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I awoke in a funk. When my eyes opened, the weight of unresolved
situations and unanswered prayers was already smothering my hope for
the day. I sat up and said, “Father, I’m not going to whine and list the
stuff that is squeezing my heart. Neither will I foolishly demand that You
do something quick or I quit, but I do honestly want to ask: How should I
think? How do I deal with the troubles in my face this morning, longstanding issues that have not the slightest evidence of even being on Your
radar? I see no hint of things in motion or even the slightest chance of
change. What do I do?”
He answered immediately, “Stay still and stay thankful.” His answer
was both sudden and surprising, but the instructions were clear. I embarked on a journey that morning, one of those unmapped trips that bring
you to intersections you did not anticipate. I was about to discover that
some foundational concepts in my Christian world, like peace and trust
and faith, connected in ways that I had never realized.
Stillness was my first hurdle. Two scriptures came to mind. The first
was Jn 14:1, Let not your heart be troubled. I had taught on that scripture
a few times and knew it meant “don’t let your heart be agitated, tossed to
and fro, restless, perplexed with doubt, stirred up, struck with fear and
dread or anxious and distressed”. Since I had woken up in that very condition, my challenge was to find a way out of the troubling. After rereading my own notes, I knew one positive step was to hold my peace, or keep
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my mouth shut. Peace leaves our heart on the wings of our words and all
that is left is Trouble’s rubble. Refraining from rehearsing my troubles
would keep me from getting peace-depleted! The other scripture that
came to me was, Psa. 46:10, Be still and know that I am God. Be still
there means “to loosen up or become less intense”, so that was the second
positive step I needed to take. The Message puts Psa. 46:10 this way,
"Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving look at me, your High God,
above politics, above everything." Getting to stillness would involve focusing on Him instead of the unanswered prayers and nagging changelessness. I was on the way to getting still, but staying still would prove to be
another challenge.
It took a few weeks for me to realize that in order to stay still I had to
get to a new place of trust in God. I had to willingly and actively keep
trust in the cross-hairs of my awareness. I began to picture trust as that
middle point on a seesaw where you are neither up nor down. In that
place, circumstances cannot get you uptight in high anxiety with your
whole body stressed and straining, nor can the situation cause you to hit
the bottom in despair or discouragement or depression. Trust is a place
where you do not live by what you SEE or SAW but by confidence in
God and His steady, unmovable faithfulness. From that early morning
conversation, I had learned that I would have to stay alert and rein in my
thoughts in obedient follow-through daily, if not hourly.
Trust is not refusing to think or just being purposely passive. It takes
deliberate effort not to teeter-totter in the contrary winds of circumstances
or emotions. In order to stay in the steadiness of trust, we must choose to
ease down from uptight stress or climb up out of the mulligrubs of disappointment. If you picture a sure-footed stand on either side of that middle
balance-point of a seesaw, you can see that standing strong and keeping
your head straight (not leaning to our own understanding but trusting in
the Lord with all our heart, Pro 3:5) involves a bend of the knee while
you counter the ups and downs of life. The effort is outward, but the rest
from threats and what-ifs is inward. So at the very least, stillness that
comes from trusting God can bring us to physical healing just because it
brings relief from stress. Trust is being still because you know He is God,
and trust works in tandem with faith to experience God’s will being done.
I believe we can see it in Heb 11:6, Anyone who wants to approach God
must believe both that he exists and that he cares enough to respond to
those who seek him. We believe He exists because we have faith in His
word, and trust is our confidence that He can be approached and will respond. Sometimes I think our trust in God is shaken because we don’t see
the results we thought faith promised. At those times, being still and re-
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fusing to be shaken may boil down to holding on to God more than what
we thought He said or what we thought He meant.
Hebrews 11:6, also says that without faith it is impossible to please
God. Our stillness may be challenged if we misunderstand that part of the
scripture. We must understand that pleasing our loving Father is different
from pleasing others. Pleasing God is not the same as pleasing the boss or
pleasing a task-master or pleasing a judge or pleasing the powers that be
in the human realm. God is not affected by humanness, and He is not so
shallow that pleasing Him is about emotions or preferences or moods that
humans or Greek gods seem to be fraught with. Neither is pleasing God a
matter of our worth or value to Him as is the case in a master-slave relationship.
Faith is the key to His pleasure because faith is how we receive the
deposits of His love or the changes His will causes or the manifestations
of His Original Intent in our lives. It brings God pleasure for people to
experience His good will toward men and His beauty for ashes and His
making the impossible possible. Our faith and trust in Him is our stand of
agreement that opens the earth and the circumstances and the day and the
moment to Him. So, our complete confidence in Him is like a portal for
His entry and workings in our life, and that pleases Him. Recently, the
Lord illustrated this vividly for me. I awoke from a nap hearing the Holy
Spirit say, “Kathy, your confidence in me becomes my access to you and
your situation.” Immediately, I saw a cylinder around me. It was bright
white in its interior circular wall. Although I could only see so far up into
the distance above my head, I knew the cylinder stretched into the heavens. The corridor seemed to be a straight shot from me to God and I had a
knowing that it passed right through second heaven without interference.
Being in that cylinder was like being in a gigantic artery from my heart to
His, and the artery had no plaque build-up, fear or doubt or unbelief that
could block His supernatural flow. The vision convinced me that my
complete confidence in God forms an unhindered path for Him into my
life, and confidence filled my being. Stillness seemed definitely doable.
Stay Still had been only the first instruction. The second was, Stay
Thankful. That seemed somewhat of a contradictory challenge because it
involved facing the troubling again that I had turned from to get still.
Sometimes we can simply walk forward and leave past conditions behind,
but this time I had to go back to find where I had exchanged or laid aside
my, ‘Thank you, Lord’. Genuine thankfulness required that I go back and
find God’s goodness and mercy and presence and purpose there among
the unanswered prayers and unchanged issues. This time I could not wal-

SEEC Magazine

6

June/July 2018

low in my emotions but rather stand separate from them and find God in
the mix. I gathered the truths out of the rubble. Even in the unchanging
daily grind, He was there and aware because He is God. He was looking
out for me during the struggles and fears because His love for me is constant. He had good plans for the outcome of each concern because He is
good. He would never leave me to Trouble’s threats or whims because
He is faithful. I had to look again to see Him there, and to see Him there
reminded me that He is aware and He is good and He is faithful. That
made me thankful.
Basically, Father told me to guard my attitude and my gratitude, and I
learned the surest way to do that is to make trust a priority every time a
contrary wind stings my face. My confidence in Him cannot be passive
nor frail. It must be a deliberate daily decision. Thankfulness too is a
daily deliberate decision. For me that decision starts when I remind my
soul that He is good and He is in the moment.
In the last two months, I have been in several conversations with upset and anxious people. Hearing their circumstances makes me understand their distress, but mid-conversation I hear again the instructions I
heard that morning to stay still and stay thankful. I want to say to them, “I
know it is a challenge when you are anxious and what-ifs are erupting in
your thoughts and shooting holes in every hope that raises its head, but
find the quiet stillness of confidence in God. Then be thankful that opens
the door to Him and He is already on the doorstep.”
(Kathy will be speaking at the DREAMS VISIONS AND PROPHECY
Seminar September 14-16, 2018 at Grace International Church Willis,TX.)
The month of JUNE IS FOR
CHOOSING TO WALK IN
THE RIGHT WAY and
making every decision to
please God so we can bear
fruit to His glory and have
a rich experience in Him.
“We pray that you would
walk in the ways of true
righteousness, pleasing God
in every good thing you do.
Then you’ll become fruitbearing branches, yielding
to his life, and maturing in
the rich experience of
knowing God in his fullness!” (Col.1:10, TPT)
Meme created by Melissa Gabler—Sterling Regard Photography
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A key in studying eschatology is the word until. In Acts 3:21, it says
the heavens must retain Jesus until the restoration of all things. The word
“retain” or “remain” is only implied. The real emphasis is on His location
at the right hand. Peter, in his second sermon, was saying that Christ must
remain at the right hand of Father God until the restoration of all things as
prophesied by the prophets. This restoration is in chronos time which is
calendar time, clock time, historical time. This promised restoration takes
place in history in a time, space, matter world, not after history is over and
the eternal age has fully come. It is happening. It started with the empty
tomb and continues until His visible, bodily, victorious, glorious return. If
we are understanding what Peter is saying, then Jesus cannot come back at
any minute. Sovereignly He can, of course, but not historically or prophetically.
God designed history to move purposefully, progressively and prophetically toward a goal that He intended. No one can predict the time or
hour, but the word says He is seated at the right hand of His Father until
all His enemies are under His feet. Psa 110:1 - The LORD says to my
Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for
Your feet." And according to 1Cor 15, all His enemies before the last one
will be subdued in history. The last one is not subdued until His return.
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There are three words we need to especially note in 1Cor 15:
“telos” (end), “parousia” (coming) and “eschatos” (last). The eschatos
(last) enemy is death. It was defeated by Jesus legally, covenantly and
judicially, but it will not be abolished until our resurrection. I think
“until” in our theology could clear up end-time concerns.
The until in Eph 4, gives us five-fold ministry until we all come into
the unity of the faith, into the stature of the fullness of the measure of
Christ. His intention was the perfecting and the full equipping of the
saints (His consecrated people), [that they should do] the work of ministering toward building up Christ's body (the church), [That it might develop] until we all attain oneness in the faith and in the comprehension of
the [full and accurate] knowledge of the Son of God, that [we might arrive] at really mature manhood (the completeness of personality which is
nothing less than the standard height of Christ's own perfection), the
measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ and the completeness
found in Him. Eph 4:12,13 AMP
All that was before Christ was from God, but it was preparatory and
prophetic until the fullness come. It was according to his plan that he set
forth in Christ to usher in the fullness of the times and to gather up all
things in Christ, both things in heaven and things on earth. Eph 1:10 ISV.
For God was pleased to have all of his fullness live in him., Col 1:19 ISV.
Through Christ who himself existed before all things, and by him all
things hold together, (Col. 1:17 ISV) the Covenant was brought to a
whole new level that fulfills the Old and releases the New. He is also the
head of the body, which is the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he himself might have first place in everything, Col
1:18 ISV. The Son had headship after the beginning of the first creation.
Then after His redeeming work in earth, He returned to heaven and was
assigned headship again, or was recapped. This recapitulation also encompasses God’s people being redefined to function under the authority
of the headship of Jesus Christ. The Church is going to walk out what the
prophets prophesied and the apostles of the New Covenant taught. The
Body of Christ is being equipped to become the agents of restoration in
the Church and in the nation. Through them prophetic hope is restored.
The word restore means “to repair, to set in order, to complete”. It
means to set a broken bone so that it heals correctly. It means to repair
damaged fishing nets. God fixes us so that we can function. A restored
Church, an equipped Church is a mature Church. History has yet to see
the Church that is mature in unity, ministry, doctrine and relationships,
but it will before Jesus returns. This until that we are in the process of
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moving toward is not something for after we die. This is not millennial
stuff. This is Isaiah 65 stuff, new heavens and new earth.
Jesus ascended far above all principalities and powers that He might fill all
things. He is filling all things with Himself. He sends you and I where He is
filling things, like in civil government, the marketplace and the media. The antidote for disinformation in these mountains is disciples. Disciples displace disinformation. Disinformation revises history to make people believe lies are truth.
Fake news is not a new thing. The fullness Church will fill everything with
Christ. A Church like that can deal with tyrannical governments and degenerate
cultures. A Church like that can accomplish the eternal purpose of God. There is
a turning in the Body of Christ so that a nation can turn. The Church is the rudder to set the course. If we don’t like what is in the culture, it is time to hit our
knees and pray on the level we are called to pray, as ecclesia with keys to the
Kingdom to bind and loose, allow and disallow and govern on behalf of our exalted King. We sit with Holy Ghost, Father and Son by the Spirit and hear and
then declare their counsel in the earth.
We love His appearing but let us not get trapped in a theology that disengages us from the great commission and dominion mandate. This is our day.
The issue is not, “How long do we have?” The issue is what we do with today as
we move toward until.
(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local
churches across the nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle
Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching apostle with a
passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new
book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other
materials may be found at his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the office
972-283-2262.)
PLANNING AHEAD: FMCI ANNUAL CONFERENCE with Jim Hodges and Dutch
Sheets is October 29-31, 2018 at KingdomLifeCC in Frisco,TX www.fmci.org
God is digging deeper into our lives to get more out of the way; digging
deeper into layers to get out those things which are unnecessary, so we can
get more done, so that we may function to a greater degree in coming
months. He is digging deeper so that where we haven’t accomplished anything we will be able to accomplish something; so that where we have accomplished something, we will be able to accomplish more. He is scraping
more layers off so we can be in the Kingdom what we are supposed to be so
that we may have the effect we are supposed to have.
Heb.12:1 “Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses [who have borne testimony to the Truth], let us strip off and throw
aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so readily
(deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, and let us run with patient
endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of the
race that is set before us, (Amp) — MG
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We believers are prophets, priests and kings. We are prophets in that
we can hear God and speak what we hear. We are priests in that we can
fellowship with God and commune with Him and intercede. We are kings
in that we can stand and decree the word of God and break the powers of
darkness. We are sitting in heavenly places with Christ Jesus and we look
down on a foe that has already been defeated. After the death, burial, resurrection and ascension, we see that Jesus did not come down to get a
kingdom, He went up to get a Kingdom. He went up before the Ancient
of Days and the Father said for the Son to sit while He gave Him the nations. Psa 110:1 The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until
I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet." Therefore, Jesus will not
ignore or defy the Father’s plans and intent. Jesus has to sit until Father
does what He said He would do, so He cannot come just any minute.
As the evil age comes to a close and the Kingdom comes to power
and strength, the word of God begins to cover the earth like the waters
cover the seas and the whole earth is being filled with His glory. As one
age gets weaker, the other gets stronger. The signs of the new age are not
negative but positive. Things begin to go from glory to glory, from faith
to faith. He poured His Spirit out so sons and daughters could prophesy
and have dreams and visions. We could name many more of the positive
signs of the Age to Come increasing like the mustard seed. The Kingdom
is increasing like leaven. Satan and his evil age weakens and God and His
Kingdom grow in power. When we read Malachi or Isaiah 2, in the latter
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days of Satan’s rule, the mountain of the Lord is going to be established.
And the nations are going to come up to the mountain of the House of the
Lord and say, “Teach us His ways.” They are going to know what we
have. They don’t want what we have right now that is in the institutional
fiber. They want the revelation of God’s rule and power over a defeated
foe. There was a definitive defeat of Satan. The strongman has already
been bound. It’s done. That defeat is progressively carried out by the
power of the Holy Spirit through the Church. Definitively, progressively
and finally, it is done. There is coming a final day and Satan’s influence
will end on this earth.
In Isaiah 65, this new age is called the new heavens and new earth.
The old heavens and old earth were under the administration of the Old
Covenant. In that, Satan could go before God and accuse us. In the new
heavens and the new earth we are under the administration of the New
Covenant and Satan cannot go before God and condemn us. We have an
advocate sitting at the right hand of the Father. There is a new administration and new age that we are already a part of. This new age has only begun, but it fully comes when Jesus Christ comes again. We already sit in
heavenly places with Christ, (Eph 2:6). In one sense if I were to die right
now, my spirit does not go anywhere because I am already there. I will
have a fuller revelation of where I am already. So we need not fear death.
Jesus has already broken the sting of it. Isaiah 65, says that people start
living longer because of health and prosperity. Death is not an issue after
Jesus comes because He abolishes it.
We need to keep primary things primary. Anytime we see resurrection, it is always connected to the last day or the end. In John 12, something else happens on the last day. John 12:48 - He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. John 5:28, 29 Marvel
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, And shall come forth. [Everyone is resurrected on
the last day.] They come out of their graves: those who have done good
will rise and live, and those who have done evil will rise and be condemned.
Here are the events of the last day when Jesus comes. When He
comes the last enemy, death, will be defeated. That is the resurrection
from the dead. At that point, history is over and there is no more time.
There will be a catching away when He comes with all those who have
already died, and their temporary time in heaven is over. Those that are
alive will be caught up with those who have already been in heaven and
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we all receive a new body. We all come back to live on this earth where
the new age totally breaks forth as the new heavens and new earth where
there is total righteousness. All death is done away with and all sin is
done away. There is no more temptation of sin. There are signs of all of
this, but we must first quit looking at negative signs that dealt with His
first coming and the closing of the door of Israel. We look to the new era
where everything is progressing and increasing like the mustard seed and
like Daniel 2, (the little rock growing into a mountain that fills the whole
earth). The increase cannot be stopped. God will complete what He has
started and Satan and the evil age will continue to be progressively and
totally defeated as the Church takes off its blinders and knows our position in Jesus Christ. Then we will stand up in kingly rule in the power of
the Lord and give decrees. For example when Jesus said to say to the
mountain to be removed, He meant the temple on the mountain to be removed. The temple system had become demonized and He was saying to
the evil system to be removed. That is kingly stuff. In A.D. 70, that demonized temple did come down. May we, the Church, also start speaking
to demonized systems to be removed.
As this Kingdom grows, the nations will start coming to it, just as the
birds of the air come to the tree that grew from the tiny mustard seed.
They come where God’s presence, power and rule is manifesting the
Kingdom of God. The reign of Jesus Christ, from the time He sat down to
rule until His second coming, is called a thousand years. A thousand indicates bringing something to its completion. A thousand indicates bringing
the revelation of the Father into the fullness of His glory. Jesus is in
heaven right now. He is reigning right now. He is not coming back to
earth to be King, He is King right now. Jesus sits in dominion over the
nations now, so the devil cannot deceive them when we preach the gospel.
The challenge to us is to get the gospel right and preach it. Our nation
belongs to the Lord. It is not going to hell. Islam is coming down in this
nation because it belongs to the Lord. I pray the Lord receive the reward
for His sufferings. He suffered for this nation.
In His sovereign, providential rule, God is in control and arranging all
things. The nations belong to God. This earth belongs to God. Satan
never owned this earth. All he is ruling over right now is people that have
been blinded. Satan did not become owner of the earth when Adam fell.
Everything simply got perverted as the devil came in through the darkened mind of fallen man and he brought in deception and lies.
Deut. 29:29 - "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, [that
is His sovereign rule] but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons
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forever, that we may observe [obey] all the words of this law, [this is redemptive rule]. Isa 55:8-9 is His providential rule of the nations. "For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are
My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts. In
Romans 11, when it talks about Israel and the gentiles and God’s plan,
Israel’s branches were broken off because of unbelief and would be
grafted back in through the gentiles later. The rich wisdom of God and
His unsearchable judgments and His ways are too much for man to know.
It is like we have permission to understand the first 400 pages of a 2000
page book, because the remainder is mysteries. In the Bible, the redemptive Kingdom of God was hidden in the Old Covenant and revealed in the
New by the Holy Spirit. He reveals the love of the Father and the redemptive rule of Christ, but in His providential rule we don’t know everything and can’t know it. In that area, we see things dimly. Job repented
over misunderstanding God’s sovereign rule. He and his friends were
dialoging about God being wrong and God came and basically said Job
was talking trash. Job replied that he was talking what he had been
taught. When Job saw the dynamic of God in His power and His rule, he
fell down and repented that he had darkened God’s counsel without
knowledge. Even Isaiah had to get his lips cleaned up. There is a lot of
cleaning up going on in these days.
When God makes a promise, we have to rely on His goodness. Satan
always wants to tempt us to doubt His goodness. When God makes a
promise, we start putting sense-knowledge to that promise. That’s what
Israel did with the promise of the Messiah. With their sense-knowledge
they decided that meant the Messiah would come and set up an earthly
throne at the temple and defeat Rome. When we put sense-knowledge to
a promise of God, we expect Him to fulfill promises according to our
thinking. When He does not do so, we get offended. So much of the
Body of Christ is offended right now because they tried to take the sovereign rule of God and the providential rule of God and put senseknowledge to it to demand He fulfill their expectations. This is evident in
some of the preaching we hear. A man handed me a book in which he had
listed every penny he had ever given to God. At the end of the book he
wrote, 100-fold return. In his sense-knowledge, he had figured out every
penny that God owed him and held that as the promise of a 100-fold return. However, we don’t get to decide how God will fulfill promise. That
man was offended and it broke up his home. It is dangerous to put your
sense-knowledge to the promises of God. It is dangerous to listen to men
in pulpits who take the promises of God and lock them down in their
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sense-knowledge. We do not know what God’s sovereign rule will look
like, so we have to trust in His goodness. We have to be confident of how
good He is.
The highest satisfaction on planet earth is to obey the Father without
understanding why. That satisfaction is not in the reward but in the doing.
He put Adam and Eve in the garden and put everything in there to satisfy
them, but there was a higher satisfaction. There were two trees and they
could eat of the tree of life but not of the other. He wanted them to trust
in His goodness and obey without knowing why. In this new era, we dare
not make a list for God to follow. God is about to reveal His goodness to
us and draw us to trust in His goodness and in His promises and be obedient without understanding. Jesus demonstrated this in His own life. In
John 4, Jesus told them He had to go by Samaria. He obeyed a lot of
times and didn’t know why. After speaking with the Samaritan woman,
as Father had orchestrated, He told the disciples that He had accomplished
something more satisfying than eating the food they’d brought. Many
Christians are healed and have their needs met and are still not satisfied
because only one thing gives real satisfaction. This satisfaction has nothing to do with rewards. This satisfaction frees us from our desires. God
created man as an under-ruler to be under God. We are created to be
ruled. When Adam and Eve came out from under God’s rule, they looked
at the tree with desire. That was not wise, and their own desires began to
rule them. Obeying God without understanding why frees you from your
desires so that you enter the highest satisfaction possible. We are in a new
era and we will have to obey without understanding why and trust that
God is good and will work all things out for good. We are not going to
require He meet our expectations because that will leave us set up for disappointment and being offended at God. He is sovereign and cannot be
manipulated or controlled. Our stance is confidence in Him and His
goodness. We can leave the outcomes to Him and expect this new era to
be full of surprises!
(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis. He is the
lead teacher at the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is
at 10:00am each Sunday. To contact him about speaking engagements
or to purchase his 160 page study manual on the Kingdom of God, call
Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;
Email: wolluf@consolidated.net)
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Passion is often described in terms of those things that are irresistible
to or strike a deep emotional chord within the human soul. A passionate
person is viewed by others as one who may have zest for life, clearly defined goals, strong work ethic and other admirable traits. Purpose in life
is born out of passion. That said, it is of paramount importance for all
sons and daughters of God that passion in life be grounded in the love of
the Father. Otherwise, passion and purpose may be found in unwholesome, unhealthy and ungodly life pursuits.
My favorite person in the Bible who exemplifies passion is King
David. My favorite event of his life is the encounter with Goliath. We all
remember the story in 1 Samuel 17 where David is sent by his father to
deliver supplies to his brothers who are engaged with King Saul and the
army of Israel against the Philistines. David arrives on the scene only to
witness the giant Goliath standing alone in the field of battle, cursing and
demeaning the army of Israel. The giant challenged Israel to send out one
man to fight against him in a winner-take-all battle.
While the army of Israel had become paralyzed by this towering warrior, David became energized. The warrior spirit arose within this teenage
king, and he could not contain himself. He shouted, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine who dares to taunt us?” His brothers rebuked him,
but David responded back to them, “Have you forgotten your history?”
Undaunted by the fear of his brothers, he immediately declared that he
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would fight the giant. He approached King Saul and convinced him that
God would deliver the head of the giant to him. The rest, as they say, is
history!
We often speak of Goliath as something or someone who is huge and
overpowering. However, it is important to note that the name, Goliath, is
translated in the Hebrew to mean, Exposer, Revealer, and Uncoverer. It
speaks of someone or some thing that is large and overpowering. Specifically, it refers to that person or thing that exposes weaknesses in a nation,
much like Goliath did in 1 Samuel 17. Goliath can be a person and/or a
demon spirit. His passion is to remove all opponents from a land and then
impose his own evil agenda. Additionally, this removal is not simply to
remove a people group, it is intended to remove all traces of that group’s
culture, traditions and history.
Make no mistake, Goliath’s purpose that day on the battlefield was to
obliterate Israel and remove every trace of their existence from the planet.
He was filled with the passion of hatred and evil. He was an intimidating
figure that had paralyzed a king and an entire army with fear.
David, on the other hand, was filled with the passion of love for God
and His nation. When he witnessed this battlefield event, it became the
defining moment of his life and destiny. It was much more than an
anointing that came upon him. It was a deep love for the Father and the
irresistible need to step up and do something. He arose out of passion for
good, not a hatred of the evil that was facing off with him. He was a worshipper, and from his worship he arose as a warrior.
Out of David’s passion came bold faith. He ran to the battle and
squared off with the giant. As the giant cursed David by his gods, David
boldly declared that he would have the giant’s head momentarily. He released the rock from his sling and felled Goliath with a single shot to the
head. Clearly, this rock was a prophetic representation of the Messiah
who would come and permanently bruise the head (Genesis 3:15) of
Satan. Is it no wonder that Jesus would be known as the Son of David?
Passion and bold faith are conceived in intimacy with God, and it is in
intimacy that love grows deep, passion grows strong, and faith grows
boldly. David was known for his ability to touch the heart of the Father
through his worship, and from that place of intimacy he developed a quiet
trust in the father’s love for him. It was the heart of love and quiet trust
that fueled David’s passion for good to prevail over evil.
Edmund Burke is noted for his quote, All that is necessary for the
triumph of evil is that good men do nothing. Thank God, we have a
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President who continues to serve out of love for our nation. In the face of
continuous barrages from critics, he sets his hand to the plow to reset
America back onto the right path. While not a perfect human, he is God’s
appointed leader for this era in our history. We, as the body of Christ,
must also take our place as American citizens and let our voice be heard.
I am also thankful that many today are not like the army of Israel who was
paralyzed with fear over the threats and curses of Goliath. I am blessed by
church leaders who refuse to exercise political correctness out of fear that their
convictions will cost their tax exemption status. I am encouraged by those who
speak truth about homosexuality, human trafficking, abortion, the educational
systems, wickedness in government and media and other “Goliath” issues in our
nation that are designed to annihilate our culture, traditions and history. I am
proud of Believers who no longer hide behind the stain glass windows of the
church systems convinced that these events are signs of the times and hallmarks
of the soon return of Jesus.
We can all do something within our sphere of influence to make a difference.
Let the passion of your heart ignite and release the fire of the Father’s love to
change your world and influence others for the good. Support the prayer movements that continue to turn America back to the Father. Be a voice to declare
righteousness. Stand up and be counted among those with the passion of David
who will not allow the Goliath spirit to taunt us any longer. We have been given
all authority and power in heaven and earth to do good! Let’s cast our Rock into
the head of the serpent and get on with building our Father’s Kingdom in earth as
it is in heaven!
(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife in Frisco,TX. Larry’s
latest book is titled The Orphan Heart and has impacted many lives. A number
of churches have used the book as a study guide for weekly classes. He is also
the author of Kingdom Life—Finding Life Beyond Church. In that book you will
discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church
experience often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is
found in the kingdom of God. Contact info: www.kingdomlife.org)
Father’s strength and wisdom are available for defeated people to take the
first step after not moving against things that have defeated them in past seasons. The time of not doing something about defeating-factors is over. It is time
to take the first step toward resolve of relationship problems with family; taking the first step out of a habit, victimization, porno, poverty, abuse. The first
step will be admitting there is a problem and wanting the answer, even if it
means we have to put forth some effort and make some changes. The first step
will be to not wait for others and not wait for those circumstances to change,
but begin the change in us.
First Step Plan:
1.) Admit there is a problem 2.) Identify that problem 3.) Begin taking steps to
change while looking to the Word of God and Spirit of God for strength.
Ps.37:23 “The steps of a [good] man are directed and established by the Lord
when He delights in his way [and He busies Himself with his every
step].” (Amp) — MG
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Have you ever been praying and all of a sudden words fall out of your
mouth that stop you in your tracks because they came straight from your
spirit? That happened to me recently while praying over our nation. I was
praying about the deep-seated darkness being exposed, then I heard myself saying this, "Angels attend to the harvest." I all of a sudden realized
that I have had a particular paradigm about "harvest" and in that moment
it was turned upside down.
I realized in that moment that "harvest" to me has always referred to
either people getting saved or financial blessing. In that moment, I immediately knew it was time for the wicked to receive their harvest. In other
words, it is time for the wicked to reap what they have sown, and angels
are seeing to that harvesting!
"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked [He will not allow Himself
to be ridiculed, nor treated with contempt nor allow His precepts to be
scornfully set aside]; for whatever a man sows, this and this only is what
he will reap. For the one who sows to his flesh [his sinful capacity, his
worldliness, his disgraceful impulses] will reap from the flesh ruin and
destruction, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life." (Galatians 6:7-8 Amplified).
As my hair stood on end, I realized this is the chaotic shriek we are
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hearing on a daily basis throughout this nation. The wicked ARE receiving their harvest because they have mocked the Great I AM. The humanistic spirit of this age thought it killed God. Oops!
Darkness has an expiration date and its number has been
called. The Hosts of Heaven are currently attending to that matter. "For
the one who sows to his flesh [his sinful capacity, his worldliness, his disgraceful impulses] will reap from the flesh ruin and destruction." There it
is in rather simple language. This corrupt spirit has been defying, challenging and ridiculing the original intent of God and its time is up. God's
intent is the only thing that carries life and blessing. Anything outside of
that is an enemy of God and will surely self destruct ...with some help
from Angel Armies.
Is this the end? It is for some very old wickedness. It has mocked
God and is getting crushed to oblivion. We have to remember this when
the battle is this intense. Hey, if those who have sown to the flesh are
reaping destruction, then the other side of that coin is heaven on earth!
"But the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
Let us not grow weary or become discouraged in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap, if we do not give in." (Gal. 6:8-9 AMP) Don't
push this promise off to someday when you die. God's original intent is
for us to be heaven-on-earth during our lifetime. Heaven is invading earth
right now. This harvest is here for both sides of this coin! While the corrupt are meeting their corruption the just are receiving their promises.
This is a beautiful time to be alive. We get to see the justice and goodness of a God that will never be mocked. You can be assured of that! Angels,
attend to the harvest!
(Get your calendar out! September 14-16, 2018 Melissa will be speaking and
leading worship at DREAMS VISIONS PROPHECY Seminar at Grace International Willis,TX)
(Rev.3:8) “I HAVE SET before you an open door and no man can shut it”
No man has set, no happen-chance circumstance has set, no fluke or calendar
hiccup has set, no turmoil or trauma or luck-of-the-draw has set a door before
you. BUT the Word says.... I HAVE SET AN OPEN DOOR.
SET: (Thayer) to give one something to his advantage; to give to one who is
asking; to supply, furnish necessary things; to give over to one’s care, entrust; to
commission.
1Cor.16:9 “a great door and effectual is opened unto me... and there are many
adversaries [those that oppose, that which opposes].”
The Word says that there are many adversaries BUT... not many impossibilities.
There are things that oppose and things that are contrary but it does not say
“impossibilities”. Don’t forget what Jesus Himself has said: “I HAVE overcome the
world” (Jn.16:33) NOT “I will eventually overcome the world” .
Remind the enemy of the Footprint on his neck! (Josh.10:24-25)
Declare: I have a future because my Lord has set an open door before me.—MG
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When God wants to shift a person or nation, He’ll find someone who
will allow the presence of God to freely flow through them. Then starting
with His PRESENCE, He changes their life forever. We see this in the
life of Moses and his burning bush experience. Moses did not seek God
out, but God chooses to whom He will reveal Himself, and He always
starts with His PRESENCE.
Read for yourself how His presence changed Jacob (Israel). Jacob
was a scoundrel, a liar, a cheat and a usurper, but one dream of an open
Heaven and a ladder from Heaven to earth with angels ascending and descending had a huge impact on his life. Jacob could not deny the presence
of God in that experience, nor could he deny his awareness of an open
heaven from that time onward. To live aware of an open Heaven pertains
to truth of scripture and revelation that God has given us. Being aware of
an open heaven enables us to see what hasn’t happened instead of living
solely from what has happened. Living unaware of an open Heaven and
His promises has “missed opportunity“ written all over it.
Jacob had not been seeking God’s presence, but God was seeking
him. God wanted to make known to him his future destiny. Jacob was
totally unaware that God was going to seek him out and relate to him, but
he did. Oh yes, Jacob realized his Grandpa Abraham had a promise from
God and that his dad, Isaac, had blessed him, but he was not that vested
spiritually up to this point.
What about us? We rock along serving God to the best of our abili-
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ties, unaware that God is about to show up and show off. Wait a minute,
let’s set a guideline here. Even in Jacob’s lack of seeking, he was at least
responsive to God’s presence. He was so thrilled with the prospect of the
content of the dream that he confessed in Gen. 28:16, “Surely the Lord is
in this place; and I knew it not!” (Sounds like some of us. Even when
God’s presence is thick, we can be “asleep at the wheel.”) Jacob declared,
“This is God’s house. This is the Gate of Heaven.” God created an access
for Jacob, and it’s the same open Heaven He’s revealing to us!
Jacob was a forerunner of us all. He’d “get spiritual” only when he
“had to” or when it was so real he couldn’t deny it. This is where and
when Jacob vowed his first vow: “If God’s blessings are with me on my
journey and if God keeps me and brings me back in one piece to my family, I'll tithe on everything.” Hmmm, I wonder where he learned that?
We really know God’s presence impacted him if he’s gonna tithe!
The thought of God’s presence festered in him in his years with Laban his father-in-law. (Once you have an encounter like he did, you never
forget it. The reality is forever etched in your spirit and it yearns for
more.) Then he returns in Gen. 37:10 (MSG), I don’t deserve all the love
and the loyalty you’ve shown me. And that night before, he slept, he rehearsed the former dream and words God spoke to him about his ancestors. Sometime that night a man wrestled with Jacob and Jacob was getting the best of him. When the man saw he couldn’t get the best of Jacob
as they wrestled, he deliberately threw his hip out of joint and said, “Let
me go!” “No, not until you bless me,” Jacob answered. The man said,
“What’s your name?” When Jacob answered, the man said, “From now
on, it’s Israel.” That may not have been the blessing he was looking for,
but it was accompanied by God’s presence.
Jacob said, “Your presence was always with me, even with my Uncle
Laban cheating me. Your presence included your favor and your gracious
attitude toward me. You were thinking of me and my future even when I
did not spend my time seeking you.” God wants His presence to be more
prevalent in our lives, and we need to allow Him to be in us and to be on
us. He wants us to be a resting place for Him. God will not entrust Himself to untrustworthy people. One of the best definitions I’ve heard is,
“He will entrust us with the measure of His presence we are willing to
guard!” He is in us in a measure, but He will show us more of Himself as
we truly want more of Him, as we truly desire and steward His presence.
(If you’ve ever read David’ s Psalms, you’ll know what I’m talking
about.) You’re not going to hang with anyone you don’t have a symbiotic
relationship with. It is hard to imagine that our Lord, Creator, Healer has
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made Himself available to us when we never sought Him. By His own
initiative, He first allowed us to taste of knowing Him. We learn what
patience is and what love is from His presence. I’ve found that He will
not compromise for my desires outside of Him, but for my sake He will
direct my path and lead me into a fruitful life of service that glorifies Him.
(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop
for the Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The
Heart Ministries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-8655464. Kathy and I have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast:
www.somewhereintimebb.com. Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.)

The word maximize means “to increase to the greatest possible
amount or degree, to represent at the highest possible estimate, magnify,
to make the greatest and fullest use of.” The word manage means “to take
charge or care of, to dominate or influence by tact or skill, to handle, directly govern or control in action or use.”
We see very similar wording in what God said in Genesis Chapter 1.
The Amplified version reads in verse 28a, “And God blessed them and
said to them, be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it [using
all its vast resources in the service of God and man]”. Also, in verse 26a,
“God said, Let Us [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] make mankind in Our
image, after Our likeness, and let them have complete authority. . .” These
words go hand in hand with the definition of “maximize”. Then in the B
clause of verse 28 it reads, “and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
the birds of the air, and over every living creature that moves upon the
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earth.” These words go hand in hand with the definition of “manage”.
When God created mankind, He essentially gave us the directive to Maximize and Manage. Then in Genesis 2:15, “The Lord God took the man
and put him in the Garden of Eden to tend, guard and keep it.” God gave
the vast mandate to rule and subdue all the earth on His behalf, but He had
man start this assignment in the garden and grow from there. In this same
way we have an overall calling and assignment on our life, but God gives
us a beginning point.
Something that we must realize is that there are no small assignments
in the Kingdom of God. The assignment to tend and keep the garden was
not the entire earth like God had spoken. None the less, it was a very important beginning point. It was so important that what happened in the
garden spread throughout the whole earth. That was no different than
David who was chosen to be king of Israel but had his start with tending
his father’s sheep. I believe what got God’s attention is the way that he
cared for his father’s business. He tended them in such a way that he
would not allow even one to be lost. God knew that the way he led and
tended the sheep is the way he would lead God’s people. So often we hear
people say it’s not how you start but how you finish. This is true, but I
believe that how you start a thing is just as important. Both start and finish
are important to God. After all He says that He is the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. Starting well leads to finishing well
even if you must restart. If things haven’t turned out well, repent and restart.
Here are a few keys to help you start your new thing or restart so that
you can finish well. (1) Gen.1:1, “In the beginning God,” start or restart
with God at the beginning, or reposition Him back where He belongs at
the head. (2) Matthew 6:33, “Seek first the Kingdom of God,” it’s so easy
to stray away from this. Don’t beat yourself up, just realign. (3) John 1:1,
“In the beginning was the WORD,” find scripture to back it and be speaking words in alignment with the vision. Right words are key to a great
start and finish.
Attitude: Zechariah 4:10 and Job 8:7a both speak to not despising a
small beginning. Despise means “to regard with contempt, distaste, disgust or disdain; scorn; loathe; look down your nose at or renounce”. These
speak to the attitude of the start. The opposite of this is “admire, appreciate, cherish and enjoy”. We should have this attitude when starting. Psalm
100:4 says “Enter into His courts with thanksgiving.” The entrance is the
start. Start with this attitude.
Vision: Job 8:7b says that your latter end would greatly increase.
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This speaks to the vision of the end no matter how small the beginning is.
So, develop the vision.
Plan- Map out your steps. Prayerfully and diligently execute the plan.
Maximize
The first thing that we as believers should learn to maximize is our
time. Ephesians 5:16 KJV says, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not
as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Redeeming the time means “making the most of it”. Identify things that
waste your time and eliminate them. Use your downtime as preparation
time. In Matthew 6, Jesus speaks about God seeing in secret and rewarding openly. The time we use preparing in secret, God will reward openly.
I call it private preparation for a public victory. Maximize your unseen
time to maximize your “seen” time. The time David spent with the sheep
fighting off lions, bears and other predators was preparation for the public
victory he had against Goliath. Consider the compound effect of time. If a
person spends just 30 minutes a day doing a thing it equals 3 1/2 hours a
week. This is 14 hours a month. Take this out over a year and it equals
168 hours. To go even further over ten years its 1,680 hours. It takes 120
hours of college credit to get a bachelor’s degree. A person could have
this much experience and knowledge of a thing by maximizing their time.
God multiplies what we maximize, so invest your time wisely.
Our voices are another thing that we should maximize. Maximize
your voice by speaking the WORD and words that are in agreement with
the WORD of God. Proverbs 18:20-21, speaks about life and death being
in the power of the tongue. Both life and death are in the same place. We
have the power to speak life or death to a thing. So often we are careful to
speak life but neglect to speak death to the things that are out of line with
God’s will in our lives. We can do both. Speak death to lack, debt, sickness, anger, lust and anything that does not serve you. Guard yourself
against complaining and gossip. These two are the equivalent of speaking
life to a negative situation. This empowers those things to continue. Be
careful to not engage in these with your voice. Also, in Proverbs 18:21
AMP, it says “they who indulge in it will eat the fruit of it [for death or
life]”. Have you ever heard someone say, “You’re going to eat those
words”? Our words produce fruit, offspring, children. They bring things
into existence, give rise to and cause things. Be sure to maximize your
voice and give God praise with it every time you think of His goodness.
Use your voice wisely.
Something else to consider is maximizing our influence as citizens of
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God’s Kingdom. Influence is “the capacity or power of persons or things
to be a compelling force on or produce effects on the actions, behaviors
and opinions of others”. We have a great example in Jesus who was and is
the ultimate Influencer. He took a group of 12 men and so impacted their
lives that over 2000 years later the message and following is still growing
and impacting people in the earth. King David is another great example of
influence. In 1 Samuel 22, a group of 400 men who were in debt, distressed and discontented came to him while he was hiding in a cave. The
scripture says he became their leader. Those men went on to be called
David’s mighty men and warriors. They overcame in battle and became
courageous men. In 1 Chronicles 29, they gave an offering to build God’s
temple of 5,000 talents of gold. This is the equivalent of about $6.2 Billion in today’s money. Because of David’s influence, they were no longer
in debt, distressed or discontented. We all have a circle of people around
us that are waiting for us to grow so that we can use our influence to impact their lives as well. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit and have an
entire Kingdom behind us. Our influence is mighty. Let’s maximize it for
Kingdom expansion in the earth.
Opportunities are something often missed but that also needs to be
maximized. Colossians 4:5b AMP, says “making the very most of the
time and seizing (buying up) the opportunity”. The NIV translation says
“make the most of every opportunity”. Opportunity means “an appropriate
or favorable time or occasion; a situation or condition favorable for attainment of a goal; a good position, chance, or prospect, as for advancement
or success”. One word that stands out to me in the definition is ‘chance’.
Opportunities often come with a certain window of time to seize it and we
must take the chance to maximize it. In Mark 10, there is the story of a
blind man sitting on the side of the road. He heard that Jesus was in the
area and was about to walk by him. At this moment Jesus was an opportunity that was walking by. Jesus is a man of purpose, so I imagine Him
walking briskly. Had the man not opened his mouth he would have missed
the opportunity in front of him and remained blind. Jesus went from that
place to Jerusalem where He went to the cross. He never passed that way
again and the man would not have gotten another chance. We cannot just
assume that opportunities will come back around. They don’t always
come back, nor do they knock. They must be recognized.
In Proverbs 13:23, we see an example of not maximizing an opportunity. The NIV says, “A poor man’s field may produce abundant food, but
injustice sweeps it away.” When I first read this, I thought, ‘Poor, poor
man, just can’t get ahead.’ Then I thought, ‘Here is a poor man who owns
a field. No way he should be poor.’ The word injustice means “lack of
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judgment”. Here is a man who owns a field but because he lacks judgment
and decision-making ability, he is not maximizing it and remains poor. I
challenge you to look around your life and identify what you are failing to
make maximum use of and make the necessary changes. God wants us to
maximize.
Manage
Management is the other part of what God spoke in Genesis 1:28. Consider
this, what we fail to properly manage we lose. Also, we run the risk of losing the
position of manager of those things. For example, if we fail to manage our health
we lose it and doctors and/or medications must manage it for us. If we fail to
manage our behavior there are authorities in place like police officers and courts
that will take over. If we fail to manage our money, it leaves us. If we don’t do
maintenance, things deteriorate naturally. So, it is imperative to be mindful of our
position and responsibility as managers in God’s Kingdom. A manager is an extension of the owner and should run operations with the best interest of the owner
in mind. So, the manager needs to have the mind of the owner. This calls for relationship. Scripture tells us in 1 Corinthians 2:16, that we have the mind of Christ.
We have the mind of the owner. If we need wisdom and direction in managing,
we need only ask according to James 1:5.
Good managers position things to be maximized. Learn to manage your
health so your body and energy can be maximized for the Kingdom. Learn to
manage your money so that the principles of the Kingdom can bring increase in
your life. Start to exercise good management in every area of your life. Good
managers take inventory and make adjustments that will streamline the affairs of
the operation. Look at your life and see what is working and what’s not working,
what’s serving you and what’s no longer serving you. Do not be afraid to cut
things that are not bringing a profit. The lack of management leads to the need for
a miracle. Don’t get me wrong, God does miracles for His people, but in certain
situations, a miracle would not be needed if things were properly managed.
Jesus taught about a certain manager in Luke 16. This man had been set in as
a manager of his master’s estate but had been found to be squandering what he
was in control of. In verse 2, the master tells him, “Turn in the account of your
management, for you can be manager no longer.” In Genesis 3:24, God drove the
man out of the garden because of his failure to maximize and manage it. In both
cases the position of manager was lost. Let us not lose out on another opportunity
because we fail to maximize and manage what the Father has entrusted us with.
Rather let us be in position to take over what the other side loses because of their
mismanagement. I pray that you would live a maximized life for the King.
(Rodrick has written a book entitled The Other Side of Money which is soon to
be released. He is an entrepreneur, Account Executive at Dominion Charter
and a realtor at Keller Williams Premier Realty. Rodrick is a leader at NextLevel Christian Church Eagle Lake,TX, conference speaker and leadership
trainer. You can find him on Facebook and Twitter.
Email: rlloydinv@hotmail.com)
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The choice was made that starry night
when Jesus knelt and then cried out
"Father - if it is possible- change Your mind"
In that silence - He answered - not Mine
But Your will Father - I will submit
to pay the price of Your love sublime
And give My life - to honor You
And bring Your children - all made new
Into Your Kingdom - to follow You
To live forever - free - forgiven
Full of Joy, Peace and Righteousness
Because You knelt one starry night!
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God Almighty is the God of the moment. He acts in a moment’s time.
Things the Lord declared suddenly came to pass (Isa.48:3, Amp); Sodom
was overthrown in a moment (Lam.4:6, Amp); in a moment, the dead in
Christ shall be raised imperishable (1Cor.15:52, Amp); enemies turned
back in a moment (Ps.6:10, ESV); a nation can be born in a moment
(Isa.66:8, LEB); Israel went out of Egypt suddenly (Deut.16:3, WYC);
God enabled Joshua to come upon the enemy suddenly (Josh.10:9;11:7,
Amp); the house of God was suddenly filled with a cloud (2Chron.5:13,
WYC); the service of the house of the Lord was restored suddenly
(2Chron.29:36, Amp); after instructing the Israelites to dig trenches in a
dry valley so they and their animals could drink while under attack from
the enemy, rain water that had fallen three days journey away suddenly
filled them (2K.3:20, Amp); suddenly, a man dressed in bright, dazzling
clothing stood before Cornelius (Acts 10:30, Amp);suddenly a sound
came from heaven like a rushing violent wind (Acts 2:2, Amp).
More and more often these days we are seeing or hearing about the
Lord God doing awesome things in a moment of time that we have desired and prayed to see for decades. A scientist who had suffered from a
disease for 34 years was healed in a moment. I had a word of knowledge
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that described what he had been dealing with. He told me that while he
was very thankful for the sudden healing, he was just a bit disappointed.
He had heard people give testimonies about miracles and the awesome
things that they felt or heard or saw in the event, but he told me he was
disappointed that he didn’t feel or see anything. He said that, without anything unusual taking place, he was suddenly, completely healed while
standing with his hands lifted.
In a meeting recently I had a word of knowledge about a raw stomach
and raw intestines and Kathy had one about problems with the mind and
with thoughts. That was in the service on Saturday night. One of the elders is a Yale graduate and is a journalist. For three years her stomach and
intestines have been raw and she was able to eat only certain kinds of
food. She had to carry her food with her everywhere she went because
certain foods could have caused her death. She said that her body was eating itself. She also had a swollen liver that protruded from her abdomen
about the size of half a grapefruit. Everything going on in her body and all
the medications were having an effect on her mind and thought processes.
She is a journalist but was having great difficulty at work because she
could not keep her thoughts on a concept long enough to get it written out
in a complete thought. But when she heard the words of knowledge, the
pain stopped and her swollen liver went down. Sunday morning she testified that she was still without pain and that she had eaten sausage and
cheese for breakfast which she had not eaten in three years! Her thoughts
were clear and she had no pain.
On occasion, we come across people who talk as though God can heal
one thing they are dealing with but He won’t or simply isn’t interested in
healing the other things they are suffering from. In one service, a lady
walked up afterward and pretty much communicated that she felt a little
frustrated because she felt she had to choose one of several physical needs
that had been mentioned in words of knowledge (as though one is all she
could have). Recently I ministered three or four words of knowledge in a
Sunday service. Monday afternoon the pastor called Kathy and told her
that she had received an overhaul in her body in the service. She had been
suffering from all of the physical issues mentioned in the words of knowledge that morning. Now she was free of pain and was able to move limbs
that had been hindered before.
In Kentucky recently, a lady walked up and told me what the Lord
had done for her when I was there six months earlier. She had been sitting
in the service with a damaged shoulder. She had to cradle her left arm
with her right arm and was in very much pain. She said that she was beginning to wonder if she was going to be able to stay in the service be-
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cause her shoulder was hurting so bad. She said that her muscles were
torn in three places and she was already scheduled for surgery. I had a
word of knowledge that the Lord was healing a shoulder. She said that,
immediately, the pain stopped! She thought, “Wow, I might be healed!”
She let go of her left arm and there was still no pain. She moved her arm
out to the side and still no pain. She then began to move it around in a circle and discovered that she had no pain whatsoever! She had to cancel the
surgery. And six months later, she showed me that she was still healed
and could vigorously move that arm around without any pain. Praise the
name of the Lord!
Something quite unusual that has been happening is that the Lord has
been giving me dreams on Saturday night for persons who are going to be
in the service on Sunday. On one Saturday night I dreamed that I walked
into a yard and a lady in her mid-fifties came out of that house and we had
a brief conversation. We said our good-byes and then I began to walk
back into the yard I had come from. The lady’s house had a cement porch
about eight feet wide and it ran the full length of the front of the house. As
I neared the end of the house the porch dropped down about a foot and ran
the last four feet like that. Leaves had collected back in that droppeddown area, I noticed something white down in the leaves. It looked to me
like it might be the top of a golf ball. I started to reach down for it but suddenly felt checked. I then straightened up and when I did, a large copperhead snake crawled out of the area where that ball was and crawled up
onto a small shelf that was sitting among the leaves. I shared the dream on
Sunday and shared that I believed it was a warning for someone who was
present. After the service a lady in her mid-fifties walked up and said that
I had described her house and porch perfectly. Her husband had left the
day before for business on the East Coast and told her to stay away from
those leaves at the end of the porch. Her little two-year-old granddaughter
had been staying with her Friday and Saturday and, over the course of the
two days, had repeatedly said, “Granny, don’t pet the snakes”! But the
lady had planned on ignoring her husband and planned on cleaning out
that area Monday morning, that is, until she heard the warning Sunday.
Her son-in-law had killed a nest of copperheads on the other end of the
porch last year. She told me that it took my sharing that dream to shake
her and get her attention that the Lord had already been trying to warn her
about snakes.
Our awesome God is the God of the moment. He is able to communicate with His sons and daughters in a moment of time and He is able to
save us in ways we have not seen or heard or imagined... until He does it.
But as Scripture says: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind
has imagined the things that God has prepared for those who love
him." (1Cor.2:9, GW)… UNTIL NOW!
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