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 I went to bed with a sense of a storm gathering and I fell asleep pray-
ing.  I stirred once or twice with a definite awareness of war in the heav-
enlies.  A little after 3:00 A.M., I awoke to the sounds of battle, swords 
clashing and noisy chaos.  In a vision, I watched silhouettes in battle and 
knew I was seeing war in second heaven.  I thought of the archangel Mi-
chael warring to get the answer to Daniel’s prayer to him and I realized 
this war was getting God’s will to earth again.  I did not have the pulse of 
what God was doing or what prayers He was answering, so I knelt on the 
bed and asked Him, “How do I pray?  What do I do?”  But His answer 
was surprising, “Just watch what I’m doing.”  So, I silently watched and 
waited for God’s outcome.  Lightning flashed and thunder crashed so 
loudly in the vision that it seemed to be a real storm inside the hotel room 
until 3:45 A.M. When the battle sounds subsided, I could only hear the 
sound of rain, heavy rain.  The vision continued.  I saw the sides of a river 
being torn away by the force of gushing flood waters.  I knew I was seeing 
a breakthrough that night that would bring changes as surely as the gush-
ing waters were changing the course of that river.  I was reminded of 
2Sam.5:20, and Baal-perazim, which means the Lord of breakthroughs or 
the Owner of breakthroughs.  I fell into a deep sleep, confident God was 
doing something awesome and had broken through opposition to get 
things from Heaven to earth. 
 The following week, exactly seven days later at 3:00 A.M., I was 



SEEC  Magazine          4                   August/September 2017 
awakened again, this time to a literal storm.  Thunder rattled the windows.  
The thunder was loud, unnerving and unending.  It seemed to be right 
over our house, pounding the windows and walls and it brought me fully 
awake.  I sat up and awaited understanding and instructions to pray as the 
atmosphere around me seemed electric.  The most unusual thing about the 
thunder was that it was not coming in abrupt crashes but rather in a steady 
drumming sound in the heavens.  After what seemed half an hour or so, 
the thunderous vibrations slowly moved away, but I could still hear the 
continuous rumbling in the distance. 
 I looked up the Hebrew meaning of “thunder” which is to call aloud; 
a voice or sound, a proclamation. Thunder crashes and rumbles in the 
skies. Listen! It's God raising his voice! Job 26:11.  And this is only the 
beginning, a mere whisper of His rule. Whatever would we do if He really 
raised his voice!" Job 26:14   "Whenever this happens, my heart stops-- 
I'm stunned, I can't catch my breath.  Listen to it! Listen to His thunder, 
the rolling, rumbling thunder of His voice.  He lets loose His lightnings 
from horizon to horizon, lighting up the earth from pole to pole. In their 
wake, the thunder echoes his voice, powerful and majestic. He lets out all 
the stops, He holds nothing back. No one can mistake that voice--  His 
word thundering so wondrously, His mighty acts staggering our under-
standing.  Job 37:1-5  The week before, I had seen Him break through 
second heaven to release His will into the earth.  This week, I sat listening 
to His voice charge the earth’s atmosphere and make it tremble with an-
ticipation.    
   Again, seven days later, I awoke at 3:00 A.M.  This time there was 
silence.  I went to the living room and sat on the sofa.  I knew in the Bible 
that the number three marks the completion of a God-process for a God-
purpose.  The first week, I had heard the sounds of battle as the Lord of 
breakthroughs cleared a gate into the earth.  In the second week, I heard 
His voice thunder from the first heaven, it’s creative force breaking into 
the earth’s atmosphere with His spoken intent.  The silence of this third 
week seemed to be a seal of completion upon His breakthroughs.  I re-
membered again that what I was witnessing was completely His doing 
like He said in John 14:14, “I myself will do for you.”  A confidence set-
tled in me that a God momentum had been loosed in the earth that would 
bring God-changes in the days ahead.  I knew He was breaking through 
for many more than just myself, but the impact on me personally stirred 
me to hope and to worship.   
 I searched the word for more testimonies about this Owner of 
Breathroughs and the thunder of His voice.  Psa 81:7, When you were in 
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trouble, you called out to me, and I rescued you. I was hidden in thunder, 
but I answered you.   2Sam 5, when the Philistines heard that they had 
anointed David king over Israel . . .  In other words, when the Philistines 
heard one of God’s sons had been served notice of purpose, got a glimpse 
of his destiny and was walking in God’s plans for his life, the FOREIGN 
POWERS came and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim.  They 
came to face-off with and pound Israel in the ground, in a low place, a 
gigantic depression, but 2Sam.5:20 says that David then went straight to 
Baal Perazim, and smashed them to pieces.  When the Philistines came to 
attack, David went to the Lord of breakthroughs, the Owner of break-
throughs.  After David smote them there, he said, The LORD hath broken 
forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters.  The Mes-
sage puts it this way, David said, "GOD exploded on my enemies like a 
gush of water."   That aptly described the river I’d seen taking the land by 
force.  Just so, any enemies, opposition or resistance to God’s plans in 
motion will continue to be removed by the force of His breakthroughs. 
 A unique aspect of this experience was that I was not being awakened 
to intercede in prayer but to be aware of what God Himself was doing.  It 
seemed He was saying, “There is a time to be still and watch for my 
move,”; there is a time to Be still and know that I am God.  We can cer-
tainly participate with our Father through prayer and we can participate 
through receiving His answers with a grateful heart.  Beyond that, we can 
also participate simply as a witness to what He is doing.   
 When Marty said that the word he heard for August was “See the 
Intervener intervene,” that confirmed to me I’d had a glimpse of exactly 
that.  At God-intersections, when He reveals His doings, we witness not 
only His acts but also His might and love and faithfulness.  Seeing beyond 
the “what” to the “who” He will most certainly stir us to worship and our 
worship is a sound of agreement from the earth regarding who He is in 
Heaven!  I don’t know yet all that His breakthroughs have prepped and set 
in motion, but I believe we will recognize them as the Intervener interven-
ing in the weeks to come.  
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Jdg 8:28-35,  So Midian was subdued before the sons of Israel, and they 
did not lift up their heads anymore. And the land was undisturbed for 
forty years in the days of Gideon. Then Jerubbaal the son of Joash went 
and lived in his own house. Now Gideon had seventy sons who were his 
direct descendants, for he had many wives. His concubine who was in 
Shechem also bore him a son, and he named him Abimelech.  And Gideon 
the son of Joash died at a ripe old age and was buried in the tomb of his 
father Joash, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.  Then it came about, as soon as 
Gideon was dead, that the sons of Israel again played the harlot with the 
Baals, and made Baal-berith their god. Thus the sons of Israel did not 
remember the LORD their God, who had delivered them from the hands of 
all their enemies on every side;  nor did they show kindness to the house-
hold of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in accord with all the good that he had 
done to Israel.  
 We live in a day of multiple crises, more so than anything I have seen 
in my lifetime. We are in a time of values crisis, moral crisis, cultural cri-
sis and spiritual crisis, but I want to deal particularly with the crisis we 
face in leadership.  One of the most pressing challenges on a practical 
level is to enlist good men and women to run for public office.  It is hard 
to get good people because they have to expose themselves to a sophisti-
cated and well-financed smear machine.  Who willingly puts a target on 
their back?  Those who have some values and standards and (if not bibli-
cal morality), at least some general morality, back away from this public 
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process. So, people who have some expertise and talent and ability to 
serve in the civil government realm (which is anointed by God as is fam-
ily and church) are not in place.  Others show up and we end up with less 
valuable leadership. 
 Sadly, history is replete with examples of devalued leadership and the 
devastation it brings, primarily through tyranny and oppression.  This is-
sue transcends politics and political parties and public policy.  Leadership 
is recognizable on a man or woman no matter their political preference.  
In fact, things have shifted so much through the generations in the politi-
cal parties that we cannot depend on the party when planning our voting.  
History is shouting at us that we must face this crisis in leadership now 
lest we face even more difficulty in the future than we have now.             
 The book of Judges expresses the context we are in today.  We are 
living in what seems to be a parallel between then and now particularly 
regarding one reference made four times in this book, “In those days, 
there was no king in Israel; for every man did what was right in his own 
eyes.” (Jud.17:6) Judges is the period between Joshua leading Israel 
across the Jordan to conquer Canaan and David being anointed king.  In 
this in-between-time crisis, there is not only a lack of a God-ordained 
king, there is confusion about what a king and leader ought to be.  So in 
their day as in our day, the result is self-centered anarchy where we all do 
what we “feel led” to do.  Due to that thinking, there were periodic sieges 
by enemies because the people would fall into idolatry and get the results 
of breaking covenant with God.  Then God in His mercy raised up a Deb-
orah and a Gideon and the judges and delivered them.  It was a cycle that 
would be repeated because people could not get out of their idolatry > 
bondage > deliverance cycle.  There are also cycles today that people can-
not break, but God does not want us being recycled.  He wants us renewed 
and remade.       
 When it said there was no king, obviously it meant there was no king 
appointed and anointed by God like later when Samuel anointed David.  
We must understand that the application of this principle is that if there is 
no Divinely appointed king or leader, it means there is no governmental 
expression of God’s Kingdom among the people.  This principle from this 
time in Judges scans the generations and ages.  The principle is that God 
never desired a human monarchy but rather a Divine theocracy where the 
rule of God is filtering down to individuals, family, church and the civil 
realm.  Jesus is Lord over all of it and that is the number one principle of 
the Kingdom.  That is why Psalm 2 cries out to the kings of the earth who 
do not acknowledge the Son of God as the ultimate King and therefore 
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become rebels.  Then they no longer qualify with their authority office 
representation because they reject the highest authority in Christ.  They 
don’t represent Him and their rebellion leads to anarchy and violence.  
The right representation leads to righteousness and justice, the foundation 
pillars of His throne.   
 Jesus in reality and in your confession is Lord and King, but the gov-
ernment of His Kingdom is not expressed well if there is no righteous 
leadership in the spheres of family, church and civil government which 
represent Him.  We can’t say He is King and refuse His Kingdom, but that 
is where the Church has been.  This King in our confessions and in our 
songs has a Kingdom that must be expressed on earth in ways that He de-
signed.  A practical application of this in my experience was years ago as 
a pastor/leader in South Dallas.  We found ourselves in a crisis situation 
when the Lord directed us to make changes to fit His Kingdom design for 
that local church.  He directed us to change the church’s name and gov-
ernment and location.  The most challenging of those changes was the 
change in government.  It was difficult because it was hard to make peo-
ple understand that the church is not run like a democracy.  Everyone in 
the house of God has a voice because they are family, but everybody is 
not called to lead the family.   
 Gideon was drafted into leadership and he was trying to find the army 
that could win the war.  The process involved taking the would-be soldiers 
down to get a drink.  The Lord disqualified those that stuck their heads in 
the water because they were focused on their own need more than the cor-
porate assignment.  Those that got a drink while keeping an eye out for 
the enemy became the army that defeated the Midianites.  Warrior Gideon 
had two names.  His first name was Jerubbaal, contender with Baal, the 
main enemy of that era.  His other name was Gideon, great destroyer.  The 
people were impressed with Gideon as leader of this victorious army and 
they asked him to be king, but Gideon responded, “No, the Lord shall rule 
over you.” Gideon was thinking clearly when he told them that God 
would be their king and he knew that he was a warrior, though a reluctant 
one.  Gideon did not take their offer, but then one of his sons, Abimelech, 
became the first king of Israel. Abimelech became king through man’s 
usurpation and manipulation. Abimelech chose himself.  Later on the peo-
ple chose Saul.  Then God chose David.   
      Israel, who had been led by Joshua, was waffling in their covenant 
with God.  They had come into a thing called Baal-berith.  Berith is the 
Hebrew word for “covenant”.  So, somehow they were worshiping the 
Lord God who had led them out of Egypt into Canaan but at the same 
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time worshiping the god of the land, Baal.  That is called syncretism (an 
attempted merging of different religions) which in the spirit is deadly.  
When political leaders know enough diplomatically to not officially reject 
the God of the Bible nor endorse Satan’s deception, they come to a syn-
cretism known as Silver Religion.  That then opens the door for the state 
to become our savior.  Syncretism is a lethal mixture that God does not 
like.  Silver Religion seeks to avoid the biblical truth that God ordained 
three corporate covenants that are accountable to Him, family, church and 
civil government.   
 For Gideon, the war with the Medianites was actually secondary to 
the war with Baal, and in contending with Baal, he destroyed them.  There 
is a higher war than political parties and cultural confusion.  We will win 
cultural wars by winning spiritual wars.  To do so, we must stand and ex-
press the Kingdom of God as God’s ecclesia and Divinely appointed lead-
ership.  
(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully estab-lished. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materials may be found at his website: www.fmci.org or by calling the 
office 972-283-2262.) 




GET YOUR CALENDAR OUT!  * * *  NO FEE!
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 Heb 1:1-3,8,13 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke 
in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken 
to us by His Son.  When Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom it was equivalent 
to a king sending out a runner to initiate new laws.  The minute they were 
proclaimed the law was established.  Jesus was not just preaching like we 
do.  He was establishing the law of the new kingdom.  The prophets spoke 
in the old covenant. Now the Son was speaking the new covenant. The 
Son speaking this began the last days of the old covenant.  There would be 
no more prophets adding to the canon.  And He was not talking about a 
seven year period in the future.  Whom He has appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the worlds;  3 who being the bright-
ness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all 
things by the word of His power, [once He speaks, everything is held to-
gether by His words].  When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high . . .8  But to the Son He says: 
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the 
scepter of Your Kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated law-
lessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of glad-
ness more than Your companions." 13 But to which of the angels has He 
ever said: "Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool"?
(NKJ)  THAT IS NOT FUTURE.   
 Heb 8:7-13 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place 
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would have been sought for a second.  8  Because finding fault with 
them... The Old Covenant had problems on man’s side.   There were so 
many problems that there was only a small remnant through which to 
bring Christ.  Satan dominated the nations in the Old Covenant.  All God 
ever had was a remnant in the old, unlike the multitude of nations in the 
new.   The church of the Old Covenant was one nation.  The church of the 
new covenant is international. 
 He says: "Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah-- 9 "not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of 
Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded 
them, says the Lord. 10 "For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws in their 
mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. 11 "None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none 
his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for all shall know Me, from the least 
of them to the greatest of them. 
 That doesn’t sound like things getting worse to me.  That does not 
sound like evil gets so bad that God has to intervene again, beyond Cal-
vary.  This redemptive Kingdom is not about heaven but earth.  It is not 
about getting people to heaven, but about getting their lives under the rule 
of God and bringing their lives into His order. 
 We cannot realize things will get better until we have a New Cove-
nant perspective. As long as we live daily in sin-consciousness (as in the 
Old Covenant) we will have a negative, defeated attitude that sin can 
dominate.  Only the New Covenant can erase our sin consciousness. Guilt 
and defeat make you believe things must get worse.  No, we go from 
glory to glory not just downhill after salvation.  
 The great apostasy from the Christian faith and the rise of the anti-
christ was right after Calvary.  John 2:18  said the spirit of antichrist 
(which is a system that fights Christ) is already here, not a future thing.  
The New Covenant is a redemptive hope that this thing is not going to end 
in a mess.  If we agree with some religious views that go back and say the 
early church was so wonderful and now it is a mess, we don’t know 
church history.  Calvary brought deliverance but everything was trying to 
rip it apart before it could get going.  Every kind of false doctrine emerged 
during the time of the early church.  Those were the perilous times the 
scripture speaks of. 
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 In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. 
Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.  
(NKJ)  The old covenant did not end with Calvary but when the temple 
came down 40 years later. 
 Anytime there is a day of the Lord, the evil is judged and removed 
and the righteous are established, not the other way around.  Just like in 
Noah’s day and in the day of Sodom and Gomorrah, the wicked were 
judged and removed and the righteous were established.  Even the scrip-
ture about one being taken and one left is not about the rapture.  There 
will be a physical resurrection, but that will be the last day.  There is no 
1000 years after.  That is not the same as the last days of the Old Cove-
nant. 
 Heb 9:23-28 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things 
in the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly things them-
selves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has not entered the 
holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 not that He should 
offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every 
year with blood of another--26 He then would have had to suffer often 
since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages. 
The Greek doesn’t use the word “world” here (which is the Greek word 
“cosmos”), but “ages” (the Greek word “aeon”). His death and shedding 
His blood was part of ending the Old Covenant age.  He was the type and 
shadow of all the sacrifices of the Old Covenant.  When Jesus went to 
the cross, the shadow ended and will never be revived with a red 
heifer or anything else.   He has appeared to put away sin by the sacri-fice of Himself (v.26).   He died at the end of the Old Covenant age.  He 
put an end to the sacrifice of sin when He died on Calvary and that was 
the end of the age and a new age began.  We are already a part of the age 
to come, the eternal age. 
(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To contact him about speak-ing engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on the Kingdom of God, call Word of 
Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: mapwol@consolidated.net) 
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 (Ezek. 37:1-10 NIV)  “The hand of the LORD was on me, and he 
brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a val-
ley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I 
saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very 
dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, 
“Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”  4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath 
enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and 
make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in 
you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”  7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there 
was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered 
them, but there was no breath in them.  9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sover-
eign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast 
army.” 
 This is a true life and death lesson for His body/church from Ezekiel 
37. ”The Valley Of Dry Bones”  The background is that Israel had defiled 
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God’s Temple, so the honeymoon period between God and Israel was 
over. Captured by Babylon, now their hope was gone, their dreams 
dashed, yet Ezekiel is called up to prophesy to their “conditions.”  This 
tells me that God is saying, “Your troubles don’t always last.”  When 
everyone gives up God see’s potential, even when we just see dry dead 
bones.  The question for the church and it’s leaders which the Lord asks is 
“Do You SEE What I SAY?  Then You Will SAY What I SEE.  God 
wants to transform the way we deal with our purpose in our lifespan 
(generation).  Notice vs.1 where God Sets “you” down. Then, you imme-
diately begin looking for the purpose of where and who He wants you 
“connected” or identified with.  Understand what God is saying so you 
can see what He see’s.   He asks us not for His edification but because of 
our limited revelation. “Can These bones live?” 
 Can your church live, can your sickness be healed, can your circum-
stance be changed?   Don’t ever answer a situation based on the evi-
dence of your senses.  Ezekiel answers only what he knew, and that was 
only what God revealed.  When God asks a leader or one of the five-fold 
ministry a question, it is because He is opening a door for you to be part 
of the solution.  
 The Word says in Eze.37:1, “The hand of the Lord was upon me. 
Thank God this was God’s giving us direction and unction. We see in 
scripture where “the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the 
days of Samuel.” (1Sam.7:13)  Again in 2 Samuel 24:14, “And David said 
unto Gad, I am in a great strait (bad degree of difficulty, trouble or cri-
sis.)  Let us now fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are great.”  
One more to critically substantiate that “His hand” can be against His 
enemies to protect and lead those He loves, is in the case of Elijah. His 
hand was on him for exceeding great exploits. “How?”, you ask.  We see 
it when Elijah said to his servant, “I hear the sound of the abundance of 
rain.”  l King 18:46 says, ”And the hand of the Lord was upon Elijah and 
he girded up his loins and ran ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.”  
What?  How?  Jezreel was 17 miles from the top of that mountain and 
Ahab had the finest chariot and the best horses his kingship could own.  
Jesse Owens, the Olympian once outran a horse for one hundred yards but 
this is ridiculous. We are talking about 17 miles.  
 When God asks a question, he is about to transform our vision.  Don’t always assume when you see scattered dead bones that you are the 
one who has to match bone to bone or connect the dots.  God says there’s 
a way for it to be done and He wants us to adapt to His ways of speaking, 
declaring and prophesying it done. Rom.12:6, “Prophesy according to the 



SEEC  Magazine          15                   August/September 2017       
proportion of your faith.”  The answer is prophesy for them to HEAR.  
Too many in the body/church are listening but not hearing.  Hear what? 
Hear the Word of the Lord.”  Hear this, we live by every word that pro-
ceeds for the mouth of God.  Eze. 37:4, “Again He said unto me, proph-
esy to these bones and say to them…”. Whoa, speak to the conditions in 
your church body, your family, your job status, your school situation, rela-
tionship/marriages.  Jesus says, “Have faith in God.”  When He directs 
you about your confession, He’s priming your pump.  
 What did God want of him?  If the DEAD BONES can hear, then a 
DEAD SPIRIT can hear, a DISEASE can hear, a WAYWARD LOVED 
ONE can hear.  How can a bone hear. How can a dead dry bone hear?   
When God decides to do something, He shows them a humanly impossi-
ble situation, then He gives them instructions for the solution and 100% 
of the time the solution is in His Word.  God never said to Ezekiel, “Pile 
up those bones over there.  I don’t like some of those bones, they don’t 
deserve My blessing.” No, He included all of them.  Could it be that what 
we’re NOT prophesying to has stymied God’s progress in our churches?  
The enemy comes and scatters a few bones around in our churches and He 
knows if we get used to seeing them scattered and dismembered, that 
sooner or later we will begin to step over them and consider those dead 
bones as just part of what we have to deal with in our churches.  A few 
bones here, a few bones there, pretty soon we’re anesthetized and they 
become common occurrences.  The enemy is looking for ways to con-
taminate our existence with “little deaths strewn around.”  We need to 
look at the first one that appears and SAY immediately, “Bone you can 
live and be restored to the body!”   
 God is truly wanting to revive His body today.  “Death is reversed in the 
valley.” Ezekiel is suddenly transformed from being the spokesman for “human 
impotence” to being the spokesman for Divine Omnipotence (and so can you).  
The church can have every office filled-everything in place, but can still have no 
spiritual life. To go from Very Dry Bones to a Standing Army is nothing to 
God.   We see it in 2 Kings 13:21 when a dead man came into contact with 
Elijah’s bones and that man revived and stood up on his feet. 
 There were millions of bones strewn around him-many of them represented 
someone else's dreams or talents and giftings.   Eze.37:7 says, “After I prophe-
sied there was a noise.” Nothing happens until you declare, speak, prophesy and 
then suddenly a rattling can begin.  When you do, He will.  In Eze.37:8 the 
bones came together, muscle, ligament and skin covered them but still there was 
no life.  I see a picture of defeat and death on it’s way to victory.  Until, the hand 
cannot say to the foot (in the church), “I have no need of you”, we’re still in a 
mess.  We work too independent of each other, instead of positioning ourselves to 
experience the real power that’s in the connection with each other. 
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 Consider these factors Ezekiel likely noted: 
· The brain was in the head but not thinking. 
· The lungs were in the body but the body wasn’t breathing. 
· The heart was in the chest but it wasn’t beating. 
Until God inflates us with the breath of the Holy Spirit, we are just flesh and 
bones.  A question for the members of God’s five-fold ministry: What do you 
think, Ezekiel, can these bones live?  Pastor, worship leader, singers and players, 
teachers and deacons, member of God’s five-fold ministry, if Ezekiel would act 
like some of us, he would say, “Wait Lord, some of these bones come only once a 
month, some of these bones don’t tithe or give and a whole bunch of these bones 
haven’t been faithful and some of these bones haven’t been ‘playing well to-
gether’.”  God, I’ve got faith in You and I sort of have faith in me but when it 
comes to these bones you’ve sent me (in my assignment, gifting and callings), 
only You know.  And we ask God, “Why am I here?” and God says, “If they 
weren’t dead, I wouldn’t need you.”  You see very dry bones, I see potential.”  
The church is just like the dry bones, we’re all scattered, we refuse to come to-
gether to serve God’s purposes and God says, “They can remain in that condition 
or you can see what I say and say what I see.”   
 Prophesy to the bones and begin to call those bones together.  Whenever the 
enemy wants to call a halt to the progress of the church or to your life, he’ll come 
in and scatter, so that no potential can be realized. And he does it in our valleys 
cause he knows you can’t build a great church with discouraged and discontented 
people.  As long as your team is competing against each other, they can not 
complete each other.  We all want to minister on the mountaintops but hardly 
anyone wants to preach, prophesy or sing in the valley to dry bones.  Imagine for 
a moment with me that you are the one that God has His hand on and has set 
you down to see what can be done. You might say, “Wait a minute Lord, some of 
the bones look like no, oh no, could it be, these are some of MY BONES?”  And 
God says, (Get ready ministers and leaders. Get ready for what He’s about to say, 
are you ready? GOD CAN’T RAISE HIS CHURCH UNTIL HE RAISES 
YOU.)  The reason we can’t do anything in the congregation is because we’re 
down there where they are and God is calling us to prophesy to all of the bones 
(yours’s included) and to the wind, “Fill us with the life of Your Spirit Lord”.  
Ezekiel was given the task of collaborating with God to bring new life.  I believe 
today the Lord is picking you up, brushing you off, setting you down where pos-
sibilities abound, but when His hand, His instruction and His Word is in your 
mouth, speak and watch what God will do to bring life where God’s people re-
connect and are restored. 
 (Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the 
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Minis-
tries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I 
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. 
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 
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 One of my favorite apostles in the Bible is Peter.  He was a common 
fisherman who became an uncommon apostle whose life has impacted 
mankind for thousands of years.  Personally chosen by the Lord Jesus to 
be one of His disciples, Peter was honored to be among the inner circle of 
three who had the most intimate relationship with Jesus during His earthly 
ministry.  He not only saw Jesus perform miracles and cast out devils but 
also ministered the same when he was sent out by Jesus to proclaim the 
gospel of the Kingdom. 
 Peter was also present with James and John when Jesus was trans-
formed on the Mount of transfiguration.  As he beheld the glory of the 
Lord, he wanted to build altars to honor Jesus, Moses, and Elijah who ap-
peared and talked with Jesus during this amazing event.  There is no doubt 
that Peter loved Jesus and was devoted to His ministry calling. 
 In John 14 Jesus shared with His disciples that He would soon be go-
ing away to prepare a dwelling place for them in His Father’s Kingdom.  
He stated in verse 2, In my Father’s house are many dwelling places . . . 
I go to prepare a place for you.  House in this text speaks of a residence 
or place of abode; it is also translated family or household.  The term 
dwelling place refers to habitations or rooms.  Jesus was comforting His 
disciples, including Peter, that He was going to ascend to heaven and pre-
pare for them their place of eternal habitation with the Father. 
 Another revelation from this passage is that we, as believers and fol-
lowers of Jesus, are also living rooms that make up the household, or fam-
ily of God, on the earth.  Through Christ, we are the dwelling places on 



earth for God Himself.  Paul states this in 1 Corinthians 3:16 where he 
states, do you not know that YOU are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God DWELLS in YOU?  Our Father chose to make US His 
dwelling place.  We are the house of His choosing because we are the 
house of His making. 
 There is no doubt that we are entering an unprecedented spiritual har-
vest.  Many are having miraculous encounters with Jesus and becoming 
born again, especially in Muslim nations.  While tremendous persecution 
is an ongoing struggle with the Christian faith, the numbers of salvations 
continue to rise.  There are many rooms being added to the body of the 
church, and it is critical that we make room for the rooms!  So, what ex-
actly does this look like? 
 First, it looks like Peter in John 21:15-17.  This passage represents a 
time of critical change in the life of the church and Peter as an apostle.  
Peter had made a bold statement to Jesus prior to His arrest that he would 
go to prison and to death with Jesus (Luke 22:33).  While his intentions 
were noble, we all know that he ended up denying three times that he ever 
knew Jesus.  Jesus is crucified, is raised from the dead, and is now search-
ing for Peter.  When He finds Peter, He asks him in verse 15, Simon, son 
of John do you love me more than these?  Another translation is, Simon, 
son of John, is there ROOM in your heart for me?   
 In order for Peter to move forward into the harvest, he had to make 
ROOM in his heart for the love of Jesus.  This is the Ephesians 2:4, great 
love wherewith He loved us kind of love.  Peter had to make the decision 
to love Jesus more than himself and the things that represented his iden-
tity.  He could not accomplish his assignment in God as anointed minister 
of Christ; he could only attain success by surrendering to a son.  Jesus 
restored Peter by facilitating a change of heart from self-serving orphan to 
a surrendered son. 
 Second, it looks like Joseph in Genesis 40.  This is another time of critical 
change in the life of Israel and Joseph as a ruler.  As a boy, Joseph was given a 
revelation of his life assignment through dreams.  He shared the dreams with his 
brothers and father only to be scolded by his father and hated by his brothers.  
Out of jealousy, Joseph is assaulted by his brothers and sold into slavery to a 
band of Ishmaelites bound for Egypt.  In Egypt, he is purchased by Potiphar and 
is placed in charge of the Potiphar’s household.  He is falsely accused by Mrs. 
Potiphar and ends up in prison. 
 In prison, Joseph interprets the dream of Pharaoh’s baker and cupbearer.  
Joseph learns from the dreams that the cupbearer will be restored in three days 
and so asks the cupbearer to speak of him to Pharaoh when he returns to the pal-
ace.  The cupbearer promptly forgets all about Joseph – for two more years.   
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 What about the dreams?  What about the assignment to rule?  What about 
justice?  Joseph cries out, I have done nothing that they should have put me into 
the dungeon (verse 15).  In those times, dungeons were no more than dark holes.  
Joseph was in a place of darkness of soul.  Knowing the nature of God, there had 
to be a reason for this, and I believe that the reason was to facilitate complete 
brokenness. 
 For Joseph to move into the time of unprecedented harvest as a ruler, he had 
to be completely broken, meaning to have a total trust and complete dependence 
upon the father alone with no malice or ill-intent in his heart for those who had 
tried to destroy him.  To be broken means to be crushed, brought low, or sub-
dued.   
 Joseph had to make ROOM for brokenness in order to rule with true author-
ity and humility.  Because of his humility, he saved Egypt from destruction.  He 
also saved his evil brothers, his father, and the nation of Israel.  The message of 
the Joseph anointing is more about brokenness than it is about wealth, prosperity, 
and power.   
 Harvest time is a time for the church to rule, and she must rule from the posi-
tion of brokenness if the harvest is to remain fruitful.  If we are not broken as 
rulers, we will exploit the gifts of new believers for selfish, self-serving ends and 
once again give ROOM to the orphan spirit.  God forbid. 
 Lastly, it looks like 1 Corinthians 12:18.  We must make ROOM in the 
body for the new gifts that are different from us.  The church has a way of be-
coming comfortable and familiar with one another and one another’s giftings.  
When new gifts enter our fellowship, we oftentimes critique them rather than 
nurture them.  We must remember that, God has set the members, every one of 
them in the body, as it has pleased Him. 
 Harvest time is very active and messy.  New believers pose new challenges 
for some of our established churches.  We must be diligent to embrace and nur-
ture new believers who may not dress like us, worship like us, act like us, or pray 
like us.  We must remember that they are not among us to become like us.  They 
have been divinely SET into the body by the Father as it pleases Him.  We have 
the responsibility to direct them toward sonship. 
 The face of the church is changing.  We will either change or face irrele-
vance in the days ahead.  What we make room for in our hearts and souls will 
greatly determine our fruitfulness in the harvest that is at the door.  Let us deter-
mine in our hearts to make room for the love of the Son, room for brokenness, 
and room for the diversity of gifts that are destined to come our way. 
(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife. Larry has just released his book entitled Kingdom Life Finding—Life Beyond Church. In his book you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church experience often leaves you empty inside, the true freedom and blessing that is found in the kingdom of 
God. www.kingdomlife.org) 
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 We just completed our 24th Experience Youth Camp week.  It was an 
amazing week of miracles, deliverances, healing, freedom, salvation, call-
ings, empowering, baptisms in the Holy Ghost, deep times in His pres-
ence, life changing encounters, and new relationships.  There are so many 
aspects of what it takes to do an event of this caliber.  The logistics alone 
of moving 400 people to and from anything on a schedule is an enormous 
endeavor.  I am amazed at how far we have come in structure, leadership, 
organization, and proficiency.  The guiding ethos of "Preparation, Preci-
sion, and Passion" has given us the ability to provide a level of quality and 
consistency that hits our goal stated in our mission mantra, "Come for the 
Fun, Leave with an Experience."    
 In a church world that is satisfied many times with mediocrity, set-
tling for whatever is the easiest and cheapest way, our question of "What's 
best for the kids?" has served as our litmus test for all changes and deci-
sions.  Watching over 100 adults take a week off of work, pay their own 
way, serve as ushers, helpers, media, photography, video, worship, crafts, 
intercessors, dorm watchers, trash picker-uppers, and anything else we 
can think of was absolutely beautiful.  These people embrace the mundane 
of individual daily service just to be a part of the magnificence of being a 
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part of something bigger than themselves and they come back year after 
year.  As I pondered these things, I began to see a progression in our de-
velopment over the years.  We started as individuals, we trained a team, 
and now we're a family. 
 We did our first camp in 1994.  Don Pope, our worship pastor and sax 
player extraordinaire, caught the vision for a youth camp that I was a part 
of in California.  He had the crazy idea of bringing that model to Grace 
and he needed my help.  So, we worked together over the phone mostly 
since internet was just starting up (remember dial up?—shudder).  We 
used all of our skill, talent, energy, anointing, prayer, and hope we could 
muster to create and implement our camp.  We hijacked some adults to 
come be a part of something that the only frame of reference they have is 
the camp movies they have watched over the years.  Keeping the troops 
encouraged, empowered, moving forward, and handling every issue some-
times had to be dealt with by sheer force of personality.   
 So much of what we did in the early days revolved around what we 
could do individually as leaders.  This worked great for a season, but 
came at a personal cost.  Frankly, we were worn out.  As we grew in vi-
sion and numbers, the ability of us as individuals began to become unten-
able, and the quality of what we could do began to suffer, not because of 
passion or love, but just mere time and scale of the camp.  It came to a 
head when we did one camp with 10 staff members.  As they would say in 
Jersey, "Forget about it!"  We knew there had to be a better way.  The 
mighty men of David did amazing things and were memorialized in 1 
Chron. 11.  Jashobeam killed 300 with a spear by himself.  Eleazar de-
fended a barley field when everyone else fled from the Philistines and the 
Lord saved him and won a great victory.  David wanted a drink of water 
and three of his mighty men broke through the Philistine garrison at Beth-
lehem to draw water from the well and bring it back to him.  Benaiah 
killed two lion-like men of Moab, a lion in a pit in the snow, and an Egyp-
tian that was 7.5ft. tall and had a spear like a weaver's beam.  This is my 
kind of guy. These individuals all did great things for God, marvelous, 
miraculous, and even impossible at times, but after the tribes came to-
gether to make David king there is no longer mention of them individu-
ally.  They are now the mighty men of Israel.  The Bible moved from sin-
gle achievements to the work of a whole nation.    
  After being delivered from under-staffing our camp that year, we re-
alized the need for more help.  We began to recruit as many adults as pos-
sible to be a part of camp.  This meant that we can no longer say that 
someone will do it, cause anyone can do it, but no one does it.  We created 
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roles that need less of me and more of we.  By spreading out the work, we not 
only lightened the load, but increased “buy in” from our people.  When people 
are part of the team, they feel the value of contribution.  In other words, “What I 
offer is important and significant”.  In this season of team-building, we created 
new positions and defined roles in our leadership with specific job descriptions.  
We established training with counselors and staff members, clarified our mission 
and ethos, and created holes in our personal buckets to allow others to carry an-
other level of authority and responsibility.  Many reasons why ministries don't 
team build is the work on the front end.  Team-building must have long range 
goals or the price of training, implementing, and cleaning up mistakes gets too 
high for many to swallow.  I can do things better and faster than others, but the 
ministry will always be limited to what I can do with my time, talent, and treasure 
that I am willing to sacrifice.  Our small group became a great team.  My basket-
ball coach always said, "Team beats talent everyday of the week."  We then ex-
panded into delegating leadership roles to people in other participating churches.  
This took a new level of relationship and trust.  This is hard to do because of the 
need for security and control, but as we walked year after year with people, spoke 
into their lives, inspected what we expected, appreciated their gifting and diver-
sity, we became better and we didn't stop there.   
 This year as I walked into my favorite room, the dining hall, I saw the next 
level that we have come to....family.  I looked around the room and saw people 
from 18 different churches connecting and interacting with each other.  I realized 
that we had some here for the first time and others here for over a decade.  There 
was no pecking order or separation in that room, but only the chatter and laughter 
of a family coming together for a meal.   There was a group from different 
churches who got together and took ballroom dance lessons.  A family from one 
church went on vacation with a couple from another church.  They call each 
other, talk to each other, have lunch together, love each other, they've become 
family.  I watched a couple struggling with hurt and offense with a relationship, 
sit together at lunch and reconcile their differences.  That's a family.  A family 
walks together generationally.  Our youngest staff member was 3 and our oldest 
is 84.  This level of family relationship realized creates a safe environment to 
succeed and to fail, to learn and to teach, no matter how insignificant we might 
think we are in our own minds.  Every healthy family is a team, but not every 
team is a family.  Family is the place where everyone should truly flourish.  The 
old give wisdom to the young and the young give strength to the old.  The scrip-
tures tell the story of David’s mighty men who then became the mighty men of 
Israel and now in the New Testament, it speaks of the Body of Christ, the real 
family of God.  We grew from individuals to a team to a family.  This is the body 
of Christ at work.   
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace International Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor, teacher, coun-selor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on courtship and marriage. He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth Camp. His email is: PJoeB87@gmail.com * Website: www.graceic.org * Services at Grace are livestreamed each week. Just go to website and click on the Grace TV Tab on the right side of the home page.)   
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 Ah, life! One minute everything is cruising right along, we're on top of the 
world creating Facebook pages, writing books and making T-shirts to declare our 
life message to the world. The next thing you know... straight down at 
100mph.  Stinking roller coasters! They click right along at a nice pace and there 
is usually a great view to behold, then all of a sudden your stomach is in your 
throat.  
 There was never a promise that life would be smooth sailing and 
easy.  "Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you 
from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the 
open and shows its true colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. 
Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any 
way." James 1:2-4 (MSG) The ebbs and flows of a God-centered life are required 
for God's original intent to take form.  
 I like how the message says, "So don't try to get out of anything prema-
turely." On a roller coaster you are big time locked in for safety.  There's usually 
a harness for your lap and one that comes down over your head to hold you in 
your seat.  The reason is because on some of those falls and spins gravity is 
lost.  If you did not have those harnesses, well, you can picture it.  It would not be 
wise to get out of your seat prematurely at that moment.  We have that harness at 
all times as long as we don't decide we can live without it! Just check Psalm 91, 
we shall call it the “Harness Psalm”.    
 Ebbs, flows, shifts, ups, downs, turns, and zero gravity moments are all part 
of living the life you are intended to live while leaving a legacy. So, will your 
legacy be that of a roller coaster fatality or conqueror? A roller coaster conqueror 
is one who stays harnessed in knowing that harness was built for one crazy ride. 
Conquerors believe this truth right here: “Listen to Me,” [says the Lord], “O 
house of Jacob, And all the remnant of the house of Israel, You who have been 
carried by Me from your birth And have been carried [in My arms] from the 
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womb, Even to your old age I am He, And even to your advanced old age I will 
carry you! I have made you, and I will carry you; Be assured I will carry you and I 
will save you." (Isa.46:3-4 AMP) Couple this with Jeremiah 29:11 and you've got 
the roller coaster conqueror's creed. 
 Are you feeling like you're on a never-ending ride right now? Well, we are 
most definitely in a season of transition.  Oh that nasty "T" word, I know.  It's a 
time of finishing, shifting, and re-aligning.  Awkward? Very 
possibly.  Necessary? Absolutely.  It might even feel like your identity is being 
lost, but have no fear it's actually a time of identity promotion—the type you did 
not see coming.  Just hang on.  It will most certainly be worth it.  
 I never understood why people would throw their hands up while falling 
straight down on a roller coaster.  You know, I guess they were onto 
something.  After all we are harnessed in and going somewhere.  I think I'll stay 
on. 
(Melissa will be speaking at the DREAMS VISIONS PROPHECY SYMPOSIUM at Grace Interna-
tional Church in Willis,TX  September 22-23, 2017. For more info and updates: martygabler.com/
dreams-visions-prophecy/  or Church: 936-856-2455. Plan now to attend!) 

  Recently I have been reading the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah. There is 
a lot of repetition in these combined books which go from severe judgment to the 
great promises of restoration. It is amazing how God’s Word written so many 
hundreds of years ago can fit the situations in our generation. As I was reading 
Jeremiah 28 & 29, the Lord spoke the following word to me:   
     “It’s transition time for my people. It’s time to reposition yourself to do what 
I need you to do in the days to come. It’s time to prepare to establish a new 
phase.  It is a process and will require much patience. It will not be easy, but I 
will strengthen you. Don’t be discouraged!  Encourage yourself in Me. If you 
stumble, you will not fall!  Let your stumbling be a warning to refocus and be 
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more watchful and aware of the path you are traveling. There will be many stum-
bling blocks in your way placed there by Satan. But with open eyes and aware-
ness you will arrive in the new phase where you will be better positioned to ac-
complish my purpose.  Renew yourselves in My Eternal Promises written in My 
Word. Be led of the Holy Spirit within you. Do not be afraid of the journey.  You 
will arrive safe and ready to begin My next phase of your life.”   
     This is not a new word to the Body of Christ.  Over the past few years, God’s 
prophets have been declaring change in the process of establishing His people. 
This phase will touch us both personally and corporately.  Ministries, methods, 
structures, relationships, and spiritual understanding are changing. There are 
many gifted observers who are saying that in a few short years the church will not 
look the same as it has in the past, especially to us who grew up in church. It will 
be difficult for many of us who are rooted in the past to accept the patterns of the 
new look. It will require remodeling, reshaping, and refitting us to the task.  
     It’s His phase that we are beginning, not ours. A phase is a stage or action in 
the development of change.  It is God who is bringing the change. Each of us is a 
steward of the place, time, provisions, and instructions He gives us. If we are 
faithful, He will bring us to a fuller and more complete phase after this one. Our 
only hope for the future as the children of God is to go through each phase. God 
is seeking to unite His people into a mighty force for His Kingdom in preparation 
for the His final work on earth. 
     The world and the Church are in the midst of transition.  This Word of the 
Lord comes to me at this time with great encouragement because many I know 
are going through a shift in their lives.  All of us need God’s assurance. God is 
tailoring our lives to fit the circumstances of the new phase. Are you feeling the 
crunch of having to do things differently?  Let’s review the word God gave me. 
    First, He said, “It’s time to reposition yourself to do what I need you to do.”  
It’s time to act and react. It’s time to be ready for something new in Kingdom 
Living.  Only those who will reposition themselves in God’s purpose will benefit 
from the resources of the Kingdom. Many will be left out because they are not 
willing to change. Too many love the old ways and will die in their religious tra-
dition. The days ahead will catch them unaware to meet the challenge of change. 
God is faithful to warn His people. 
     Second, He said, “it’s time to prepare to establish a new phase.”  For most 
people it is hard to prepare for new situations. Transition requires the reevaluat-
ing of resources. There are things one may have which will encumber effective-
ness in a new phase. Many have weights that may hinder mobility. Treasures of 
the past may require one to pass them on to children, to sell them, or to give them 
to others who will more effectively utilize them.   It is time to evaluate what we 
need for the future.  
     Third, He said, “It’s a process and requires much patience. It will not be 
easy, but I will strengthen you.”  So many times we do not like process. It’s hard 
to wait for things to happen, especially in our generation where things come in-
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stantaneously. There’s fast food. There are credit cards that can be used to buy on 
the spur of the moment. Our impatience has led us to much of the situation our 
nation is in today. God has a place for each of us to be established in these last 
days. If we patiently wait on the Lord, He has promised to help us possess our 
soul and destiny (James 1:2-5). 
     Fourth, He said, “Don’t be discouraged! But encourage yourself in Me.”  
When I think of encouragement, I am reminded of Joshua.  He was entering a 
new phase of his life as a leader, along with the Children of Israel. They had just 
come out of the wilderness.  They were coming into a new land.  God gives 
Joshua a word.  “The time has come to lead these people across the Jordan River 
into the land I am giving them. I promise you that wherever you set foot, you will 
be on land I have given you. No one will be able to stand against you. I will not 
fail you or abandon you. Be courageous and do not be afraid or discouraged. 
For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” We are facing a new phase 
as individuals, the church, and the nation. God is our refuge and strength. It is 
essential that we encourage one another as we gather in groups for worship and 
sharing. 
     Fifth, He said, “If you stumble, you will not fall! Let your stumbling be a 
warning to refocus and be more watchful and aware of the path you are travel-
ing. There will be many stumbling blocks in your way placed there by Satan. 
But with open eyes and awareness you will arrive in the new phase where you 
will be better positioned to accomplish my purpose.  God wants us to be sure-
footed in the upcoming phase. Satan is doing all he can to hinder God’s people 
from reaching this new place of effectiveness. We must be focused, watchful, and 
aware. Listen closely to the sounds of the time. Discernment is essential. God 
assures those who are willing to go through the transition that He will  position 
them for productivity. God has a remnant. Are you sure you are a member of that 
remnant?   
     Sixth, He said, “Renew yourself in My Word, and be led of the Holy Spirit.” 
God told Joshua to study and mediate on the Book of the Law continually day 
and night and be sure to obey it, and then he would be successful. (Joshua 1:8). 
God’s Word and His Spirit are the power of agreement for accomplishment.  A 
lot of Christians do not realize that the presence of the Holy Spirit is abiding in 
them. They look for Him to fall on them as they need Him. The Holy Spirit is a 
resource from heaven, but Jesus said that He would come as a helper from the 
Hand of the Father to abide with you and be in you (John 14:16,17). We can enter 
the future with confidence because the Holy Spirit is present to do all we need to 
succeed.  
   Seventh, He said, “Do not be afraid of the journey.” Recently in a home group 
we conduct monthly in our home, my wife, Mavis, lead a discussion on fear. 
Those attending were greatly encouraged as the Holy Spirit reminded all of us 
that He has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind (2 
Tim. 1:7).  Farther down in that chapter in verse 12, Paul says, “… I know whom 
I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed 
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to Him until that day” (KJV). Fear is a great tool of Satan in these days to hinder 
God’s people from moving out in faith. Fear captivates with unbelief and doubt. 
Unbelief is the lack of trust, but doubt is an act of rebellion against God’s provi-
sions.  The people of God must go forward in this next phase with boldness and 
confidence. Are you ready to move forward with fearless courage? 
     In Jeremiah 29:4-14, the Lord gives Jeremiah a word for the exiles of Judah in 
Babylon. They were in this phase of their lives because of the acts of their leaders 
over the past years. They didn’t want to be there! They were there so God could 
prepare them to restore the land of Judah, seventy years in the future.  God had 
something every important for them to learn in this phase and place. The condi-
tion was not fully their fault. Every time Judah had a Godly leader as king, the 
people responded and God sent a revival. God blessed men like Joash, Hezekiah, 
Josiah.  But when the kings were evil and defiant of God’s laws, the nation suf-
fered and the wrath of God built up and finally ended in judgment.  
     At first these Jewish people were restless, complaining, and were not very 
happy campers. God sent His word and told them to settle down. “You are going 
to be here seventy years. Learn to adjust, build houses, plant gardens, and plan 
to raise your children here because there’s judgment on the land of Judah. God 
said that He had an appointed time for their restoration. Work for the peace 
and prosperity of the city where I placed you. Pray for it and the welfare of it 
will determine your welfare. Don’t listen to the lies of the false prophets and 
those not flowing with my plan.”  God promised that he was going to bring judg-
ment on Babylon for its violence against His people and bring Israel and Judah 
back home (Jeremiah 30). What a phase to anticipate in the future. Meanwhile 
live in the hopes of it. 
 God wants us to be at peace in the circumstance in which we find ourselves 
presently. It may not be what we would like, but God has a purpose in it. We are 
entering a new phase in God’s plan for the world.  We don’t know how long it 
will take to get through it. However, it is important that we settle down and ask 
God to help us to adjust to the conditions. There are many things at hand that will 
sustain us as we put them into operation. God has called us to be salt and light as 
He takes us through transition.  There is a ministry for each of us. Brighten the 
corner where we are.  He knows  how to get us through the coming phase.  In the 
meantime we are to be an influence in our society for righteousness.  We are to 
pray for the welfare of our nation so it will bless us. It’s transition Time. God will 
perform the impossible. Peace and prosperity, even in the hard times, will be 
ours.  Comfort yourself in Psalm 91. 
(Dr. Elwyn Lewis is the Apostolic Overseer of Kingdom Living Church Ministries Interna-tional, along with his wife, Mavis.  KLCMI is a Five-fold, teaching and mentoring ministry. Contact: 817-249-2068 or email: elwynlewis1@sbcglobal.net.   9820 Ravensway Dr., Ben-
brook, TX 76126. This article is reprinted from Volume 13 Issue 2.) 
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 Back in August of 2016 I was praying over the coming month of Sep-
tember. I was praying and claiming and declaring all the good blessings 
and victories over the coming month that I could think of. After a period 
of time I had pretty much exhausted my list so I was just sitting and wor-
shipping. During that time, the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart and asked, 
“Why don’t you ask what the coming month is for?” I thought, “Well, I 
have never thought of doing that.” So, I asked the Lord what the coming 
month was for. He spoke to my heart that September was for seeing and 
as I prayed further and waited on the Lord, He began to show me five 
things that His people could see in September. Since then I have asked the 
Lord at the end of each month what the coming month is for. 
 In June of 2017 I asked what the month of July is for. I am including 
it in this article because I believe that anyone can call upon the Lord and 
bring forward into August and September those things the Lord promised 
in past months. It would seem to me that the present thing the Lord is an-
nouncing is the emphasis for the present month but does not exclude the 
desires He wanted for His people in those former months. Perhaps we 
should refer back to Matt.9:29 (and also 2Cor.4:13) and let it be unto us 
according to our faith. Let’s claim both the purposes of July and August. 
 This is what I believe the Lord spoke to my heart about July: The 
month of JULY IS FOR DEFLECTING. I saw a left arm holding up a 
shield like the shield of faith. I also saw a right hand of authority up like 
when a policeman is ordering a vehicle to stop. I heard that we will be 
deflecting all forms of attack, rumors, accusations and even disease. We 
can speak in such a way and act in such a way that those things “change 
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direction”.  DEFLECT: “to change direction by interposing something”. 
We can interpose the Word of God, the will of God, praises, declarations, 
while thinking on the true things of Phil.4:8—noble, just, pure, lovely, 
good report, virtue. How do we interpose one of these God-provided 
tools? When the enemy launches an attack, whether it is physical, verbal, 
mental or spiritual, we can “change the direction” (deflect) of that attack 
by speaking out the Word of God, or praising God, or by making the op-
posite declaration of what the enemy is bringing against us. Don’t let your 
mind go where the attack wants it to go. Keep your mind on those things 
that are noble, just, pure, lovely, good report and things that have virtue.  
 I was ministering in a Sunday morning service. I was talking about 
things that we just simply receive in our lives and we don’t even think to 
oppose them. Then I said that believers need to learn how to say, “I don’t 
receive that”. There was a young boy sitting on the third row back who 
had been expressing suicidal tendencies because of bullies at school. I 
said, “Let’s practice that right now and say it like we mean it.”  That 
young boy jumped to his feet and yelled louder than anyone else, “I don’t 
receive that!” On Monday, when kids at school began to bully him and 
call him names and tell him what they were going to do to him, he would 
respond each time with, “I don’t receive that.” Those bullies were dumb-
founded and did not know what to do and just walked away. His mother 
said that it turned his life around. 
 We hear stories and testimonies and we long for those extraordinary, 
even miraculous things to happen for us. When I was child and frightened, 
I longed for a fearless, strong, undefeated hero to rush in and come to my 
rescue. Do you find yourself asking, “Where is a hero when you need 
one?” Perhaps a little different tack on this subject would be more help 
than regretfully wishing. (Rom.10:8, Msg) “So what exactly was Moses 
saying? The word that saves is right here, as near as the tongue in your 
mouth, as close as the heart in your chest. It's the word of faith that wel-
comes God to go to work and set things right for us. This is the core of 
our preaching.” We can choose to either wish and complain or we can 
search out, learn and memorize scriptural ammunition to use in the fight. 
(Isa.49:2, CEV) “He made my words pierce like a sharp sword or a 
pointed arrow; he kept me safely hidden in the palm of his 
hand.”  (Rev.1:16, KJV) “And he had in his right hand seven stars: and 
out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword...”. 
 At the end of July I asked the Lord what August 2017 is for. The Lord 
spoke to my heart that the month of AUGUST IS FOR SEEING THE 
INTERVENER. The word “intervene” means: “to come between disput-
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ing people, groups, etc.; intercede; mediate; to interfere with force or a 
threat of force.” (Merriam Webster)  In August, we will cry out to the Lord 
God and (1) He will intervene for us with people we have not been able to 
get resolve with. (2) He will intervene and turn our health around. (3) He 
will intervene in our finances. (4) He will intervene in the unrighteous 
issues of our nation. (5) He will intervene for Israel.  (Isa.64:4, NET)  
“Since ancient times no one has heard or perceived, no eye has seen any 
God besides you, who intervenes for those who wait for him.” This is the 
month to see the Great Intervener, faithful God. 
 In August we can pray and declare God’s will from the known will of 
God concerning each of those five points. The known will of God is His 
written Word. (1) He will intervene with people—(Rom.12:17, Amp) 
“Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is honest and proper 
and noble [aiming to be above reproach] in the sight of everyone.  18  If 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19  Be-
loved, never avenge yourselves, but leave the way open for [God's] wrath; 
for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay (requite), says the Lord.” 
God will intervene but our cooperation is essential. (2) God will intervene 
in our health—(3Jn.1:2, Msg) “We're the best of friends, and I pray for 
good fortune in everything you do, and for your good health--that your 
everyday affairs prosper, as well as your soul!”  (3) He will intervene in 
our finances—(Phil.4:19, Amp) “And my God will liberally supply (fill to 
the full) your every need according to His riches in glory in Christ Je-
sus.”  (4) He will intervene in our nation—(Prov.14:34, GW) 
”Righteousness lifts up a nation, but sin is a disgrace in any soci-
ety.” (Ps.33:12, KJV) ”Blessed [is] the nation whose God [is] the 
LORD;”  (5) Our Lord will intervene for Israel—(Ps.121:4, KJV) 
”Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.”  God will 
intervene but our cooperation is essential.  
It has been said that “graveyards are full of good intentions that were never walked out,  full of dreams never fulfilled, books never written, relationships that were never gleaned from”. May you realize today that there is no reason for you to live a lesser version of what God intended you to be. There is no reason for you not to dream and, with the en-ablements of the Spirit of God, press forward beyond discouragements and obstacles.  (1Pe.5:9b-11, Msg) “….keep a firm grip on the faith… It won’t be long before this generous God who has great plans for us in Christ… will have you put together and on your feet for good.”  We are praying you discover daily that you are becoming more fully what Fa-
ther God intended.   (You may listen to Daily Discoveries at the bottom of each 
hour 24hr./day on worldwide internet radio TEXAS PRAISE RADIO 
www.txpraise.com) 



AUGUST IS FOR SEEING THE INTERVENER August 4 –5* Tyler, TX Royal Dynasty Conference Dr. Don Crum 
 August 11 * Easton, MD Foundations A/P Conference Church of the King   443-477-2708 Jim Hodges, Marty Gabler www.churchoftheking-easton.org 
 August 12 * Easton, MD Foundations A/P Conference 
 August 13 * Easton, MD Foundations A/P Conference 
  August 27 * Cedar Park, TX Dickinson Home Church  6pm Info: Don Dickinson 512-267-2106 
 September 15-17 * Bellville, TX Ladies Retreat Kathy and Melissa Gabler 
 September 22 * Willis, TX DREAMS VISIONS PROPHECY SYMPOSIUM 2017   7:30p.m. 
 September 23 * Willis, TX 

DREAMS VISIONS PROPHECY SYMPOSIUM 2017   10:00a.m.—4:00p.m. 
 September 24 * Willis, TX DREAMS VISIONS PROPHECY SYMPOSIUM 2017    10:00a.m. 
 September 29 * Louisa, KY Addiction Recovery Care  ministry/training Jim Hodges, Marty Gabler 
 September 30 * Louisa, KY Addiction Recovery Care  ministry/training Jim Hodges, Marty Gabler 
 October 1 * Louisa, KY Louisa Community Church Jim Hodges, Marty Gabler 
 March 7-9, 2018, Willis, TX Kingdom Congress 2018 
 Website:  seecministries.org  Daily Devotions:  martygabler.com Email:  mail@seecministries.org SEEC Ministries International PO Box 298   Coldspring,TX 77331-0298 Office:  936-653-4108   

May the Lord grant you peace and the salvation of your home.  May the Lord’s Word prosper in you and may you bring forth fruit to His glory.

A Button For Secure Credit
Card Donations Is Available:
http://seecministries.org
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.* CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.

Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com
PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US

We have been putting dates on the Calendar after the magazine goes out.Please check Marty’s FaceBook pageand martygabler.com for dates.We also serve on presbyteries,councils and prayer groups duringthe week that we don’t post.Thank you for your prayers aswe travel.– Marty & Kathy
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