignorant of our trouble which 
came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength; 
so much so that we despaired even of life.  9  But we had the sentence of 
death in ourselves so that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who 
raises the dead;  10  who delivered us from so great a death, and does 
deliver; in whom we trust that He will yet deliver us,  11  with you also 
helping together by prayer for us, so that the gracious gift by many per-
sons be the cause of thanksgiving through many for us.  

  Paul didn’t want them to be ignorant of the pressure he had in Asia.  
Neither should we be ignorant or unaware of the pressure that our nation 
is in right now.  The key to this pressure becoming power is in these scrip-
tures: “not trusting in ourselves.”  A person who is a wash pot will con-
tinue trusting themselves and worry over great concerns, be fearful and 
murmur and cast blame.  However, we can access the power that raised 
Christ from the dead (2Co 1:9) by trusting God instead of self (flesh).  
Pressure has a way of bringing us to the place where we quit trusting our-
selves because it presses us to the realization that self doesn’t have the 
ability or answers needed.  When we get to the place of trusting God, 
that’s where we begin to experience power, the same power that raised 
Christ from the dead.  Verse ten tells us that power will deliver us. 

 2Co 4:7 - But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the sur-
passing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;  8  
we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despair-
ing;  9  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;  10  
always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  

 This resurrection power is already in us, and it is pressure that breaks 
it out of us.  An intense struggle with sin pushes us past trusting ourselves 
for solutions so that we can move into the power of God-deliverance.   

 We can learn to endure the pressure until we get to power.  2Co 4:16-  
Therefore we do not lose heart.  The key is not to lose heart but instead be 
confident that pressure will ultimately work for us and not against us.  The 
external conditions that cause internal pressure will produce power.  If we 
do not utilize the pressures we simply become victims, victims of life, 
victims of sin, victims of circumstance, victims of the Church, victims of 
other people, victims of sickness and disease, etc.  We must learn that 
pressures prepare and position us for the power of God instead of refusing 
to allow circumstances to come to enough pressure to get to the power of 
effectual prayer.  Hannah endured pressure in her home continuously.  
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God had closed her womb and there was tremendous external pressure 
upon Hannah from her husband’s other wife.  The home was becoming 
more and more difficult and it grieved Hannah.  Although her husband 
loved her and showed favor to her in the ways he could, the pressure in-
creased inside Hannah to the point that she quit eating and couldn’t even 
put the pressure into words.  But God used the closing of her womb to 
bring her to effectual prayer.  In that prayer, Hannah promised God that 
when her child came of age that she would give him to God to serve all 
his life.  All the pressure came to that moment of a release of the power of 
God that resurrected her womb and brought a power release for the nation 
that needed prophet Samuel in a time when a word from the Lord was 
rare. 

 Moses was so pressured for the sin of the people that he prayed effec-
tually that God forgive them or blot his name out also.  The Queen of 
England said she feared the prayers of John Knox and she knew he 
prayed, “God either bring this nation to its knees or kill me.”  The nation’s 
condition was the pressure that brought him to the power of effectual 
prayer. The level of sin being exposed in our nation right now makes 
many people victims of worry and hopelessness instead of people of 
prayer.  In our nation’s crisis in history, George Washington and his men  
prayed in the barracks and things shifted.  In a transformation video I saw, 
two blind men closed themselves up in a barn because there was so much 
pressure inside them driving them to prayer for their country.  When they 
came out, they witnessed a release of the power of God where people 
would run to the police station and beg the policemen to tell them what to 
do to be saved.  The policemen would have to get someone to come and 
preach and help these desperate people get saved.  Dutch Sheets, though 
under the pressure of this nations sin (because he carries such a burden for 
this nation), knows not to be hopeless or trust himself for the solutions.  
He has learned to let the pressure of the burden press him into effectual 
prayer that aligns with God and His resurrection power.  We have shifted 
to a new level of prayer for our nation and must continue.  Even some of 
our sons are in the military so God has people in that pressure that He can 
infuse with resurrection life to a level of prayer that brings change.  Many 
individuals are experiencing the pressure that will bring them to the power 
to shift the nation.  Chuck Pierce said we cannot carry old prayers into the 
transition we are in as a nation.  Due to past teachings, people formed 
mindsets that affect their prayers and they will not carry into this new sea-
son. To be effectual, prayer must adjust with the pressures of each season 
until God’s power is released.  

 May the pressure of corruption and darkness in our nation bring us to 
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effectual prayer that releases the power of God bringing changes and re-
demption to this United States of America! 

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at the Word of 
Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To contact him about speak-
ing engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on the Kingdom of God, call Word of 
Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: wol-luf@consolidated.net) 

 There was a great (noble) woman whom God targeted, in  2 King 4:8-
37. As to her response, to me she merits the “heroes of faith” stature.  
Let’s examine the great woman and also examine our own responses in 
life to the anointing.   

  When Elisha came by verse eight says, “she “constrained” him, (an 
urgent fastening).  Some call it intuition but here, it’s God stirring her 
heart to see if she would respond.  She convinced her husband to write a 
check for an upper room for Elisha. She used the excuse that she 
“perceived” he was a holy man of God (v.9).  So in today’s economy, she 
invested in the man of God which literally was to her the voice of God 
Himself.  We all know if you give a cup of cold water to a prophet, you 
are aligning with the prophet’s reward and Elisha’s was huge.  Remember 
he was granted a double portion of Elijah’s Spirit.  From here the picture 
and purpose begins to unfold.  I love the verbiage in v.7 and v.11 which 
says,  “and it fell on a day”. Something happened of significance on these 
days in this woman’s life.  So Elisha wanted to do some kindness for her 
response. He asked Gehazi to fetch her. As she stood in the door to his 
chamber that she had built,  she received a promise that would change her 
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and her husband forever.  She turned down help from the king and captain 
of the host in her city offered by Elisha.  But her blessing and her destiny 
is tied to her “response”  to the man of God.  Consider the pain of not 
having a son to carry on the family name, so by now she has put behind 
her that possibility.  There are no frozen embryos, no sperm bank, and no 
physicians to operate on her or her husband.  So  the consideration of hav-
ing a child had vanished, until God saw her heart and her desire for her 
husband.  God can pierce through layers of pain and hurt to revive life, 
new life in us.  Translate that to what we’ve papered over to hide our dis-
appointments.   

  She wanted so much to keep the anointing close by that she built the 
room.  Verse 16 says, “About this season according to the time of life; you 
shall embrace a son.”  These are explosive words, a promise, and she 
tried to protect the hurt over the years by saying, “Don’t lie to me, man of 
God.” Yet at the same time, flashes of her breastfeeding a son and imagin-
ing him playing, growing up and having grandchildren are vying for her 
thoughts.  We skip ahead a year and she bares a son and then skip ahead 
approximately 13 years when a son becomes a man as was customary.  
Verse 18 says, “When the child was grown, it fell upon a day (there’s that 
expression again) that he went with his father to the reapers.”  Something 
happened, he complained of powerful headaches, disabling him enough 
for someone to carry him to his mother and at noon he died.  Things shift 
from here on.  HER PROMISE HAS DIED BEFORE THE HARVEST, 
that’s not the way it’s supposed to be for her or for us.   

  Too many of us have had our promise die before the full harvest and 
fruitfulness.  Verse 21 shows us that she picks up the young man and lays 
him on the promiser’s bed, in the promiser's room and shut the door.  At 
this point, after the Lord stirring her, she’s perceived, she’s constrained, 
and she wisely hastened to bring the man of God’s anointing. Now she’s 
facing the promise which in itself will bring forth more seed, but is now 
dead!  This is the second time, once by natural means and one she had 
received supernaturally.  Verse 22 is my rendition as to what many of us 
would do.  She goes to her husband, declares her son’s death and says we 
need to make funeral arrangements...NO!  She never gave in to his death.  
She never gave it any power by speaking the death of her promise. In a 
most tragic moment, somehow she refrained from speaking her situation.  
Many of God’s saints are trapped in these four verses, vs. 17-20. Many 
are lamenting, “My promise has died, it was supposed to be reaping a har-
vest while it was in the field ready to yield fruit, but it died.”   

 That woman’s dreams, her expectations have died a second time—
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once when she was unable to birth a child and then again when the prom-
ised child died.  What this woman is made of is truly an inspiration.  We 
need to listen carefully to what she “doesn’t” say! If the story ended here, 
we would probably say, “Well, stuff happens and no one can explain it”. 
Then we would all console her and say, “Well, you had a miracle child in 
your old age. Just count your blessings”. Her dream of a fairy-tale ending 
has just come to an abrupt end!  So once again she is spiritually chal-
lenged to “respond.”  She is not settling for a dead promise.  She’s endur-
ing the most difficult test of her life. She never, never, never says one 
time, “This didn’t work” or “I can’t make it” nor did she even say, “My 
son has died”.  She did not sentence her promise to being null-and-void or 
dead!   

 In verses 23-26 this beleaguered woman tells her husband she needs 
to seek out the “man of God”. She gives him assurance with her statement 
of “It is well”.  I pause here to say, in any marriage or relationship I 
know, there would not be one mate who would keep this kind of situation 
quiet, hence the greatness of her decision to not say anything that would 
give life to her son’s death.  She’s not done yet. Elisha sees her coming 
and sent Gehazi to greet her asking, “Are you well, is your husband well 
and is your son well?” At this point we just might decide to tell the man of 
God the truth.  He needs to know it, but she answers instead, “It is well.”  
Again she is guarding her promise with her words!  If your gifts or call-
ings are on some kind of life-support, just say the right thing.  Speak life 
or don’t speak at all.   

 Verses 27-28 are fish-or-cut-bait moments for her and the prophet. As 
she came to the hill, she caught the man of God by the feet and he sensed 
her soul was vexed but all this time God had hidden this from the prophet 
with the anointing. She said, “Did I not say do not deceive me by giving 
me a child, do not lie to me?”  By this time, she had learned the nature of 
God herself. She’s reminding Him, “The reason I’m here is I need you to 
fix this because I believe you can.” It’s what she didn’t say that spoke 
louder to the man of God than any other confession.  Just a historic note 
worthy of mention in v.30 of 2 King 4, she says, “As the Lord liveth and 
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee” Compare Elisha’s statement to 
Elijah when he’s seeking a “double portion” from the Lord and Elijah's 
telling him to stay put while he travels. He said, “As the Lord liveth and as 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee”. I believe those words were so in-
tensely powerful to Elisha’s ears he recognized his own pursuit of the mi-
raculous that then he arose and followed her knowing that what he sent 
Gehazi to do would not suffice.  P.S. Until this time in history there was 
no precedent of one rising from the dead. This is the first one! 
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  Now I believe we came to the crème ’de la crème’ of this ancient 
milepost. Elisha did what he had to do—stretch on him, walk around, 
stretch on him and finally the young man’s flesh began to warm and he 
sneezed.  Then, at this point he tells Gehazi to fetch the Shunammite 
woman and in vs. 36 he tells her, “Take up your son.” 

  May I say to you, if this were me I would do exactly what he said.  As 
a matter of fact, (FIRST) I would fawn all over my loved one, kissing, 
hugging and probably shedding tears... but wait, this is no ordinary 
woman.  I believe she glances to the son and as v.37 says, “Then she went 
in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground.” “FIRST” she 
wanted to make one more “response” to the anointing that had sealed the 
promise once again to her.  That was her first response. What is yours to 
the anointing that God is sending to you?  She knew the one who spoke 
him born to her was the one who would speak him alive to her...and 
guess what...It was well with her soul. 

(Lynn and Linda Burling pastor Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop 
for the Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart 
Ministries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy 
and I have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: 
www.somewhereintimebb.com. Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 

Extraordinary All Year Long 
Christmas events were extraordinary. Angels were active and interactive with 
the characters in the event. Persons of high rank got personally involved at great 
expense. Individuals of lowly birth and lowly means played as important a role 
as those of higher caste. Divine intervention and protection and wisdom kept 
the characters in pace and in place. Signs and wonders served to help the char-
acters get into position at just the right time to be supply for Mary and Joseph 
and the Little One they were privileged to raise up for the saving of a nation. 
Let us do far more than delight in the extraordinary events of the Christmas 
Advent. Let us consider them as that which was initiated to become the ordi-
nary, all year long, for those who would embrace this Extraordinary One born 
in such an extraordinary way. 
“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.” (Lk 2:20, Amp)-Marty G. 
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 In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian church, he releases an impor-
tant truth to the believers in Chapter Five, verses 17 and 18.  He states, 
Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold new things have come.  Now all these things are 
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us this 
ministry of reconciliation (NASB).   

 To be a new creature in this context is to become different from that 
which is old and familiar.  New, or kainos, means to become a new form 
or quality; it speaks of a different nature and character.  It also means to 
become what we have never been before.  When the 120 spoke in other 
tongues on the Day of Pentecost, they did so in new tongues (Mark 
16:17).  These tongues were not new to the hearers, for they recognized 
their specific language as the 120 declared the gospel of the kingdom.  
They were, however, new to the speakers because those languages were 
not known to them before the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  They were new 
and different from their own familiar languages.  The baptism in the Holy 
Spirit released a newness of life into each of them.  Those 120 were never 
the same again; they became something they had never been before. 

 Creature, ktisis, means original formation. As new creatures in 
Christ, we have been spiritually restored to the original design and intent 
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for which we were created from the very beginning of creation.  What 
Adam forfeited through disobedience, Jesus restored through complete 
obedience.  And the process that God used to accomplish this was recon-
ciliation.  Jesus is the Last Adam, who reconciled us to God through His 
obedient sacrifice as the perfect substitute for sin. 

 Reconciled, katallasso, means to change from an enemy to a friend.  
Paul said in Romans 5:10, For if while we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been rec-
onciled, we shall be saved by His life.  It was, and still is, the life of Jesus 
that has restored the relationship connection between man and God.   

 Reconciliation is foundational to our faith. It is the divine intervention 
initiated by the Father Himself to facilitate an exchange from man being 
an enemy to becoming His friend.  More than that, reconciliation removes 
the curse of slavery under Satan’s authority by relocating us into the king-
dom of the Son as sons.  We are given access to the Father’s eternal king-
dom and all that it contains.  Relationship is restored, and eternal life is 
released into our hearts each day we live. 

 Reconciliation is about restoring harmony.  From the day that Adam 
sinned and was righteously judged with the sentence of death, the Father 
set about to restore relational harmony with His creation.  His plan was to 
reverse the curse upon man and restore righteousness through the process 
of reconciliation.  From Abraham and throughout the generations of the 
Patriarchs, Moses and the Law, the prophets and kings, and John the Bap-
tist to Christ, the heart of the Father was ultimately focused on reconciling 
mankind to His original intent of relationship and dominion rule of the 
earth.  We are covenant sons today through the Spirit of reconciliation, 
and we have been given the charge to manage the earth on behalf of our 
Father. 

 Only sons can facilitate the Father’s original earth plan.  As spiritual 
offspring of the Father (in Christ), each of us carries within us His spiri-
tual DNA. We carry His passion and desire to see all men saved and spiri-
tually repositioned into harmony with Him.  We also carry His mandate to 
steward our personal lives, our covenant relationships, and the kingdom 
order of earth.   

 Reconciliation begins with a willing heart.  For with the heart man 
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, re-
sulting in salvation (Romans 10:10).  No one in the Bible exemplified this 
better than King David following his sin with Bathsheba (Psalm 51).  
When we cry out to God for mercy, He hears and responds to the heart cry 
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for mercy and restoration.  His Spirit of reconciliation is released to re-
spond, forgive, cleanse, and remove our transgressions as far as east is 
from west (Psalm 103:12). 

 Reconciliation is a matter of covenant.  It begins with our covenant of 
salvation.  It operates daily in our personal walk with the Lord.  It extends 
into our covenant relationships as husbands and wives.  It filters through 
the marriage covenant into the relationships with our children.  It extends 
to our church family, friendships and relationships we interact with daily.  

 Leaders, especially, are to work together in harmony with one an-
other. There are United States Senators and Representatives as well as 
state governors and congressmen and congresswomen who will soon take 
the Oath of Office.  That oath is a covenant agreement to serve in the 
elected office faithfully and constitutionally.  It is a position of honor and 
responsibility for the good of the nation, state, or community – not the 
party whose flag each one waves.  Would to God that all our leaders 
would operate in the Spirit of reconciliation and work together for the 
good of our nation and the Constitution upon which we were founded. 

 As the church, our responsibility is to legislate righteousness into the 
earth.  It is to become involved in the governmental process, not avoid or 
ignore it.  We are to pray for our leaders, call in righteous lawmakers, and 
vote in our elections as responsible citizens. The national conservative 
evangelical grassroots organization, Faith & Freedom Coalition, reported 
that the 2018 midterm election marked the highest voter turnout of conser-
vative Christians in a mid-term election in the modern era.  That said, only 
26 percent of evangelicals participated in the process.   

 Our command is to incrementally restore heaven realities into the earth realm 
to align the earth side with the original design of the heaven side.  Jesus taught us 
to pray, Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
(Matthew 6:10).  Let us be diligent in our manner of life, our ministries, our cove-
nant relationships, and our dominion mandate to be about this ministry of recon-
ciliation.  It is up to us, sons of God, to unlock the gate of heaven and release its 
love and power upon the earth.  We hold the keys to bring generations to the 
place where they can become what they have never been before! 

(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX. Larry’s 
latest book is titled The Orphan Heart and has impacted many lives. A number of 
churches have used the book as a study guide for weekly classes. He is also the 
author of Kingdom Life—Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book you will dis-
cover why current church models are failing in America, why your church experi-
ence often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in 
the kingdom of God. Contact info:  www.kingdomlife.org) 
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 Let me begin by saying, I don’t know of anyone who is not going 
through something right now. Whether it be physical chaos, doors shut-
ting, relational tensions, or the currents of life, there seems to be some-
thing of a strained nature going on everywhere you look (I won’t even list 
the nation’s woes). There is such a vast array of things happening but 
each thing is very personal to the one facing it. So, whether what I am 
about to talk about describes your personal strain or not, perhaps there are 
some elements in common that will apply. 

 A couple of months ago the Lord told me I had been stationed in a 
particular place as a watchman but that season was almost over. Hmm, 
OK. What does that mean? Then about a month later, as clear as can be, I 
heard Him say, “Your life is about to change drastically.” After I heard 
this I got so excited deep down in my core but my soul, not so much! My 
soul went a little crazy, “WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?!!!!” I had to calm 
myself down knowing that God is not the type to give you a mysterious 
clue that your life is about to fall apart. For several weeks after that the 
Holy Spirit would remind me what He told me and I would get excited. 
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Well, the day of drastic came… suddenly. Simply put, it called for a sud-
den and drastic change of location. Let’s just say, this was not the 
“drastic” I was hoping for. In the midst of the hurried frenzy the Holy 
Spirit would once again remind me that He told me this was coming. It 
really did help, but I had to let it help. I had to choose to get past my dis-
appointed victimhood and find peace in the fact that God is right in the 
middle of whatever is going on right now. I have to admit, I’ve not just 
settled into that place of peace in the midst of God shifting things. The 
disappointment has been a bare-knuckle battle daily. 

 This all leads me to a recent conversation with two very dear friends 
that are in intense battles of their own. We were catching up on the latest 
with each other when I started telling them about a meeting I recently had 
with a cherished voice in my life. In my conversation with this person she 
told me that it was time for me to dream again, and dream big (she was 
talking about dreaming about the future). I shared this with my friends and 
I could see that it hit them like it hit me. Dreaming has not been an excit-
ing concept for a while for any of the three of us due to experience and 
our current state. 

 We began to talk about what dreaming looks like and began to realize 
some things. The three of us have all grown up in church and are the types 
that severely want to stay right in the middle of the will of God. While 
that is not a bad thing it can take an extreme turn that you don’t even real-
ize until you hit moments like this. The extreme comes when you have 
done all you know to do to be in God’s will (albeit stumbling through it), 
but you hit a rough patch and all you can figure is you made one bad deci-
sion that put you in this current situation. The extreme part of it is the 
“witch hunt” for what you did wrong so you can call it by name, repent 
and hopefully get back on God’s path for your life... if it’s not too late. 
The extreme is based in idealism. 

 My friends and I realized that for the most part we really don’t know 
what it means to “dream big” because we have been operating in sweet 
little Christian girl idealisms for our lives. These type of idealisms form a 
picture of destiny according to our current understanding of Who God is 
and how He works filtered through our family, religious and nation’s cul-
tures and traditions.  

 Basically, we miss the mark very easily because all of the grooming, 
training, guidance, experience and cultivation it takes to fulfill the will of 
God in our lifetime is nowhere in that idealistic equation. We have no way 
of knowing the intricacies God works in to establish His Kingdom on this 
earth through us. Our minds can’t comprehend that kind of detail. That 



SEEC  Magazine          23         December 2018/January 2019     

kind of detail takes the entirety of our existence to manifest. Here’s the 
other thing, because God is so intricate it is frustratingly contradictory to 
live in constant fear of falling off of His path. If He is that intricate, how 
in the world can we fall off His path that easily? An intricate God makes a 
wide path, and He knows our struggles with human nature. He’s not afraid 
so we shouldn’t be. He, of course, provides a way back, IF that’s even 
what is going on! You, I, we may simply be right in the middle of a transi-
tion of a lifetime, but we are listening to the ignorant voice of idealism 
saying, “you messed up”. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and 
He will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)  

 Dreaming in the middle of this moment may sound counterproductive 
and silly, but it may be exactly what you need to move forward. What 
does dreaming look like? I honestly don’t know. I am working on that 
myself. I do believe it has something to do with looking ahead and letting 
passion, desire and creativity fill in the blanks. I also believe a dream 
crosses over into the realm of idealism when it becomes a fixed picture 
with no moving parts. Dreams are fluid and allow the Great Inspirer to 
add the elements needed for them to become real life. Maybe allow your-
self to open up to the possibility of wide-eyed dreaming and see what 
might happen. We can’t allow victimhood to stifle us out of living. 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105) 
“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in 
his way.” (Psalm 37:23) “Thou will show me the path of life: in thy pres-
ence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for ever-
more.” (Psalm 16:11) 

(Melissa is worship leader and part-time administrative assistant to the pastors at Grace 
International Church. She is also a professional photographer. Her company name is Ster-
ling Regard Photography. Website: www.sterlingregardphotography.com) 

(Kathy Gabler) I have been seeing God’s hand moving behind a 
curtain on a stage. That has kept me anticipating the curtain ris-
ing in my understanding. Little by little an expectation has grown 
in me that we are about to see many things the Holy Spirit has 
been adjusting, rearranging, developing, redeeming, restoring 
and maturing. I don’t think there will be some colorful, feel good, 
fairytale play behind those curtains, rather a stage set with details 
that bring clarity and a God-perspective that equips us, literally 
showing us another way to think and perceive and prevail. I have 
a feeling the curtain will rise on insights that adjust our mode of 
operation and strategies and change our outcomes. 
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 I have two goals concerning intercession for our nation:  1) to change 
the way we pray for civil government and 2) to share that change with 
others.   

 1Ti 2:1-2  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, peti-
tions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all 
who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 
godliness and dignity.  This is not a suggestion but an urging from Paul to 
Timothy.  It was not just father-to-son advice, it was from one apostle to 
another to be responsible in the churches concerning intercession for civil 
authorities. 

 Let me aim at some golden calves.  At first, this scripture might sound 
like Paul was saying the reason to pray for political authorities was so 
everyone could live tranquil lives.  They were under Roman rule, emperor 
worship and an antichrist system of civil government.  Paul was not say-
ing the goal of intercession for a nation is so that we can live in a peaceful 
corner where they leave us alone and we leave them alone.  The Greek 
word for dignity describes a position of standing between two polar ends, 
between anarchy and not pleasing anyone and trying to please everyone 
which is passivity.  Dignity is not on the rebellious end of violently over-
throwing government, nor is it surrender to que sera`, sera`passivity.   

 INTERCESSION: ENTREATIES 

 Instead, Paul was saying, “First make entreaties for civil leaders.”  
The word entreaties is saying to make intercession for the full range of 
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blessings and full benefits of God to be upon them.  You and I have been 
taught that is the only kind of prayer to pray for civil government.  How-
ever, that is only one of the ways to pray.  The emphasis of entreaties is 
on the recipient.  Among the other instructions, that word is actually the 
least powerful among all the ways to pray that he listed.  It kind of seems 
like making entreaties is the warm up prayer. 

 INTERACTION: PRAYERS  

 Paul’s word choices in the Greek point out different kinds of prayer in 
his instructions for the churches.  After entreaties (blessings, benefits 
upon the recipient) he uses the word “prayers” which is about interaction.  
The Greek word here is the full scope of asking and requesting, but it is 
the same word used in James 5:17, the kind of prayer that Elijah prayed.  
Elijah was a man just like us.  Even though he was a prophet, he had no 
more access or anointing than we do.  This is the kind of prayer that the 
prophet prayed after he interacted with the pagan civil government.  He 
went to Ahab and told him it would not rain.  God told Elijah to go back 
when it was time to rain.  He went to Ahab again, not with an exhortation 
but with a prophetic decree of “Thus saith the Lord.”  This was like 
Moses’ prophetic release to the civil government leader, Pharaoh, in Exo-
dus 6.  It was not a request, not a petition, not an appeal.  It was, “Let my 
people go,” a prophetic declaration that God was going to release those 
people and Mr. Pharaoh had better align himself with what God was say-
ing.  Otherwise he would come under the judgment of God.   

 Elijah was also prophetically interacting with civil government, not 
begging, not pleading but proclaiming with authority.  Paul was saying to 
Timothy to make sure the churches were praying like Elijah with declara-
tions that come from interaction with and instruction from God.  Then 
Elijah went back to his place of prayer and began looking for the rain.  He 
put his head between his legs to travail and birth into manifestation in the 
natural what he had released in the spirit.  This pattern for intercession for 
the nation was to be presented to the churches Timothy spoke into.  Our 
prayers for civil government have been inaccurate or at least incomplete.  
Our goal is not to be sweet and non-threatening in our prayers.  If we con-
tinue like that, we will end up like Cuba and China.  If we don’t begin to 
pray differently, we will keep getting the same results. Change doesn’t 
come without change.   

 INTERVENTION:  PETITIONS and THANKSGIVINGS   

 Paul uses the same word twice, (translated petitions and thanksgiv-
ings).  He is making a point.  The Greek word here is not the American 
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thinking of petition as a list of requests we present to God.  This word 
means to make an entreaty in favor of or against.  It is more like legisla-
tion, like a counsel that releases a ruling, like coming into session with the 
Trinity and out of that releasing a decree of legislation in favor of or 
against.  This is where imprecatory prayer is released.   

 In 1959, when Castro took over Cuba, he showed his communist col-
ors quickly and the country has been in more and more oppression.  Nev-
ertheless, the church is alive and well.  Looking at the church in Cuba, it 
is obvious that a reformation is essential concerning their understanding 
of prayer.  Also essential is change in their understanding of Romans 13, 
when it talks about our being subject to governmental authorities because 
all authority that exists is of God.  We have all been taught that Romans 
13, says that we are supposed to submit and be subjective to all civil gov-
ernment because all civil rulers were somehow put in office by God.  Try 
that thinking on a church that has been under communism since 1959.  
Try that on a church where if you are not a formal member of a denomina-
tion, you are illegal, (so that an oppressive government controls meetings 
and pastors and regulates, harasses and persecutes through law.)  In one 
church in Cuba someone prayed, railing against communism.  The next 
day bulldozers leveled the church, took the property, put the pastor in jail 
and kicked his family out in the streets 

 I began to realize that every Bible-believing church there basically 
prayed as they felt they must, blessing the regime and Castro. They be-
lieved because of Romans 13 that  they must submit to totalitarianism 
even though they hate it and they’ve seen it is obviously wrong in the 
murders of thousands of people, in dissidents in jail and in continuous 
persecution.  The church is suffering there because of a spirit of antichrist 
and because of inaccurate and incomplete revelation on intercession and 
how to pray for civil government; and this is due to inaccurate teaching 
from Romans 13 and from 1 Timothy 2.  They should be praying as Paul 
instructed, like Elijah, prophesying to the principalities and powers of 
darkness over their nation to bring down strongholds.  Political evil and 
cultural evil and social evil come from the government of hell, the spiri-
tual hierarchy of darkness in Eph. 5 and 6.  Eph 3 says the church is sup-
posed to manifest to the principalities and powers the multifaceted wis-
dom and nature and authority and personality of God.  If the church is 
submissively, passively and inaccurately praying, “God bless that dicta-
tor,” they will never pull down strongholds.  2Co 10:4  For the weapons 
of our warfare are not fleshly, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds.    
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  The church does not believe we can pull down strongholds, but we 
can.  There is an anointing to bring revelation that will change the way the 
church prays.  Corporate revelation will change our corporate identity, 
and the church will realize she is here to release a ruling in favor of or 
against.  Passivity is not a strategy.  Our ultimate destiny is not a matter of always 
choosing the lesser of two evils, or three or four.  Christianity is not a hostage of 
the two political parties in America.  We need to change the system.   I’m tired of 
being locked down by political parties that want my votes but don’t want my val-
ues.  We don’t need to appeal to them, rather we need to prophetically declare to 
them how to line up with God.   

 Dig out these scriptural instructions from Paul and when you are convinced it 
is God,  then start a movement of intercession that legislates against principalities 
and powers that energize evil in our nation.  Civil government is incapable of 
discerning between good and evil.  It is righteous individuals that do that.  Civil 
leaders are never neutral theologically, spiritually, philosophically or morally.  
Every form of government is based on some particular worldview or theology.  
After we repent for passive prayers of blessing on evil leadership, then we can be 
led by the Spirit of God into prophetic declaration.  This is not a zealous rampant 
that can be initiated by our own flesh and reasoning.  Rather this is corporate 
revelation and declaration authorized by God, and this is corporate action that 
will produce revolution.  

(Bob is the founder and overseer of Rally Call Ministries and Rally Call Center in 
Austin, Texas. He is committed to being a spiritual father to the next generation of 
Ephesians 4 leaders through true apostolic relationships, training and impartation. 
The primary vehicle for leadership training is expressed through Rally Call Insti-
tute, a multi-faceted apostolic School of the Spirit in Austin. Bob also serves on 
the Apostolic Leadership Team of FMCI. Website:  www.rallycall.net ) 
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 We are finding ourselves having to deal with challenges that we did 
not have to deal with a few years ago and, in some cases, even a few 
months ago. The challenges that the powers of darkness are throwing at us 
cannot simply be met with troubled minds, can’t wait ’till we’re off the 
planet or, on the other end of the spectrum, plain ol’ grit-and-grind, shoul-
der-to-the-load attitudes. In order to get past the immediate shock and 
sense of hopelessness, we must see beyond the initial implications and see 
(1Cor.2:9-12) with a prophetic mindset like THE Prophet Jesus did 
(Deut.18:15; Matt.21:11; Lk.4:24; 7:16; Jn.6:14; Acts 3:22.) 

 In some settings, when I have mentioned prophetic declarations or 
prophetic thinking or prophetic mindset or prophetic lifestyle, many peo-
ple’s eyes just sort of glazed over as though they had just been given li-
cense to mentally go to sleep until the dismissal prayer when they would 
finally have an opportunity to escape a subject that didn’t apply to them. 
However, if we have been saved by THE Prophet Jesus (Acts 16:31; 
Rom.10:9) and have His Spirit and His likeness in us (Jn.6:56; 14:17,23; 
15:4; 1Jn.4:4,15-16), then we will have some of THE Prophet in us 
(Gal.4:19), including His mindset for challenges and opposition 
(Isa.54:17; Matt.8:26; Jn.6:6). When Goliath stood against David, David’s 
response was in essence, “You have come against me with typical weap-
ons and strategies but I come against you in the name of the Lord of hosts 
of Israel with all the implications and possibilities of His character.” 
David met the challenge of Goliath with assurance that God already had a 
strategy for what was to come and God had the power to carry it through. 

 When Elisha and his servant were targeted by the king of Syria (2Kings 6), 
all would likely have agreed that circumstances were dire and immutable because 
of the king’s anger, might and determination. The city was completely sur-
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rounded by the king’s army. The typical mindset about such a circumstance was 
hopelessness with an attitude of “We’ve just gotta grit our teeth and give in to 
what’s next. If we survive this, maybe something will change down the road”. At 
that point, there simply was no way of escape. 

 Elisha’s servant looked out the door the next morning and asked Elisha what 
they were going to do (2K.6:15) because there were “horses, chariots and a great 
army”. When describing deadly opposition, that is a mouthful of description. The 
servant could almost hear the sound of nails being hammered into his coffin. That 
question may have been more of a resignation to the circumstances than an in-
quiry as to desire for escape plans. In a carnal, human, cultural mindset it is possi-
ble to look at circumstances and decide they are a blatant announcement that any 
form of opposition or any attempt to plan in spite of them is fruitless. 

 If you have ever watched a weather report on TV you probably realize that 
the weatherman is coming to his conclusion as a result of prognostication. He 
sees a certain weather condition in the west and another kind of weather activity 
in the east and takes pressure readings along with cloud types and formations and 
then finally says, “It is going to rain tomorrow afternoon. You might want to take 
an umbrella to work with you.” He considers present conditions and other condi-
tions that appear to be developing in a certain manner and makes a decision that 
will affect many lives and plans. But the prophetic mindset does not consider 
present conditions and what might be developing. The prophetic mindset consid-
ers the Word of God that is not dependent upon circumstances coming together in 
just the right way at just the right time. Regardless of the overwhelming present 
circumstances, regardless of opinions and predictions from family and commu-
nity, Abraham did not focus on them but looked to the Word of God and the fu-
ture where he would walk out God’s promise. Rom.4:18—”When there was noth-
ing left to hope for, Abraham still hoped and believed. As a result, he became a 
father of many nations, as he had been told: ‘That is how many descendants you 
will have.’ 19  Abraham didn't weaken. Through faith he regarded the facts: His 
body was already as good as dead now that he was about a hundred years old, and 
Sarah was unable to have children. 20  He didn't doubt God's promise out of a 
lack of faith. Instead, giving honor to God for the promise, he became strong be-
cause of faith  21  and was absolutely confident that God would do what he prom-
ised.” (GW) 

 When the servant expressed his desperation there was only one solution the 
prophet could think of. Then he prayed, "LORD, please help him to see." And the 
LORD let the servant see that the hill was covered with fiery horses and flaming 
chariots all around Elisha. (2K.6:17, CEV) Not only were there more horses and 
chariots than the enemy had, they were a superior form of horses and chariots to 
what the enemy had—let me just say, they were a far more superior form than the 
enemy had. God is in the fight. He is present in the struggle because He has al-
ready gone ahead and is not caught by surprise. The government of the Kingdom 
of God is superior to any other government in every way. 

 It is significant to note that in this context the man Elisha prayed for is sim-
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ply called “the servant”. That is what he was. He was nothing more. He was not 
any type of clergy or minister or skilled person of any kind. He doesn’t even have 
enough status for his name to be mentioned in this story. He could perform me-
nial tasks and carry water, yet he saw what the prophet saw. When God answered 
Elisha’s prayer, even a mere servant without any qualifications was granted pro-
phetic sight. Although no one else of any rank throughout all of Syria could see 
the army of God, the servant and the prophet were able to see and stand in God’s 
protection and provision. The prophets are not the only ones who are supposed to 
be seeing into the plans and purposes of God in this hour. We each have the capa-
bility through the enablement of Holy Spirit to have a prophetic mindset and par-
ticipate in the defeat of the enemy. 

 In the fifth century Irish pirates attacked Britain and captured 16 year-old 
Patrick. He was forced into slavery for six years. He then managed to escape and 
returned to his family in Britain. 

 After being trained in his family’s church, he returned to Ireland where he 
had been forced into slavery for six years. He returned because he believed that 
God could turn a nation around. When he arrived, Ireland was under the influence 
of the Druids and human sacrifice was the order of the day. It had become ac-
cepted as a way of life and was never questioned. 

 Patrick knew he had to simplify his message in order to reach the nation of 
Ireland. So, he left off heavy theological content and simply preached that Jesus 
was the only sacrifice required and now there is no need for any sacrifice human 
or animal. A powerful move of God swept over Ireland and for the next 200 years 
it was a Christian nation and righteousness was the order of the day. 

 Patrick had a mindset that looked beyond immediate impossibilities and 
saw that Ireland could be turned to God and become a righteous nation. 
With that mindset and vision working in him, he set about the task of turning a 
nation to God Almighty and did so with only word-of-mouth advertising which 
spoke of the righteous workings of the power of God. Patrick did not look at pre-
sent circumstances and long for a better-day-to-come but set his heart and mind 
to getting the nation to God. 

 The prophetic mind can see what others simply cannot. Jesus was in com-
munion with the Father and had His mind, His manner of thinking (Matt.14:23; 
Jn.5:19 “likewise” means “in the same way”). The mindset that is not prophetic 
only looks at present conditions. The prophetic mindset looks at what shall be. 
Abraham only considered Sarah’s dead womb. But God considered the life He 
was going to put in that womb and did not hesitate to inform Abram that his seed 
would be as the number of the stars of the sky (Gen.15:5). Prophetic minds have 
God’s perspective on what is and what shall be and refuse to be bound by the 
limitations of the poverty of the human experience, and refuse to get into agree-
ment with it by speaking it. 

 Our confession must come into agreement with what already is: the will and 
purposes of God (Mt.6:10). Jn.6:6—”for He Himself knew what He would do.” 
THEN comes:  Matt.16:19—“I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven 
and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
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* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.

Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com
PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US
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