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Romans Chapter Eight may be the most eschatological (study of
the end times) chapter in the Bible because it is about the end of days.
It is about history but also about the end of days. We all know what
Romans 8 says, but what we know needs to be shouted from the rooftops. Starting with verse 14: For all who are being led by the Spirit of
God, these are sons of God. For you have not received a spirit of slavery
leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons
by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" The Spirit Himself testifies with
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs
of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that
we may also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to
be revealed to us. For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly
for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that
the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the
whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until
now. And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for
our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
Our history unfolds in this short passage. Our history begins when
we were adopted before the worlds began and our history culminates
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when our bodies get adopted. A resurrected body will replace this one.
So we start with spiritual adoption and move to physical adoption, and
that is our history. What happens in our history that points us to the end
of history is an awesome, biblical manifestation or revelation of our maturity in Christ. The Church is waiting for Jesus to come back, but the
earth is waiting for the Church to come forth. There is a coming back but
it is preceded by the Church coming forth as mature sons and daughters of
God. The Church is not yet in full maturation, revelation, impact and implementation of Kingdom agenda by mature sons of God.
The Word of God says the sons shall be revealed. The word
“revelation” is apocalypse, but people tend to focus on the final apocalypse and Christ’s return without awareness that it includes sons being
revealed. The sons of God are revealed because THE Son of God was revealed, and the revelation of THE Son of God precedes the revelation of
the sons of God. We cannot be a son or daughter until we have a revelation of THE Son of God. Before Jesus called Peter by name, Peter said,
“You are the Christ.” Peter understood Christ’s identity by divine revelation from Father. Once he saw who Christ is, then Christ could tell Peter
his identity. He told Peter that he was no longer a reed blown by the wind
but that he was a rock, “petras” (Gk.). Though Peter wasn’t always acting
like a rock, Jesus prophesied his identity and that word got into Peter, and
he was definitely a rock at Pentecost.
God speaks not only to our identity but to our potential. Of course,
our potential is in our identity. We sometimes struggle to find our potential outside ourselves, but it flows and issues forth out of our identity. His
sonship defines ours as sons and daughters of God. 1) Sons are those led
by the Spirit of God. It is not that I lose my sonship if I’m not, but when I
am not being led by the Spirit, I am not acting like a son. 2) Sons are
those who have received the spirit of adoption and have released an inner
cry of "Abba! Father!" 3) Sons are those who are heirs of God, joint heirs
with Christ who know they share what has been promised to the Son is
theirs also (to inherit the nations, the whole world). We are heirs of the
whole world. We as individuals have our identity in Christ and the
Church corporately must know its calling and mission as a people of God.
His sonship defines our mission on the earth. What we are going to be
doing is increasingly lining up with who we are. Creation is anxiously
longing for mature sons.
Continuing in an eschatological vein, consider Matt 13:36, Then He
left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him
and said, "Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field."
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[Note here, the disciples of Jesus are not those with all the answers
but those asking the right questions. The right question is a clue you are
on the way to the answer.]
Matt 13:37-43, And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the
kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. "So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at
the end of the age. "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will
gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH
AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
It was the Son of Man speaking this parable. The title, “Son of Man,”
comes from the book of Daniel and is the designation and prophecy concerning
The Messiah. Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of Man. He did that because
He was the Son of God who became the Son of Man, and He is called that primarily in the seventh chapter of Daniel. Dan 7:13 "I kept looking in the night
visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. Dan
7:14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which
will not be destroyed. It is critical to realize that this prophecy is not about the
return of Christ. It is about Christ coming up from the earth. It is the ascension
of Christ to the LORD’s right hand as David prophesied in Psalm 110:1, “The
Lord said to My Lord, sit at my right hand.” We know this because it is not the
“Son of Man” but the “Son of God” that is coming back to the earth. Daniel’s
vision here is about the Son of Man ascending up from the earth before the Ancient of Days who bestows upon Him His Kingdom. When we understand this,
we do not postpone the Kingdom to the Second Coming of Christ because to do
so weakens the Church in history. He is rewarded for His faithfulness because
when He comes up before the Father, He has already accomplished awesome
things earlier in Daniel 2. In that second chapter, Jesus is The Rock that smites
the statue of four metals that speaks of the four successive empires that were demonized through history, Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greece and Rome. Jesus
comes during the fourth kingdom, in the era of the Roman empire. In the Son of
Man’s appearance then, He introduces the fifth Kingdom in history which the
prophet says will have no successor and will never diminish or pass away. Isaiah
said it would be a Kingdom ongoing and ever increasing as will the peace of it
(Isa.9:7).
(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a
relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the
nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ

SEEC Magazine

6

April/May 2017

internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO?
This book and other materials may be found at his website: fmci.org or by calling the office
972-283-2262. CDs from the FMCI Annual and Regional Conferences are available.)

I set out to find some equipping insights or basics to walk out that
anticipation in real life. I started by finding a definition of anticipation is
“an impression in advance,” so it is an impression of Kingdom Power in
advance of experiencing it. Anticipation is a realization before it happens,
so it is a realization of Kingdom Power before it happens. Anticipation is
a foretaste, so it is tasting Kingdom Power before it’s time to eat! For
three-plus years, Jesus demonstrated the Power of the Kingdom and that
produced ANTICIPATION, an impression, a realization and a foretaste.
He did this thru healing and deliverance and powerful gifts of the Spirit
and through taking dominion over weather, fish, fig trees, death and demons.
So let’s find insight in one of Jesus’ examples of the Power of the
Kingdom in Mark 9. In verse 1, Jesus said: "Truly I say to you, there are
some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they
see the kingdom of God after it has come with power." In Mar 9:2, six
days later, three of them did see it. Jesus took Peter, James, and John and
led them up a high mountain. His appearance changed from the inside
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out, right before their eyes, and His garments became radiant laser-white,
and Elijah and Moses showed up to talk with Jesus. Right before their
eyes, Jesus was glowing and was transfigured beyond anything humanly
possible. Beyond that, He was suddenly in the company of two prophets
from Old Testament history, so the disciples definitely got an impression,
realization and a foretaste of POWER!
Peter then said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three tabernacles, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for
Elijah." The next verse says that Peter blurted this out without thinking,
simply because they were all so stunned by what they were seeing. I
don’t blame Peter for that outburst. Those three disciples were experiencing Kingdom Power that broke barriers in logic, time and history. And,
by the way, HOW would the disciples have recognized Moses & Elijah?
There were no history books with photos, no name-tags . . . Perhaps Jesus
introduced them . . . and can you picture that? How would you be able to
look eye-to-eye with Moses and smile or nod? Or how would you shake
Elijah’s hand without your legs falling off? Maybe they weren’t introduced, but they knew them because they were intently eavesdropping,
while frozen in a dead stare with their mouths hanging open!
We can take an equipping insight from the event and reaction. When
we do see a demonstration of the Power of the Kingdom of God, we need
to train ourselves to hold steady through the shock and awe so as not to
blurt out unnecessary things to distract or interrupt. We can train ourselves to wait to hear and perceive God’s intention for the event, as the
disciples did in the next moment. A cloud overshadowed them, and a
voice came out of the cloud, "This is My beloved Son, listen to Him!" All
at once they looked around and saw no one with them anymore except
JESUS alone. Jesus alone and His agenda are ALWAYS the base line,
the pivot or the point of Kingdom power; and we hold steady until we
hear and understand His agenda!
So, very practically, that means: if an angel-messenger shows up to
tell you ahead of time what is about to happen, hold steady. Don’t get
distracted trying to find your phone to get a video of the angel. The point
is to know God’s intent and purpose for the visit.
The purpose of God for the disciples was evidently for them to get a
realization of unlimited Power, a foretaste of the Power of sons interacting
with the spirit realm. God’s intent in the actual conversation between Jesus and the prophets was not revealed for us, but the interaction was an
impacting experience.
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When they came down from the mountain experience, they found
the other disciples with a crowd gathering round them. Jesus asked what
was going on. A man answered that he’d brought his son who was possessed with a spirit which makes him mute and seizes him and slams him
to the ground and causes him to foam at the mouth and grind his teeth and
stiffen out. He added, “Your disciples couldn’t cast it out.”
Then Jesus said: "What a generation! No sense of God! How many
times do I have to go over these things? How much longer do I have to
put up with this? Bring the boy to me," (Mark 9:19). The crowd probably
went silent, cringing and blinking and backing away since Jesus was obviously irritated, but listen to what He was saying, “You’re acting like all
the power I’ve been demonstrating is just for a BIOGRAPHY instead of a
MANUAL, like it’s just about MY performance instead of YOUR training! You’re treating all this like an OPTION when it is an ESSENTIAL.
Remember the man I told you about who was given one talent and he
thought he had the OPTION of ignoring the Master’s priorities and burying his potential? That didn’t work out well, remember! Jesus wanted
them to anticipate, to see ahead of time they were to be sons.
He was telling them, “ The things I’ve done were not just for historical records, they’re your calling, the template for your mandate and your future. I’m
not here to provide you a fleeting encounter with a super-Hero! I’m here to inaugurate the sonship of powerful, effectual sons! When . . . are . . . you . . . gonna . .
. get it?”
An Equipping insight at this point is that Practice and Training to Anticipate
the Power of the Kingdom of God is a major KEY for taking care of Father’s
business on earth in our lifetime.
Years ago some minister friends were imprisoned on a mission to India. We
went to a multi-church gathering in the Woodlands to pray for them. During the
intercession, Marty stood and prophesied that they would be released in three
days and they were. One of those pastors told his congregation when he got
home, “I don’t know if Marty heard God’s plan or if God did it because Marty
said it.” Whether it was a realization of Father’s plan in advance or a son with a
foretaste of his Father’s authority and backing, the obvious thing is that Anticipation of Kingdom Power thrives within the Father-son relationship and leads to
Participation and Demonstration of God’s will in the earth.
However, by the same token, it is also true that the Father-son relationship is
where Anticipation is often sabotaged! If all we can see in the mirror is who we
are now or any given moment, instead of who we were born to be, there is no
anticipation because we are not thinking like our Father. (As a man continues to
think in his heart, so is he, Prov.23:7) If we see ourselves as “only human” or not
worthy or capable to act in our Father’s authority and power, that roots back to
relationship and sonship issues. If we have to rebuild our sense of covenant
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every time that doubt or condemnation or failure knocks on our door, we won’t
come close to Anticipation or God-outcomes. For example, if a war breaks out
within your mind because you are sick yourself when someone asks you to pray
for them, that is a (behind the scenes) battle over sonship. Even if we don’t voice
it, as children of God we know our Father doesn’t withhold any good thing like
healing, right? So, when I am not healed, my sonship easily comes under fire,
until I repent, (which means I catch what I’m thinking and change it.) We change
our thinking by remembering the Truth. In this case, the truth is that infirmity
cannot de-son nor de-daughter anyone because sonship is a covenant, not a condition. Sons anticipate, meaning they already have a realization of the Power of
Father’s faithfulness to His Word and His Covenant, so they pray out of that confidence, even if their tooth is aching while they pray for someone’s fever! We
don’t have to forego Anticipation and Participation in God exploits, even while
we are under attack or winning sonship wars.
(Kathy’s message from Kingdom Congress 2017 is available on CD. 7.00 + 1.00 s/h.)

We were in Palo Duro Canyon, Texas as part of a meeting with five
different Native American tribes. They were coming to reconcile tribes
that had suffered broken treaties. The speaker, as a true apostle, spoke
from a fathering heart that brought peace. People are looking for the real
marks of an apostle. One of the definite marks of an apostle and an apostolic people is being a peacemaker, not those that have peace but those
that make peace.
Matt 5:9 says blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the
sons of God. Vine says that the Greek word for sons of God is huios,
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meaning “a mature son in the father’s likeness”.
In Matthew Chapter Five there is a father’s likeness. A huios has a
father’s likeness (male or female). Sons of God here does not refer to
gender but to character, in the image of their father. A huios is mature
and brings peace rather than division. Mature sons of God are peacemakers who have the ability and insight to make peace. Our Father is a peacemaker. We wouldn’t have all the problems in home and family if we were
mature and peacemakers in the likeness of our Father. Strife and division
in a home is a sign of immaturity. A father of a household needs to know
how to reconcile and bring peace to his home and family.
In Luke 15, there was trouble between the brothers, the prodigal son
and the older brother. The father was a peacemaker. He went to the older
son and tried to reason with him. The older son represented the Pharisees
who were immature and obsessed with their own oral doctrines. They had
left the written Word of God and gone to their oral doctrines. An example
of this is in Matt 5:43 where Jesus said, “Ye have heard that it was said,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy:” That did not come
out of the scriptures, but it was from their oral law. They no longer knew
how to discern the Word of God. They were supposed to be the doctors
of the law but they lost discernment because their life was not a life of
obedience. Their lack of discernment kept them from recognizing God
standing right in front of them, just as the older son failed to recognize the
peacemaker in his face.
Jesus Christ as mediator is a peacemaker. We were enemies against
God so Jesus came to reconcile us back to the Father. Salvation is about
coming to peace with God. Peacemaking is reconciliation. Peace in the
Greek is a broken bone being put back together, a broken relationship put
back together calcifies and becomes even stronger. Symbolically, He puts
us back together so the relationship cannot be broken. There’s a difference in breaking fellowship and breaking relationship. In relationship,
our trouble becomes God’s trouble and we have to learn to put our weight
on Him who is stronger than us. We have to have peace to understand
that.
This is peacemaking: Rom 12:17 Render to no man evil for evil.
Take thought for things honorable in the sight of all men. Rom 12:18 If it
be possible, as much as in you lieth, be at peace with all men. Rom 12:19
Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of God: for
it is written, Vengeance belongeth unto me; I will recompense, saith the
Lord. Rom 12:20 But if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give
him to drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head.
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Rom 12:21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
When opposition is pressing you, two things are happening: (1) God
is refining your life and (2) He is preparing the opposition for judgment.
He will either save or deal with them. Someone pursing you in persecution is a clear sign of purifying and training you and preparing them for
judgment. Romans 16:20 says this God of peace shall crush Satan. He
wars from peace. We have to know how to also. Part of our armor is
peace. When evil is brought against you personally, you overcome that
evil by doing good and making peace. The person is either going to be
touched and changed or be dealt with by God.
In Isa 9:6,7, it says that of the increase of His government and peace
there shall be no end. His name is Prince of Peace. In Luke 2, the announcement was peace on earth and good will to all men, but Jesus said
He did not come to bring peace in Mat 10:34, Think not that I came to
send peace on the earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. So there
is a paradox. While His coming to earth made reconciliation with God
possible and there is no peace without God, He came to bring a sword to
the ungodly. The power of being lead by the Spirit is knowing what is
light to be embraced or darkness to be left without peace. We are not here
to bring peace to the world’s systems. The angelic hosts saying peace on
earth was to those who would receive the Prince of Peace. There is no
peace outside of Christ and the gospel is to bring man back to God. Jesus
did not come to make peace with the Pharisees. He called them sons of
hell. We preach a gospel so powerful that we can say your sins are forgiven or will be held against you.
The gospel of the Kingdom has the fragrance of life and of death.
The Prince of Peace brought both reconciliation and a sword. There are
people that have marked themselves as one who will not repent. There
are people and systems that oppose Christ. We as the light and salt come
to trouble them, not make peace with them. We love people but ungodly
systems we do not. Peacemaking does not extend to ungodly systems.
God will save or bring judgment. Seeker-friendly gospel is peace with
everybody, but that is not truth. Mat 10:28 And be not afraid of them that
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 10:32 Every one therefore who shall
confess me before men, him will I also confess before my Father who is in
heaven. 10:33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny
before my Father who is in heaven.
We have to know how to administrate this peace and peacemaking. We are
going to have opposition, and we dare not avoid it by finding a building and sit
down and become a sermon taster. Our gospel is that without Christ you cannot
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have peace, and we will not settle for a false peace that comes through avoiding
problems or compromising. This literally means we cannot compromise with
systems like radical Islam in our world today in the name of peace. Instead we
trouble it with the Truth of the Prince of Peace. The government should protect
the Church who preaches the only true peace, Jesus Christ. Our forefathers knew
this and so do we.
As mature sons, we can bring healing or we can bring a sword and we are
braced for opposition. Mat 10:35 For I came to set a man at variance against
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against
her mother in law: 10:36 and a man's foes shall be they of his own household.
10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 10:38 And he that
doth not take his cross and follow after me, is not worthy of me. 10:39 He that
findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.
10:40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him
that sent me.
A peacemaker doesn’t have to always be right or always justify themselves,
but a peacemaker has to have peace with himself. If we are troubled with others,
that indicates we have trouble within ourselves. Having peace with himself
means a peacemaker cannot have agitating drives within. Let’s take agitating
drives to the Lord for He said His peace will garrison our minds. Peace brings
freedom from agitating drives and fear. We cannot live victoriously nor win wars
from agitation because it is the God of Peace who will crush Satan. Peace with
God is first and then with self and then with others. Jam 3:13 Who is there
among you who is wise and intelligent? Then let him by his noble living show
forth his works with the humility of true wisdom. 3:14 But if you have bitter jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry, selfish ambition) in your hearts, do not pride
yourselves on it and thus be in defiance of and false to the Truth. 3:15 This wisdom is not such as comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual (animal),
even devilish (demoniacal). 3:16 For wherever there is jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry and selfish ambition), there will also be confusion (unrest, disharmony, rebellion) and all sorts of evil and vile practices. 3:17 But the wisdom from
above is first of all pure (undefiled); then it is peace-loving, courteous and yields
to reason, full of compassion and good fruits; it is wholehearted and straightforward, impartial and unfeigned (free from doubts, wavering, and insincerity).
We can have a harvest of righteousness as peacemakers. Jam 3:18 And the
harvest of righteousness (of conformity to God's will in thought and deed) is sown
in peace by those who work for and make peace. Let your peace come upon the
house that is receptive.
(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis. He is the lead teacher at
the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To
contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on
the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000; Email: wolluf@consolidated.net)

SEEC Magazine

13

April/May 2017

First, I would like to warn you of the graphic nature of this article. It
may cause unpleasant pictures in your head while reading. So, read at
your own risk!
What has the beginning of this year been about? We are in a Drawing
Salve season. The reason drawing salve works is that it softens the skin
around the splinter, or whatever else is in there, and this then enables the
body to more easily eject the foreign object. This is something that the
body does naturally anyway, but by moisturizing the area and using antiinflammatory agents you simply encourage this to work more quickly before the wound closes over it. At the same time it can encourage blood
flow which will also help to create pus and as the pus is ejected from the
body so too will the foreign object. (healthguidance.org)
The reason this year has been so nasty so far is because 2017 is the
year of pus extraction. That stuff has to come out! You don't want infection staying in and causing possible irreversible harm to the whole
body. It must be drawn out and extracted. The following is a list of items
(“pus”) being extracted that are kicking and screaming on their way out.
GOVERNMENT LEADERS with dark roots: Traitors, Tyrants, Secret
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Societies, Slave Masters. Those which have held manipulative sway in
the high courts of this land have been targeted by the King Himself. WITCHES are being brought to the light so their tentacles will be
cut off of this nation and THE CHURCH. SOCIETY'S BANDAIDS:
“anything goes” because I’m a victim. That bandage is being publicly
ripped off. RELIGIOUS IDEALS: man-made, manipulative ideology that
has held influence in the man-made “high positions” of the church are
being exposed.
In the midst of all of this “pus extraction“ I saw a picture of people stuck-inplace covered in hardened lava. All of a sudden beams of light started piercing
through the rock from the inside out. And I heard, "Arise [from spiritual
depression to a new life], shine [be radiant with the glory and brilliance of the
Lord]; for your light has come, And the glory and brilliance of the Lord has risen
upon you. For in fact, darkness will cover the earth And deep darkness will cover
the peoples; But the Lord will rise upon you [Jerusalem] And His glory and
brilliance will be seen on you." (Isaiah 60:1-2, AMP) This year of extraction also
includes our being extracted from captivity with all the bells and whistles God
installed!
Here is a bit of strategy. At the beginning of the year the Lord told me to
take this year week by week. That has been an absolute life saver. There have
been several weeks that have ended on a rough note, but the Holy Spirit reminds
me of the instruction and it brings hope because I don't know what God has
planned for next week. Next week does not have to look like this week, and
won't. Two days after hearing the “week by week“ strategy I heard the Lord say,
"You are tiptoeing into something big". Tiptoeing? What an interesting word
choice. It simply means stealth/cautious. So, we have to take this year week by
week because we are tiptoeing into position! The Lord is carefully putting us into
a place He created us to fill. This is the year of placement and revealing.
A bit more strategy. In 2017 we will realize we have massive amounts of
help from a God-created angelic company. It's time to be aware that God has
created an angelic army doing His will on this earth right now. It's time we
realized we are intended to network with them because they know our destiny
and it is their job to help us get there. Just like Elisha's servant in 2 Kings 6, it is
time for our eyes to be opened to this partnership God intended.
At the end of 2017 we will look back in amazement at what He has done and
where we are. So, go ahead and ANTICIPATE the inevitable, supernatural
intervention of God!
(Melissa‘s message from Kingdom Congress 2017 is now available on CD. 7.00 + 1.00
shipping/handling. The entire set of CDs plus a bonus worship CD is 25.00 + 3.00 s/h.)
Melissa now has a YouTube Channel with all her videos including the
findingthegoodin2017 videos. You can go to YouTube and type in Melissa Gabler in the
search box or use this link: www.youtube.com/channel/UCAloWbWCfBdVSB4ilZCEOXQ
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Who in their right mind uses an automobile tire as their subject? But
the deeper we go I pray that pastors, and leaders will absorb the truth as
the Holy Spirit gave it to me. To be a leader of men and women, we must
first obey Him who has our steering wheel. Imagine Him turning and we
are resisting and not willing. First, let’s say that the church is a “vehicle”
that is on the move going somewhere, and the Holy Spirit is the driver.
I’ve been told by several truckers who drive for a living that the “steering
rubber”, the front tires, are the most important tires on the vehicle. They
represent, if you please for illustration purpose, those that are “out front”
leading where the vehicle goes. If you are a leader, you never stop following the Holy Spirit. On this vehicle also are two tires on the back—
and we’ll refer to them as “followers” or those in line or in training to take
over just in case there is a replacement needed. But there is another tire,
nestled in the truck that is for emergency use, a 5th tire, not on the ground,
but along for the ride and it is in training as well. It needs to be checked
regularly for proper inflation, etc. But this person must be ready at a moment’s notice to step up “just in case” (We’ll refer to this one later). Now
let us get to the heart of leadership focusing on the qualifications of all the
tires on this vehicle.
Number One: The two front tires are those picked by the Holy Spirit
to lead. I understand that in most churches you only have one leader. But
for sake of this vehicle, we have two in agreement going in the same di-
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rection. The very first thing we do when we purchase a new set of tires is
you balance them. Yes! If for any reason these tires (leaders) are not
balanced, doctrinally or scripturally, we have a problem. Let’s say that
one is and one isn’t, there will not be unity. Balancing your tires will
keep them from wobbling or causing them to vibrate, bringing some doubt
to the safety of the passengers which is usually transferred to the “whole”
vehicle through the steering mechanism. Their “influence imbalance” is
felt in the whole vehicle equally if it’s negative! In most cases, this imbalance increases with speed and they can’t maintain proper traction. The
danger is pre-mature wear. We dwell mostly on the front tires because
they are the ones that get all the attention. They must be in great shape if
we are to reach our destination safely. Even if you do not consider yourself in leadership you are still a follower and everyone is still in the same
vehicle, but don’t sell yourself too short yet. The second thing, we must
check on the tire to see if it has proper inflation; under inflation and over
inflation are also dangerous.
I think of the verse in Rom. 12:3. “Not to think of one-self more
highly than he ought to think.” An overinflated person or tire (I think
you’re tracking with me now) has less contact with the road, hence less
grip on the road to respond to maneuvers from the driver. An overinflated
person in leadership is dangerous. I Cor. 10:12 (A person of pride) “...let
him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” If angels fell, what might
happen to man? An overinflated person is usually not as sensitive to the
one steering, can’t “sense” the owners directives and certainly nonsensitive to his flock.
Let’s turn our attention to the underinflated tire (leader). Sometimes
we have those in leadership who possess “false humility” or in some
cases, just don’t love themselves as much as they ought. They are constantly looking for praise and try to be people-pleasers. If man’s praise
will unduly inflate you, then criticism of man will devastate you. We
must live for the praises of God, not the praise of men. It’s been said,
“When people pleasers die, they see the life of someone else flash before
their eyes.” If that be the case, how in the world can we love others as we
love ourselves? My question is how did that person get in leadership in
the first place? Trust me, there are people who want to be leaders who
have not come to grips with loving themselves enough to truly see themselves as Christ sees them. The danger for the under inflated tire is too
much rubber on the road which can cause the tire to heat up and be in danger of a blowout. Too much stress and “heat” in our lives can cause failure in our walk with Christ.
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Quoting the tire manual: “Under inflation is the leading cause of tire
failure. It is the main cause of increased friction causing the tire to overheat, which leads to premature wear, tread separation and blowout.” The
Lord knows we don’t need “friction” in leaders, which causes them to fail
in reaching their destination. This to me is someone not confident of his/
her calling or gifts or that “never thinks he/she is making a difference.”
They lack the confidence of the task before them.
Another danger in tires is “toe in” or “toe out.” You’ve seen a pigeon-toed person, how when they walk both feet point inward. Their
shoes show the excessive wear because of it. Meaning one might be
“pulling” to the right while the other is “pulling to the left.” Imagine trying to move a church along and one faction is “pulling to the left” while
the other is “pulling to the right.” That church or family is headed to a
major breach. We must get our tires (leaders) in alignment, agreement
and going in the same direction. “Under inflation”, “over inflation” and
“toe in/toe out” are all culprits for increased wear and tear and will surely
shorten the life of the tire and defeat it’s original design. Listen leaders,
we’ve heard of burnout because of opposition, trials, etc. Make sure if
you have anointed someone for the position of leadership that they are
equipped, tested, and truly balanced in their service. The best leaders
have first been great followers.
Let’s turn our attention to those two back tires (followers), mentored
by leaders who are in closest proximity and relationship with those in
leadership. As they follow, they see and hear what is done and said by
leaders and sometimes they can’t wait for their opportunity to be rotated
toward the front position to replace the former leader. (Heb. 13:17 AMP)
“Obey your [spiritual] leaders and submit to them [recognizing their authority over you], for they are keeping watch over your souls and continually guarding your spiritual welfare as those who will give an account [of
their stewardship of you]. Let them do this with joy and not with grief and
groans, for this would be of no benefit to you.”
So let’s assume the worst has happened. Because of weak oversight
or poor maintenance, one of the tires suffers a blowout or a breach. Oh,
no, I never thought this would happen! So the driver gets out from behind
the steering wheel. He proceeds to retrieve the jack and tools to replace
the flat tire. On his way toward the back you can hear the followers, the
future leaders on the back tires, yelling, “Pick me! Pick me!” But as he
continues to the trunk, there is a ready, fully inflated, balanced learner
who while riding in the trunk overheard all the negative things the two
followers were saying about those leading up front. Now the owner takes
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the spare and rolls it into position past the two tires (followers), but although they stayed in their positions they were not supportive of their
leaders running them down at every turn. Hence, they had not yet learned
the basics for a leader. Were you a “spare” at one time waiting your turn,
ready in season to be moved up, promoted at a moment’s notice and inserted into service during a difficult time in a spiritual congregation or
organization? You might say realistically, I prepared myself but never
thought it would be this soon. Child of God, it is God who promotes
whether you are a teacher, assistant pastor or a leader on any level. No
matter what level, learn to pray for your leadership. They need the prayer
and you need the practice.
About 7-8 years ago, in my original delivery of this message, I spoke
also on the importance of the vehicle (the church) having its front end in
alignment. If it is not in alignment, it can put a lot of undue wear on it’s
leader. Time and space does not permit other details. Years ago, I was
teaching this very same theme on the tire. I had one of the men take a
spare tire out of his trunk and when I had taken the pulpit, I gave a signal
to roll the tire to the front and lean it on the pulpit. Needless to say, I had
their attention. The Spirit of God pointed out a man in the audience to
me. The actual word to him was, “God is putting you on a fast track.”
And I said, “Get ready, the Lord is going to accelerate your ministry and
calling to promote you.” He was the same tire. In just weeks or months,
he became pastor of that church. He thought he would never be in that
position. His heart began to consider the word of the prophet which prepared him for the sudden rise in position. God will pass over many to find
one faithful believer who is prepared for service. (1 Peter 5:5-6 Msg)
“And you who are younger must follow your leaders. But all of you, leaders and followers alike, are to be down to earth with each other, for—God
has had it with the proud, But takes delight in just plain people. So be
content with who you are, and don’t put on airs. God’s strong hand is on
you; he’ll promote you at the right time.”
(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com.
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.)
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As I sit here in Belize thinking about what I have seen and experienced in the last 10 days, I am blown away at how the Gospel of Jesus
Christ simply preached to people can be so effectual and impacting. Ten
straight nights of healing crusades, along with praying for the sick on the
streets of the towns or villages, pastors meetings, and impartation to leadership. We were living out of suitcases, and after a couple or three days
were off to the next location. I began to get the feeling of a carnival
worker. Our locations where not ideal and the sound system was subpar
by any American standard. There was no air conditioning, stage lighting,
mood enhancing stimuli that would emphasize our need for comfort to
receive anything from God. It was raw, gritty, mosquito ridden, hot, and
sweaty, yet hunger and desperation for God filled the basketball courts
and parking lots we were at. We were translating in three languages, did
worship in four languages, and the interpreters were not always in sync
with the concepts we were trying to get across. Our western analogies
and jokes many times fell flat as they did not make it through the translation, but God, in His way, is able to communicate the best part of His
message…love.
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believes, to the Jew first and also the Gentile” (Rom 1:16). The Gospel is the good, glad tidings that causes our hearts to
jump and leap with joy. It is such good news that we cannot hold back our emotions and feelings of jubilation. If the message of the Gospel is so full of righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost, and life; should not our presentation be
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worthy of so great a truth? It is the simplicity of following Jesus as He modeled
for us what to do in our everyday life. Sometimes, in our quest to find the next,
the new, the deeper, or the better, we forget about the simple presentation of the
gospel releases power to save, heal, and deliver. All week while we were ministering, we heard a simple gospel presentation of “How God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and
healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him” (Acts 10:38).
We heard how “Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil” and that sickness is
not of God, but part of the curse. We heard that Jesus loves to heal people and is
not only capable, but willing to demonstrate this ability. The next moment, the
power of God was released and people began to get healed and delivered.
We saw so many people healed of back pain, neck pain, knee pain, or just
pain in general. A person might not be able to move his leg or arm, and now was
able to move that limb without any pain. Some would say, they were 50% better
or only 10%, so we would pray again until it was fully restored and, more times
than not, complete healing came. In a town called Orange Walk, one man came
with a scar across the top of his head, down the side of his face, and down his
neck. A large metal beam had fallen and struck him. He was suffering from constant pain and was unable to move his neck. We began to pray and the pain in his
head and neck left him. He began to move his head from side to side and said
that he had no more pain.
In San Ignacio, out in a park, a lady with a torn cornea said she couldn't see
and had to go to the states for a surgery she couldn't get in Belize. We prayed
and she began to say, “I can see, I can see!” as she eagerly looked around. I
asked, “Can you see colors?” She answered, “Yes, her dress is red and your hair
is gray.”
In Dangriga, we were praying for a woman's daughter who lived in Honduras. She said she had balance problems and would fall a lot. As we prayed, I got
a word of knowledge about the inner ear. I was thinking that might be the cause
of the balance issues. I asked her if she or her daughter had any problems with
her ears. She said, “No”, then her friend standing next to her said, “The ear problem is not her, it’s me”. After we prayed for her, she asked if we would stay until
she brought her husband and son over. Her son was having severe pain in his
ears even that night. I put my hands over his ears, commanded the pain to go in
the name of Jesus, and a surprised look came over his face. Perplexed, stunned,
bewildered would be the best way to describe what I saw. He looked at me, then
his mom, at me, then his mom. I asked if he had any more pain and he said, “No,
it's all gone, gloria a Dios, gloria a Dios!”
In Punta Gorda, a man came to me and said, “During the music my ear
opened. I couldn't hear out of it, but it is opening.” I asked if it was 100%, he
said no, about 50%. We prayed again and then asked again, “How about now?”
He answered, “I can hear everything!”
We saw a lot of inner healing. A young lady came to me totally guilt ridden
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for having an abortion. Hating herself she asked if God would forgive her and
the answer is, “YES!” To watch Jesus in his infinite love lift the burden of guilt
and shame off of this young lady was absolutely breath taking. Her whole countenance and body displayed the removing of the bondage that condemnation had
brought. He is indeed the “lifter of our head.” My high school trigonometry
teacher would always say, “When things get confusing, simplify to what you
know and proceed from there.” In a world of protests, boycotts, offenses, negativity, and polarization remember the basics: The simple Gospel truth is: when
you talk about Jesus, power is released, and peoples’ lives are changed forever.
Keep it simple.
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace International Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor,
teacher, counselor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on
courtship and marriage. He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth
Camp. His email is: PJoeB87@gmail.com * Website: www.graceic.org * Services at Grace
are livestreamed each week. Just go to website and click on the Grace TV Tab on the
right side of the home page.)

Delegated Authority Is the Foundation
I would like for us to consider the kingdom of God in the Holy Spirit,
and I want to look at Romans 14:17, where the apostle Paul said to the
church in Rome, "For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit." I want
to tell you that the kingdom of God is in the Holy Ghost, in the Holy
Spirit and, in this discussion, I want to introduce to you the concept of
delegated authority as the foundation of the kingdom of God.
When Jesus died and was resurrected, He told His disciples in
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Matthew 28:18, "...All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, even to the very end of the age." Now, in doing that or in
making this declaration, Jesus declared the foundations of His kingdom.
He said, "All authority in heaven and on Earth has been given to Me."
That, if you like, is the constitution of the kingdom. It is the authority
upon which the kingdom of Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God, has been
constituted in this world.
At another time I have dealt with the fact that the kingdom of God is
the eternal operating in time. Now we want to move a little out of the
eternal and more into time and to consider the issue of authority and,
specifically, the authority by which the kingdom of God has been
established. And I want to focus, now, upon the delegated authority of the
Holy Spirit.
The American Model
Now, as American citizens, we have something of an understanding
of how our Constitution came to be, and here I'm not speaking so much
about the historical circumstances of the creation of the Constitution. I'm
rather talking about the source from which the authority to govern
emanates. When the founding fathers discussed this question, in their
minds, they were operating against other models of governance. For
example, they were considering the monarchical form of government
typical to European monarchies from which many of them either had
come themselves or their mothers and fathers had recently come from
these monarchical systems.
The history of America is about how people fled - the initial settlers
from Europe fled religious persecution that represented the amalgam of
the State and the Church in one religious force. For example, many of
those who came from England were fleeing from the Church of England
which was a creation of Henry VIII of England. Of course, it had been
emphasized now, by the time they left, through Elizabeth I and through
James I. So when they fled Europe, they were not just fleeing a religious
system. They were also fleeing a form of government that was used to
give power and might to a religious system because the monarchy and the
church had merged into one.
This was not a new development, I might add, in Europe. It actually
began in the 700's when the Pope at the time crowned the Frankish
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German Emperor, Charlemagne, as the Emperor of the Holy Roman
Empire and called him "The Holy Roman Emperor." So from that point
on, there had been an internecine relationship between the Church and the
State but it blossomed into its odious dimensions, at least from the point
of view of the Pilgrims, in that particular historical time.
So when the founding fathers were debating the question of the
constitution of power, they saw that European monarchical systems were
unacceptable as a basis of the constitution of political power in this new
nation because they were resisting the oppression that came from the
relationship between government and the Church, where the government
served to enforce the decrees of the Church. In casting about for an
alternative system, they resorted to a pre-monarchical system, into a
system that was common in the days of the ancient Greeks, some three
hundred years before the birth of Christ. They seized upon a form of
government which is called "democracy," which in and of itself, is a
Greek word. And it was derived from a concept of government in which
the people participated in the government so that the source of the
authority to govern was derived not from a monarchy but from, if you
like, the consent of the governed, the Greek assembly of free citizens.
That is why the term, "democracy," is a Greek concept. I know that we
have made it a religious concept today, and we think democracy is God's
system but, in fact, it is not. It is a Greek system of government.
Jesus announced a different system but before we get to that, I want to
develop this concept a little bit more. The founding fathers seized upon
the idea that those who were represented in government were the basis
from which the power to govern flowed. So that is why our form of
government is called "democracy." It exists at the behest or by permission
of those who are governed, by the consent of the governed, if you like.
In this form of government, it is believed that the largest bundle of
rights resides with the individual. So that in our system of government,
the presumption is if there is not a specific law prohibiting a certain type
of conduct, you are presumed to not have given up that right to
government but you are presumed to have retained that right. Now I
realize that the theory and the reality might be on a collision course, but
it's not, I don't want to make those kinds of fine and political distinctions.
Sufficient to say, that we understand democracy to be the consent of the
governed, recognizing that the source of the authority to form government
resides with the people. It is the reason that the people have reserved the
right to choose elected officials at periodical intervals, so that every four
years a new President is elected, every six years members of the Senate,
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and so on because the people are the authority to govern.
The Kingdom Model
In the kingdom of God, it is not so. Jesus declared, "All authority in heaven
and on Earth has been given to Me." (Mt. 28:18) In this declaration, Jesus lays
claim to plenary authority in heaven and on Earth, that is, He lays claim to all
authority, a total and complete grant of authority from the Father to the Son. And
this is what is meant by "all authority in heaven and on Earth."
It is the obvious presumption that Jesus recognizes no other authority. If one
has all authority, then it means there is no authority left for anyone else. Does that
mean that there's no authority in the church? Does that mean there's no authority
to form governments and the like? The answer is: "No, there is authority; but it is
not plenary authority." It is not original authority. It is all delegated authority. It
means that the authority does not stem from the context in which government
operates. It means the authority stems from the one who has authority.
So in the kingdom of God, there is no inherent authority in the church. In the
kingdom of God, all authority is in Christ. Every form of authority that is inherent
- that means, "in the thing itself" - is in Christ. The only authority in the kingdom
is in Christ, that is inherent authority stemming from the complete - I use the term
"plenary" - authority that exists in the Lord Jesus Christ. Every other form of
authority in the church stems from that original grant of authority. Therefore,
every other form of authority is delegated authority.
How does the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, then, come to be delegated
down into the church? Well, the answer is: Through the delegate. Through the
one that Jesus appointed as His sole and absolute delegate. There is no other
delegation of authority, no other line of delegated authority. The complete
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ resides, in total, in His delegate. I want to make
that abundantly clear. The authority for the establishment of the kingdom of God
upon the Earth resides altogether in the delegate of the Lord Jesus Christ. And
the question is: "Who is that delegate?"
In John 16:12, Jesus says, "I have much more to say to you, more than you
can now bear. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all
truth." Now I want you to pay particular attention to the next sentence and the
phrasing of it. Jesus says, "He..." (the Comforter, the Holy Spirit) "...will not
speak on His own..." (Why? Because the authority by which He speaks is not
His own authority. He is representing another. "He will not speak on His own; He
will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come." Now,
going on to verse 14, it says, "He will bring glory to Me by taking from what is
Mine and making it known to you." The question is: "What is the Lord's, what is
the thing to which He is referring?" Verse 15 says, "All that belongs to the Father
is Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is Mine and make it
known to you."
"All that the Father has belongs to Me." Jesus had said in Matthew 28:18
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and following: "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me."
Well, who had all authority in heaven and on Earth to give it to Him? Quite
obviously, the Father, who gave Him all authority, who created all these things
for, for His own pleasure and for His own interest, for His own purposes. The
Father had all authority by virtue of being the Father. And the Father, then, upon
the completion of Jesus' sacrifice, exalted Him and gave Him a name that is
above every name so that at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, and every
tongue shall confess that He is Lord to the glory of the Father, the one who gave
Him all authority. "And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross! Therefore God
exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father." - Phil. 2:8-11
So in this original grant of authority from the Father to the Son, Jesus
declares concerning it, "Whatever the Father has, all that the Father has is Mine."
Then He says, "I will, the Holy Spirit I am sending to you, and He will take from
what is Mine and make it known unto you." That is why the Holy Spirit does not
act on His own. Moreover, the Holy Spirit represents the exclusive and absolute
delegation of the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. We preach the Gospel today
by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, the very kingdom of God is
established pursuant to the work, the power of the Lord Jesus Christ and the work
of the Holy Spirit. So in this complete delegation of authority to the Holy Spirit,
Jesus then gives to the Holy Spirit the right to establish His kingdom.
The Kingdom Is in the Spirit
That is why, then, in the earlier reading from the book of Romans 14, verse
17, we began by saying the kingdom of God is not food or drink. The kingdom of
God is not about the material realm. It is righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Spirit because, in His exclusive delegation, the Holy Spirit is the only one
empowered to bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Now, at another time, we will talk about how the Holy Spirit distributes the
authority of Jesus Christ in the Earth, but for now I want to be clear and I want to
make the point with great sufficiency that the Holy Spirit is the absolute, and
sole, and only, and total delegation of the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. I
believe that Jesus is so serious about the work of the Holy Spirit that that is the
reason He says that no sin against the Holy Spirit or the sin against the Holy
Spirit will never be tolerated, not in this life nor the coming ages.
The reason for this is not because, as some have suggested, the Holy Spirit is
somehow a sort of a female member of the Godhead and so the Father and the
Son are somewhat watching over the Holy Spirit as a man would a woman so that
the Holy Spirit is not abused. I think that's nonsense.
I do believe that the reason that the Holy Spirit, that Jesus will not permit an
abuse of the Holy Spirit in any fashion at all - I believe the reason has to do with
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delegated authority. It works something like this. If the President of the United
States sends an ambassador to a foreign country, and the government of that
country summarily executes that ambassador, what would be the obligation of the
United States government? I would suggest to you that it would be one of
absolute reprisal because the failure to do that would be to say that there is no
authority in the government - that we do not mean what we say. Therein, lies the
reason, I believe, why Jesus will not permit an abuse of the Holy Spirit because if
He does, it means that Jesus has abandoned His own authority.
I understand this concept in a little more down-to-earth way. I travel and
minister in different cities and at times, of course, as I do, I have to be away from
home. This is one of the drawbacks of the type of work I do. I have a wife - her
name is Lucy. I have two children - their names are Tamarind, she's sixteen, and
Nicholas, he's twelve. I would much rather be home with them than I would be
anywhere, doing anything - but the calling that the Lord has for me requires that I
travel, and so I do. I have not abandoned my right and my duty to raise my
children, especially as it relates to their ongoing care and their discipline. But
because I'm not always there to give what is required at the moment, I find myself
having to delegate some of this authority to my wife.
If my children violate this delegation of authority, I am obligated to enforce
the decisions of my wife. I gave her the authority, and with it, I gave her the
responsibility. If she did not have the authority, then arguably, she ought not to
have the responsibility. Anyone who has responsibility without authority is in an
untenable situation, so I give her both the responsibility and the requisite
authority. When she makes a decision, I have no discretion but to absolutely
honor her authority - honor the decision that she made pursuant to the grant of
authority that I gave her. If I refuse to do that, then I have declared that I have no
authority and my household has been confined to anarchy. Every decision that
my wife makes pursuant to this authority, I am obligated to honor, whether or not
I disagree with her.
If I disagree, I will let her know privately my disagreement and I will let her
know what my thoughts would be concerning how she might have handled it
otherwise. But I will never publicly disagree with her before our children because
I understand the requirements of delegated authority. It is not that she doesn't
have authority if I don't honor her, her decisions. That's not it. It is that I do not
have authority if I refuse to honor the delegations of my own authority. I trust that
you understand that point because in this lies the very essence of understanding
the power of the Holy Spirit.
We hear people all the time talking about how they have a relationship with
Jesus, but the Holy Spirit is optional. We have churches everywhere that believe
that the Holy Spirit is okay - the Holy Spirit is optional. You could choose if you
include the Holy Spirit or not. And you could choose the way and the means by
which you do this - but yet, you can still sing about your love for Jesus and His
love for you. To me, it's not a matter of love. Jesus loves us this we know, as the
old song says. But this is not about the love of God. This is about the authority of
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Christ, and this is the foundation of the kingdom of God. The authority of the
Lord Jesus Christ has been exclusively delegated to the Holy Spirit. And
therefore the Holy Spirit is not optional in the church. Jesus will not recognize a
relationship with you and empower anything that you do if you undertake to do it
apart from the work of the Holy Spirit.
Now how we could have fallen into this dilemma is strange to me. I can only
say that I can offer, perhaps as an explanation: democracy. We believe that the
kingdom of God is not really an autocratic rule. Rather we believe that the
kingdom of God is discretionary, that is, that we, the governed, can consent to
how God should lead us. I want to say to you as kindly as I can - as gently as I
can, but as firmly as I can - that the rule of Jesus Christ, in no way, depends upon
you. We are not free to choose if we - we're not free to choose what we believe.
That entire matter has already been determined, for the truth is never contingent
upon us.
We're only free to choose whether or not we believe the truth. Let me say
that again. We are not free to choose what we believe. We're only free to choose
whether or not we believe because the entire question of what we believe is
preempted because Jesus has all authority and He has delegated that authority to
the Holy Spirit. I'm sorry to say, to inform you that the kingdom of God does not
operate on "Robert's Rules of Order." The kingdom of God does not operate on
parliamentary procedures. The kingdom of God is not governed by men whose
qualifications are their business acumen. The kingdom of God is governed by the
Holy Spirit; and in future programs, we'll talk about the delegations of the
authority of the Holy Spirit to men.
But to summarize, I want to say now, Jesus established His kingdom, not
upon the consent of the governed but upon the plenary or complete authority He
received from the Father. That authority is total and complete in heaven and on
Earth. Jesus, therefore, elected His own delegation of this authority and that
delegate is the sole and absolute delegate - and He is the Holy Spirit. He's called
the Spirit of Truth, and His purpose is to guide our minds into all that is true.
Therefore, "the kingdom of God is not a matter of food or drink. The
kingdom of God is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit." (Rom.
14:17)
[Tape C-950624-KS2 A, "Kingdom Authority," The Kingdom of God, A Series,
© 1995 Sam Soleyn. Sam has brought the message of the Kingdom of God
through radio, television and conferences throughout the United States and has
traveled to many foreign countries to speak to the leaders and groups in the Body
of Christ. Sam understands that his calling is to bring order to the Body of Christ
and to demonstrate the power of Christ in support of the message of the Kingdom. Watch Sam’s videos on YouTube. Website: www.soleyn.org ]
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I usually ask the Lord at the beginning of each month what the month
is for. I believe the Lord impressed to me that April is for seeing. It is the
month for (1) seeing the direction of the Lord for our lives and our nation.
It is for (2) seeing things that are tending toward harm and/or interference
(in our families, churches, jobs and nation) so they might be averted. It is
for (3) seeing blessings and advantages that are available to us through the
promises and purposes of God Almighty. It is for (4) seeing strategy and
how to pray for people we are concerned for. The Lord said to Moses, Has
the Lord's hand (His ability and power) become short (thwarted and inadequate)? You shall see now whether My word shall come to pass for
you or not. (Num.11:23, Amp) There is a lot unseen that is yet to be seen
and it shall be seen that the Lord’s hand is not short that it cannot save nor
is His ear deaf that it cannot hear. Some of the wonderful mysteries that
await us in coming days shall be the wonder of seeing how our LORD
shall fulfill His Word, i.e., seeing who and what He will employ to bring
about that which only He can accomplish. What an apropos time for us to
pray Elisha’s prayer for ourselves: 2Ki 6:16 [Elisha] answered, Fear not;
for those with us are more than those with them. 17 Then Elisha prayed,
Lord, I pray You, open his eyes that he may see. And the Lord opened the
young man's eyes, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. (Amp)
Anticipating Something
What are each of us anticipating seeing in coming days? Though we
have often heard it said, it couldn’t help but do us good to say it again, “I
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anticipate the inevitable, supernatural intervention of God”. If faith comes
by hearing, we should stoke the belly of that powerful believing steam
engine with Scripture and upward looking quotations of victorious anticipation. A while back a person was regularly posting updates on Facebook
to report their battle with a particular physical infirmity. Each time they
posted, there was a particular individual who reassured them that they
were praying but they would interject phrases like, “I have heard of that
but I also know that is not good” or “I am praying and I hope that I don’t
hear that it has gotten worse”. Those phrases have built-in anticipation for
the fulfilling of their worst fears. Those negative aspects negate the positive sentiments being so feebly expressed. That person has a certain anticipation: the fulfillment of their fears. Platitudes and simplistic, typical
replies are often an insult to the hearer and what good has it done to release one’s fears into an atmosphere where the sufferer is likely already
tentatively holding on to the last thread of positive consideration?
No Surprises
A great example of scripture that shows us God has already moved in
our tomorrow and what we can anticipate is Ps.77:19. (CEV) You walked
through the water of the mighty sea, but your footprints were never seen.
And The Message version says: You strode right through Ocean, walked
straight through roaring Ocean, but nobody saw you come or go.
God’s footprints were already in the bottom of the Red Sea before
Israel ever left Egypt! An updated comparison might be: before they
walked into 2018, God walked through the Red Sea in 2017. No one saw
His footprints because they were looking at the circumstances with the
considerations of the present age (cf. Rom 12:2). They had stopped considering God’s Word and had started considering the appearance of present circumstances. Most of them were looking back at Egypt wishing
they had never screwed up the courage to walk out; desiring captivity and
limited possibilities rather than trusting a God whose mercies are new
every morning (that is a very strong hint that we should anticipate God).
There are no surprises awaiting God in the remainder of 2017. His footprints are already out there in 2018. We are anticipating a Participating
God who cannot be surprised.
Anticipation Nation
I know that the Bible says that we are a nation of kings and priests but
I believe that, from consideration of the assurances in holy Scripture, we
could also accurately say that we are an Anticipation Nation.
According to scriptural expression, God doesn’t even have to say
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something in order for it to come to pass. What He has merely thought
will come to pass. His very thoughts about tomorrow bring the fulfilling,
logistical elements of tomorrow into manifestation. The Lord of Hosts
hath sworn saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass;
and as I have purposed, so shall it stand: (Isa 14:24). What remains now
is the answer to the question, “Who will embrace God’s Word, thereby,
anticipating and embracing God’s possibilities in tomorrow?”
"Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no
other; {I am} God, and there is no one like me, 10 Declaring the end from
the beginning and from ancient times things which have not been done,
saying, 'My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My
good pleasure'; (Isa 46:9-10, NAS) Jehovah God speaks the end, or completion of a thing, while standing at the beginning. After speaking the end,
Almighty God must begin looking for some folks who will stay the course
so that that particular end may be realized. Someone must stay the course
out of Egypt and must take a stand before the Red Sea without screaming
for and demanding relief so that there can be witness to the fact that this
mighty God truly is a sea-splitter. Most everyone simply desires to read
about a sea-splitting God rather than being the one who was on the course
that He had to split the sea for. There are a lot of people out there who
need to hear from someone who has experienced, first-hand, the undeniable power of the Sea-Splitter but they are only going to hear it from
someone who has stayed the course in spite of weighty and uncomfortable
pressures—someone who has anticipated an end that perhaps no one has
imagined.
Anticipating and Staying the Course
In Psalm 77:19 the Word shows us that although the Israelites did not
notice, the footprints of Jehovah were already in the bottom of the Red
Sea before they crossed. When pressed between heavy weights like Pharaoh’s army and the Red Sea those who truly know who they are (and as a
result of knowing who they are stay the course) will look at that “sea” and
say, “If that sea is in the middle of the course I am required to stay, then I
anticipate my Father’s footprints to be in the bottom of it.” If we believe
what God’s Word says in Ex.16:14-15 and we are hungry while trying to
stay the course, then we should start looking around for food on the
ground or even falling out of the sky (v.13).
The divine plan has been devised, the divine plan has been implemented and
those who determine to stay the course will enjoy the benefits of the divine conclusion. In the face of unyielding, defying and threatening circumstances a trusting Bible-reading son/daughter of God must stand on His report and proclaim, “I
anticipate the inevitable, supernatural intervention of God”.

We have been putting dates on the
Calendar after the magazine goes out.
Please check Marty’s FaceBook page
and martygabler.com for dates.
We also serve on presbyteries,
councils and prayer groups during
the week that we don’t post.
Thank you for your prayers as
we travel.– Marty & Kathy

March 26 * Bellville, TX
Christian Faith Church 10:30am
Pastors Lynn & Linda Burling
Marty & Kathy team ministering
cfcbellville.org
April 9 * Cedar Park, TX
Dickinson House Church 6pm
Info: Don Dickinson
512‐267‐2106
April 16 * Easter Sunday
May you have a blessed
Resurrection Sunday!
April 21‐22 * Crawford, TX
The Bridge Church
For America’s Future
Connecting . Building . Resourcing
Melissa is speaking along with
Dr. Hope Taylor and others
Info: pswillis62@gmail.com

April 28‐29 * Galveston, TX
Ladies Retreat Cornerstone
Brenham
Kathy and Melissa ministering
May 13 * Seguin, TX
New Life Fellowship
Ladies Luncheon
Kathy and Melissa ministering
May 14 * Seguin, TX
New Life Fellowship
Pastors Layne & Pamela Dietz
Marty, Kathy & Melissa

May the Lord grant you peace and the salvation of your home. May the Lord’s Word prosper in you and may you bring forth fruit to His glory.

*Thank you for praying. After each issue is mailed, more dates get added to the calendar. Bless you for praying for us.*
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Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page: martygabler.com
PLEASE PRAY FOR US

Website: seecministries.org
Daily Devotions: martygabler.com
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www.txpraise.com
Listen to Daily Discoveries with
Marty Gabler on 24hr. GodHonoring Internet Radio
The one minute spots are played on
the half hour, e.g. 12:30, 1:30, 2:30
Thanks to Tom Minnick!
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