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Rom 8:23, but we ourselves groan inwardly as we wait for redemption which will reveal our adoption, our manifestation as God’s sons.
Some people misunderstand that “groan” for redemption as a groan to
escape somewhere over the rainbow someday, but we weren’t born here
to live our years yearning to get out of here! We were born to display Father’s glory. According to Romans 5:2, “bringing sons to glory” is a matter of Father leading, influencing, carrying and persuading mature sons,
who bear the likeness of Christ, to do what they were born to do according
to Father’s design and intent. Relationship and having sons is God’s
Original Intent, and bringing sons to glory is priority with our Father. The
process to that priority is in 2 Cor 3:18, as we consider who He is and reflect and pattern after Him as we are changed into the same image from
glory to glory. It is by His Spirit that we are enabled to change and be and
do what we were born to in our lifetime.
We cannot lose sight of the “sonship” priority during the process.
Religions and cultures and philosophies can train people to be good and
do good stuff without being a son, but if you put that kind of regimen
without relationship in a bowl and add a lifetime of effort and consistency
and sacrifice, you will still come up short of the glory of God. If our identity gets attached to our works and then accomplishments become the
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measure of our worth and merit, (instead of righteousness being a gift
from God), we fall short of the glory of God. Bringing sons to glory pivots on the Father-son relationship, not regimen and rules and works.
Let’s get down to some ground–level grit. It is God that brings (leads,
influences, carries, persuades) sons to glory. The sons’ part is to overcome through the process of getting there. Opposition is anything that
contradicts the word, will or character of God in our lives. In John 14:30,
Jesus pointed out one major source of opposition was “the ruler of this
world.” Your adversary, the devil, will oppose you continually. Though
the glory of God may have never been in the forefront of your thinking
before now, it has been number one priority with the devil all along. God
has always intended to bring sons to glory, not cherubs. Father’s design is
this: Father - Sons - Glory. Satan audaciously tried to share God’s glory
and he failed. He has since been on a mission of revenge with full intent
to thwart the glory by taking sons out of Father’s design equation. This
might answer questions you have about experiences where opposition
continued to unexplainable extremes, perhaps to the point of people saying, “the devil must be scared of you!” It is true. The devil is afraid that
you will BE a son of God who does what you were born to DO and
thereby be one of the many sons Father brings to glory.
The reason the Father/son relationship is pivotal is because that relationship provides what every son needs to function effectually in their
lifetime. These function essentials are spelled out in Romans 8, 1) the
strength of identity, 2) the empowerment of affirmation and 3) the protection of boundaries built into relationship. Our adversary knows this and
consistently targets the Father/Son relationship and attempts to make you
feel de-sonned or de-daughtered. Every temptation that the devil threw at
Old Testament Adam in the garden and then at New Testament Adam in
the wilderness was an attempt to sabotage the Father/Son relationship. He
used doubt to knock on the door of their minds and then demanded they
take action to prove him wrong. The doubts were back-handed accusations concerning God’s motive or commitment or planning. The doubts
and accusation were aimed at causing friction and distrust between Father
and son.
Though Satan could not sabotage The Only Begotten Son’s relationship with Father, he obviously hasn’t quit trying to sabotage sons of God.
It gives us an edge to realize that devils are not geniuses nor mind-readers,
but they can smell “wilderness” on us. Sons are most vulnerable to be
devoured when they are in a wilderness condition. We are simply more
easily shaken when we are in a wilderness place of feeling desolation,
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loneliness, abandonment, confusion, oppression and depression. The wilderness is a low place with no way out, a smothering place with no wind
of change or breath of hope stirring. The issues of our own soul usually
drive us into wilderness conditions, but Jesus was led by the Spirit into
His wilderness experience. That indicates some wildernesses are God
plans for the process, but whatever the drive or draw, wilderness times are
part of the process of moving “from glory to glory.” The good news is
that Father intends they work out for our good. As mature sons, we can
be confident that coming to glory means coming to a God outcome, and it
is Father’s will that wildernesses end up positioning and changing us to fit
promise and be equipped for purpose.
I believe the reason Jesus was led into the wilderness was because He
was the prototype for wilderness training. He came there as a son and left
there as a son, and there’s no indication it took a long time in between!
Some keys we can take from His wilderness example will equip us:
1) It is difficult to be led by one thing while dominated by another. So
when you are in wilderness circumstances, don’t allow an orphan spirit or
rebellious spirit to dominate your thinking. Father will always see to it
that sons “are led by the Spirit” out of wildernesses to fulfillment and
glory, but orphans and rebels are not thinking like sons and do not know
how to be led of His Spirit. 2) Don’t allow your identity to come into
question during the process. You don’t question your family bond, and if
anyone else does, don’t answer them. Stand confident that your Father
will not de-son nor de-daughter you, and you must be on guard against
allowing a rebellious or orphan spirit to de-Father you. 3) Don’t be baited
to prove your worth. Don’t even be baited to doubt it. The fact that Jesus
died for you shuts out doubt and question of worth. Many wars are won
at the point that doubt is kicked out. 4) Don’t let the enemy decide the
rules of engagement in the wilderness. That means don’t jump when he
says, “Frog.” In fact, sons don’t talk to snakes, they stomp them. 5) Psa
37:9, Those who wait for the LORD . . . will inherit the land. The word
“wait” here means gather your expectations and twist them together. That
sounds like we should gather our expectations of a God outcome together
and twist them into a strong rope to hold to until we see them come to
pass. The word “land” here is defined as wilderness. We can outlive the
wilderness and own it and profit from it as we move on to the next glory.
The toughest wilderness experience on record for me stretched out
over five years of confusion and anger and ulcers. Before Melissa was
born, I had prayed two specific things, that she would never have asthma
or kidney trouble because both were bloodline issues. By the time she
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was eighteen months old, we were in Texas Children’s Hospital Houston
because she’d had a bronchial asthmatic attack due to a severe kidney infection. After two weeks in two hospitals, we were facing kidney surgery.
Each night after I’d get her to sleep, I’d look out that tenth floor window. There were lights and noises and people filling the city, but I had
never felt so alone. Marty was in Missouri in seminary and for the first
time since I was nine, God was not there for me. I couldn’t figure out
why He had abandoned me. I wanted to scream what David prayed in Psa
83:1, “God be not silent and be not still”, but I just stood there, hurting,
angry and confused.
The day before surgery I sat on the twenty-third floor waiting for
Melissa to come out of nuclear X-ray when a sudden headache hit me between the eyes. I barely got her back to the room in time to throw up my
toenails. I then laid down on the cot by her bed and closed my eyes. I felt
a little hand on my head and heard a little voice say, “Jesus, heal my
momma.” As her hand lifted, the headache left. I should have been grateful but that made me angrier.
My identity was gone because I felt abandoned, orphaned. My selfworth was shattered because there was no backing, no affirmation, no inheritance of healing within reach. I was disappointed enough to be angry
and disregarded boundaries and self-government to be rebellious. Why
follow the rules when you are no longer even in the game? My silent reaction to the sudden relief from the headache was far from grateful. Jaw
locked, I demanded, “Why would You answer her prayer but not mine?”
It took five years for me to hear and acknowledge Father’s response to
my question. “Kathy, Melissa prayed in faith, but you prayed in fear.
You can’t take that fear where you are going. I had to let you confront
and defeat what threatened you.” The thing most important to me was
what God could do but didn’t. The most important thing to Him was His
Original Intent for our lives. If that fear remained, it would cause road
blocks to where both Melissa and I were born to go. Fear would be a contradiction to both our assignments. I was intent upon surviving the experience. Father was intent upon bringing us to glory. If we focus on
self, glory is a problem. If we focus on Father, glory is a certainty.
Our Father’s Original Intent is Relationship with Mature Sons that
reflect the image of Christ as they fulfill their life assignment and thereby
share His Glory in their generation. Please be encouraged. Our faithful
and patient Father will keep working with us and through us until we get
this!

SEEC Magazine

The Synergy of
Intercession, Rev. 4:4

7

Apostolic

June/July 2016

Government

and

Priestly

The twenty-four elders around the throne could speak of the two sets
of twelve referred to in the book, the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve
apostles of the Lamb (Revelation 21: 12, 14). Twelve can represent spiritual government.
These twenty-four elders have crowns on their heads and are clothed
in priestly garments. Here we see the synergy of spiritual government
(crowns) and intercession (garments). Hebrews 3: 1 refers to Christ as the
Apostle and the High Priest. Here we also see the joining of the governmental and intercessional. Regrettably, a number today do not embrace
apostolic ministry in the Church. They embrace intercession, but not government. Obviously there is no synergy unless both are received. Revelation 5: 10 documents this same truth. The Church must receive its kingly
calling and its priestly calling, government and intercession!
The Synergy of Covenant, Rev. 4:3
The rainbow overarching the throne in heaven testifies to the Noahic
Covenant. God called Noah and his family into a relationship with Him
and through their covenant, the earth was rebuilt after the flood. Synergy
with God is personal and relational. That is true within the Godhead and it
is true between God and His people!
It would be good here to observe the synergy of judgment and mercy
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that was expressed in Noah's day. The bow in the sky was first a war-bow
and then became a rainbow (Genesis 9: 13). The Hebrew word is qesheth,
literally, an archer's bow. God carne in judgment in the war-bow, and then
He revealed His mercy as the war-bow was changed into the rainbow! We
need to remember in our day that judgment and mercy are connected and
that mercy can triumph over judgment! Our worship and intercession need
to embrace this synergy.
The Synergy of Creation and Redemption, Rev. 4:5
"Lightning and thunder" is primarily "creation" language. The "seven
lamps of fire" is primarily "redemption" language. The Lord's purpose is
not only redeeming individuals; it includes the restoration of the created
order.
The Psalmist had this in mind when he wrote, "Thy lovingkindness, 0
Lord, extends to the heavens, Thy faithfulness reaches to the skies. Thy
righteousness is like the mountains of God; Thy judgments are like a great
deep" (Psalm 36:5-6).
Lovingkindness, faithfulness, righteousness, and judgment are covenantal terms that relate to redemption. The heavens, the skies, the mountains, and the depth of the sea refer to the created order. Redemption and
Creation synergize in the eternal purposes of our God!
In Romans 8, Paul declares that the created order groans for the manifestation and maturation of the sons of God, i.e., the Church. In this passage we see the creation groaning (verse 22), the Church groaning (verse
23), and the Holy Spirit groaning (verse 26). This three-fold synergy of
groaning will bring forth the purposes of God for all creation!
At this point I must note that thunder and lightning remind us of the
ministries of Moses and Elijah. They both met God on Mt. Sinai, which
shook with the power of God. Both Moses and Elijah were powerful, prophetic intercessors!
The seven lamps of fire which bum before the throne refer to the Holy
Spirit of God in the seven dimensions of His being (Isaiah 11 :2). The seven spirits also connect with the seven churches addressed in the Book of
Revelation (1:4, 11). Furthermore, these churches in the area of Asia Minor (modem day Turkey) would testify to the synergy of the Body of
Christ in a region.
The Synergy of the Four Living Creatures, Rev. 4:6, 7
These heavenly beings referred to in Ezekiel 1 provide a double witness in the court of heaven for the release of heaven's responses to the
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worship and intercession of the Church on earth. Major judicial verdicts
need to be established by at least two witnesses (Deuteronomy 17:6).
The Church in its worship and intercession legislates and adjudicates
in the heavenlies. These decisions and verdicts are then released in the
earth. Additionally, I see these four living creatures representing in heaven the four comers of the earth, the north, south, east, and west. There
must be a release of divine synergy between the throne in heaven and the
Church on the earth for global transformation to take place.
These four have also been looked upon by a number of Bible teachers
through the years as representing the four Gospels in the New Testament:
The lion corresponds to the Book of Matthew, which emphasizes Jesus as
a descendant of Judah and David.
The calf corresponds to the Book of Mark, which emphasizes Jesus as the
sacrifice for sin.
The man corresponds to the Book of Luke, where the humanity of Christ
is emphasized.
The eagle corresponds to the Book of John, where emphasis is on the deity of Christ, the One sent from the Father in heaven.
The Synergy of the Lamb and the Lion, Rev. 5:4-6
As Lamb, Jesus forms the Church as a priesthood. The shedding of
His blood at the Cross released His priestly ministry (Hebrews 9:14). As
Lamb on the throne, He is releasing His Church into the ministry of intercession.
As Lion, He is making His Church a kingdom. He is the Lion of Judah. Judah was the son of Jacob who was promised the scepter of authority (Genesis 49:10). Jesus, the Lion, is still reigning and still roaring!
A while back, my wife, Jean, was at the zoo with some of our grandchildren. When they entered the front gate, they heard a loud roar. They
did not know what it was until they later saw the lion, who then roared
again. Jean said the sound was so cavernous, reverberating throughout the
zoo, that she was almost overcome!
When our Lion-King roars from heaven and through His Church, may all
be overcome!
The Synergy of Worship and Intercession, Rev. 5:8, 9
In the last few years we have seen the release of understanding about
the harp and the bowls. The elders in heaven each have a harp and toge-
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ther they are singing a new song to the Lord. Musical, vocal, and instrumental worship are released continuingly in heaven.
Revelation 8:3-5
bowls in heaven:

gives

us

more

understanding

about

the

"And another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden
censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might add it to the
prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up
before God out of the angel's hand. And the angel took the censer; and he
filled it with the fire of the altar and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake. s s
This angel could be the Lord, Himself, as the Angel of the Lord. At
any rate, the message is the same: when the saints pray, their prayers rise
to the Lord like incense. When the angel mixes the incense of the prayers
of the saints already in heaven, with the prayers of the saints on earth, and
the bowls become full, they are tipped over by the angel at the altar, releasing dramatic displays on the earth, as in storms and earthquakes. At this
point, intercession has become intervention!
The challenge in this prophetic picture is: don't stop sending your incense up; don't stop praying, because it could be your prayer that tips the
bowls over! Hallelujah! When the Church on earth prays synergistically
with saints in heaven, miraculous answers to prayer and divine interventions are inevitable!
The Synergy of Ethnicity, Rev. 7:9-10
What a scene! A multitude that no one could count, from every ethnic
group, tribal group, people group, and language group clothed in white
robes, shouting to God and the Lamb! That is diversity and synergy on a
scale that angels had never witnessed. No wonder that provoked the twenty-four elders, the four living creatures, and all the angels to jump in and
join the awesome, multinational corporate worship! (Revelation 7:11-12).
From the four comers of the earth have come these four to worship:
nations, tribes, peoples and tongues.
The word for nations (Gentiles) in the Greek New Testament is ethnos. It is referred to by Jesus in the Great Commission (Matthew 28: 19).
Every nation on earth is to be baptized and discipled! Another important
Greek word is laos (I Peter 2:9). It refers to the people of God. Every ethnos is to become His laos! Revelation 7:9 shouts, The Great Commission
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is fulfilled!
The Church on earth must model this heavenly, multiethnic worship!
We need to model unity in our diversity. This kind of worship will attract
the angels and heavenly beings to join us in a cosmic symphony of synergy!
The Synergy of Apostles and Prophets, Rev. 18:20
The ministries of apostles and prophets is foundational to God's
Church in government, vision, and doctrine (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 2:20).
They experience fulfillment when they see the house of the Lord built in
the earth!
Here we see the saints, apostles, and prophets rejoicing when something is falling down! As Babylon falls, the apostles and prophets, along
with the saints in heaven and earth, rejoice over the judgment of God
against her. The fall of every system and structure that is anti-Kingdom
sets off an explosion of joy. They rejoice because the only thing still standing in the earth is the unshakable Kingdom of God and the glorious city
of God, the New Jerusalem!
The Lord is certainly moving today to join and blend His Five-Fold
Ascension Gift Ministries (Ephesians 4: 11). When these ministries come
together, they will release a synergy to extend the Kingdom and a strategy
to dismantle every anti-Christ system in the earth!
Let us rejoice and be glad in Him and His prevailing purposes!
Notes:
1 James Jordan. "Spiritual Worship" Rite Reasons. No. 83, March 2003
2 Ibid.
(This article is an excerpt from Apostle Jim Hodges’ book RELEASING THE SOUNDS OF
HEAVEN ON EARTH. This book and other materials may be found at his website:
fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262. Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation
of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations,
Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established.)

Listen to Daily Discoveries with
Marty Gabler on TEXAS PRAISE!
24 Hour God-Honoring Internet Radio
Marty’s spots are played on the half hour, e.g. 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, etc.
Go to the Texas Praise site and the player will appear in the
middle of the page at the bottom. Just Click
on the Play arrow to start listening!

Texas Praise site: www.txpraise.com

SEEC Magazine

12

June/July 2016

Walking in the Spirit is an activity that embraces three distinct Biblical inferences of “dynamics.” Remember when Jesus said, “And you
shall receive power,” that was dunamis or dynamite power. Literally, it is
a force that stimulates change or “progress within a process.”
Paul is referencing in Eph. 5 these three dynamics for the believer. 1)
v. 2 “walk in love,” 2) v. 8, “walk in the light” and 3) v. 15, “walk in
wisdom,” are that process. By the way, this is not a multiple choice or a
two out of three, this is all three. Their significance is astounding when
all three are working in sync. To help us, we turn to the words of Christ
who said, “Without ME you can do nothing!” In other words, in our own
love, our own light, and our own wisdom, we could never achieve the success of what Christ has set forth us in “walking in the Spirit.”
Walking is much harder than “talking about walking!” I can sit and
talk about walking, talk abut walking shoes, walking shorts, even possess
a pedometer that measures how far I walk, even have a language specific
to walking...but until I actually walk—my words are cheap. It’s when my
forward motion backs up what my mouth has been saying that has value.
It becomes that dunamis power that propels me.
We can wish to walk in love, in the light or in wisdom but it is an en-
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gagement of the now. It becomes what I do, which defines my obedience,
my motives and beliefs. It displays who I am, actually walking in the
Spirit, which embodies these three, is a proof of relationship. John encourages us, “If you don’t start, you won’t make any progress.” Walking
necessarily involves progress. If I said, I’m going somewhere, it would
mean that I’ve made some effort to move in a particular direction. But if
it can’t be measured then I’m just talking about going. If I drive to Dallas,
I could tell you how far I’ve been and how close I am to my destination.
It’s measurable. When we look at our relationship with God, we should
see that we are moving towards greater Christ likeness (which is our destination) of which walking in love, light and wisdom will draw us closer.
In Chapter Five of Ephesians, it starts with the word “Therefore,” in
the ESV, NKJ and the AMP. That word refers to Paul’s teaching in Chapter Four, that assumes you have already put on the new man, with a new
nature and being renewed in the Spirit of your mind. In Chapter Four, he
lays out a litmus test for that transformation, i.e., no more lying, not giving the devil a foothold, no foul language and not grieving the Holy Spirit,
and having forgiveness. Now that’s the “THEREFORE” of Chapter
Five. He says it like this, “Therefore be imitators of God (as well, behaved children imitate their fathers), then Paul launches deeper with v. 2,
“Walk in love” v. 8, “Walk in the Light” and finally in vv. 15-21, “The
Christian walk is a walk of wisdom.” Paul used the word walk as “live.”
Be careful how you live is literally, lookout how you walk and vice versa.
I believe David’s life was an Old Testament example of what Paul is
saying. The great psalmist and worshipper was identified to the prophet
Samuel as “a man after God’s own heart.” That heart for walking after
God, did not start after he was anointed, he already was. His father and
his brothers gave him little or no respect and no records exist of their ever
recognizing his love for the Lord. Hey, remember he wrote about love,
light and wisdom. After his anointing Eliab, his other brother didn’t want
him to be an achiever. Like most people, others don’t want you to
achieve where they have failed. If God is on your side as he was with
David, you cannot stay hidden or deprived from fulfilling that which God
has destined for you. Too many might say well, I’m walking in the
anointing, as if that’s all you need to do. Really, are you saying you don’t
need His light or wisdom or need to exhibit His kind of love? Anointing
does not guarantee fulfillment of purpose. Elijah was a heavily anointed
prophet of God, but he almost missed fulfilling his purpose. He ran out of
strength. He prayed, “God, just take me home.” You can be born with a
great destiny and have lost strength to continue walking and finishing.
Prov. 4:18, “But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn which
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shines brighter and brighter.”
John’s gospel says, If your claim is that you’re a believer (Christian)
but there’s no sign, you’re moving in that direction, then you ARE NOT.
Fruit is a symbol of measurement, and Paul lays out these three incredible
goals that are equivalent. Paul qualifies our walk in love by saying, “Walk
as Christ also loved us.” He qualifies walking in the light, by saying,
“Find out what is acceptable to the Lord,” then adds, “Have no fellowship with darkness.” Thirdly, walking in wisdom encompasses redeeming
our time and “understanding what the will of the Lord is.” The word for
“wisdom” in Greek is “sophia” which means “special knowledge.” The
Jews, speaking to Jesus, thought they were “free” because of Abraham.
They missed his meaning in 8:36 which said, “If the Son sets you free,
you shall be free indeed.” In Eph. 5 Paul is referring to the light of this
knowledge which is a “special knowledge.” To the Jews, it was the difference of accepting or rejecting Christ and we have accepted Christ ourselves in the light of, in that special wisdom of this knowledge. Plant life
needs photosynthesis to live and if you deny that light, it will never mature. It will die.
In summarizing this article, and showing the true life of the three incredible
components of walking in love, in light and in wisdom, I will give a story that
recently happened to my wife, Linda. I had to travel to Belize for an important
board meeting in April of this year. I asked her to line up her sister to come stay
with her while I was gone for four days as a precaution. Sure enough, I received
a text one evening that they were on the way to the Emergency Room. Linda had
an episode that required immediate attention to some unbearable pain. We live in
Bellville, TX so her sister wanted to drive Linda to Bellville Hospital simply because it would have taken only 3-4 minutes and she could have immediate access
to medical care. (Can’t say I blame her.) Here is where walking in the Spirit
comes in. Even in her pain and discomfort Linda told her sister, I feel we should
go to Katy, which is an additional 40 minutes away. Her sister, truly concerned
for Linda, pushed back on her request but Linda somehow sensed in her spirit to
proceed to Katy anyway.
When they arrived, they were ushered in and 3-4 attendants and nurses
probed, prodded and were trying to assess her problem. As soon as the four exited the room, a female Hispanic doctor entered the room. (This is where it gets
good.) The moment Linda saw her she said, “You’re a believer, aren’t you?”
Yes the doctor said, “But how did you know?” (Remember Linda is still in pain,
uncomfortable and is not happy to be in a hospital Emergency Room, but her
walking in and by the Spirit has set her on a mission of a lighted path of wisdom
and love.) Linda said to the doctor, “I see Jesus in you and all over you.” With
that the doctor raised both hands walking about the small room, tears running
down her face and praising the Lord. She immediately asks Linda, “How did you
know those words to say? I was on my cell phone and was talking to my children
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and had just said to them, “Do any of you recognize that I’m a Christian and that
Jesus lives in me?” “My children won’t believe that this just happened. Would
you tell them what just happened, if I can get them on the phone?” They will
confirm what I just said. Leave it to the Lord to confirm to one of His saints, His
love. Oh, by the way, Linda’s sister was totally on board with the final outcome.
Well things like this just don’t make normal sense, driving further than necessary
just because you have an unction, while in pain and that’s the hospital you’re
supposed to go to. Maybe this story is an oversimplified example but I believe
this is what Paul explained why our walking in the Spirit should embody these
three elements. Don’t just talk abut walking in the Spirit—DO IT.
(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Ministries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com.
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.)

Through Abraham God renewed the dominion covenant. Abraham
was to walk with God and through him God would have a people, a nation, (not individuals, not tribes) that would walk before the Lord as
prophet, priest and king. In Exodus 19, the Lord spoke through Moses
and said if they would walk uprightly before Him and keep His covenant,
they would be a special people in the earth. He said He would take them
as a people and make them, everyone a king and priest. Then in Numbers
11, Moses the prophet was given 70 others to help with the judging. God
said He would put the same Spirit in them that was on Moses. Moses
called them outside the camp and 68 came out and started prophesying
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under that same Spirit. The two remaining in the camp began prophesying at the same time. When tattlers told on the two, thinking that wasn’t
right, Moses said, “I would to God all would prophesy.” Now that has
been fulfilled. Joel 2, and Acts 2, fulfilled that. 1Peter 2, says, this royal
priesthood, this nation of kings and priests has been fulfilled through Jesus Christ and the Church. Then in Rev 1:5,6, the One that loved us and
cleansed us with His own blood has made us kings and priests. In Rev
5:10, it talks about the One worthy to open the book being the One that
made us kings and priests to rule upon this earth.
Since Israel did not walk as God intended, God picked out individual
men that became prophets. He picked out the tribe of Levi to become
priests and He picked the tribe of Judah to become kingly because God
was going to keep His image in the earth. And the prophecy was released
that there is One coming who will be the Savior and will save His people
and be the embodiment of prophet, priest and king to ensure God’s image
back in the earth. Jesus was the prophet spoken of in Acts 3 that must be
heard. His words would be life for those that would hear and be curses
for those that would not. Hebrews says in various times God spoke by
His prophets but in these last days, He spoke by His Son. Jesus walked
with His Father and knew the mind of His Father and was one with the
Father. Jesus came priestly, but not after the order of Aaron but by the
order of Melchizedek and He was set completely apart to the Father.
Adam was tested in a good environment, Christ was tested in a harsh environment and came out full of power. He will never lose His priesthood.
Many recognized Jesus as a prophet and many went to Him for
priestly prayer, but they were troubled about Him walking as a King on
this earth. That even troubled His disciples. Jesus came with the gospel
of the Kingdom of God and came as the last Adam and did not come to
get men saved to take them to heaven. Instead, He came to untwist the
image. Man was twisted, dark and didn’t know God in that state. Man is
self-centered and does what glorifies himself and he makes up his own
laws for life, marriage, etc., and that’s what he obeys. Though Satan tries
to keep the image twisted and keep kingship far away in the future, it is
within reach. When the image gets untwisted, man knows God as a son
through adoption and is then justified in sonship. That is the reformation
on the horizon.
Jesus came as Savior to bring His people into “sozo” wholeness and
reconcile them back to the Father, in right standing and back in communication with Him. Then they can speak the mind of the Father. Prophecy
is communicating the mind of God. He came to make us a prophetic peo-
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ple again, to make us a people totally devoted to Him, a people that worship Him and know Him. The enemy is defeated when God’s people
walk as prophet, priest and king. You don’t have to stand and rebuke the
devil all the time. If Satan wanted to stop plan A, he had to twist the image, but when God untwists the image, His sons walk in dominion like He
intended. The first enemy Jesus came to conquer was not the devil but
men who were hostile toward God. By conquering us, Jesus defeated Satan.
In Colossians 2, we were condemned by all the charges against us and
Jesus cleaned the slate with His blood. When He cleansed us, He spoiled
principalities and powers. God conquers us by His love and brings us into
a new Kingdom, a new order. When Jesus preached the gospel of the
Kingdom and said, “Repent,” most of us think, ‘sin.’ However, the true
essence is that the mind had to be untwisted to understand the Kingdom.
Many that Jesus preached to did not want this new order. The Jews
wanted the tables turned on the Romans. The Jews wanted to rule the current, old order of government. Therefore, they would not receive Jesus or
His message. They knew a man must receive Christ as Prophet, Priest and
King to embrace the salvation Jesus was preaching. They knew that because they knew the prophecies of the One coming that would fulfill all
those offices. They knew that meant they would have to accept Him and
submit to Him in all.
2Co 11:2 For I am zealous for you with a godly eagerness and a divine jealousy, for I have betrothed you to one Husband, to present you as
a chaste virgin to Christ. God always wanted man to be set apart to Him
like a woman to her husband, loyal and devoted. The fact is that people
will be loyal to something. People will live in some type of order and
worship because all that is built into the original image, but when the image was twisted, so was all that. Likewise, dominion and rule are in the
makeup of the image, but that too is twisted. A vivid example of this is
the twisted darkness in Washington that is self-serving dominion.
2Co 11:3 But [now] I am fearful, lest that even as the serpent beguiled Eve by his cunning, so your minds may be corrupted and seduced
from wholehearted and sincere and pure devotion to Christ. The battle
always starts in the mind. The enemy will take the Word and twist it,
making it a half truth or heresy or a myth. The church world itself is filled
with half-gospels. Paul said when he preached, he preached the whole
counsel of God. I heard a leader of a main-line denomination say this,
“Our denomination has become demonized because we bought into a
twisted doctrine that put the Kingdom in the future saying we will receive
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Christ someday as King.” Leaving everything to the future leaves the image powerless and twisted in the now.
Let’s focus where reformation comes in. Our Lord will save (sozo)
His people. I am not talking heaven or hell. Both are real but just part of
the package. I’m talking salvation that makes people whole with darkness
untwisted and removed from the mind. We are children of Light, not
darkness. We are not sons here for our own glory. We are set apart, holy
unto the Lord in our worship, loyalty, devotion and trust. We are here to
walk out God’s moral issues and Kingdom laws on planet earth. These
are written in us, in our hearts, because they are part of the image. We
walk in them and prosper because of the Spirit of God in us. We can’t
separate obedience from prospering, just as we cannot separate the image
from dominion. Reformation will bring Light that causes many to suddenly realize how dark it has been. Many will realize they have been worshiping something other than their Creator. Worship of anything other
than Him, which can be anything from worshiping trees and depending on
nature to worshiping civil government and depending on socialism, anything other than God-worship is darkness.
Anything other than freedom is darkness. In the Kingdom of God everything is permitted unless He says not to do it. In the garden, they could
eat of every tree except for the one “do not.” In the devil’s domain, the
devil is so fearful that he has to bring everything under his control and
you can’t do anything unless he gives permission, That is not freedom
thinking that comes with reformation.
Paul told Ephesus that he had brought them the counsel of God and
there would be those coming to twist it. To the Galatian church Paul said,
“Who has bewitched you?” Just a little twisting neutralizes the Church.
Laodicea was so neutralized that it had no effect on the society at all, like
salt without savor. God told Ephesus in Revelation 2, that if they did not
repent, the Light was going out. That did not mean their building was not
going to be there and they would not continue their meetings. That meant
they would have no influence. The Kingdom of God has influence,
leaven that leavens the whole lump. God is saving His people. We have
been saved, we are being saved and we will be saved. God is untwisting
us.
The denominational man I mentioned was talking about forming a
diocese for sick people to be healed. He told them the Church had no
power for the now because they had put the Kingdom off into the future.
That twisting of the gospel message of the Kingdom has neutralized the
American Church on the whole, making it neither hot or cold, nor salt.
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So, we stand ready for reformation. So, start listening because the reformers are out there. Many have endured harsh environments because they
have been preaching Kingdom for years, but there is a new ring in the air.
Listen for the evidence of reformation starting, for example things like the
seven-mountain revelation. That is only one part of the Reformation that
is bringing Life.
There is not one part of our lives that should not bring glory to God.
There is no priority above Christ. The simplicity of Christ will become
beauty and Life in the Reformation that is on the horizon.
(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis. He is the lead teacher at
the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To
contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on
the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000; Email: wolluf@consolidated.net)

I remember as a child special times when we would watch old family
movies on 8mm. My dad would pull out the reel to reel projector that
looked like a suitcase and felt like it had a load of gold bars in it. He
would then pull out a small screen with a stand, and set it up in the living
room. He pulled out an old shoe box with small reels of film. I was so
fascinated with the idea of seeing special moments captured in time. This
was way before VHS, Beta, DVD, Blue-Ray, camera phones, and laptops.
No Netflix here, we had to record frame by frame. I would sit there in
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front of the screen waiting to see the first glimpse of our recorded history
in time. I remember being blinded by the light as I looked at the bulb and
don't dare get near enough to touch it because it was the temperature of
the sun as I recollect. Once my dad loaded the top reel, fed the film
though the wheels in front of the bulb, behind the lens, and connected it to
the empty reel, we were ready to start. Of course, there was no audio.
There was only the sound of the pattering and fluttering of film being
pulled through this machine frame by frame displaying grainy images of
fast moving people. No audio here, this era was about the oral narration
of events and the laughter that filled the room with awkwardly timed images in seemingly normal daily events. It was as though with the ability
to record anything, we did… anything and everything. We would laugh at
the silliness that ensued with being filmed and sometimes we would cry
seeing some who were no longer with us, fond memories for sure. By the
way, no one born after 1985 understands a word I'm saying.
A few weeks ago the Lord began to speak to us in Sunday service. it
was a powerful moment in which Melissa Gabler had a word about the
Lord closing an old season, so we can start a fresh new season. Bro.
Marty Gabler came up and began to declare what that would look like and
release into the atmosphere words of faith and empowerment. The problem was I couldn't hear any of it. What I saw in my spirit was Marty
standing in front of that old white movie screen and there was a film image being projected on him while he was prophesying. The only sound I
could hear was the fluttering of the projector over the voice of the
prophet. This troubled me and I asked the Lord, "What am I seeing?" He
spoke and said, "People are projecting their history and hurts over my
Word and, as a result, they can't hear." Whoa!!! How many times have
we distorted what God was saying because we projected an image from
our past that kept us from receiving the fullness of His word? Bill Johnson said, "The need to protect our history is keeping us from a more significant future." If we continue to project our history, hurt, offences, and
even good old times of revival on what God is saying, we will be left living a life that is full of hope deferred and disappointment with the Lord.
We need some strategies to help identify these issues.
What is projection? This is the act of defending ourselves against our
own unpleasant impulses by denying their existence while attributing
them to others. For example, someone who is habitually rude may accuse
someone of being rude. Simply put, we shift to other people what we
don't like or want to deal with in ourselves. All of a sudden, hurt and pain
become the lens through which we see the world. Everything will run
through those filters. If my earthly father abandoned me, then how could
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God be a good Father? If I have gone through betrayal of trust, how can I
ever trust anyone again? If a church leader hurt me, how can any church
minister be trusted? These are the things that come up in our hearts and
overlay the Word of God when it is presented to us whether by preaching
or a prophetic utterance. We know the Word is "powerful and sharper
than a two-edged sword." We know that in Jesus are the words of life.
Could the projecting of our needs, deflect the seed of the Word to land on
a ground other than good soil? If the Word of God is not getting in, I
don't believe it's because the Word is not powerful enough. I believe there
is a limiting of the access of God into our lives, "Yea, they turned back
and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel." Ps 78:41. Some
people will live in a place of forever being a victim to the hurts of their
past and thus live a life of diminished returns. So what do we do?
Take Responsibility
Responsibility is "ability to respond." Another way to put it is to "respond to
His ability." This is an act of Grace. You and I, in ourselves, lack the motivation
and ability to deal with our own hearts and minds. We need a conscious decision
followed by a supernatural action by the Holy Spirit in us to deal with these issues. We have to live a life of full disclosure to the Lord (as if He doesn't already
know what we are dealing with). Personal responsibility will move you from the
victim mentality to the mindset of a son or daughter. Sons and daughters are not
defined by their circumstances and experiences. They are defined by the values
of their father. We are not the sum of everything we have gone through, we are
carriers of the culture, values, and vision of our Heavenly Father. It is in Him
that we derive our intrinsic worth and are forever tied to His nature. We are not
like Oliver Twist asking for 'more, please.' We are mighty Sons and Daughters
knowing who our Father is and who we are in Him. Orphans blame others, Sons
take responsibility

Surrender, Not Just Commit
There is a concept in the commitment in the church today. It seems that concept is: “When I make a commitment to the Lord or the church, I get to dictate
the terms of my involvement and who has access to my life. So, I am the one
who gets to control, to a degree, what happens and how deep others can go.”
Another term is “yielding”. This denotes the idea of determining the timing and
flow of which I can allow the Lord to move in my life. The problem is I am still
dictating the terms. Whenever we are in charge of the terms, we can't be angry
with God about the outcome. If we want to do it our way, on our time, with our
decisions, why are we surprised when we get our results that are less than the
Word of God promises. We need to move back to the concept of “surrender”.
When, we fully surrender to the Lord we are giving Him full, unfettered access
and authority to move, take, replace, restore and reconcile anything in our lives.
When I have been completely honest with Jesus and myself, I can then move to-
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ward responding to His ability in my life so I can make good and powerful decisions.
Good Ol' Days
Another problem with projecting is the good things in our memories. Sometimes we like to project a favorite song, memory, revival, service, preacher or any
other good experience on top of what God is saying right now. We long for the
reinstitution of those mighty moves of God that radically changed us into who we
are today. The problem with this is the 'good' of the past can keep us from the
'great' of the future. It is fine to retell the story of how God moved and interacted
with man throughout history. It is part of seeing his ever-moving hand through
the ages using men and women of God to bring His Kingdom to this earth. It is
both exciting and inspiring to think of Jesus loving us so much, He would come
rock churches, cities, regions and nations. The problem comes when we look
back with such fondness that we form every move of God by what has been done.
We project that revival will look like all the other revivals in history. This mindset is a terrible hamper to seeing the goodness of God moving now in our world.
If we are always comparing what is to what was and making our history the
measuring stick instead of Jesus, we set ourselves up and miss what God may be
doing right under our noses. I believe we should always be pursing the "more" of
God, but the key is to always remember to look back at history for our reference,
and not our preference.
Recall But Not Relive
How do I know that an issue has been dealt with? How do I know that I am
free from the emotional ties and weight that I carry with any given memory that
comes up in my heart? We say all the time, “Forgive and forget”. And sometimes that is possible. My wife tells me all the time that I have terrible memory
when it comes to bad events in our lives. She says, "You never remember the bad
things in people or bad times we've had." Well, I thought that was a blessing, but
not everything can and will be forgotten. You will know that you are no longer
under the influence of an event or offense in your life when you can recall it, but
not have to relive it. If you remember an occasion, person, event, or issue and
you begin to feel the emotions from it, the pain, hurt, suffering, then you are still
under its influence. But there is a place where you can recall a thing and not have
to relive all the emotions and pain that event brought in your life. When you get
to that place, you know that it no longer controls you and your outlook on life.
You are free from its clutches to tell the story of His goodness making all things
new.
You can hang onto your old pains and project them onto the "kairos" word
right in front of you, or you can surrender what the Spirit has drawn up out of you
to put it away forever. Jesus is turning off the projector of our past history, so we
can hear and see the 'right now' moving of His Kingdom.
(Joe Bogue is senior pastor at Grace International Church in Willis,TX. He is a pastor,
teacher, counselor and spiritual father. He has written a manual for parents and teens on
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courtship and marriage. He has also headed up missions trips and annual EYC Youth
Camp. His email is: pastorjoe@graceic.org * Website: www.graceic.org * Services at
Grace are livestreamed each week. Just go to website and click on the Grace TV Tab on
the right side of the home page.)

Recently, our church family experienced the death of one of our dearest sisters in the Lord. She was an amazingly gifted and shining example
of a true follower of Christ. She came into our family several years before
and impacted each of us in a deep and meaningful way. In the course of
life with her, we became aware of several promises that the Lord had
given her regarding her destiny, purpose, and needed breakthroughs. She
had struggled for many years with betrayal, lack, compromised health,
and intense warfare over her prophetic destiny. In spite of this, she remained hopeful and faithful that each and every promise of the Lord
would manifest as He had said.
She died with few to none of those promises fulfilled. To those of us
who stood with her through the years, strategically prayed and fasted with
her for breakthroughs, and received from her amazing wisdom and insight, our devastation from her untimely death was overwhelming. She
died suddenly in her home and all the promises and prophetic words given
her seemed to die with her. Needless to say, our church family was not
only sorrowful over her death but also confused and even angry with God
about the unfulfilled promises. Why didn’t the Father honor His word of
promise to her?
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As I meditated over this situation, the Holy Spirit directed me to Hebrews 11:1 which of course reveals that faith is the substance of things
hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen. I got that. I knew that
faith and hope work hand in hand. Hope is the firm persuasion that God
will indeed perform all that he promises. Faith is the eye of the soul that
sees the promise, believes it to be true, and gives complete assent to what
God has revealed. As I continued to read further into the chapter, I discovered a few important things.
The father of our faith is Abraham. He was given a directive to get
out of his country and from his kinfolks to journey to a new and better
land that God would show him. He was also given the promise that he
would be blessed and that ALL the families of the earth would be blessed
through him. As he obeyed and journeyed, the Lord also gave him the
promise of a seed. The seed, too, was given the same promise as Abraham.
The question is this: Did Abraham see all the families of the earth
blessed in his lifetime? No. But he did see the first fruits of the promise.
Yes. He did indeed find the land that was promised, and he did indeed see
Isaac and Jacob as the first fruits of the promise. Through his sons and
descendants, Abraham’s bloodline participated in the ultimate fulfillment
of the promise. That bloodline extended from Abraham to Christ, and
now on through us by the blood of the Lamb of God. The word of promise was not just for Abraham; it was also for the generations that followed
him in order that the corporate purposes of God would be fulfilled.
Moses was also given a directive and a promise when he was tasked
with the assignment to liberate the Israelites from Egyptian bondage. In
Exodus 3:7-10, Moses is instructed to deliver the Israelites out of Egypt.
It is also implied by the Lord that His intent is for Moses to also bring the
Israelites INTO the Promised Land.
Moses never made it into the Promised Land. He only was given permission to see it from the mountain. So did God renege on His promise to
Moses? No. He fulfilled the promise to Moses through Joshua. Like
Abraham, the promise was NOT just to Moses but also for the son, Joshua
who was his spiritual seed and the generations that would follow after
him.
Joshua engaged his assignment to conquer Canaan. For years, he battled in
faith to obtain the promise of God. As he grew old, there were still lands to be
conquered. So, he passed the torch of the assignment to the tribes as their inheritance. The promise of total conquest rested in their hands. Once again, this
promise of God was not just for Joshua, but for the higher purposes of God to be
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fulfilled through successive generations.
As I continued to read the accounts of the Heroes of Faith in Hebrews 11, I
was once again encouraged by their hope, faith, and total trust in God. At the
conclusion of the chapter, there is the final record of the multitudes of believers
who chose martyrdom over renouncing their faith in God. They chose heaven
over deliverance, the eternal over the temporal. Scripture records that the world
was not worthy of them. Many suffered intense cruelty, and they died not seeing
the fulfillment of what God had promised them.
The final verse of the chapter impacted me:
And all of these, though they won divine approval by means of their faith, did
not receive the fulfillment of what was promised, because God had us in mind
and had something better and greater in view for us, so that they [these heroes
and heroines of faith] should not come to perfection before WE could join them
(Amplified)
These saints knew the promise of God. They had tasted the first fruit of salvation. They also knew that without US, their generation was not complete.
They knew that WE would complete what THEY started! The promises of God
to them would be fulfilled in US!
I could see a little more clearly now. Our father sees all of us as His family.
We are connected from generation to generation. And while one member receives a word of promise, that word is not just for that person. That word is for
all of us. The promise is eternal and, as such, does not die with the one who received it. The promise is passed on throughout the generations until one day it
fully manifests for the higher order corporate purpose of God to be fulfilled.
Our sweet, precious sister did not die in vain. Her life was not wasted and
the promises of God to her did not go to the grave with her. Those promises are
alive and well, and now they are being divinely distributed to those of us who
remain. We will carry on until our journey is over, and then will pass on those
yet unfulfilled promises to our sons and daughters for them to see the fullness of
the Lord’s word fulfilled.
Faith is still the more important life flow to the Father. Will he continue to
see you engage His assignments and embrace faith for the journey even when all
indicators are telling you His Word is not going to manifest? Will you continue
to trust God when it appears that He is not going to fulfill His promises to you?
Will you still love your Father even when it seems He has forsaken you? Faith in
you says YES! Your Father believes in you!
(Larry and Kathy Burden are the founders of KingdomLife. Larry’s newest book is The
Orphan Heart. He is also the author of Kingdom Life Finding—Life Beyond Church. In that
book you will discover why current church models are failing in America, why your church
experience often leaves you empty inside and the true freedom and blessing that is found
in the kingdom of God. Contact info: www.kingdomlife.org)
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Ah, birthdays. They seem to come around every year! Notice how
whilst journeying through the younger years one seems to yearn for the
older years with more independence and freedom? Now fast-forward to
those older years and notice how one longs for the vigor and health of the
younger years. Why does life seem like such a paradox? Why do we
strive so hard to get to a place of independence, freedom and identity only
to be incapable of fully enjoying it because our bodies are wearing out?
OR why are we striving so hard to get to that place and our bodies start
wearing out before we fully attain it?!
It just doesn’t make sense to get to a place/level that you were born
for, a place God intended, and not be able to function there because your
body is overwhelmed with disease and disfunction. That does not sound
like a God that loves His own, and has plans for them to be part of His
ever-increasing Kingdom. It just sounds like a cruel joke to think that
God would take us through years of skill-building, character-building, and
maturing for it only to become a weapon, personalized weapon, we don’t
have strength to wield. Thank God that IS NOT His character! Nope, our
Father takes us through those years with the intention of our LIVING the
legacy we are going to leave. Legacy is not a one-time thing. Legacy is a
generational locomotive that is ever increasing in speed. Of course there
is a negative side to legacy, but legacy, on the track of God’s original design, intercepts and derails that negative train every time. So, in order to
leave a legacy of a change-agent that fulfilled their assignment to the fullest we must live an abundant life (Jn. 10:10) — Life designed by the
Creator. Here’s what you need to consider right here: the design is in
place until your last breath. No matter where you are and what you are
suffering from, you can still live the original design with your name on it.
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One of the biggest nemeses to actually walking this out is ‘age statistics’ and how they affect our bodies. Man, oh, man. I think you can find
a list detailing just about everything that will dysfunction, weaken, need to
be removed or fall off by certain ages. There’s no other explanation for
certain diseases and disruptions but AGE. Age isn’t the issue, it’s what we
have not dealt with — by certain ages — that causes manifestations in our
physical body. It has become such an accepted norm in society to age out
of life that the possibility of this NOT being part of God’s original design
is not even considered. However, with Jesus taking care of sickness (Is.
53:5), putting a plan in place called ‘abundant life’ (John 10:10), and then
the Holy Spirit coming in quickening mortal bodies (Rom. 8:11), that’s a
triple homer! God’s original design is: Recovery to carry on the assignment. Recovery to carry on has to become our norm.
This is doable. Right here in 2016 we can begin living a legacy of
health that establishes the launching pad for the next generation’s phase of
Kingdom-come-on-earth. If we are so marvelously constructed (Ps.
139:14) then that includes a Divine design to recover from anything and
everything. So, that being said, here is where your consideration is imperative. That must mean that there is a foreign object causing the original
design to be blocked. A foreign object NOT intended to be a part of your
legacy, that’s messing with your destiny. The Holy Spirit is more than
willing to pinpoint that foreign object for extraction. The reason we don’t
necessarily see this beforehand is because we have become accustomed to
owning dysfunction due to experience and statistics that say we have no
other choice. Well, THAT’S A LIE! You don’t have to own any dysfunction whether it is genetic, perpetrated upon you or from bad
choices. Jesus’ blood covers ALL of it!
“This is how much God loved the world: He gave His Son, His one
and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by
believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go
to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger,
telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right
again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust
him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it. And
why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son
of God when introduced to him.” (Jn. 3:16 - 18 MSG) Wow! So, what I’m
hearing in this passage, so eloquently phrased in The Message, is
BELIEVE. We don’t have to be destroyed by these things. All we need
to do is believe that Jesus did take care of it, it is for TODAY, and God’s
love that raised Jesus from the dead covered our past, present and future.
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It starts by simply asking the Holy Spirit to show you what is at the
root of the dysfunction you are dealing with. We need to realize that God
made recovery possible so that we could live a legacy to leave it. And
we’re made to leave a legacy full of fuel for the next generation to launch
out even farther than we did. It’s about His ever-increasing Kingdom here
on earth, bottom line.
You can be free and recover right now, go ahead. It’s your destiny!

This is an excerpt from Marty’s most recent book release: Toward an Understanding of Moves and Manifestations of God.

CHAPTER ONE
Amazed And Perplexed
It was one of those phenomenal explosions that rocks the senses, jolts
the mind and sends you reeling. But this particular explosion was of obvious origin. Awesome Power which had its source in heaven hit the cosmopolitan city of Jerusalem. It was a holiday and the city had swelled its
population by many thousands. A learned medical doctor used the best
means of description he could find in his vocabulary to describe what it
was like. Dr. Luke described the event in such a way that we know he will
never forget what transpired; and he has left us with such a dazzling account that we shall never forget this divine event. It was not just divinely
inspired. It was divinely perpetrated. The only way men were involved
were as receivers. There was no doubt that the violent tempest blast (Acts
2:2 Amplified Bible), which rocked the entire city and shook the four
walls of their meeting room while filling them, was from heaven.
It was at least the equivalent of a Boeing 747 landing in the middle of
downtown Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost at 9:00 in the morning. And
since they had no point of reference for such a tempest blast they became
quite perplexed (unable to grasp something clearly or to think logically
and decisively about something), cf.Acts 2:6,7,12. There was no warning
that a Mighty manifestation would blast them suddenly into the miraculous church age where signs and wonders would follow them that believe
(Mk.16:17). Believers were praying like their Lord had commanded them
in the place He had commanded them to receive what He had commanded them (Lk.24:49) so that they could do what He had commanded
them.
BEWILDERED BELIEVERS
The people who were amazed and bewildered were not heathen! They
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were very religious people (v.5"God-fearing Jews"). These were the "churched
people" of that day. They knew the Scriptures and they had been trained in theology, at least to some degree. They were those who were supposed to know about
God and know what He was like and know the kinds of things He does. But they
didn't know everything about God nor everything about the way He does
things. They hadn't seen all the ways in which God moves. They didn't have
knowledge of all the ways in which God might manifest Himself. Cf.Isa 55:8
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. This unprecedented
Power surge left these religious people "bewildered" in v.6, "utterly amazed" in
v.7 and "perplexed" in v.12 (NIV).
BELIEVERS MADE FUN OF THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
These were the "churched people" of that day. Yet when the presence of God
began to manifest in that city, they were bewildered. These religious, faithful
members of the synagogue even made fun of the move of God: v.13 "Some, however, made fun of them and said, 'They have had too much wine.'" Today people
would say something like, "Oh, they're just in the flesh."
When God restores a truth to His people it can get messy because humanity,
dug into its carnal comfort zones, is not easily moved. The way the God-fearing
people reacted in Acts 2 is proof positive that God-fearing people can have carnal
reactions to a move of God even to the point of making fun of it. A preacher I
heard quoted said, "The ways of God must be inscrutable beyond understanding.
If they were not, they would be surrendered to man's mind. And if to man's mind,
then ultimately to man's control."
When God restores something that generations have lost, He must put emphasis on it. In this century we have seen an emphasis on Bible teaching, healing,
faith, prophesying and joy. Each time God has restored one of these truths and
highlighted it the teacher and the teaching have been rejected and even vehemently opposed by many. God must emphasize and spotlight each of these things
because they have fallen into such neglect. Entire generations have become ignorant of them so that they must be jump-started. You cannot start a run-down battery with a typical 10 amp battery charger. You must put a 250 amp charger on it
if you want the car to start right then and be useful then rather than many hours
later.
There are people who, in recent years, have tried to summarily dismiss various manifestations of God. Some have claimed that because they do not see specific examples of some of the specific manifestations in the Bible that those
manifestations are not of God. They go from making that point to actually speaking and working against groups which embrace such moves. If the upper room
crowd would have had time to look over the manifestations of the Day of Pentecost, they might have rejected them on the same basis. Peter said, “But this is that
which was spoken by the prophet Joel;”(Acts 2:16-KJV). Yet, there is no mention
in Joel of tongues, tongues of fire or Spiritual inebriation.

SEEC Magazine

30

June/July 2016

My mother, who is 80 years old at the time of this writing, has told me that,
as a girl, she personally witnessed all of the manifestations we have seen in the
past few years, including the gold fillings and gold teeth. God showing His wonderful Person through those manifestations is part of the reason that both sides of
my family are Spirit-filled believers and ministers today. All of my uncles, but
one, on both sides of my family are ministers because of the impact the character
of God, displayed in manifestations, had on them as children.
THIS “STRANGE THING”
Moses was pretty much just going along minding his own business as he tended
to his sheep. One thing he was probably doing on the back side of the desert is
that he was walking around kicking rocks and working out his theology. As he
walked along he noticed a bush that was burning. Although that did not seem to
be a particularly unusual thing for that part of the world, Moses noticed that it
simply continued to burn without being consumed.
It seems that his curiosity finally peaked, so he decided to go over and check
it out. So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight-- why the bush
does not burn up." (Ex. 3:3) While he is observing this phenomenon and while he
is actually walking toward it, he refers to what he is seeing as “strange (NIV).”
According to Brown-Driver-Briggs’ dictionary Moses could have also been calling this phenomenal spectacle “large in magnitude,” “great in number,” “great in
intensity,” “loud,” or even “distinguished.” At any rate, it was something which
was quite out of the ordinary. Moses was quite unaccustomed to being presented
with such an unusual sight and circumstance. It was now something which had
reached a proportion that he was going to have to deal with it or at least make a
decision about it.
When Moses approaches the burning bush he discovers that what he has
called “strange” is actually God. When the LORD saw that he turned aside to
look, God called to him from the midst of the bush, and said, "Moses, Moses!"
And he said, "Here I am." (Ex. 3:4-NAS) It is not the bush that is something phenomenal; it is the fact that God is in the bush that causes this whole scenario to
boggle the brain. God in the bush is creating a scenario that is most extraordinary.
If indeed Moses was actually calling this spectacle “strange,” it was God he was
calling strange because God was within the bush making the bush to appear as it
did. We best be careful what we label things in these days when God is fulfilling
Joel 2. It very well may be wisdom to stop saying “this” is not God or “that” is
not God. A good practice would be to say, “I don’t understand that.”
Just as God used the burning bush to get Moses’ attention, He uses signs to
get our attention today. God desires to get our attention in order that He may say
something to us which could lead us into a revolutionary direction as it did
Moses. Out of the burning bush experience came a people to bless the nations.
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