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Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.

Volume 21

SEEC Magazine

3

December2017/January2018

Growing up on Abraham Avenue, playing Hopscotch and Hide-andgo-seek, Zacharias, Elizabeth, Joseph and Mary had no idea how they
would fit in the plans of God and the history of man. Amid all their lessons in history and prophecy from the Torah, they had never pictured
themselves as key players in the greatest story ever told. However, their
lives were divinely positioned for the plans of God.
Do you think Zacharias eating his bagel and lox at breakfast was
PREPARED to meet Gabriel at work that morning? When the gigantic
angel suddenly showed up with a telegram from God, it terrified Zacharias. Obviously, he was not PREPARED, but he was POSITIONED by
God . . . in destiny . . . in purpose . . . in history . . . for that meeting.
Do you think Elizabeth was PREPARED to be the mother of the forerunner of the Messiah? In all her prayers for a child, that had definitely
never entered her mind! On top of that, Elizabeth was barren; and she and
her husband were both well along in years. Age opposed purpose! Age
defied destiny. Age contradicted the plans of God! So, no, she was not
PREPARED to birth John the Baptist, but she was POSITIONED by
God . . . in destiny . . . in purpose . . . in the history of mankind!
Do you think Joseph was PREPARED to find his fiancé pregnant with
the Messiah? The turn of events very likely made Joseph feel betrayed
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and a victim of injustice. He could easily imagine his name being whispered in snide comments among his peers. His boyish dreams of heroism
and purpose never looked like this, yet he was POSITIONED . . . in destiny . . . in purpose . . . in history . . . to be a hero of the faith.
Do you think Mary was PREPARED for a conversation with an angel
to end with her being pregnant with the Messiah? Her girlish daydreams
of romance and home and family had never played out like this, neither
could these circumstances fit in any of her spiritual aspirations! Nothing
could have prepared her to feel so disqualified in her society yet be so divinely POSITIONED in the plans of God . . . in destiny . . . in purpose . . .
in history!
Do you think they had any sense they were POSITIONED for their
purpose? I don’t think so! Neither did the Widow of Nain plodding along
in the funeral procession, feel POSITIONED by God to dance home with
a resurrected son, but she was! Saul atop his horse, on a Christian-killing
missions, answering only to the Sanhedrin had no warning he was about
to be blind, wrapped around that horse’s knees and entering training to be
as apostle, but he was POSITIONED by the purpose of God! Murmuring
Martha, grieving and waiting to give Jesus a piece of her mind over his
tardiness, had no inkling she was about to un-bury the brother she had
buried four days before, but she was POSITIONED . . . in destiny . . . in
purpose . . . in history?
Zach and Liz did not know they were born to produce the forerunner
of Christ. And if they had known, at their age they would have felt certain
that they had outlived purpose! Elizabeth’s age and health and natural
mind could not see a pregnancy in her future, especially not one of such
divine order. How many people of God, because of age and health and
life’s circumstances, feel they have outlived purpose, not realizing there
are people not yet born that they are destined to touch, not realizing there
are circumstances not yet in existence they were born to affect or cover in
prayer?
Mary and Joseph never would have guessed their common, mundane
lives were moving toward such eternal impact. In fact, they probably
never fully grasped the magnitude of their purpose while they lived on
earth. The issues and responsibilities of everyday life had to overshadow
their thinking and senses at times. Seven-year-old Jesus most likely took
his father’s hammer and left it by the creek to rust, after he’d nailed a boat
together using his mom’s best serving bowl. At supper that night, I’m
sure neither Joseph or Mary sensed divine purpose at work in their lives or
his! The majority of the time they were simply rearing a son. And they
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probably wondered if they were doing well. After all, everyone remembered the time they had accidentally left him behind while traveling. And
you know they had typical friends and family watching their non-typical
teenager with an opinionated glare.
Awareness of purpose is easily lost among the stuff of everyday life.
Nevertheless, our efficient God is weaving our lives with purpose daily.
No one is born for one event. There is purpose infused in every inch of
our path through life. The flow of purpose is so intricately woven by God
that we will only realize its full significance in hindsight. So, the true
simplicity of purpose boils down to living aware of God daily. Thanksgiving, praise, worship, obedience and godly choices will flow out of that
awareness. We tend the garden of our life, watering the plants daily, not
sure when or how often they will bloom in our lifetime and thereafter.
We are POSITIONED to be faithful in watering and He is faithful to bring
forth fruit that is eternal.
Did you think you were born to just live, then die? Our God, who knows the
end of everything before it begins has interwoven our lives in the tapestry of his
plans for mankind. Each thread brings color and dimension to the big picture. If
we think our life span is just about us, we live in danger of being robbed of destiny.
Is walking in God-ordained purpose easy? No, every Bible biography is far
from easy. However, if God be for us, What or Who can be against us? Can age
deteriorate purpose? Can circumstances nullify purpose? The enemy hopes you
will think so. He hopes we will believe we are too weak, too old, too flawed or
too unworthy to even have purpose. The enemy cannot defeat your purpose nor
keep God from positioning you in history, he can only hope you will climb off
your horse and quit!
It takes faith to realize that our purpose is essential in the plans of God. If
we try to measure the success of our lives, we step out of the protection of faith
and trust in the Lord. God has the Grace we need to fulfill what we were born to
do! So, let’s just do it. And may we never stop just because we can’t see its effect or success. Don’t stop being faithful daily just because you feel you can accomplish little or nothing. The purpose and plans of God will out last your weaknesses and mistakes and disappointments. Don’t stop because you are tired.
Lean into His rest. Don’t stop because you are discouraged. Lean into His courage. God is faithful to guard His purpose in us because His purpose is bigger
than us.
No matter how young or how old we are, no matter what the current circumstances around us, we dare not agree with opposition in health or time or circumstance or relationships more than we agree that He has determined our days. Our
purpose is eternal and will continue when we step from this earthly realm into the
next. We must remain faithful and full of hope in this earthly dimension, know-
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ing it is the boot-camp development of our character and purpose for the next.
We can take rest in the confidence that God has POSITIONED us for His plans.
In covenant with our awesome God, it is His part to position our purpose in history. It is our part to walk it out daily.
(Plan now to attend Kingdom Congress 2018! Kathy will be speaking at Kingdom Congress. Detailed information may be found at: martygabler.com/kc2018/) Be sure to Friend
Marty on Facebook to keep abreast of all SEEC Ministries events!

The theme of the entire book of Psalms that bleeds over into the
prophets is the awakening of the nations. Psalm 2 starts out with the nations ranting against the authority of the Kingdom of God. Psa 2:3 says,
"Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!" A
paraphrase of that today would be, we don’t like the gospel because it
restricts our immoral behavior. These civil rulers and kings of the earth
speak out their rebellion. Their ranting represents all civil rulers in the
earth. However, along side their rant, an appeal is going up. The appeal
is the Son of God lifting His voice saying, “Father, I’m asking You for the
nations because You told me to ask that.” The Son wants inheritance
from every nation, tongue, tribe and people on the planet. So Psalm 2
starts off with two cries, one of rebellion and the other a request for full
inheritance for the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Psalm goes on to say
in verse 4, when the Lord God hears this rebellious rant, He laughs. He
holds the rebellious enemies in derision and scoffs at them. God was not
laughing at the world’s condition, but His laughter was a sign of victory.
God knew that despite rebellion represented in civil rulers and kings, His
own Son would be installed upon the throne in Zion where He will rule as
King of kings and Lord of lords with enough authority to secure His in-
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heritance from every people group. Before that Psalm closes, there is prophetic declaration that all nations will bow down and worship Him. Psa
22:27, 28 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD,
And all the families of the nations will worship before You. For the kingdom is the LORD'S And He rules over the nations. Psa 86:9 All nations
whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, And
they shall glorify Your name. Then awesome confirmation is in Isaiah 2,
where it says all nations will stream up to the mountain of the house of the
Lord to learn of His ways and to walk in His paths. The word way there
in Isaiah means culture. There is a Kingdom culture that God is bringing
every culture into that transcends every human culture. Isaiah prophesies
this will happen in the last days. Psa 9:19 Arise, O LORD, do not let
man prevail; Let the nations be judged before You. Psa 9:20 Put them in
fear, O LORD; Let the nations know that they are but men. Psa 59:8 But
You, O LORD, laugh at them; You scoff at all the nations. Psa 94:10 He
who chastens the nations, will He not rebuke? Psa 96:3 Tell of His glory
among the nations. The Lord reigns among the nations. Psa 110:6 He
will judge among the nations. Psa 113:4 The LORD is high above all nations; His glory is above the heavens. Psa 117:1 Praise the LORD, all
nations; Laud Him, all peoples!
This all started in Genesis in the dominion mandate, the culture mandate, the original great commission. When Jesus gave the Great Commission in Matt. 28, He was simply reaffirming the mission from the Genesis
start. God’s mission in the beginning was interrupted by the first Adam’s
failure. The Last Adam, Christ, re-established the commission of Genesis
1:28— 1) be fruitful and multiply, 2) fill the earth and 3) subdue and rule
over the works of My hands. To see God’s pattern, we must go back before sin. In the New Covenant we do not have to live sin-conscious.
They were sin-conscious in the Old Covenant because of the repeated sacrifices, but in the New Covenant, Christ was the Lamb slain once and for
all for all nations. Where the first Adam had failed, the Last Adam succeeded in restoring the earth back to its original call and intention. That is
now being worked out historically and experientially through God’s people who have tuned themselves into Christ the King and are walking in
Kingdom dynamics and directives. God works through a people in covenant relationship with Him to fulfill His mission in the earth.
The first couple had a three-fold calling and the anointing to walk it
out. When God calls us, He equips us. The three offices that Adam and
Eve walked in, (now restored in Christ), were first, priests before God.
Priests steward relationships both with God and with each other. Secondly, Adam and Eve walked in a kingly/queenly anointing because they
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were given delegated authority from God, the ultimate authority. God’s
authority in the heavenlies flows into the earth through those He walks
with in relationship to work His purpose. Thirdly, they were to walk in
the office of prophet. Not all are Eph. 4:11 prophets, but all God’s covenant people are prophetic and able to open their mouth and speak His
Word. They are all able to walk and live and minister by the Word of
God and share the Word with the world. The original calling on mankind
was to walk as priests, kings and prophets. Christ came to restore those
three callings upon us as new Adams and new Eves, a Kingdom of priests
and kings speaking God’s prophetic Word.
We have our calling and anointing. In Gen. 2:15, Then the LORD
God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and
keep it. Cultivating has to do with developing the place, furnishing it and
bringing it to full expression. Keep means to guard. (At some castles, the
little building with a watchman by the bridge over the moat is called a
Keep.) Part of the priestly role in the Old Testament was to guard the
sanctuary.
In Gen 2:10-14, Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden;
and from there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the first is
Pishon; it flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.
The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone are there.
The name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the whole land of
Cush. The name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates.
The prescription for success in mission endeavors is in Genesis. The
pattern and success for missions to be fulfilled until Christ returns is
found in three entities: 1) mankind, 2) the mission that God gave mankind
and 3) money. There in Gen.2:11, it said in Havilah there is gold.
Havilah was another land, like Eden was a land. Evidently, there was no
gold in Eden. To me, gold would speak of value or currency and would
imply trade and commerce in Havilah. The implication here seems to be
that a trip to Havilah to get gold was part of the pattern for mankind, mission and money. Not only did Havilah have gold, it had bdellium and
onyx stone. 1) I think the gold in Revelation coordinates with gold in
Genesis. Gold in scripture represents divinity, (as wood speaks of humanity). The gold here speaks of the will of Heaven being done here on earth.
God put something of Heaven on earth at the start. He put gold that reflected His Divinity and His value in the heavenlies. 2) The onyx stone is
a black stone and could correspond to the darkness that comes on the earth
when man falls in rebellion against his Creator. In the ancient world, the
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onyx stone was used along with a white stone in courts where judicial decisions were rendered. The white stone revealed in the courtroom spoke
acquittal. The black stone spoke of guilt. Jesus said in Revelation that He
would give us white stones. We are not guilty, Saints, because of the red
blood of the Lamb slain before the world’s foundation, the Lamb slain at
Golgotha, the Lamb ascended, the Lamb enthroned and the Lamb that has
overcome. According to Ex. 16:31, and Num.11:7, the white stone is also
associated with manna and is called bdellium. It tastes like coriander seed
or a wafer with honey, and it was this manna that saved Israel from starvation and preserved a generation to go in and fulfill God’s mandate in Canaan, the Holy Land. So, bdellium represents salvation, Christ, the Living
Bread, the Living Manna. Only He can sustain the world. Only He can
nourish a life, a family, a nation.
Economics is the engine of dominion. The dominion mandate, cultural mandate and great commission will not be fulfilled without economics. In Revelation, the tree of God with leaves that heal the nations says
the nations are healed, not just individually, but also economically and
culturally. As the nations come to the Lamb whose blood was shed, their
salvation is personal, economical and cultural. Some nations stay in systemic poverty and that is not because of resources. God never runs out of
resources. We are not running out of air or water. Mismanagement by
people who want to see others oppressed is the real issue. (Muslims recognize that economics is the engine of dominion. God help the Church to
realize it.)
Marketplace ministry is people in the workforce where God can
anoint a plumber as well as a preacher. Within the Church, 98% are in the
marketplace and 2% are in Church ministry.
1) One obvious fact about the marketplace minister is that just as the
gold in Havilah was there first, so was the marketplace domain there first.
It preceded civil government. The civil government did not show up in
the planet until Noah’s covenant. God wanted to work His purpose in the
earth through covenantal men, so He called Noah through the civil government mountain but there was already commerce, trade and marketplace
ongoing.
2) Jesus recruited marketplace men and women. He did not choose
His disciples from rabbinical school. In that day, those schools had become apostate and Jesus Himself never went to a rabbinical school. He
was taught by His step-dad, Joseph, and by His hometown synagogue
rabbi, but He was mainly taught by the Holy Spirit. He called the twelve
disciples, but in Luke 8, He called Joanna, Mary and Susanna, and they
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supported His ministry financially. They were not among the twelve because when Jesus came to save Israel and bring forth the new Israel, He
had to bring twelve men into apostleship to correspond to the twelve
tribes or the twelve sons of Jacob. However, in the new Israel, the New
Covenant, the Holy Ghost comes down on men and women and He raises
up both Adams and Eves to fulfill His purpose in this age. While Judas
was pilfering money, these business ladies had money to support the Savior. The New Covenant sets men and women free.
3) Economics and marketplace ministry were needed in the early
Church to underwrite care for the saints and resource the greater missions.
They had to take care of some widows and orphans and unemployed Jewish believers. (When 3000 came to Pentecost and converted Jews followed this Prophet from Nazareth, they most certainly had to have lost
their jobs.) In Acts 4, when the early Church brought their goods in common to take care of people, that was not an endorsement for Marxism.
That was a temporary measure to deal with all the unemployed believers.
It was not a permanent thing.
4) Our tithing and giving are directed to the mission of our Melchizedek priest, Jesus, so that He comes into His full inheritance among all the
nations. In the ancient world, every king had to have a war chest to finance his battles. Our King and His Kingdom need a war chest for the
victories our King will bring. We finance His victory in cities, cultures
and nations. God could go to war without His army, but He has chosen
not to do so, and we are His army. There is much giving to ministries today that is financing kingdoms of men and has little to do with Christ’s
kingly dominion in the earth. Let’s be sure that our tithing and giving go
into the mission of the Son of God getting His inheritance. The bottom
line is you and I are called as new Adams and Eves to steward and manage the earth under Christ’s authority. We surrender our hearts, lives and
resources and pray all nations awaken as the Son secures His inheritance!
(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a
relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the
nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ
internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This
book and other materials may be found at his website: fmci.org or by calling the office 972283-2262.)
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As an introduction to any teaching I like to remind us that truth is a
journey, not a destination. Nobody has a handle on all truth. We never
arrive fully, but the journey of truth is exciting. Truth will cost us, and all
truth is not of the same value. There are primary and secondary truths. If
you take secondary truth and try to make it a primary truth, you hit frustration in the Christian walk. The highest primary truth is Christ and
His government that rules over all. The Kingdom of God redeemed the
Church. The Church did not redeem the Kingdom. The Kingdom of God
rules over all. The Kingdom governs us individually, it governs the family, it governs the marketplace and it governs the civil government. The
Church is governed by the Kingdom, even though down through the years
the Church has lost the understanding of the Kingdom. One way this happened was by trying to make the Church primary instead of secondary to
the Kingdom. One of the great errors we are dealing with today is that
some religions make the Kingdom a future event and tie the Kingdom to
the Second Coming. That is a devastating doctrine. If we only have a
future Kingdom, there is no Kingdom rule over all of life right now, but
we are not waiting for the Second Coming in order to have hope. I heard
a leader in the Episcopal church say that by buying into the concept that
the Kingdom is only future, we have lost the power. Taking the secondary and trying to make it primary has caused great misunderstandings.
Secondary cannot be primary, nor can primary be secondary if we are to
see the truth. In Matt. 6:33, Jesus told us to seek first the Kingdom. In
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the Lord’s prayer, He did not say pray the Church come, but rather pray
the Kingdom come. Jesus Christ preached the gospel of the Kingdom, the
government or rule of God. Seeking first the Kingdom is primary and
causes all else to be added unto us.
The scripture tells us to love ourselves, but that is not primary. He
shows us how to love self (secondary) and keep His Kingdom government
primary. Material possessions cannot be primary or even the primary
source of “what meets your need.” Matt 6:21-24, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "The eye is the lamp of the body; so
then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. "But if your
eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that
is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! "No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
Man is spirit soul and body. The physical concerns the five
senses. The spirit makes us God-conscious. The soul is self. Both our
conscious and subconscious self is in the soul. The conscious is where we
make choices and have understanding and emotions, but deep down in the
soul, in the subconscious, we are rarely aware of the hidden inner drives
there. The scripture refers to this as two minds. This is what the man in
Mark 9, meant when he said, “I believe, but help my unbelief.” We can
believe something in the conscious but have unbelief in the subconscious.
We can be fearless in the conscious but full of fear in the subconscious.
We can be surrendered to God in the conscious but not be surrendered in
the subconscious, like the little boy who was sitting in the corner said he
was standing up on the inside. You can say you love God and want the
will of God and still have hidden desires and selfish motives hidden in the
subconscious. The disciples of the Lord were committed to the will of
God consciously but had a war going on inside, comparing with one another, striving with one another, fighting with one another, putting one
another down and being jealous of one another. We can commit to the
Lord consciously and not be committed in our subconscious.
Where man’s heart is, so is his treasure. The subconscious is where
the treasure is. Inside our subconscious there are strong desires, like desire for relationship, sexual urges, wanting acceptance, wanting to be
loved and wanting security. Even the desire for dominion is in the subconscious because it is part of our destiny and destiny is in the subconscious. All this is working on the inside of us. The problem in the Christian walk can be seen in Romans 7, where we externally will to do right,
but subconsciously something is fighting us. The fifth chapter of Gala-
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tians is about this inside war also. That is why we can will to do right at
times but then mess up. Basically, we act out of the conscious, but we
react out of the subconscious. Most Christians take the conscious and
suppress the subconscious because there are also a lot of angers and fears
down there. That explains why Christians can smile and do right and be
loving but then suddenly be angry and violently react out of the subconscious.
All the basic desires on the deep inside are put there by God, but we
were created for all these subconscious desires to be under the government of God. What makes these desires evil is that we put them under the
charge of self to be fulfilled. Subconscious self-rule can run our lives
even if we are saying otherwise. Desires from God can become evil if left
to self to fulfill. God never intended our character and holiness to be from
our conscious decisions. He intended something to be built down on the
inside of us, our inner being, our subconscious, that we would live out of
because it is who we are. It is not trying to be anything, rather, “I just
am.” Under the government of God, we don’t have to try to be happy, we
just are. God did not intend for us to strive through life to make choices
to be happy or patient or kind. All of this was meant to flow out of the
subconscious without a thought from the conscious. He never intended us
to live our lives out by thinking about being holy, secure or happy. Those
must come from the subconscious.
Coming into relationship with Jesus Christ affects the conscious, but
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is about the residing Spirit of God in the
subconscious that focuses on God rather than self. Why do we get the
Baptism of the Holy Spirit? It takes the Baptism to transform the subconscious so that it is no longer focused on self instead of God. Not a one of
us know how to deal with our subconscious. It takes the power of the
Holy Spirit to subdue and deal with the subconscious. When I received
the Baptism, I was sold out to God, but inside of me were all these hurts
and anxieties and rejections and fears and such, as well as strong desires.
It was war inside me and I cried out to God and told Him, “I could not
live like that and be able to follow the will of God.” The subconscious
cannot be subdued without water baptism and being filled with the Holy
Spirit. Acts 2:38, says to repent, be baptized and receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. We thought that was about getting to heaven, but it is about
getting the subconscious subdued. We cannot make the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit about tongues without missing the real point of His power.
(Most of our sicknesses come out of our subconscious and its drives
and tensions and stress. Worry works its way out of your subconscious
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into your body. When the subconscious comes under the government of
God, the body can clear itself up. Most allergies even come out of the
tension in the subconscious.)
Jesus talked about a good eye and an evil eye. The good eye is the
subconscious under the government of God. The evil eye is all the inward
drives in the subconscious that have never been brought under the government of God and they are all therefore self-serving. In scripture, the subconscious is either under agape love or under eros love. Romans 5, tells
us the Holy Spirit has shed abroad in our hearts the agape of God. If my
desires are under eros, which is self-serving, they become evil. There is
nothing wrong with the desires themselves. The problem is government
over them. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the baptism of love. It is the
power of unselfish love that governs our desires.
In Mark 4, Jesus talked about two kinds of soil. The good soil is the
subconscious under the control or government of God. The corrupt soil is
the subconscious out from under God’s government. A good treasure and
good heart bring out good things without us thinking about it. In Matt. 12,
the scripture talks about a good tree and a bad tree. "Whoever speaks a
word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks
against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in
the age to come. "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make
the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. "You brood
of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth
speaks out of that which fills the heart. Whatever is in abundance in our
subconscious is going to be how we react without thinking. We cannot
spend our lives trying to make decisions to be holy. God never intended
the conscious to determine our holiness. The subconscious under His
government is the only way.
(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis. He is the lead teacher at the Word of
Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on the Kingdom of God, call Word of
Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000; Email: mapwol@consolidated.net) Don’t miss Simon
Purvis speaking at Kingdom Congress! March 7-9, 2018—Willis,TX– Grace International Church.

SEEC Magazine

15

December2017/January2018

An Apostle had visited our church and just weeks before he told me,
“I’m not being rude, but you’re old and God said ‘your old men will
dream dreams,’ get a pad and pencil and keep it by your bed.” Well since
then it’s been amazing. I wrote this because I believe there are many pastors, leaders and five-fold who need to hear this testimony of God’s preplanned shift to a body of believers that He gave to His set-man, His shepherd. True enough several prophetic words had come over the years to
this body as to a sovereign move to our church and region. He says in
Isaiah 46:9,10, “There is no God like Me declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times, things which have not been done (YET)
saying my purposes will be established and I will establish my good pleasure.” God has lived in our yesterdays, our today and our tomorrows. Before I give you the dream and its impact, let me refer to the previous verse
and Jer. 29:11, “I know the thoughts I think toward you.” He doesn’t need
to be reminded.
If God is presenting us with a choice then it sounds as if God has already established/ordained that what He’s thinking/planning for His people, when presented will be chosen, accepted by design. After all He’s
crafted it! God loves us too much to promote us before we are ready.
Let’s define the dream and what follows. I was in a large warehouse. The
place was full of activity, fork lifts moving, stacking, etc. As I looked to
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my left I saw another warehouse basically the same size but not quite as
much activity, so I turned to an associate and asked, “What is
that?” (referring to the other warehouse that butted right up against the
one we were in). He said, “It’s another warehouse!” That’s when out of
my belly came these words, “You can have ‘A’ or you can have ‘B,’ but
you can’t have both.” Let me add this: both warehouses were similar.
‘A’ represented “normal,” “business as usual,” so with his word of “You
can’t have both,” I perceived ‘B’ was better, newer, fresher and also
sensed it was a special time for this offer of choice to be accepted and to
get into alignment with.
From there I sought the Lord as to what this meant and actually contacted Kathy Gabler about the dream and it’s meaning. I was aware of
several things that were very prominent. 1) ‘A’ was not bad, but it represented where we were and have been, but ‘B’ was better or the best
model. So the Lord was not chastising anyone but offering a choice of
His shift to our body. To the common eye or heart, even to a believer that
if ‘A’ was “good” why change? Answer: it was an overwhelming sense
that the Lord was graduating the church, but it was Him who moved the
tassel. In other words, this was a set-up from Him to us. It wasn’t as if
we wouldn’t choose ’B’ but just a definition that ’B’ was better than ’A.’
There was a sense of Him saying that as I have reached out to you (my
body) seek Me first, My presence, My glory for, in My presence, everything flows out to you. There was also a sense that this seeking was to be
intentional. HELLO! It was almost like learning all over again, like it was
our first time. Remember in scripture He doesn’t say “Serve Me first”, He
says, “Seek Me first.” I wouldn’t even known there was a ‘B’ if He hadn’t come at the appointed “kairos” moment to offer it.
What could the possible impact be? Case in point: in 1994 China decided to construct the world’s largest Hydro Electric Dam at the points of
the “Three Gorges River.” They had to displace 1.3 million people to
clear the land for this project. The water was raised to over 500’ above
sea level and stretches over 400 miles, 244 square miles. It holds back
10.3 trillion gallons of water so, what is so significant about this dam?
NASA has scientifically measured the impact of this dam that is five
times the size of the Hoover Dam. (Get ready for this.) The actual size
has impacted the earth by slowing its rotation! (Although miniscule) And
it has changed the distance/measure between the poles. WOW! Here’s
the point: if man can cause a shift this enormous by hands of man, what
can the Spirit of God do to the church of the Living God by shifting our
thinking and our choices toward His purposes for His church?
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As I write this I sense now that God is saying, “You just thought this
was for your body of believers but I am using this to inform all my Body
that NOW is the time to choose God’s BEST.” This is His idea to His
body, released at this time to effect the best for us. There are scriptural
precedents where Moses had to make a life-shaping, nation-changing decision. He didn't know it when he did it but it took him 80 years to see the
wisdom in it and the destiny his God had prepared before. He had it all
’A,’ but God comes along and offers ’B’. He was led by God’s Spirit but
He ultimately had to decide. I think this is a parallel to our current status
going forward.
Wisdom from God is not only the ability to know the good choices
from the bad choices but also to know the BEST choices from the
GOOD ONES. Abram offered Lot to choose the land. He chose the wellwatered plains of Jordan. From the flesh perspective, by sight it was a no
brainer, but it was not the best choice. Elijah was sent to a widow woman
to be supported during a drought. (Watch this.) “Give me a drink and
when you come back bring me a piece of bread.” She responds, “I’m
gathering these two sticks to prepare the last loaf of bread I’ll ever bake
for me and my son. After we eat it, it will all be over, we’ll die!” (Keep
watching) He says, “FIRST MAKE ME A LOAF.” The widow says, “If I
make you a loaf there will be nothing left, we’ll be LAST!” Basically, the
prophet instructs her, “Fear not, ‘A’ is good and you can have it, and eat it
and die or you can make me a cake first-’B’-THEN MAKE A CAKE
FOR YOU AND YOUR SON AND LIVE.” Now the widow is trying to
figure this out, “Wait, if I make one cake for him, I will be subtracting one
from one and that equals zero. Why would I do that?” The difference is
the Word of the Lord: what you sow, you reap now by making the best
choice. You can have ’A’ or you can have ’B’ but you can’t have
both. Her meal and oil keep lasting. She has more bread sticks than Olive
Garden! What’s good for us becomes bad for us when compared to
what’s better for us!
God’s ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts are wiser than
ours. He’s wisely leading us to find higher ways and wiser thoughts and
decisions and if He has to He’ll leave bread crumbs along the path for our
betterment. We make our choices and our choices make us. Joshua
said, “I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing.” In this
case, one was definitely bad and the other was the best. Sometimes it’s
not that clear. If it was always that clear we would never make bad
choices. Most people have opted to let their dream die before they’d even
allow their flesh to be confronted. We are all nothing more than the
sum total of all our choices. What has been a hidden potential is now
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being released. It’s not that we’re not already choosing good, it’s that He,
in His wisdom is choosing to give us the BEST for the GOOD, an upgrade! Since this was first revealed in the dream and presented to the
church, our focus is to embrace the vision with a YES and to SEEK HIS
PRESENCE in everything we do as a body. I have had reports of those
who have told me I’m seeing my relationship with the Father in a whole
new light, with a depth I’ve never imagined, simply because my choice
was His choice for us and it has become I-N-T-E-N-T-I-O-N-A-L.
Let me give one last illustration to drive home the point of our
choices. Most everyone has heard of leprosy, also known as Hansen’s
Disease. It has been historically believed to have been a disease to damage limbs and cause fingers and toes to fall off. Instead we have learned it
attacks the nervous system and destroys the victim's ability to feel pain.
As a result lepers have careless practices damaging their own limbs by
holding things too tightly cutting off circulation, getting serious cuts and
not treating the wound or they have put their hands in fire or overheated
fluids, not feeling it to warn them from its danger. There are even reports
where rats have chewed off fingers and toes while they slept and the person never felt a thing. So enter modern medical technicians that have introduced devices that inflict an electric shock whenever a part of the patient’s body is being abused. The data shows that rather than accept the
shock, the patient would switch off the current whenever they anticipated
an unpleasant sensation. So in essence, the device did them no goodnegating “the better.” The only way a patient could be protected from
destroying his own body and not adding to his misery was to put the signal out of his reach. The pain of that electric shock, as unpleasant as it
might have been for the moment, proved to be good and contributed to his
ultimate better life. Most of us would like God to turn off or disable the
things that pain us even though for our good. If you and I had our own
“off switch,” we could choose for ourselves but that would not be better.
We are positioning ourselves as we seek His presence as to how all of what’s
best will flow out of our Seeking His Presence. Ask Obed-Edom, “How did the
presence of God impact your life? Which is better for you, Obed ‘A’ serving
him, doing what you always did as a priest unto God or ‘B’ seeking Him, housing
His presence and experiencing unprecedented and unmatched successes from that
moment on?” Sons and daughters of God, I truly believe the choice is ours. Here
we have it from the Father Himself for such a time as this: ’A’ is good, ’B’ is the
best but you can’t have both...choose!
(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com.
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.)
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During a time of ministry at a recent meeting a revered Prophet told
me, "Read Jeremiah 33:3 everyday and watch what happens." It's certainly not an unfamiliar passage, but perhaps one that is easily forgotten in
the midst of all the hustle, bustle and chaos. So, here you go (in 3 versions for impact):
"Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty
things, which thou knowest not." Jer. 33:3 KJV
"Call to Me and I will answer you, and tell you [and even show you] great
and mighty things, [things which have been confined and hidden], which
you do not know and understand and cannot distinguish." Jer. 33:3 AMP
"Call to me and I will answer you. I’ll tell you marvelous and wondrous
things that you could never figure out on your own." Jer. 33:3 MSG.
Let's look at this through a modern American paradigm: I call on the
Lord and He will answer - I will tell Him what I need and He will give it
to me because He is a loving God. You know, kind of like curbside
grocery delivery. I took the time to get my list together and I took the
time to call about this list. Now, it's on Him to deliver!
I'm afraid we North Americans operate out of an entitled mindset not
only in our relationship with earthlings, but also in our relationship with
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God. If I call on Him then ________ (insert pre-determined answer
here). The problem with an entitled relationship with God is where the
entitlement is rooted. If it is rooted in the Spirit, according to the
covenant, then it will put you in a posture of dominion. If, however, it is
rooted in the soul then it will hold you in a victimized defensive
posture. The soul will keep you chained out of reach of God's original
intent which is indeed dominion. Or said another way, the soul will keep
you from being heaven on earth.
Simply put, we don't get to determine what the answer must be when we call
on Him. That kind of determination is a prescription for indigestion. Why?
Because we are working from a very limited soul-perspective of the situation
with even more limited soul-solutions. This kind of limitation focuses on the
impossible rather than the God of the impossible. He not only sees the problem,
but where it came from (possibly from entitlement mindsets passed on through
the bloodline?) and He sees the best solution for the complete fix. That right
there is the kind of "great and mighty" answer we are truly looking for.
Let's not limit calling on Him for great and mighty answers to things we need
only. If He says I'll "show you great and mighty things" why in the world would
we not call on Him on a daily basis to see what awesomeness He has in store for
the here and now? The requirement for asking such things daily is to be in a
dominion/heaven-on-earth state rather than a victimized one. A victimized state
of mind keeps us stuck on "me, my, me". The way out of victimhood is in truth
because it has a tendency to set you free IF you know it by meditating on and
living it (John 8:32). This is one of the main issues we face today because we
have too much information, whether it be truth or a lie, at our fingertips every
moment of every day. Easy access has become the demoralizer of an entitled
culture. Yes, this applies to Christians as well.
It's going to take loving the Truth (which is a Person—THE Person) to see
great and mighty things for which an earth is groaning (Romans 8:17-19). It's
going to take some calling on that Person which requires relationship not curbside
pickup. And relationship takes time, time out of your day. This does not mean
you have to set aside hours and hours every day. That is also not a bad thing if
that's where you are currently, or a season you are headed into. Other than that, a
relationship is all day everyday. It's about your meditations, thoughts, words,
prayers. Are your thoughts and prayers abounding from His truth or the latest
from Fox, CNN, Facebook, or Twitter? A safe and healthy place from which to
operate your day is praying in tongues throughout. It's the perfect prayer not
swayed by national or family events. It's the perfect prayer not swayed by the
soul. In fact, don't limit it to that. You may think you're praying about what is
concerning at the moment, but the Spirit prays what needs to be prayed at the
moment whether it be for that particular situation or something completely
different. Thank God that type of prayer cannot be touched by soulish fears and
desires. That is exactly why it is perfect! God knew what He was doing when He
gave us such a gift. Yes, I'd say it's for today. My thought, the soul might say
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otherwise because it can't control it. Ok, I'll just leave that right there and wrap
this up. It's time to call on Him. It's time to see great and mighty things. It's time
to be great and mighty things.
(Melissa will be speaking at Kingdom Congress 2018! You may see humorous videos of
Melissa as “Sheila” on Facebook and YouTube—Finding The Good in 2017)

We recently went on a cruise for our 30th anniversary. Our kids set
up a Go Fund Me and put it out to friends and family. Their goal was met
in 2 days. We were totally taken aback at the tremendous generosity of so
many people. What a blessing it is to have such a wonderful community
of people who would bless us like that. We have never been on a cruise
or any destination vacation, so we didn't know what to expect. We talked
to a lot of people, watched videos of what to do and not do, and read
online to find out all we could about our trip. As prepared as we were, we
still didn't have a frame of reference about being on a boat traveling to
some distant port for fun and recreation. It was quite an experience. We
loved it and in the process of relaxing and enjoying ourselves, we learned
a few things that might just apply to anyone on a journey in life. Here are
a few of my observations I learned from our trip.
PRINCIPLE 1: IF YOU’RE IN THE PROCESS YOUR NOT GETTING
OUT UNTIL YOU’RE IN YOUR NEW PLACE
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We learned very quickly that the cruise line has a process to get you
on the boat as quick as possible. They print your boarding passes a week
before, print luggage tags, and paperwork before you arrive. All you have
to do is park your car and take the shuttle to the terminal. A steward takes
your luggage to the drop off location. Then you get in line for check-in.
While standing in this line of compressed humanity with the humidity
creeping up and airflow diminishing, people were shouting instructions of
what we need to do to get through each checkpoint. There are the matters
of passports, security and a quick stop for a picture of us looking like deer
looking into headlights. Next we're up the gangway with our carry-on and
into the boat’s atrium and then onto the elevators (which we gave up on
because of the line and took the stairs) and onto our floor. We took two
wrong turns, walked the entirely wrong side of the boat because we didn't
understand the signage and then, finally, arrived at our room. We immediately threw ourselves on the bed in exhaustion. Our heads were spinning from the frenetic process we had just gone though. Come to find out,
they remarkably processed 4500 people in about 4.5 hours. We were so
relieved to be in our place. There was no turning back once we started.
My encouragement to you is whatever process you’re in, embrace it until
you’re in your new place. You can't go back to the old, only a new place
and experience is ahead of you.
PRINCIPLE 2: THE FARTHER YOU GET FROM THE SHORE, THE
MORE BEAUTIFUL THE WATER
Did anyone know that the color of the Gulf of Mexico is not coffee
brown? I mean I had such a low view of the gulf because of my experience with Galveston. The water transformed into this deep dark beautiful
blue color once we got away from land. We found the same to be true at
all our destinations. At one beach in Honduras as we were floating
around I noticed that all the debris stayed close to the shore. The waves
would gather twigs, grass, leaves, and any other things caught in its tidal
rhythm. We had to push away from the shore to deeper waters to escape
from junk building up on shoreline. Psalm 42:7 "Deep calls unto deep...,"
God is calling us to the deeper things in Him. There is a beauty that
comes from exploring the deep places. Heb 5:11-12 "Of whom we have
many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach
you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat." Paul is identifying a problem with their hearing that is causing them to lag in maturity.
The word "dull" doesn't mean just impaired, it means lazy, slothful, and
sluggish. A lazy ear can keep us from being masters and bound to a life
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of immaturity and mediocrity. We move past the elementary things of our
known theology and explore the deep richness revealed from His presence. There is still more that we don't know in Christ. There are heights
we've not reached in worship, there are depths we've not seen in his Word.
Some are satisfied with the convenience and control that comes at the
shoreline, but I believe there is an invitation from God to the beautiful
deep places.
PRINCIPLE 3: YOU ARE FARTHER ALONG THAN YOU THINK
Our state room had a TV where several of the channels are dedicated
to the cruise line. One channel had destination information and another
had emergency info. Still another channel offered the ability to order
room service (that was my favorite channel). The one channel I found the
most interesting was info about the ship’s direction and position. This
channel was dedicated to giving the ship’s speed, heading, wind speed,
direction, and then the boat’s exact GPS position. That was the most remarkable thing to me. It would show how far we were from Texas and
how close we were to Mexico. I would look at our GPS position and then
go out on our balcony. Amazingly, the view from my balcony looked
exactly the same as it did a few hours earlier. As a matter of fact, it
looked the same as it did yesterday. Yet, when I looked at the TV, it said
we were making progress. My encouragement to you is that you are
much farther along than you can see from your vantage point. We traveled two days at sea. The water looked the same, the horizon looked the
same, the sky looked the same, then we woke up in the morning in a new
land. You may not be able to see all the progress you have made; just
know that you are closer to your destination than you think you are. If
you have waited 20 years for a promise of God, know that you are 20
years closer to waking up one morning, looking out your window, and
seeing that you have arrived.
PRINCIPLE 4: JUST BECAUSE IT'S ALL YOU CAN EAT DOESN'T
MEAN YOU SHOULD EAT ALL THAT YOU CAN
Oh My! These people know how to put out the groceries. There was
food on top of food on the boat. Every deck had something on it. One
whole deck was a buffet and if that wasn't enough, room service was
available 24 hours per day. We had dinner every night in the dining hall
where you could choose what and how many of your appetizers, entrées,
and desserts you would like that evening. I ordered two appetizers and
two entrées once....maybe twice at the most. It was decadent. Now, it
didn't take long to find out that the mass consumption of food multiplied
by the constant moving of a vessel didn't always add up to a winning com-
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bination. One of the things I believe that keeps us in an adolescent state
of maturity is the concept of controlling our appetites. What I mean by
that is just because we have the freedom or liberty in an area, doesn't
mean that area of desire should be explored. Let me put it this way, just
because you could, doesn't mean you should. Our ability to think beyond
permissive actions to propelling actions of destiny is a sign of maturity. I
can do that, but doing it helps me how? Heb 5:13-14, "For every one that
useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But
strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.".
Paul describes our coming to "full age" or teleios (Gk.). It is the root
word for telescope. The picture is a pirate’s spyglass - going through one
stage at a time to functioning at full strength of capacity and effectiveness.
As we complete each stage of life and experience we begin to bring clarity
to that distant image of purpose and destiny we so desire to see in its fullness. A sign of maturity is the ability to see beyond our temporal position
and see our final destination, the image of Christ.
PRINCIPLE 5: A DECK CHAIR IS NOT EXERCISE EQUIPMENT
As we explored the ship, we went to the top deck. It was full of exercise equipment. People were running on a track around the ship. There
was a basketball and volleyball court. There were tons of exercise machines that could be used to keep in shape while on vacation. I have no
idea why, but it was there. Paul describes mature sons as those that "have
their senses exercised to discern." Gymnazo is the Greek word from
which we get “gymnasium”. It means to train like a pro athlete, with full
exertion of effort, and acquiring full proficiency through practice; regular
exercise with graduated resistance. Strength is built by continually pressing against resistance. We need to give our full effort in pressing against
resistance in our lives. Keep pressing against all the little weights of obligation and busyness in this coming year. Find the rhythm of a Kingdom
life that brings joy and power to you and those around you. I learned a lot
on our trip. What I thought was just a time of rest and relaxation turned
into some eye-opening experiences that gave fresh ideas and perspective.
My encouragement to you is go deep this year. It might be hard and even
frightening, but real beauty of the deep is out there.
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace International Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, counselor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and marriage.
He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. His email is:
PJoeB87@gmail.com * Website: www.graceic.org * Services at Grace are livestreamed each week.
Just go to website and click on the Grace TV Tab on the right side of the home page.)

SEEC Magazine

25

December2017/January2018

Two of the men in our family went hunting together and agreed to
hunt their separate ways. Which ever one of them tired first would
just give a holler and they would find each other and go home. An
hour or so later the first holler came and the answer resounded back.
The voices followed one another through the woods. All of a sudden
the voices met and they were each looking into the face of a stranger.
The wrong voice showed up.
God has given us sure guidelines in His Word to follow. We know
His voice because we are familiar with it. Sheep are never very far from
the shepherd. When we wander off we sometimes lose the sound of His
voice. If we know His voice, then the stranger we will not follow.
As never before we must put confidence in our Guide, trusting the
Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth. A person lost in the woods can go in
circles without a guide or a compass. We need a compass when the landmarks have been removed. All we need to know is the direction that we
should be going.
We are to put no confidence in the flesh. Our flesh can be a false guide. When the Holy Spirit comes (He has come) He will guide us into all
truth. The Holy Spirit is like an agent to navigate our course for us. He
helps steer our course getting us from place to place. He determines the
position, the method, the distance to travel.
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My dad would give me directions to certain places at times and it always seemed to me that I either went too far or not far enough in order to
arrive at my destination. The Holy Spirit as navigator or guide is the one
qualified to know how far, how deep, how wide, if there is room for passage. Are we capable of being steered, guided and taught? The amount of
guidance we allow will determine how far we go.
Jeremiah 5:5 calls for the great men who know the way of God. He is
not calling for the wise or the noble, for not many of those are called, but
for those who know the way of God. If you know the way of God then
you are considered a great man or woman.
As Philip approached the chariot of the Ethiopian eunuch, he heard
him reading from the book of Isaiah. "Do you understand what you are
reading?" His reply was, "How can I understand except I have a guide"
Guide means to show the way, teach, lead (Strong's 3594). The eunuch
was a man under great authority, yet he needed guidance. Philip led him
through the scriptures which brought him to Jesus and straight to the baptismal tank. The eunuch went rejoicing and Philip was caught away by the
Spirit.
David cried out for guidance. He had paid dearly for following his
own way. In Psalm 73:24 he now knows that he is upheld by the Lord and
depends on His counsel to guide him. He refuses to lean on his own understanding any longer, but trusts God with the things that puzzle and perplex.
He will guide the meek in the way of His judgment. The promise is to
those who will be taught His way and where it leads. The way of judgment is good, sound, judgment and discernment.
He will guide us with His counsel, advice, purpose and plan. He seeks
a meek, submissive heart and will. The Holy Spirit feels the welcome invitation to come and guide. He will guide my feet in the way of peace. He
will guide me for His name's sake. God is true to Himself. He always moves according to His attributes. What is true of Him today will always be
true of Him. He has given us His name as a pledge of His honor, authority
and character.
My husband, Grady, and I were shopping in the mall and it was crowded. Suddenly I felt the pressure of his hand on my shoulder. He would
push me to the right and then the left. Then his hand was on the back of
my neck once again pushing me through the crowd. My first thought was
to give him a good elbow jab and say, "Stop pushing me." But, with his
guidance, we finally moved into in a clearing where we could walk side
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by side again.
God wants to guide us but we sometimes resist his hand of guidance
on our shoulder or neck. We feel the pressure, but it will lead us to a place
of freedom, protection and provision. Psalm 78:72 - He guided them by
the discernment and skillfulness of His hand. Verse 53: He led them on
safely and in confident trust, so that they feared not.
We can expect the Holy Spirit's guidance this year. We will learn to
embrace it and appreciate it. I did not appreciate Grady's hand pushing me
through the crowd at the time, but finally did once we were in the clear.
The promise of guidance is from Genesis to Revelation. Isaiah 49:10
says, they will, not hunger or thirst, neither will mirage mislead or scorching wind or sun smite them: for He who has mercy on them will lead
them, and by springs of water will He guide them. (Amp)
And the Lord shall guide you continually and satisfy you in drought
and in dry places and make strong your bones. And you shall be like a
watered garden and like a spring of water whose waters fail not.
The world leads its followers by broken cisterns or brooks that fail in
the summer, but God leads those that are His by springs of water. Not misleading as a mirage, which is deceptive and unattainable.
The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth, for He is the Spirit of
truth. There is a spirit of error present in this world. We have not received
the spirit of the world. Those who will not listen to truth have received a
spirit of error. 1 John 4:6 The mark of a true son is to be led by the Spirit
Rom 8: 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
Guided by His divine counsel we will not be mislead by a mirage,
thinking it is God or follow the wrong voice as the hunters in the woods.
We can expect God to continue to be Himself in the future, as He has in
years gone by.
Holy Spirit, be our guide. May we feel the pressure of Your hand of
guidance on our shoulder and the sound of your voice saying, “This is the
way, walk ye in it.”
(Betty Wills and her husband, Grady, pastor Abundant Life Church in Carthage,TX. She is
a teacher and a regional leader of intercession. 903-693-4397. This article is a reprint from Volume 15 Issue 6.)
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The coming of a new year finds many people hoping for a new era, a
new season. Many have hopes and dreams that a new season will hold
something fresh and fulfilling. There is a God-something in us that urges
us to reach beyond what we have experienced and strive for more than we
have known. We so desire to eagerly respond to the “Call unto me, and I
will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou
knowest not” invitation of Jer.33:3. We want to see and experience the
“never seen” and “never known” which is beyond our own capacity so
that we may know resolve and victories and fulfillment that have, heretofore, been beyond our reach.
We are in an era of history when nothing less than the extraordinary
of Heaven is required in the earth. We cannot and will not look for those
things offered by mere religious sentiment that serve as nothing more than
band-aids covering the unresolved issues and fruitless programs of western religion. We must lift up our heads from where we are and look to
where there is transforming power and radical answers that change individuals and grip them with an insatiable vision for the Kingdom of
Heaven in the earth. We must reach up and get hold of God’s extraordinary which is more than a span of revival meetings that gives us temporary relief from the mundane. The mundane must be invaded in such a
way that we do not simply return to it after a brief respite and after things
are trying to sink back into “business as usual”.
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Even while in the middle of the wilderness, Israel was on the verge of
a new era. Yet, there weren’t any people walking around or gathering
groups under a tree to listen to them preach about the new era that was
being ushered in and that they should have hope and that they should give
themselves wholeheartedly to it and, most certainly, no one had even announced a Countdown to Canaan Conference. Even without the thing being announced in bright lights (with thematic scriptural references) the
new season was moving in upon them just the same. One factor we must
always be aware of that can spawn disillusionment is when the proclaimers of new eras leave us with the assumption that it is going to be a
“magic carpet ride”. We will not be able to simply go on about “business
as usual” but must look for ways to adjust to what is coming and adjust
and make preparations for what we are hoping will be.
When a person or a nation received a breakthrough, when they began
a new era, God was trying to tell them that they did not have to operate at
the previous level. He was, through His Word and through their experiences, attempting to get across to them that they had come to a new norm.
When we come to a new norm (or simply desire to) we would do well to
realize that we must think differently and put effort into functioning differently.
Consider the nation of Israel when they were murmuring about the food
situation in the wilderness in Exodus Chapter 16. That whole scenario was an
opportunity for every person involved to stop, look and listen to what was transpiring and conclude that these were not just a series of events that were simply
to be written down in a history book somewhere. When they woke up that first
morning of the manna event they discovered something so extraordinary that they
didn’t know what to call it. So, they ended up calling it “what is it?” (v.15). They,
however, did not adjust to the new era and did not change their thinking and old
habits. They continued trying to operate by old mindsets, did not heed the instructions of Moses and ended up with a smelly, undesirable mess (v.20). A new era
cannot be new and cannot be the vehicle carrying us to new results if we intend
operating in the mindsets of the old era. The never-before-experienced extraordinary of the new season turned to waste and to something that was untenable because the Israelites refused to operate by the tenets of the new (v.19). A new
threshold serves little or no purpose if we have no intention of operating in the
new with the respective new mindset. New eras are themselves announcements of
new norms.
When Peter was in prison (Acts 12:7) he had been presented with a great
opportunity to be introduced to the Book-of-Acts-norm. In reading that awesome
book’s account of the early church, we cannot help but observe that God’s people
had been ushered into a new era, an era in which they could fully expect to function in ways and means they had never seen the like of. There are things, events
and supply in Heaven that Father wants to get into the earth. But they are extraor-
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dinary by our standards and He is desiring cooperation from us “earthen vessels
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” (2Cor.4:7)
Peter’s friends were weeping and praying for his release from prison but it is
most doubtful that they were visualizing an angel walking in and slapping him on
the hip and commanding him to rise up while his chains simply fell off. Which
one of them actually pictured in their mind that an angel would simply usher Peter out of that prison like they were going for a Sunday stroll? How can we call
this event anything but extraordinary? One of the amazing factors about Peter’s
experience is that he was experiencing something that he had never even taught
on! There was no popular teaching making the rounds at all the big conferences
that taught about the existence of a special squad of jail-breaking angels. Something happened that Peter had never heard of.
We received a call from a pastor of a small church. There had been several
logistical problems leading up to the service time that past Sunday and only a
small number of people ended up being in attendance. He was thinking, “Wow,
we just barely have enough people here today to have a service.” The service
started and a group of strangers walked in and filled one whole row of seats. A
few minutes later a man leading a few other people walked in and took a seat on
the back row. A minute or two later another man walked in with a couple of people. Then a few minutes later yet another man walked in with some people and
sat down. By this time the room is about half full. The pastor said that all the people entered into worship and were obviously not strangers to the presence of the
Lord. At the end of the service the pastor thought, “I need to get back there and
introduce myself and find out who all these people are.” To get quickly to the
point, each of those three men were multi-millionaires. None of the three knew
each other but each of the three said that God had told them to be there for that
service. They had each flown there in their private planes, one of them from
Asia—just for that service. They each made donations of supplies to the church’s
project where they were ministering to the city. Each of the millionaires had
come across the church’s website which presented their outreach to the city and
each of them wanted to come and see the church and meet the pastor to see if it
all was for real. Later, at lunch, the pastor and his family were talking about what
had just transpired. The pastor said, “I just don’t understand what has happened!”
and he was literally trembling at the awesome thing God had done. His daughter
said, “Dad, don’t you remember the prophecy Marty Gabler gave you two months
ago? He said that you should get ready for God to move in an extraordinary way,
in a way that you would not ever think of.”
What God has started cannot be stopped. His Kingdom is advancing in the
earth because He is raising up sons and they, in their generation, are being manifested to meet the groaning of creation (Rom.8:19, 22). The disciples cried out in
fear when Jesus came walking on the water because they had not been expecting
anything but the ordinary from their extraordinary Savior. We are in an era of
history when nothing less than the extraordinary of Heaven is required in the
earth. We will expect the extraordinary from our extraordinary Savior in the coming year as we embrace His norm.

Dates are subject to change. Call before traveling.
Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page: martygabler.com
PLEASE PRAY FOR US

We have been putting dates on the
Calendar after the magazine goes out.
Please check Marty’s FaceBook page
and martygabler.com for dates.
We also serve on presbyteries,
councils and prayer groups during
the week that we don’t post.
Thank you for your prayers as
we travel.– Marty & Kathy

January 19 * Brenham, TX
Cornerstone Brenham
Dreams Visions Prophecy
Symposium 7pm
Pastors Bob & Pat Beaty
Team Gabler
Cornerstonebrenham.org

December 2 * Iraan, TX
Iraan Community Church 10:00am
Pastors James & Michelle Kent
Marty & Kathy
SEEC InterAct “Sonship”
The church is on Facebook

January 20 * Brenham, TX
DVP Symposium
January 21 * Brenham, TX
DVP Symposium

December 2 * Iraan, TX
Iraan Community Church 10:00am
Marty & Kathy sharing
December 25 * Worldwide
The blessings of the Christ of Christmas be yours.
December 31 * Willis, TX
Grace International Church
Pastors Joe & Virgie Bogue
Marty giving the 2018 Declarations
www.graceic.org
January 7 * Seguin, TX
New Life Fellowship
Pastors Chris & Chelsea Larson

January 28 * Buffalo, TX
Celebration Church 10:00am
Pastors Chuck & Lynn Davis
www.celebrationch.org
PLAN NOW TO ATTEND!

Kingdom Congress 2018
March 7-9, 2018
A Button For Secure Credit
Card Donations Is Available:
http://seecministries.org

May the Lord grant you peace and the salvation of your home. May the Lord’s Word prosper in you and may you bring forth fruit to His glory.

*Thank you for praying. After each issue is mailed, more dates get added to the calendar. Bless you for praying for us.*
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www.txpraise.com
Listen to Daily Discoveries with
Marty Gabler on 24hr. GodHonoring Internet Radio
The one minute spots are played on
the half hour, e.g. 12:30, 1:30, 2:30
Thanks to Tom Minnick!
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