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 A paradigm is simply an example or a typical pattern.  We all have 
them in our mental files and they affect our choices and our expectations.  
They become our standard or ruler to measure rightness or success.  These 
former models or expected patterns can set our goals and be our driving 
force whether we realize it or not.  For example, we go to church and ex-
pect to find the model we have known in the past.  Even if that model is 
flawed or should be changing, maturing and growing, we measure its 
rightness by the known pattern.      

 We must keep in mind that paradigms come from experience.  That 
means they were built in a past season or a specific situation or a particu-
lar set of circumstances; and just as seasons, situations and circumstances 
change, it is likely that our paradigms will have to adjust.  If they don’t, 
former examples and patterns will continue to drive us even when obedi-
ence or excellence would go a different path. 

 So, the challenge is to realize when our examples and typical patterns 
need adjustment.  That realization does not come by focusing on the pat-
tern, but rather by following the Holy Spirit.  The adjustments will come 
and we will build newer models as we walk in fresh obedience to the Holy 
Spirit.  Fresh obedience will never contradict God’s principles nor His 
character, but it may reach past known borders and it will not bow to for-
mer limitations. 
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 For several years we have heard the church will not look the same in 
the future.  The one clarity in that proclamation is that change is coming.   
The only way to embrace the right changes is to follow the specific direc-
tives of the Holy Spirit in our place of purpose.  The result will be new 
models emerging.  

REVOLUTIONARY CHANGES! 

 Fresh obedience is doing what we see the Father doing today.  That 
could be as radical as healing a woman in the synagogue on the sabbath, 
in the presence of those who think the time and place are totally inappro-
priate.  That could be as revolutionary as taking over the weather and 
stopping a storm in order to complete a specific mandate on the other side 
of the lake.   

 It is possible that fresh obedience will bring such radical results that it 
will be tempting to get caught up in revolution rather than obedience!  
That is a warning to the wise.  If we become revolutionary through pas-
sion rather than wisdom and obedience, the results will not be the same.  
Making changes for the sake of change is about passion.   Expecting or 
demanding immediate change can be about impatience rather than obedi-
ence.  Nevertheless, fresh obedience will be revolutionary. 

 If parts of the old models become extinct or inactive during fresh obe-
dience, it is likely they were already successfully completed or they were 
only temporary in purpose.  I believe we will find that many details of 
former models will fall into the category of facilitation rather than essen-
tial purpose.  The mud Jesus put on the man’s blind eyes did not need to 
be preserved and kept as a holy tool.  It was simply facilitation for an obe-
dience, a means to an end.  Many of the acquisitions of our past examples 
are not to be carried into the next chapter of purpose.  Facilitation must 
keep a secondary role of support as we move ahead in fresh obedience.   

 I suspect fresh obedience and the radical changes it brings may shake 
our personal world more than we imagined.   The new models emerging 
in the Body of Christ will involve a redefining of roles and repositioning 
of men among men.  Even though the results will bring us to more excel-
lence in our calling as individuals, it is not easy to be redefined or reposi-
tioned. 

 In particular, it is not easy to be redefined or repositioned when there is no 
model for it.  Without a model, there is no guarantee that the upheaval in our lives 
is worth it!  We are much more secure when we have a contemporary model to go 
by, but when God is building a model, it might start with you!  You might be the 
one building a boat before anyone even grasps the concept of rain or flooding.  
You might be the one climbing out of the boat and walking on water.  That means 
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you are the one who must be willing to make mistakes or face the criticism and 
ridicule that reformation requires.    

 It is not easy to be redefined or repositioned because change stirs up re-
evaluation and self-examination that shakes our self-image.  If I have to change 
positions or titles, does that mean I was wasting my time before?  Not necessar-
ily.  Holding a place until a season is fulfilled is part of the destiny process.  Have 
I failed and therefore have to be replaced?  No, being repositioned by the Spirit of 
God is about growth and effectualness, not failure.  Am I being demoted instead 
of promoted?  Paradigms and experience and old models may say “Yes,”  but if 
God is truly in charge, He is always about maturity and increase.  We can trust 
His title changes and redefining to position us for excellence and promotion in 
His Kingdom.  Our hearts desire and sense of fulfillment will flourish when we 
adjust to His good plans in fresh obedience. It is not easy to be redefined or repo-
sitioned because pride and possessiveness will spring from their hiding places 
even in the most humble among us.   Being redefined has a way of tearing 
through the outer skin to expose the heart.  During redefinition tenure, ability and 
accomplishments are sidelined while motives and the good plans of God take 
center court.  Why we do what we do is always under the scrutiny of the Holy 
Spirit as the Word tells us, man looks at the outward appearance but God looks 
at the heart.  The right motive is essential for true obedience and godly maturing.   

 The truth is that even if redefinition does reveal a right motive, a right heart, 
being repositioned is still a horse of a different color.  At that point, Fear usually 
steps up to filibuster, talking incessantly to delay action and cooperation, like a 
child wanting to learn to swim but staying on the side of the pool in indecision, 
talking fast about everything that comes to mind, asking a thousand questions to 
delay the process. No, it’s just “not easy being green”, especially after you have 
already ripened in another place.  The truth is however, that repositioning and 
redefinition into a new place does not mean we are “green” or the “new kid on 
the block.”  A new place does not make a diligent man of destiny a novice start-
ing over.  On the contrary, God moves us to new opportunities because He knows 
we are prepared for it.   

 I knew of a pastor who spent his life building a great church in a large city.  
Many lives were impacted by his faithfulness and the largeness of his vision.  
However, there came a time to redefine his role and be repositioned for the effec-
tualness of the vision to future generations.  The pride of being self-made gath-
ered from the recesses of his years of experience.  Fear of losing his personal in-
vestment caused him to go back on promises to the next generation of leadership.  
Pride, fear and self-determination kept him from synergizing with the potential of 
the future.  He held tightly to the heart of the church that he had built, and when 
he left, feet first, it went with him.  He started it and essentially ended it in one 
lifetime.   

 “What used to be” is not the witness that will impact a community or a re-
gion for the Kingdom.   I AM is being misrepresented if He is not present-tense 
and awesome.  If we refuse to allow pride or fear to keep us from fresh and 
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timely obedience, sons of God will be redefined and repositioned as needed and 
we will flow into a momentum that causes the good plans of God to manifest.  
The groaning communities and regions will reel with the supernatural results and 
exponential harvest that He has planned. 

 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, 
"Abba! Father!"  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God,  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified 
with Him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  For the 
anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons 
of God.  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but be-
cause of Him who subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself also will be 
set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers 
the pains of childbirth together until now.  And not only this, but also we 
ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption 
of our body. Rom 8:14 -23.  
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 As we read these scriptures, we realize there are two entities enslaved 
and groaning for the manifest sons of God, 1) everyone that is born and 2) 
the created order of the universe.  The fall of our first parents impacted 
everyone and all of creation.  Their deliverance, both individuals and crea-
tion, were planned and executed before the worlds began because Ephe-
sians Chapter One tells us that we were adopted by Father God through 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the natural, any adoption into a family 
comes after birth.  However, in the spirit, this is reversed.  We were first 
all adopted before we were born.  He is the amazing Creator-Redeemer 
God. We adoptees were on His mind from the beginning. Even before 
biological birth, He intended to redeem man as well as His created order 
(cosmos).  For God so loved the world (the cosmos), includes us and His 
created order.  He loved what He made, therefore salvation is both per-
sonal and cosmic.  Our part in life may seem infinitesimal, but it really 
isn’t because we carry the very DNA of our Creator-Redeemer God as 
Christ has delivered us and the Holy Spirit enables us.  As the universe is 
expanding so also is God’s Kingdom expanding, and we are a part of that.  
We are agents declaring and living the message that there is freedom in 
Christ, for us and the entire created order.  

 Here is our history.  It starts with us coming to faith in Christ and be-
ing spiritually adopted in Christ whereby we cry, “Abba Father”.  Then 
our history continues and is not over until we are physically adopted and 
we get a resurrected body. So our history starts with being adopted 
through Christ and then it culminates when we see Him return and receive 
our resurrected bodies.  In the mean time, while the Church is waiting 
for Jesus to come back, the earth is waiting on the Church to come 
forth.  Most certainly, Jesus is coming back, but that will be preceded by 
a coming forth of His Body, the Church. The sons of God are to manifest 
in maturity in history before the Son of God returns.  It is not either/or, but 
both/and. The creation is waiting on you and me to manifest as mature 
sons.   

 We can be the mature sons and daughters of God that we were called 
to be when we know who Christ is.  Before Jesus said, “You are Peter,” 
Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Son of God.”  If we don’t have that reve-
lation, we are not born-again.  A revelation of Christ is the foundation of 
who we are to be individually and corporately as the Church.  The revela-
tion of the Son of God is where we all start because that precedes the rela-
tionship of the sons of God.  In Romans 8:19, the word reveal is the word 
apocalypse. The apocalypse is not just the Lord’s return, it is also your 
unveiling.  When Christ died, the veil of the temple was ripped from top 
to bottom as Christ was revealed and unveiled.  The sons of God are being 
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unveiled in the earth.  We may have been absent for awhile or disengaged 
for a season, but sons are showing up as God shows up in the highest 
places in the world, within the highest offices and with the highest gov-
ernmental officials in the world.  For example, the Philippine conference I 
attended recently was organized, not by a preacher, but by the Chairman 
of the Federal Reserve of the Bank of the Philippines.  He chaired the 
meeting. For another example, I saw our President talking to African 
American leaders in the Oval Office to find answers for issues in their 
community.  He looked over at Belinda and Darryl Scott, (awesome lead-
ers on the East Coast), and said, “Belinda, I understand today is your 38th 
anniversary, congratulations.”  Pastor Darryl said, “Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, but the first three years of our marriage were not under the Blood.”  
Sons are being unveiled in high places when the phrase, under the Blood, 
can be spoken in the Oval Office! 

 Identity is a big issue in our lives.  We must know who we are indi-
vidually and corporately to mature as we should and fulfill God’s purpose.  
Jesus’ identity was basically two-fold as far as declaring who He was.  It 
happened at His baptism, (Matt.3).  First of all, John the Baptizer declared 
at the Jordan that Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world.  So John got a revelation of Jesus’ mission.  The Son was al-
ways the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world in the 
mind of God, but John had the honor of introducing Him as Mr. Lamb.  
Jesus of Nazareth is the Lamb of God and that describes His mission.  
Then at the baptism, Father spoke and said, “This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased.”  Although Jesus, as the Son of God, knew Him-
self to be both God’s Son and the Lamb, in His humanity, He had never 
had it declared or affirmed on earth before. 

 When Jesus called Himself the Son of Man, that term spoke of His 
flesh-and-bone humanity.  That term came from the prophet Daniel.  Dan 
7:13,14, "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds 
of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the An-
cient of Days And was presented before Him.  "And to Him was given do-
minion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of 
every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting domin-
ion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be 
destroyed.   These two scriptures are about His ascension, not His return.  
He was given a name above every name.  He sat down at the right hand of 
Father God on the throne of David with all authority in heaven and in 
earth. 

 It is sad that some have taught and believed this is a prophetic utter-
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ance by the prophet Daniel concerning the return of Christ, the Son of 
Man, to the earth.  It is not that.  It is the Son of Man coming up before 
Ancient of Days and being given something.  How we interpret these 
scriptures will determine how we understand the rest of the Bible and the 
rest of history.  In these scriptures, He is given a Kingdom.  To preach 
Daniel as the second coming is to postpone the Kingdom for at least 2000 
years.  That teaching has weakened the Church and almost devastated the 
fulfilling of our purpose that God gave us.  Jesus is coming back, but be-
fore He does, you and I are coming forth because Christ has ascended.   

 The four beasts in the same chapter of Daniel have the same meanings 
they have in Daniel 2, when he saw that metal statue.  It was gold, silver, 
bronze and iron, representing Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome.  
Christ came in history during the Roman empire and introduced Kingdom 
number five that would have no successor.  The Kingdom is here, not 
fully, but here like seed in the ground.  The sons of God are in the earth 
with the potential and purpose of producing and manifesting God’s will as 
it is in heaven.   

 We know the sons of God are 1) those led by the Holy Spirit and 2) 
those (men and women) who have received the Spirit of Adoption and can 
say, “Abba Father”.  That is the starting place in the new birth no matter 
what label of denomination a Christian may have.  3) The sons of God are 
those who are sharing in an inheritance with Christ Himself.  The Son of 
God has a double portion inheritance and we share in His inheritance.  
Since He is inheriting the nations, to be born again is to be mission-
minded and to be passionate about Him getting His inheritance.  The first 
born is not just a power thing, it is the revelation of an inheritance.  Ro-
mans Chapter Eight tells us that we need sons to mature in the earth so 
that cities and regions and nations may be set free from their bondages 
and corruption and their tyranny.   The Son of God does His work through 
mature sons and daughters of God.   

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, 
apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having minis-
tered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching 
apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book 
WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materials may be found at 
his website or to learn more about FMCI: fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262.) 
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          It is no longer just about us receiving Jesus, getting our sins for-
given and going to heaven.  That is not even the full gospel.  The gospel 
message is the rule of God coming into planet earth because Jesus Christ 
has come to set up His throne in our hearts and to rule our lives.  He is not 
just ruling our conscious self but also the deep down desires of our heart 
(subconscious) so that He can fulfill every desire He has ever put in us.   I 
have heard it said that man is three quarters subconscious and one quarter 
conscious.   From what we have seen in Christianity, we subdue one quar-
ter but have three quarters in rebellion.  We cannot spend our lives trying 
to make decisions to be holy.  God never intended the conscious to deter-
mine our holiness.  The Word of Faith message of being positive in your 
thinking, positive in your confession and not having ill words or negative 
thinking has many elements of truth, but it still does not address subduing 
the subconscious.  Not knowing what is working on the inside of the sub-
conscious is why people of God can be strong Christians and then end up 
in adultery or running after money.  The three quarters, the subconscious, 
must bow to His government to be transformed.   

 Jesus taught about the good eye and bad eye in Matthew Chapter Six.  
If the eye is good, the understanding will be good.  An evil eye is every-
thing pointing toward self instead of God.  For example, sexual desires are 
right when submitted to the government of God, but if they are under the 
control of eros, they are self-serving and get perverted because they are 
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never satisfied. The desire for the security of possessions is from God, but 
if that desire is self-serving, it can get perverted and greedy.  The stony 
ground Jesus mentioned (Matt.13:20) is the subconscious with its inner 
issues like the cares of life and deceitfulness of riches.  Good ground that 
brings forth good fruit is the subconscious that is submitted to God’s gov-
ernment. God comes with the incredible power of the Holy Spirit to trans-
form and subdue our subconscious.  

    The mouth speaks out of the abundance of the heart, so the mouth 
speaks out of the subconscious.  Jesus did not go around seeking the will 
of God.  It flowed out of Him, out of His mouth and His decisions because 
God’s will flows out of the subconscious that is submitted to Him.  In 
Mk.7:6, it says, "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you:  'This 
people honors me with their lips [conscious], but their heart 
[subconscious] is far away from me.”  We can be religious and go to 
church, but even that can be self-serving and does not mean the Kingdom 
governs our life.  Seeking the Kingdom must be kept primary or we 
will start pursuing secondary things.  A graphic example is that many in 
this generation seek the second coming and make that primary, but the 
Word never says seek the second coming to govern your life.  

 We enter the Kingdom by surrendering our life to the government of God.  
Through Jesus Christ we receive new birth. Through the new birth, we get insight 
into the Kingdom.  The scripture says that you must be born again to see the 
Kingdom.  You surrender to the government of God and enter the Kingdom by 
being baptized in water and by receiving the Holy Spirit. If you are not baptized 
in water and have not received the Holy Spirit, you cannot enter the Kingdom. It 
is through the baptism of the Holy Spirit that we subdue the subconscious.  In 
Church history, there were those that understood the tremendous power for trans-
formation in the Holy Spirit baptism, but those that thought it was only about 
speaking in tongues were not transformed in the subconscious.  The primary pur-
pose of the Holy Spirit baptism is to subdue the subconscious.  The experience of 
speaking in tongues does not keep us from being a self-serving Christian, but 
praying in tongues as the Holy Spirit enables is the way to deal with the self-
serving issues in the subconscious.  Paul said he prayed in tongues more than all 
because Romans 8:26 tells us that none of us know how to pray about what is 
going on in the subconscious.  The Spirit of God goes down in there and prays 
according to the will of God to subdue what is not submitted to Godly govern-
ment.     

 When we consider Romans 7, we see we can will to do right but do the oppo-
site.  The law of Christ Jesus has to reside in the subconscious because it has to 
work without thinking.  If the subconscious is surrendered, our daily life demon-
strates a right response.  On the day of Pentecost, the disciples were changed.  
Something was conquered in their subconscious.  Matt. 15:15-20,  Peter said to 
Him, "Explain the parable to us."  Jesus said, "Are you still lacking in under-
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standing also?  "Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth 
passes into the stomach, and is eliminated? "But the things that proceed out of 
the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. "For out of the heart 
[subconscious] come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, slanders. "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with un-
washed hands does not defile the man.” Again, it is not the conscious effort that 
makes us right or righteous.  There is a war in every born-again Christian until 
the subconscious is subdued.   

 The power of the Holy Spirit brings God’s government inside of us.  Romans 
14:17 tells us the Kingdom of God is not a bunch of rules, it is righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  This righteousness, peace and joy is in the sub-
conscious.  Mark 4:10-17, As soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the 
twelve, began asking Him about the parables.  And He was saying to them, "To 
you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but those who are outside 
get everything in parables, so that WHILE SEEING, THEY MAY SEE AND NOT 
PERCEIVE, AND WHILE HEARING, THEY MAY HEAR AND NOT UNDER-
STAND, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT RETURN AND BE FORGIVEN." And He 
said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand all 
the parables? "The sower sows the word. "These are the ones who are beside the 
road where the word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and 
takes away the word which has been sown in them.  "In a similar way these are 
the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the 
word, immediately receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in themselves, 
but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the 
word, immediately they fall away. If there is no depth to hold us and change our 
response, the subconscious was not transformed. 

 Mk. 4:18-19,  "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the 
thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word, but the worries of the world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke 
the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  We act out of our conscious and react out 
of the subconscious.  Everything the Pharisees did was for everyone else to see.  
That is perverted and self-serving and living Romans 7, and ends up  wanting to 
do what is right but messing up continually.  Rom 7:15,  For what I am doing, I 
do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing 
the very thing I hate. Rom 7:18  For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 
We cannot “be” out of the conscious will.  We “be” out of our subconscious will. 
A Christian whose subconscious has not been transformed by the Spirit cannot do 
what they want and expect God-results.  Any ministry that is self-serving blesses 
on one side but hurts on the other.  God-results and destiny will start flowing out 
of our “being,” out of our lives, when the subconscious is submitted to God and 
His Kingdom government.  

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at 
the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To 
contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on 
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the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: wol-
luf@consolidated.net)   SIMON PURVIS is speaking at KINGDOM CONGRESS 2018  
M a r c h  7 - 9 .   D e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a t  t h i s  l i n k :   
martygabler.com/kc2018/ 

 Everybody needs a pastor in their life.  We all need mothers and fa-
thers because we all have blind spots and need somebody to speak into 
our lives.  Leaders need pastors.  Our Pastor early on was Brother Jim 
Hodges, and he is still to this day our primary source of accountability. I 
think accountability ought to be relationship-based.  And we never get to a 
point that we don’t need accountability because even as maturity comes, 
our realm of responsibility increases so a lot more people get hurt if we 
mess up.  So, the Lord places us in a structure of accountability. We are 
not talking about control but relationship that encourages and fos-
ters.   

 Coming into accountability means that I give someone liberty and 
authority to speak into my life. Covering can be horizontal or vertical.  
Horizontal accountability is relationship with other people in the Body 
that you respect and honor.  Vertical accountability is someone over us 
that not only corrects but encourages and speaks into us in a positive way.  
There are some things about the word covering that I don’t like.  Back in 
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the seventies, “shepherding” and control tainted the validity of true cover-
ing and accountability.  It went to extremes so that some had to have per-
mission to go to the dentist.  That’s too much control.  With covenantal 
accountability you have help and input to solve problems.  If you need 
instruction or correction, they are there.  With such accountability you 
have someone, not to command but to confirm decisions and direction.  It 
is about safety and relationship and honor and respect. 

          In Matthew 8, Israel was under occupational command of Romans.  
The Jews saw them as the oppressors.  A Centurion, a Roman officer, had 
heard about Jesus healing many people.  So when the Centurion’s servant 
was seriously ill, he went to Jesus about it.  A high level Roman officer 
was humbling himself to Jesus for the sake of his servant.  As Jesus 
started to go with him to his house, the Centurion told Jesus that he was 
not worthy to have Him go to his house.  Then he went on to say that if 
Jesus would simply issue the order for his servant to be healed, it would 
be done.  Jesus marveled at his faith and said he had not seen such great 
faith in Israel.  That enemy soldier had more faith than the religious lead-
ers of Israel.  The Centurion explained that he was under authority and 
was also in authority over other soldiers.  He described the chain of com-
mand saying, “I carry out my orders and I give orders that my men obey 
without question.”  The Centurion’s faith was directly connected to his 
understanding of authority and chain of command.  Jesus commended this 
Roman officer that understood the principle of being under authority 
which then gave him authority. 

 I have seen something happen for pastors or heads of ministries or 
churches.  When people of God become connected in a God-ordained re-
lationship with authority in covering, they experience an immediate in-
crease of their authority in operation.  Initially also, there is an increase of 
warfare.  That happens because the enemy is threatened by the potential 
you access when you come into a God alignment with authority.  How-
ever, this initial push-back from darkness cannot stop the increase of au-
thority.  Being in a God-ordained chain of command causes us to come 
into alignment with things God has destined.  So, we can consider a war-
fare increase as a confirming sign of the right move. 

 We are all under Jesus and that never changes but, under Him, He has 
leaders that He wants to connect with us and sometimes over us.  In Ephe-
sians Chapter Four, it talks about the five offices of ministry: the apostle, 
prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher and they are all for the purpose of 
equipping the saints for the work of the ministry.  If you are not connected 
to the structure of the Lord, it is hard to be equipped and then it is hard to 
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do the work of the ministry if you are ill-equipped.  God raised up these 
gift offices or gift anointings that give us the privilege and benefit of being 
equipped. This word, equipped is a medical term which means “to set a 
broken bone or joint into alignment”.  When we come into connection 
with God’s order, we are being connected to the five-fold ministry of God 
that brings us into alignment that equips us.  If we remain independent, it 
is impossible to get equipped to do what God called us to do. 

 Isaiah 65:8,  So says Jehovah: As the new wine is found in the clus-
ter ...   Grapes thrive in a cluster.  If one of the grapes gets out of the clus-
ter, it quickly becomes a dried up, crinkly raisin! The new wine is found 
in the connection of the cluster and that cluster connected to the true vine, 
Jesus.  The new wine comes out of the connectedness we have with each 
other and with the structure the Lord has placed over us.  None of us are 
perfect but God sometimes has a plan in connecting us with imperfect 
leaders to teach us, challenge us and build character in us.  Years ago, my 
wife and I were involved in an inner city ministry.  We were put under a 
young, immature leader.  He loved Jesus, but he was not a good leader.  
He would do crazy, hurtful things to us.  We had already pastored a 
church and were equipped to be leaders ourselves, but we were not in 
charge, he was.  We wanted to get in the car and drive back to our home-
town, but we stayed in place.  It was not a mistake that he was our leader.  
God used him to challenge some deep places in us to get to the root of 
issues in us.  We were always thinking God needed to deal with him be-
cause he had not been saved very long and we had been saved for years.  
However, God had us under the discipline of imperfect leadership to 
change us.  If we don’t submit to imperfect leadership that brings things to 
the surface in us, we have to deal with those things again and again, and 
thirty years later we find ourselves still dealing with the same things.  It is 
like a board in the floor of an old house that is not nailed down.  You step 
on it and it pops up and hits you in the face.  God used imperfect leader-
ship to get some things nailed down so we would not live our lives with a 
broken nose!  God knows what He is doing. 

 Concerning the new wine being in the cluster, there are three words 
the Lord has been speaking to me:  sent, set and seated.  Jesus was sent to 
the earth by His Father on His mission in the earthly realm.  He was then 
set on the cross at Calvary where He shed His blood and provided eternal 
salvation for all mankind.  Then He rose from the dead and ascended back 
into Heaven and was seated again at the right hand of the Father, in the 
place of highest authority.  God will call you to do something for Him and 
He will send you into that calling and assignment.  Then He will set you 
into a place where He will provide those over you and around you to help 
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sharpen you because just as iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens 
another.  Eventually, God seats us into a place of authority to rule in our 
assignment and mission and calling.  However, we cannot get to the seat 
until we first have been sent and set.  We have to let God set us into the 
order of accountability and covering and blessing so that we become part 
of that cluster, connected so new wine can come forth. 

 We went to Bro. Jim Hodges, our pastor in Dallas.  He and the leaders work-
ing with him laid hands on us and sent us to Nigeria under divine authority and 
connection.  There is a difference between going and being sent.  Sent implies 
there is someone greater than you that has helped propel you into your mission.  
We had developed a relationship with the prime minister of the king of one of the 
two tribes we were reaching with the gospel.  As he began to transition spiritu-
ally, he took me to an important village that was part of his tribe.  We went in my 
boat down river for about two hours to reach the village.  We stepped out on to a 
path to the village that was a strip of land about two and a half feet wide.  There 
were crocodiles and snakes on both sides of the narrow path as I took position 
behind the prime minister to give him honor.  As we got closer, we heard drums.  
He stopped and turned to apologize to me saying he forgot they were having their 
main juju festival and no one, not even he would be able to enter the village.   
However, God had given me a word for them and He told me to keep going down 
the path.  We looked up and saw that the witch doctor was coming on the path 
toward us.  He was big and frightening with his painted face and huge head dress 
and costume and a stick in his hand, and it was obvious that he was not happy 
that we were coming toward his village.  He was coming to let us know we were 
not welcome.  The prime minister turned, stepped around me and went back to 
the boat, but God told me to keep walking toward him.  When we got nose to 
nose, I could see the power of darkness in the eyes of this demonized man.  I was 
quietly praying as two things came to my mind, 1) I didn’t just show up here, I 
was sent here by the King of glory, and 2) I wonder what Bro. Jim (my spiritual 
father) would do right now?  The answer that came to mind was that he would 
say, “Give it a big blast of tongues.”  So I did, right in the face of that witch doc-
tor.  After about ten seconds, his eyes shifted beyond me and got really big at 
whatever he saw behind me.  He had raised his stick over his head to hit me but 
then he threw it in the water and went back toward the village running and 
screaming.  At the entrance of the village he cut to the left and ran into the jungle 
and they never saw him again. The whole juju thing came to a halt.  The prime 
minister came back and we went into the village and got permission to preach the 
gospel.  I’d had to remind myself that I was sent, set and seated. 

(Dr. Crum is president and founder of Leadership International, an organization designed to de-
velop and train leaders with emphasis on integrity, courage, power and vision in the fields of church, 
government, business and education. Don serves in an advisory and mentoring role to presidents of 
nations, other government officials and military commanders. God uses him significantly to impact 
nations like Nigeria, Benin, China, Ghana, Israel, Russia, Korea, Mexico, India, England, Malaysia, 
the Ukraine and the United States.)  DR. CRUM is speaking at KINGDOM CONGRESS 2018  
March 7-9. Detailed information is at this link:  martygabler.com/kc2018/ 
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 “See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no root of 
bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become de-
filed"— Hebrews 12:15 (ESV). The Hebrew writer instructs us that we 
are to follow peace with all men as well as holiness, “without which no 
one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). Peace is defined as untroubled, 
undisturbed, well-being in the Greek; but a more accurate translation is to 
destroy all the authority that binds us to chaos. 

 Holiness in the original Greek is translated… purity. It speaks of giving the 
Father full rights to our lives and exhibiting His behavior in our day-to-day lives 
in such a manner that our behavior is the direct reflection of the purity of His na-
ture and character. 

 Bitterness begins as a seed, takes root over time, and eventually springs forth 
into full-blown defilement that affects not only us, but also those around us. 

 The great tragedy of our day is that many of us have fallen prey to offense 
and, rather than follow after peace, we have chosen the path of bitterness. Bitter-
ness begins as a seed, takes root over time, and eventually springs forth into full-
blown defilement that affects not only us, but also those around us. 

Bitter Roots Defined 

 Bitter roots are defined as sinful reactions to painful events. The events, 
themselves, do not cause the root. The reaction to the events is at the core of the 
bitter root. 

 Bitter roots express themselves as condemning judgments of people or the 
refusal or inability to forgive those who have hurt us. They manifest as names or 
careless words that we have either thought about, called others, or said about the 
ones who have hurt us. They are powerful toxic pollutants that damage and defile 
our souls and others around us as well. In response to hurts, wounds, or painful 
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events, we express condemning judgments. 

 We may try to push down the hurts, rationalize them, blow them off, or sim-
ply just pass them off as no big deal. But they are big deals! Over time these 
seeds of bitterness will build a root system and, if left unchecked, become the 
driving force of our personality, manifesting such things as: Cynicism, Apathy, 
Negativity and more. 

 Seeds of bitterness can lie unnoticed in the soul for years, and yet they are 
like a fulminating infection. They slowly grow undetected; but then one day, they 
come to light through bitter words. When bitterness has become so entrenched in 
the person’s soul, their entire life has become tainted; and those around them, 
whom they love the most, become tainted as well! 

 They end up viewing people, church, and even God through a lens of their 
soul that has become clouded by this root of bitterness. Their words ignite raging 
firestorms of destruction as they spew the venom of bitterness from their diseased 
soul toward others. 

The Picture of Bitter Roots 

 My dad was the product of a fatherless home. His father passed away when 
he was just a child. He, his mother, and his siblings actually lived with Dad’s 
older sister and her husband, both wonderful people. 

 As a child, I remember Dad being bigger than life. He was a “man’s man.” I 
enjoyed spending time with him, especially hunting and playing baseball. He was 
an austere man of few words and a minimal display of love or affection. He was 
quick to correct and pull a belt to enforce his discipline. Apparently, I was in 
need of both quite often. 

 While I loved Dad and had a deep respect for him, I feared him greatly, 
which created deep insecurities and self-image issues throughout a large portion 
of my life. 

 The rejection I felt from my dad fueled my lack of identity and purpose in 
life. I tried desperately to hide my deep fear and anxiety from others. I also exhib-
ited a performance behavior whereby I sought success tirelessly to prove my 
worth and value as a person. My orphan heart struggled with my identity, my 
purpose in life, and my self-worth. 

 Even though I loved Dad, I rejected him in my heart as my father. I failed to 
realize that in so doing I had passed a condemning judgment against him. This 
judgment became a seed of bitterness that took root in my soul and lay under the 
radar for years. 

 As I grew into manhood, I received Jesus as my Savior, became a faithful 
church member, married my high school sweetheart, had two great sons, and en-
gaged in a career that afforded a comfortable living for my family. Life was 
good! 
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 The very things I rejected and despised in my own father were the things I 
found myself becoming as a father. 

 Except life wasn’t that good. The fears, insecurities, lack of self-worth and 
value, and all the other hidden toxins in my soul still remained. The very things I 
rejected and despised in my own father were the things I found myself becoming 
as a father. 

 I was austere, a man of few words, and a strong disciplinarian to fear. In 
short, I displayed an abusive behavior that, in some ways, was worse than Dad’s! 
The bitter-root judgments that I made against him had surfaced in full bloom, not 
only defiling me, but also my precious wife and two sons, whom I loved the 
most. 

Bitter Roots Must Be Removed 

 I can tell you that the only way to deal with a bitter root is to cut it. You can-
not kill a tree by picking its fruit off the limbs; you have to kill the root. Like-
wise, you cannot remove a bitter root by counseling and medicating it; you must 
cut it! 

 I was born again, Spirit filled, a faithful servant in the church, a good pro-
vider for my family, and a serving citizen in my community. I was also a toxic 
human to live with at home. I was full of fear and anger, and I was terrified of 
failing and being abandoned. Everything in my life had to be perfect, especially 
my wife and sons! 

Thank God for the day that I crashed and burned. 

 Realizing that I was a miserable failure in life, I asked God to take my life. 
Rather than do so, He directed me to return to the point in time where I passed the 
bitter judgments against my dad. He revealed to me that I had to repent of those 
judgments and ask his forgiveness. 

 He did not condone my father’s behavior even as He did not condone mine. 
Yet I was required of the Father to stand over Dad’s grave and repent of my con-
demning judgments against him as well as ask his forgiveness. As I did, I felt the 
ax cut the root of the bitterness in my soul. John the Baptist preached the message 
of bearing fruit worthy of repentance saying, “and even now the ax is laid to the 
root of the trees” (Luke 3:9). By the power of God, I was liberated from a bitter 
soul. 

 The change that came over me was immediate. The chaos within my soul 
lifted in a moment of time as the peace of God arose in its stead. I was a changed 
man. I suddenly became considerate and nice. Even my wife was startled by the 
sudden change. She actually became frightened. 

 I was not the same man she had married, but soon she realized the peace of 
God that was in me. The Father had removed all the bitterness of my soul that 
had kept me bound to chaos. He aligned my soul with His fullness, His holiness 
and He set me free! 
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 I cannot tell you how important it is that we examine the fruit of our lives 
and be courageous enough to face our areas of bitterness by repenting and releas-
ing forgiveness. This action makes all the difference between a healthy soul, or a 
lifetime of bitterness, cynicism, jealousy, hatred, and ultimate destruction. We 
have the opportunity to change our future by addressing these issues in our own 
lives today.  Jesus did it for me. He will do it for all of us! 
(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife. You will find more on this subject in 
Larry’s book The Orphan Heart. He is also the author of Kingdom Life Finding—Life Beyond Church. 
In that book you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church 
experience often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in the king-
dom of God. Contact info:  www.kingdomlife.org) 

 I received the revelation from the Holy Spirit that the restoration of 
the Tabernacle of David in this twenty-first century would cause a rede-
fining of the true Church and take it beyond the religious gatherings that 
many call church, but still cling to Old Testament, Law-driven structures. 
He also said it would Spearhead a new Spiritual Awakening and a new 
Movement. The Tabernacle of David restored was described as a spear-
head or driving force to bring about a new spiritual awakening to the earth 
and out of that awakening would emerge a new spiritual movement. He 
described it to me this way; It will be like the earlier Jesus Movement and 
the Charismatic Movement of the 1960's through the early 1980's, but be 
much stronger and have a greater impact for decades to come. I just read a 
recent monthly news bulletin from our apostolic leader and overseer who 
stated he remembers joining 30 pastors in Morgantown, Pennsylvania, in 
baptizing 1500 young people in a Mennonite farm pond during the last 
outpouring of the Spirit in the Jesus People Movement. I was reminded 
how these two movements changed the face of the Church almost com-
pletely, especially in the area of worship and music in the church. New 
leadership emerged and formed many different streams of ministry that 

Hear Sam Brassfield at Kingdom Congress 2018 
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went global in their influence and dynamics. They became change agents 
for the kingdom of God in those days because they were bold in their ef-
forts to change the old mindsets that were largely focused on building per-
sonal kingdoms and not building the body of Christ and the Kingdom of 
God.  

 Looking back for a clearer perspective of the thing that played a major 
role in the last spiritual awakening, I would have to say it was the reestab-
lishing of Davidic worship. This form of worship created an atmosphere 
that was totally nontraditional but one that was truly Biblical and the true 
pattern of worship established in the New Testament era. All of these so 
called free spirits or hippy subculture youth were just being led of the 
Spirit of God to restore the Tabernacle of God in the last part of the twen-
tieth century.  

 And, of all things, they brought their tambourines, djembe drums, gui-
tars and flutes to church and introduced a whole new sound in the tradi-
tional church world. A very religious world was accustomed to hearing 
the pipe organ and piano played while a robed choir sang formal hymns 
sandwiched between the Sunday morning announcements and offertory, 
and just before the preacher stepped into the pulpit for his weekly word 
from the Lord. For one thing, this Davidic worship disturbed their comfort 
zone big time! This new style of free and joyful praises coming from 
newly saved, subculture creatures was rocking the old wineskins to the 
very core of their being! They were still singing “Rock of Ages” but with 
a totally different beat! As we now know, the old wineskins as a whole 
totally, or almost totally, rejected this new style of worship. The evangeli-
cal churches, in particular, discounted it as a way too far out type of praise 
and worship for them all together. For the very few who did allow them to 
attend their church services for the second time, they became the ones 
who grew not only in numbers but became the new wineskin churches 
who reaped a first fruits harvest of souls for the kingdom of God. By the 
way, those new converts became the leaders of that new movement that 
arose in the earth and are now the influential men and women in the pre-
sent church world. The end results were what finally caught the attention 
of the old wineskin churches, that being, an abundant harvest of souls 
that came into the kingdom of God. It was those new converts that changed the 
face of the Church during that time of spiritual renewal. This very same type of 
thing is about to happen once again. I have absolutely no idea of what it will be 
named for future generations' sake, but it will be one of the greatest moves of the 
Holy Spirit recorded in the chronicles of history, for sure.  

 Well, it's time, according to the Holy Spirit, for another great spiritual awak-
ening in the earth. And the same basic ingredients that were the right mix for the 
last awakening will be the same for this one also.  

 We have an emerging generation that has the right DNA, or what I call Di-
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vine Nature Anointing, waiting in the wings, but not for long. They are so prop-
erly wired for this next great spiritual awakening in the earth. From what I have 
experienced visiting the many local churches and attending places, these youth 
are involved in praise and worship. I have absolutely no doubt that they are the 
next Davidic generation arising in the earth. They are the twenty-first century 
spiritual type of Obed-Edom and family who will leave the farm so to speak, and 
move to Zion the city of David. They will become the next attendants in the 
newly rebuilt spiritual Tabernacle of David.  

 So, what is this spiritual spearhead called the Tabernacle of David all about? 
What are its fundamentals that will not only spearhead a new spiritual awakening 
but also result in a new spiritual movement in the earth? The Tabernacle of 
David is the name given to the little tent that King David erected up on Mount 
Zion in the city of Jerusalem that housed the Ark of God. It became the very cen-
ter of the new order of joyful praise and worship that stood in very sharp contrast 
to the solemn worship that occurred in the Tabernacle of Moses just down the 
road a few miles.  

 The Levitical priesthood in Moses' Tabernacle was still offering up sacrifices 
of animals at the prescribed times and seasons, while the new Davidic order was 
where Israel was offering sacrifices of praise in joyful songs filled with thanks-
giving to the Living God of Israel. His very manifest Presence was now once 
again in their midst. Their earthly King David was leading them in a totally new 
order of live worship. The Tabernacle of David was a prototype of the worship 
that was coming to the New Testament Church. Its sacrifices are from the New 
Covenant priesthood, which offers sacrifices of praise, joy and thanksgiving, no 
longer the blood of bulls and goats. Christ Himself is our High Priest in Whom 
and by Whom we can now offer ourselves as a living sacrifice unto His Father in 
heaven.  

(I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of 
God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members 
and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing 
to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and SPIRITUAL 
WORSHIP.) Romans 12:1.  

 This new order of worship requires the total man or woman as the case 
may be. Worshiping God with our whole being, spirit, soul and body; this is wor-
shiping in spirit and in truth and is called SPIRITUAL WORSHIP. The old type 
or covenant worship was only done in the flesh and not the spirit. Ritualistically, 
they offered something outside of themselves to God. Now God was requiring 
that they become the sacrifice which required total commitment, not just an offer-
ing from an outside source. David said on one occasion, "I will offer nothing to 
the Lord that does not cost me something." The old required the total sacrifice of 
an animal of some sort, but now that same total commitment is required of the 
true worshiper.  

 The sacrifices of animals were merely a crude outline or foreshadowing of 
the good things to come. If it were otherwise, those sacrifices offered day after 
day and year after year would not have stopped. The worshipers had to be 
cleansed once and for all time. For their sacrifice or worship to be acceptable unto 
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the Lord, it had to be guilt free and have no consciousness of sin. Christ Who 
offered Himself on our behalf, made the way possible for the worshiper to offer 
his sacrifices of praise to be acceptable unto God.  

(Through Him, therefore, let us constantly and at all times offer up to God a sac-
rifice of praise, which is the fruit of /ips that thankfully acknowledges and con-
fesses, and glorifies His name). Hebrews 13:15.  

 The phrase Davidic worship just simply means to worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth. This type of worship is an act of the whole person, not just some 
mental ascent played out in a certain form or ritual without the spirit, soul and 
body of the worshiper involved. The Worship of David's Tabernacle included 
singing, instrumental music, standing, kneeling, bowing, hands raised high, clap-
ping and dancing like David did when he brought the Ark of God to Zion's Hill.  
We are to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind and with all 
our strength. Mark 12:30.  

 In addition to the order of worship outlined for the Church, the Tabernacle of 
David strongly contends for the proclamation and authority of Christ through His 
Church, thus prefiguring the priestly, kingly and prophetic ministries of the 
Church. These threefold anointings are three of the four elements of the Taberna-
cle of David.  

 Jesus came to build His Church and gather to Himself a people from every 
tribe and nation to worship and serve Him as a royal kingdom of priests. He is 
still doing that very thing of building His Church along with restoring the Taber-
nacle of David in each ensuing generation. We have witnessed a renewed empha-
sis of this restoration in the second half of the twentieth century and the begin-
ning of this twenty-first century for the sole purpose of building His Church. We 
must also remember that there have been those throughout Church history who 
have embraced and practiced the principles of Davidic worship. We have read 
about those who in the power of the Holy Spirit were a prophetic people and 
worked tirelessly to establish and advance the kingdom of God in their generation 
and on their "watch." These ministered as prophets, priests and kings in the earth 
and helped change their world. So it is today, the Father still seeks worshipers 
who will worship Him in spirit and in truth. The restoration of the Tabernacle is a 
restoration of worship in spirit and in truth and so much more as we shall see in 
the near future.  

(Samuel L. Brassfield is president and co-founder of Harvest International Ministries, Inc. 
[HIM], which is a mission, evangelistic and teaching outreach with an apostolic and pro-
phetic foundation, to advance the Kingdom of God. He has authored two books and is in 
the process of writing others at this time. This article was taken from Sam’s training man-
ual on the Tabernacle of David. Sam and Nancy travel as prophetic conference speakers 
and teachers in local churches and conferences each year.  They have recently started a 
school of ministry in which they take the teaching and training to local churches. Contact 
info:  512-525-1001 * sbrassfield1@live.com.) 
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 Well, it's been something so far! There is most definitely a different atmos-
phere so far this year.  I have noticed that while people are seemingly being 
pounded by illness and circumstances, there are "finallies" busting wide open! 
What?! It makes sense, however, in the light of multiple words last year about 
things getting tougher and tougher and then... THEN a breakthrough in the first 
quarter of 2018.  

 I remember at the beginning of last year hearing 2017 is the year of pus ex-
traction. Therefore, a drawing salve season began: The reason drawing salve 
works is that it softens the skin around the splinter or whatever else is in there 
and this then enables the body to more easily eject the foreign object. This is 
something that the body does naturally anyway, but by moisturizing the area and 
using anti-inflammatory agents you simply encourage this to work more quickly 
before the wound closes over it. At the same time it can encourage blood flow 
which will also help to create pus, and as the pus is ejected from the body so too 
is the foreign object. (healthguidance.org) Pus was being extracted in these areas 
(to name a few): GOVERNMENT LEADERS with dark roots e.g., Traitors, 
Tyrants, Secret Societies, Slave Masters and those which have held manipulative 
sway in the high courts of this land! WITCHES are being brought to the light so 
their tentacles will be cut off of this nation and THE CHURCH; SOCIETY'S 
BANDAIDS like “anything goes because I’m a victim“ are also being extracted. 
RELIGIOUS IDEALS like man-made, manipulative ideology that has held 
sway in the man-made “high positions” of the church were also extracted. This 
year of extraction also included our being extracted from captivity and we victori-
ously came out with all the bells and whistles GOD had originally installed! 

 Yeah, I'd say that is exactly what last year was.  The festering had to be dealt 
with! The poison had to be extracted.  So, the first quarter of this year is when we 
begin to see what God has been dealing with nationally and personally.  That is 
why there is a seeming mix of last year's funk along with “finally-
suddenlies”.  That last bit of poison has a tendency to try and hold on for dear 
life.  So, don't give up, " 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked [He will not 
allow Himself to be ridiculed, nor treated with contempt nor allow His precepts to 
be scornfully set aside]; for whatever a man sows, this and this only is what he 
will reap. 8 For the one who sows to his flesh [his sinful capacity, his worldliness, 
his disgraceful impulses] will reap from the flesh ruin and destruction, but the 
one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 Let us not grow 
weary or become discouraged in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap, 
if we do not give in." (Galatians 6:7-9 AMP).  IT IS TIME. 

 One last note, I just found it very interesting how the State of the Union Ad-

Hear Melissa Gabler at Kingdom Congress 2018 
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dress was the same night as the Super Blue Blood Moon.  Go with me here:  the 
moon affects the tide. This was a very rare event in our nation. Likewise a Presi-
dent of the United States ending the SOTU Address with, “Trust in God”, was a 
rare event the same night, and both are affecting the tide of our nation. The tide 
has turned.  Let's do this.  Let’s declare to the year 2018, “You are going to be a 
remarkable year”. 

(Melissa will be leading worship and speaking at KINGDOM CONGRESS 2018. All information for 
KC2018 is at this link:  martygabler.com/KC2018/) 

 I would like to take some familiar scripture to encourage ministers 
especially, but to all of us regardless of our title or position.  (Acts 3:1-10) 
I will not write this out for the sake of brevity but comment.  First I’ll give 
you my “oxymoron,” statement: there are a whole lot of lame people 
walking around.”  I know that doesn’t make sense but most of it is not 
physical, it’s SPIRITUAL LAMENESS.  The “Look At Us” title should 
stir us to asking ourselves, “Do we want people to put confidence in us, to 
the degree that our boldness would be to draw attention to the power that 
Christ told us we have: “and you shall be endured with power”.  

  I’m so glad there was a Pentecost.  There is a danger of low expectations, I 
think.  “If I believe and it doesn’t happen...”, well you usually get what you ex-
pect. ”I’m way too old to feel good again”, well you usually get what you expect.  
I want to dig down into the life of this man who was cripple from his mother’s 
womb for 40 years.  Talk about a routine!  He was laid daily at the gate.  If I were 
a beggar, I would want to be placed right where so called “religious” people 
could feel sorry for me and I could look up and connect with their eyes. If I can 
make eye contact, I’ll get something! (Same thing at red lights today).  Notice he 
was laid where he could see the Gate Beautiful. This was no ordinary gate. It was 
either part gold and special brass but, historians tell us, it was absolutely gor-
geous.  As far as he was concerned, he would never pass through that gate and, he 
could just forget about going into the temple. That ain’t gonna happen.  I wonder 
how many people he asked, “Hey, what’s it like in there?”  Also note as our, two 
freshly baptized in the Holy Ghost, ministers were going to temple at 3:00 p.m. 
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He saw them and asked for alms but was confronted with, ”Look At Us.”  He 
now was at attention, expecting to get something.  Verse 6 starts with, “We don’t 
have any money and I know you don’t take credit cards,” At this point it gets 
very interesting as they continue with, “But what I do have”.  “STOP-HOLDO, 
STOPO.  If you don’t have money, you can’t help me.”  (Lame thinking) At this 
point it takes courage to raise your expectations. Why? Because we’re so afraid 
of disappointment.  “Down here on the groud is my routine.  I have a cup, I need 
my daily bread and, P.S. I don’t want the pain of breaking my pattern.”  (A pat-
tern is doing the same thing day in, day out, even with your eyes closed.)   

  If mother nature calls and wakes me up at night to tell me I need to empty 
my bladder, I could literally, in the dark, make my way there and back without 
opening my eyes.  Every day was Groundhog Day for this man.  He had an ugly 
problem at a Beautiful gate.  He was accustomed to putting his hope and confi-
dence only in those entering that gate and he got what he expected and no more.  
He saw others go in with expectation and surely he thought “But, it’s not for me. 
I’m not meant to be happy”.  He received the by-product of their joy and expecta-
tion but none of it originated in him.  Some thoughts coming out of that type of 
mentality can be, “All of my time, 24-7, is spent getting what I need to make ends 
meet.  Maybe I’m not supposed to be in ministry or meant to be a physician or to 
have a child.”  “It’s frustrating to see people go into their expectations (Temple) 
and receive what they need but I can only get near and never go into.”   Here is 
the mindset of this lame man and way too many of us.  

 You’ve got to be willing to receive SPIRITUAL HELP.  “Yeah, but if I can 
keep a lid on my expectations, I won’t be disappointed.” We must choose to re-
ceive spiritual help. This is what Peter and John had.  What they had would 
change his life forever.  This is a lesson for us as well as “lame” people we know.  
Too many are happy just to get by one more day.  It’s painful to raise someone’s 
expectations if we can’t deliver.   

  For “lame” mentality persons their spiritual, mental impairment can contrib-
ute to their physical disability.  A man named Josh in my church was on his job 
site and he saw an elderly woman in pain walking slowly and the Spirit told him 
to go over and ask if he could pray for her.  So he went through one of those 
“Look At Us “ moments.  As he approached her, she asked him, “Can I help 
you?”  And he said, “Ma’am, I would like to pray for you.”  She said, “You can 
but it won’t make any difference.”  So he prayed and you could hear all of her 
bones cracking.  She was healed!  By believing and obeying we  can make a dif-
ference.  The enemy has convinced us to settle. (Settle: to complete a decision.)  
Some born-again believers are claiming victory while living defeated lives.  How 
many spiritually lame people do we know that cannot stand on their own two 
spiritual feet?  I think when the lame man’s ears heard Peter say, “We have no 
money”, it probably wasn’t the first time but scripture said, “Expecting to receive 
something from them.”  “After all, don’t you guys know why I’m here and why I 
need money?”  Now there’s a question for us ministers but can we say “Such as I 
have,  look on us” and deliver?  We must, as discerning believers led by God’s 
Spirit, call out, “Look on us”, and then speak what God says they need on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
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  Thank God for Pentecost and the power in His name.  Too many of us are 
too satisfied just to get by for just one more day.  Can our “Look On Us” procla-
mation bring something more than a one-day provision?  Sure money is important 
but it can’t cure all our ills.  Think about how comfortable this lame man was 
simply because he hadn’t used his legs in 40 years and he never expected to!  He 
had no prior knowledge of how to walk only to see others do it. I love this part. 
Let me rephrase Peter’s words for a moment:  ”I’m not going to give you what 
you requested, I’m going to give you what you need!”  For just a millisecond 
that lame man thought, “Oh great, now they think they know what I need. Cheap-
skates!”  What you request will placate your condition for one more day. What I 
can give you can deliver you for life!   

  As I said earlier, “There are a lot of ‘cripple’ people ‘walking’ around.”  I 
think God’s people are as much at fault and maybe even more than the lame man.  
He could not use his limbs but we have something called “dunamis power” that 
we haven’t used in years, which makes us spiritually lame!  If we’re crippled in 
our minds and in our thinking, given up on joy, given up on life and have rele-
gated our lives to a day-to-day survival, we must stir up that power Jesus said we 
have.  Jesus’ name is our legal authority to transact spiritual business with 
God.  Peter and John looked at his circumstance and became the link to God’s 
will for that man.  To remain in our “lame” state is not God’s will.  Lame theol-
ogy, lame doctrine, lame expectations will get you lame results.  God is willing 
to do more for the lame man than the lame man is willing to receive and that 
sounds like some folks today.   

 “He took him by the right hand and lifted him up.” (Verse 7)   I think it 
passed through the lame man’s mind, “If I’m not too proud to beg for the least, 
then I should accept the spiritual help offered to me”.  Let’s revisit the lame 
man’s thinking and ours for a moment. On the very cusp of extending his right 
hand, “Hey, these guys are nuts, spiritual fanatics. I’ve never walked. I don’t 
know how to walk!” In that mentality he could have reacted to them by saying, 
“Let’s get practical...I need money!”  A truly physically, spiritually lame person 
does not see a cure.  But Look-on-us-people discern needs and see destinies for 
others.  After 40 years how many well-wishers contributed to the man’s needs but 
gave him nothing of eternal value?  They ALSO only see a day-at-a-time exis-
tence!  Ministers, believers, declare today in your heart, “I will accept God’s 
spiritual help.  I will ‘reach up’ in Jesus’ name and I will be changed.”   

 After being given something of lasting value he’s bouncing off the walls, 
dancing, leaping, praising God, walking into the temple and with a heart of grati-
tude, now he is likely thinking, “So this is what the presence of God feels like”, 
and every time he went to temple he glanced over at that place in his past where 
they laid him every day—lame. Our boasting is in the name of the Lord but we 
need to continue in our callings and renew our vocabulary by telling others, 
“Look On Us” in Jesus’ name. 

(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the Association 
of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. His teaching CDs are 
available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed 
and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 
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 The need in our nation is far greater than politicians, military, law-
enforcement and the medical community, combined, can handle. (“From 
Heaven to Earth” is the theme at Kingdom Congress 2018.) We must have 
in this earth that which is beyond earth because, for decades, the best ef-
forts of man in this earth have fallen miserably short. The Lord Jesus 
(King of Kings) commanded His disciples to pray that His Kingdom 
would come in earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10). It is plain to see in our 
Lord’s command that what exists in heaven can be moved into the earth 
through prayer by available vessels who align themselves with His pur-
poses, who don’t merely pray but position themselves to be the vessel 
through which the power and provision of heaven move. Those same dis-
ciples are the ones who were said to have “turned the world upside down” 
in Acts 17:6. Conclusion, something moved through them from heaven 
into earth and the result was as though the world was turned upside down 
because the outcome was so different from the norm. 

 “Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given me are for signs 
and wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, Who dwells on Mount 
Zion.” (Isa.8:18, NASB) A sign is something that points to something 
greater than itself. The sign is never the focus but that which it represents. 
Isaiah’s children and their names were an ongoing message (a sign) to the 
nation of Israel. Jehovah was attempting to move His resolve and provi-
sion from heaven into the earth in Israel by giving Israel a sign through 
living, breathing members of their community. Sons of God are still signs 
in the earth of answers that are in heaven and ready to be moved into 
earth. 

 Being a sign in the earth is accomplishing something that shows our 

Marty will be prophetically ministering 
at Kingdom Congress 2018 
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Lord’s character (His Name) in this earth. That which is in heaven comes 
into this earth through an earthen vessel and continually points back to its 
Source in heaven by what it says and what it does until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
(Eph.4:13) Don’t sell yourself short. Don’t stop short of becoming a ma-
ture man; don’t stop short of the measure of the stature or the fullness of 
Christ. It is a life well-lived, a life well-spent, a life of godly character for 
His glory that is a vessel to contain what has been imparted from heaven. 

 Prayer is a great avenue for moving what is in heaven into earth. In a voice 
of command, the Lord God spoke to Jeremiah and required that he “call unto” 
Him (Jer.33:3). Calling unto God has a purpose. It was not a religious exercise 
that God wanted to observe Jeremiah busy with.  God said, “Call unto me AND I 
will answer.” It would be in agreement with what God fully intended to do in the 
earth. God must agree with Himself and with His Word, His will, His plan. God 
is not without purpose, not without a plan; but there are times when God has been 
without someone to stand in the gap calling upon Him to move power and au-
thority from heaven into the earth. Eze 22:30  "I searched for a man among 
them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, so 
that I would not destroy it; but I found no one.  Ezekiel does not say that a large 
company is required but, in v.30, ONE will do.  Lk 18:1  ALSO [Jesus] told them 
a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not to turn coward 
(faint, lose heart, and give up). (Amp)  1Ti 2:8  I will therefore that men pray 
every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. Calling unto God 
in alignment with His plan and purpose moves power and restoration into earth. 
(See Jer.33:6-14) 

 IF…. THEN…. in the Bible is significant.  2Ch 7:14  IF My people, who 
are called by My name, shall humble themselves, pray, seek, crave, and require 
of necessity My face and turn from their wicked ways, THEN will I hear from 
heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land. (Amp) A primary thing must take 
place so that a secondary thing can. God is saying, “Seek Me, call unto Me so I 
can show you things to do and empower you to do what you have never done.” 
But, if we continue to seek man and call unto man, man will show us things that 
are within his grasp and understanding. Man will offer you things out of the trove 
of his poverty of human experience. The answers we need in our lives and in this 
present world situation far exceed the ability of human reason, religion, politi-
cians and special interest groups. The reason we have not experienced some of 
the great promises and provisions of God is not because we have never heard of 
them, rather it is because they have been displaced by 1.) fear of things beyond 
our experience and 2.) unbelief and 3.) the influence of people and things that are 
not righteous. Shuffling people in and out of political office and just throwing 
more money at issues is settling for, at the very least, miserable facsimiles of the 
righteous solutions available from the throne of God. Those throne solutions will 
be completely different from our tried-and-failed standbys. 

 Even as God promised Jeremiah that He would reverse the disastrous effect 
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upon Jerusalem, He will reverse the disastrous events befalling our nation and our 
families. “Call upon Me and I will” (Jer.33:3) is proof positive that our prayers 
can affect and turn around a city, a nation, a church and a family and descendants. 
We must move away from other influences in order to call upon God in heaven 
for His Kingdom to come into earth (Matt.6:10). 

 It is easy to get oneself caught up in fear and despair with current events and 
not realize that Third Heaven (seat of rule of the King) is pressing into first 
heaven (earth) while devastating second heaven (spirit realm). Consider this re-
vealing Psalm:  Psa 2:1  Why the big noise, nations? Why the mean plots, peo-
ples?  2  Earth-leaders push for position, Demagogues and delegates meet for 
summit talks, The God-deniers, the Messiah-defiers:  3  "Let's get free of God! 
Cast loose from Messiah!"  4  Heaven-throned God breaks out laughing. At first 
he's amused at their presumption;  5  Then he gets good and angry. Furiously, he 
shuts them up:  6  "Don't you know there's a King in Zion? A coronation banquet 
Is spread for him on the holy summit."  7  Let me tell you what GOD said next. 
He said, "You're my son, And today is your birthday.  8  What do you want? 
Name it: Nations as a present? continents as a prize?  9  You can command them 
all to dance for you, Or throw them out with tomorrow's trash."  10  So, rebel-
kings, use your heads; Upstart-judges, learn your lesson:  11  Worship GOD in 
adoring embrace, Celebrate in trembling awe.  12  Kiss Messiah! Your very lives 
are in danger, you know; His anger is about to explode, But IF YOU MAKE A 
RUN FOR GOD--YOU WON'T REGRET IT! (MSG) 

 “There is a mystery… The Kingdom of God is here; but instead of 
destroying human sovereignty, it has attacked the sovereignty of Satan. 
The Kingdom of God is here but instead of making changes in the ex-
ternal, political order of things, it is making changes in the spiritual 
order and in the lives of men and women... 

 “The Kingdom of God which is yet to come in power and great 
glory is actually present among men in advance in an unexpected form 
to bring to men in the present evil Age the blessings of the Age to 
Come… Matt.12:28 clearly says that the Kingdom of God has entered 
into the present evil age. 

 “The mystery of the Kingdom is this: The Kingdom of God is here 
but not with irresistible power. The Kingdom of God has come, but it 
is not like a stone grinding an image to powder… it is like a man sow-
ing seed. It does not force itself upon men… They must receive it; the 
response must come from a willing heart and a submissive 
will.” (George Eldon Ladd) 

 We are in an era of history when nothing less than the extraordinary of 
Heaven is required in the earth. We cannot and will not look for those things of-
fered by mere religious sentiment that serve as nothing more than band-aids cov-
ering the unresolved issues and fruitless programs of western religion. We must 
lift up our heads from where we are and look to where there are Transforming 
Power and radical answers that change individuals and grip them with an insatia-
ble vision for the Kingdom of Heaven in the earth.  



I will not allow any person nor any 
adverse circumstance to determine 

the lifespan of the hope God 
originally put in me.
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* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.

Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com
PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US

We have been putting dates on the 
Calendar after the magazine goes out.
Please check Marty’s FaceBook page
and martygabler.com for dates.
We also serve on presbyteries,
councils and prayer groups during
the week that we don’t post.
Thank you for your prayers as
we travel.– Marty & Kathy
Feb. 9 * Carthage, TX
From Dreams to Destiny Conference
Word Alive Outreach Ministries
Host: Dayna Milam
Marty & Kathy, Dr. Don Crum
Wordalivetx.com

Feb. 10* Carthage, TX
From Dreams to Destiny Conference

Feb. 18 * Houston, TX 
Global Advance Church
Pastors: Luis y Korey Gomez
2:00pm  *  281-580-8574
luis1gomez@hotmail.com
Bilingual Service*Spanish/English
www.globaladvancechurch.org

Feb. 25 * Houston, TX
Centro de Restauracion Familiar
Family Restoration Center
Bilingual Service*Spanish/English
Pastors Jorge y Lorena Gamboa
Marty & Kathy ministering
Service time:  5:00pm
281-857-6604
www.ficmi.org

Mar. 7 * Willis, TX
KINGDOM CONGRESS 2018
THEME: “FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH”
These speakers have a word from the
Lord for you at KC2018!   7 :00pm
Sam Brassfield, Melissa Gabler, Simon 
Purvis, Jim Hodges, Kathy Gabler, Larry 
Burden, Dr. Don Crum

There will be prophetic worship, 
prophetic ministry and activation 
services.
Info: martygabler.com/kc2018/

Mar. 8 * Willis, TX
KINGDOM CONGRESS 2018
9:30am & 7:00pm

Mar. 9 * Willis, TX
KINGDOM CONGRESS 2018
9:30am & 7:00pm

Mar . 16 * Eagle Lake, TX
KINGDOM IMPACT CONFERENCE
Pastors LaDell & Sarah Wilson
Team Gabler, Jorge & Lorena Gamboa
www.nextlevelcc.org

Mar . 17* Eagle Lake, TX
KINGDOM IMPACT CONFERENCE

Mar . 18 * Eagle Lake, TX
KINGDOM IMPACT CONFERENCE

Website:  seecministries.org 
Daily Devotions:  martygabler.com
Email:  mail@seecministries.org
SEEC Ministries International
PO Box 298   Coldspring,TX 77331-
0298
Office:  936-653-4108
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