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 Some cocoons, (entrapped, tough times in life) are common for many 
people, but we also have our customized cocoons, those tough times that 
are unique to us.  These come from matters that need resolve in our soul, 
like you may be having to work on a relationship that was damaged by 
jealousy or fear or anger.  Or you may be having to deal with problems 
you inherited, ongoing battles from choices made four generations ago.  
Perhaps your forerunners  didn’t choose life and blessings and it caused  
them to end up with a view of marriage that’s bound to fail.  So the next 
generation has to work through the trickle-down issues of divorce.  Or a 
generation made wrong career choices and bankrupted the whole family 
causing  poverty  conditions and limitations for decades.  Or a generation 
chose death and curses, deciding to be lawless, and the ripple effect  un-
dermined character to the point that a family or community or culture is 
cocooned in corruption.   

 Or, you may be in a cocoon challenge because of some particular as-
pect of your destiny.  If your enemy has sniffed out the purpose and call 
of God in you, he will go after it. Technically, the devil can’t decide to 
touch God’s plan and purpose, he is just not big enough.  His only hope is 
to derail God’s participants from it through evil devices like injustice, de-
ception, false accusation, etc.  He will use anything he can to limit or stop 
you or your passion.  Stopping you from being who you were born to be 
and doing what you were born to do is his only way of hindering the 
GLORY of GOD in the earth.  Jesus said in John 17:4  "I glorified You on 
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the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to 
do.”   So your purpose and potential to bring God glory can draw unique 
fire as the devil consistently tries to rob, kill or destroy the glory of God.  
This could actually explain why you are a magnet for certain types of 
problems, (like a back-handed confirmation of your purpose and calling.)  
For example, if you continually battle health issues, the real cause of that 
war may be over your call and purpose.  The intention behind snuffing 
you out could be to remove your godly influence in your family or com-
munity or career.  A more specific ensample: if you were born to train and 
educate  politicians or judges but sickness keeps you out of the classroom, 
those students do not come under the godly influence that was essential 
for their belief system and future decisions.  (Your health and healing is 
bigger than you. It connects to purpose.)  From another perspective, 
physical harassment may be an attempt to stir up doubt or cynicism in you 
so that you’ll never flow in the gift of healing as God intended.   

 Can our struggles really be related to our purpose and our future when 
we can’t see any connection to either?  YES, but how many Christians 
consider things like this?  Aren’t we more apt to think something like, 
‘My infirmity is a bloodline pattern, a weakness, a disease in our family.’ 
So then we tolerate and allow an ongoing curse and thereby choose death 
and we act like “history repeating itself” is a biblical principle!  History 
only repeats because the changes needed didn’t happen.  That wrong 
thinking causes us to just accept things that we were actually born to con-
quer.  We need to CHOOSE  LIFE and bring CHANGE in our lifetime, 
and even expect change to ripple back to the previous generation. 

 Some people even think about infirmity like this, ‘With my track re-
cord, I probably deserve this; besides, everybody has their cross to 
bear.’  (If we think like that, we need to find a way to bleach our brain!)  
Your cross in life is your  purpose, not your predicament!  God’s will is 
never that someone be born for sickness or trouble.  That’s sick thinking, 
death-curse thinking and our God is Life!   By the way, one of the essen-
tial aspects of choosing life is to know your God’s character, not just His 
Word and His Principles, but His Heart, because that is what enables us to 
trust Him.  We can have strong muscles like abs, quads and biceps, but the 
biggest muscle we need is trust in our God.  We use the trust muscle every 
time we choose life.  When Job said, “Though He slay me, yet I’ll trust 
Him,” he wasn’t accusing God of being behind all His suffering.  He was 
saying, “Even if God were trying to kill me,  I would still choose to trust 
Him!” That is CHOOSING  LIFE.  Job’s choice broke through the cocoon 
he was in (which was extremely overwhelming, tough circumstances) and 
his choice brought him to resolve and restoration.   
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 One other thing to understand about choice is that it is often a reflex. 
When we get boxed in by conditions and circumstances, we are likely to 
automatically make choices whether we mean to or not.  An unconscious 
choice for many is to ignore or deny the cocoon and conditions.  Or, with-
out realizing it, we can choose to believe we have no choice and can only 
be a victim.  It is also sometimes easy to choose to trust self or others in-
stead of God.  However, only choosing to trust God is choosing life.  
Since choice can be an automatic reflex, we must train ourselves to 
CHOOSE  LIFE.  Of course, re-training ourselves is not a stroll in the 
park.  Re-training is never easy because we can’t take down-time to work 
on it.  Re-training happens during real-life problems that just can’t be 
scheduled.  They never come at a good time. Hell’s attacks are never fair.  
It is very difficulty to contradict your emotions, especially when you’ve 
cried enough to salt a creek and used enough Kleenex to rub your nose 
right off your face.  How do you choose life when you are dealing with 
relationship issues with someone who won’t even try? ( It’s difficult to 
choose life when you’d rather hit or maim!)  How do you choose life 
when you’re weary because you’ve already made that choice for months, 
for years, yet you are still smothering in  changelessness?  It’s difficult to 
choose life, again and again, when you’re still in the grip of pain and it’s 
taunting you daily. Can you even spell “CHOICE”? 

 It is difficult to even remember you have a choice when you are pinned to the 
ground and the inevitable, unavoidable and inescapable is in your face like a 
400lb., full grown, male lion!  In a true safari record, a hunter shot a lion, but it 
kept coming and hit the man with a full-body-force lunge that slammed the man 
on his back and flung his rifle into the tall grass!  Nailed to the ground, the hunter 
was about  to be eaten.  It was inevitable, unavoidable and inescapable, but the 
man CHOSE  LIFE.  He stuck his hand in that monster’s gaping mouth and 
grabbed its tongue, twisted it and shoved it back into the lion’s throat.  The des-
perate grip kept the tongue at such an angle that the lion couldn’t even shut his 
jaw.  That hunter lay there, determined to follow through on his choice while the 
hot breath of his enemy filled his nostrils and thick saliva slimed down his arm 
and every bone in the man’s body vibrated under the growl of the glaring beast.  
The man continued the choke-hold for forty-five minutes while his guide ran for 
the jeep and returned to run over the lion and kill it!  Choose Life, even in the 
face of the inevitable, unavoidable and inescapable.   

 If marriage statistics are stalking yours or if your finances are boiling down 
to coins in a can or if you have been hit with an undeniable diagnosis, lift your 
head and CHOOSE LIFE, no matter how difficult it is because the Word says: it 
is not too difficult for you, (Deut 30:11), it isn't too much for you, it's not out of 
your reach.  The word is very near you, in your mouth, in your mind and in your 
heart.  You can do this.  Deut 30:20 says to CHOOSE LIFE by loving the Lord 
your God, by obeying His voice and by holding fast to Him.  That same verse 
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tells us why, so that we and our descendants may live long in the land which we 
possess.  Choosing life is taking ground.  We take acreage out of every cocoon of 
circumstances that we overcome.  We gather real-estate that becomes inheritance 
for at least four generations as well as inspiration for all those that feel the ripple 
of our life! 

The Church at Sardis 

The issue at Sardis was the church had fallen into a condition of spiritual 
slumber (Revelation 3: 1-3). 

 They had an appearance of being alive in Christ but practically speak-
ing they were dead. 

 Actually, the church at Sardis was not completely dead, but they were 
in a spiritual coma. They were unaware of what was happening around 
them. They were passive, not actively engaged in fulfilling the Great 
Commission. They probably had compromised and accommodated them-
selves to the surrounding pagan culture and had not sought to transform it. 
Being in a slumber kept them unaware of the challenges they should have 
been addressing. 

 There is no mention of them undergoing persecution or tolerating 
false doctrine.5 They were just simply content and comfortable and unin-
volved. 
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 The Risen Christ challenges them to return to the basics of the Chris-
tian life in order to get their bearings for spiritual progress. They needed 
to repent and return to the things they had received and heard at their be-
ginning. 

 Those who awakened and overcame would receive white garments. In 
Scripture, white garments were worn by the priests as they performed 
their duties. The church at Sardis would again be involved in true minis-
try. This is the day for re-robing the Church with white (pure) garments 
for ministry! 

It is not a good thing when a church is unengaged and uninvolved in the 
world around it. A slumbering church cannot be an agent of transforma-
tion! We must be awakened to our calling and destiny as the people of 
God who represent the agenda of the Kingdom of God in the culture and 
society. 

The Church at Laodicea  

The issue at Laodicea was compromise in the church so that they were not 
useful to the Lord or His purpose in their region (Revelation 3: 17-20).  

 The topography and geography of the area help us to interpret what 
Jesus meant when He called them lukewarm. 

 The city of Laodicea was located downstream on the Lycus River 
from the towns of Hierpolis and Colossae. In Hierpolis, there were hot 
springs where people bathed in warm mineral waters. In Colossae, cool 
and clear waters flowed down from the mountains. The water was clean 
for drinking. Downstream from these two towns, the hot waters and the 
cool waters merged and by the time they reached Laodicea they were 
lukewarm, putrid, and harmful to people.6 The message was: cool water 
and hot water are useful and beneficial; lukewarm water is not useful or 
helpful. It can actually make you sick! 

 The condition of the water in Laodicea was an illustration of the con-
dition of the church there! Worse still is the fact that the church was arro-
gant in their estimation of themselves. They felt they were wealthy, self-
sufficient, and in need of nothing. Jesus said they were poor, naked, and 
blind. His perspective of their condition certainly did not coincide with 
their perspective! Repentance is a change of perspective in order to align 
with God's perspective on our condition. When we see it like God sees it, 
we know we have repented! 

 Permit me to make some eschatological comments concerning the 
church at Laodicea. Some Bible teachers have declared the seven 
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churches in Asia Minor represent certain periods of church history begin-
ning in the first century and ending with the period just before the second 
coming of Christ. Think about it. They have the Lord returning for a luke-
warm church that makes Him sick! 

 This certainly does not line up with the apostle's teaching in Ephe-
sians 5:25-27. Here Paul teaches that the Lord Jesus, Who loved the 
church and gave Himself for her, is sanctifying and cleansing her by the 
washing of the water of the Word so that He might present to Himself the 
Church in all her glory having no spot or wrinkle, but that she should be 
holy and blameless. 

 The Lord Jesus will return for a glorious Church, not a lukewarm one! 

Revival and Awakening  

 If the churches truly repent, then they will deal with the things that 
offend the Lord of the Church. In His messages to the churches, the Lord 
specifies the things which offend Him! These are often identified by the 
phrases, "I have this against you" and "I have a few things against you." 

 Sadly, there are things in the Church today, just as there were in the 
seven churches in Asia Minor in the first century, which offend God. If 
these issues, such as those we cited above, are not dealt with and repented 
of, revival will not come. 

 Today we need both revival and awakening! Revival happens within 
the Church; awakening happens beyond the Church. A true spiritual 
awakening impacts society and the culture. 

 Both revival and awakening deal with issues that offend the Lord. In 
the Second Great Awakening in America, which happened in the 19th 
century, God dealt with an issue that greatly offended Him, namely, slav-
ery. The Abolitionist Movement in our nation, which began in the early 
1830s, was the direct result of a spiritual awakening that took place under 
the ministry of Charles Finney and others. 

 Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, and others led the anti-slavery 
movement in our nation. Preachers declared the need for repentance in the 
Church concerning this hideous sin. The impact upon America was pro-
found. 

Revival became awakening! Do it again, Lord!  

 The scope of the book of Revelation prophetically pic-tures moving 
beyond revival to awakening. 

 In chapters two and three, as we saw, the Lord challenges the 
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churches to repent and calls them to revival. Revival essen-tially means 
coming to life again. Re-vive assumes there is "vive" which can be stirred 
to vibrant spiritual life again! 

 This truth is expressed in Revelation 2:7 as returning to the tree of 
life. This language is taken from the book of Genesis.7 Adam and Eve, 
through their disobedience, were cut off from access to the tree of life. 
Now through Christ, the last Adam, we are given access again to the life 
of God, our Creator and Redeemer. 

 Toward the end of the book of Revelation, we see the same symbol-
ism employed to express spiritual awakening which has moved beyond 
the Church and transformed the nations of the earth. Notice the powerful 
and picturesque language in Revelation 22:2: ... "and on either side of the 
river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 
every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the na-
tions."  

 To express it another way: reformation in the Church leads to trans-
formation in the nations. 

 What is the key to changing the world? Changing the mind of the 
Church! As we look ahead in this volume, we will see that the ministry of 
corporate repentance prepares the Church to move into the other corporate 
ministries referred to in the book of Revelation. 

End notes: Chapter Two 

5-Pierce, Charles, God’s Unfolding Battle Plan. 

Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2007. Page 131 

6-Chilton, David, Days Of Vengeance. 

Fort Worth, TX: Dominion Press, 1987. Page 134 

7 Genesis 2:9 

(This article is an excerpt [Part 2] from Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book WHAT IN THE 
WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materials may be found at his 
website: fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262. Jim Hodges is the founder of the 
Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a relational, apostolic network of min-
isters, apostolic teams and local churches across the nation. Having ministered in over 40 
nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internationally as a teaching apostle 
with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established.) 
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           Eph 6, Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might.  Most of us think the Church is not strong enough, but 
the early apostolic fathers said the Church was too strong within itself 
rather than the Lord, like the Laodicean church who had need of nothing.  
There is still a portion of the Church that is self-sufficient and thinks they 
do not need the power of God.  Eph 6:11,  Put on the whole armor of 
God so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.   Put-
ting on the armor of God is putting on Christ and His finished works.  Just 
put Christ on and then notice how many times these verses mention the 
word, “STAND.”  This armor is not for aggressive warfare but for stand-
ing in the finished works of Jesus Christ.  It is already finished.  Satan has 
already been defeated.  It is not about us going out battling against the 
devil to take territory but to stand in all that Christ has already accom-
plished.  If the devil can get you fighting for self or a cause outside the 
finished works, you are in trouble.   

 Eph 6:12, For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the world's rulers, of the darkness 
of this age, against spiritual wickedness in high places.    People are not 
the problem.  It is the evil influence behind them.  Eph 6:13  Therefore 
take to yourselves the whole armor of God, that you may be able to with-
stand in the evil day, [the day of the onslaught of the enemy] and having 
done all, to stand. Eph 6:14  Therefore stand, having your loins girded 
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about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness, Eph 
6:15  and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. 
Eph 6:16  Above all, take the shield of faith, with which you shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  Eph 6:17  And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God, Eph 6:18  praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching to this very thing with all perseverance and suppli-
cation for all saints. 

 Watchman Nee wrote a book about Ephesians and said it flows like 
this: sit, walk, stand.  The first chapters are about the finished works of 
Christ and what He did through His death, burial and resurrection.  The 
Lord wants us to understand the power that was working in the death, bur-
ial and resurrection so that we understand the power that raised Him from 
the dead and seated Him in heavenly places far above these principalities 
and powers and that He sits in as He administrates His rule.  The Church 
must understand that this same power that worked in Him is the same 
power that is now working in us and we are sitting in heavenly places and 
we must see from that standpoint instead of the earthly.  From the earthly 
we will fight people, but from the heavenly perspective, we fight from 
heaven to earth plowing through principalities and powers rather than 
people.   

 As we mature in the Lord, we see things differently.  The first several 
chapters of Watchman Nee’s book about the finished works of Christ is 
about the glory Christ has invested in the Church, which is His body, His 
expression in all the earth.  Really, we are created to express this invisible 
God.  He wants to reveal Himself through us.  If we miss that, we miss 
life. Paul said it in Phil 1, For me to live is Christ.  Finding your place and 
purpose dare not be too much about self-centered goals.  Since we sit in 
this heavenly realm with Christ, then we must walk this out, (Nee) from 
that perspective.  We used to be of a self-centered spirit of disobedience 
and walked through relationships and jobs and life as self chose, but when 
we walk differently, walking out from heaven’s perspective, then we can 
stand against our adversary.  Trying to stand against the adversary and not 
realizing these things is like going rhino hunting with a BB gun.  We must 
see from heaven’s perspective to remember our enemies are not flesh and 
blood but the principalities and powers influencing them.  God wants to 
express Himself and His influence through man.  God wants to bring His 
influence into humanity.  The Church is the Body of Christ (not a meet-
ing) where Christ expresses himself, and the temptation is to rebel against 
that because Satan also wants your body to use to express himself.  There 
is a war over your body.   
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 When we see people being evil, it is easy to be embittered against the 
persons and fight them in the natural, but there is a spirit behind all that 
influences people.  The struggle is who we agree with. In Matthew 16, 
Jesus told the disciples what was about to happen in His death, burial and 
resurrection.  Peter then pulled him aside and said that was not going to 
happen.  Notice that Jesus did not rebuke Peter but Satan that was behind 
Peter’s words.  Satan was appealing to and influencing the humanity of 
Peter.  In Acts 5, Peter asked Ananias why he allowed Satan to fill his 
heart with deception.  Satan was behind Judas’ betrayal.  Satan came and 
filled Judas.  In Revelation 2, in the church of Smyrna, the Lord was tell-
ing them they were about to go through some difficult things and said He 
knew those who said they were Jews but were of the synagogue of Satan.  
The House of the Lord had become the house of Satan.  He said the de-
monized synagogue would come and the devil was going to throw some 
of them in prison, and they would be tested.   

 Even back in 1 Chron 21, David was king and blessed, but Satan put it in his 
heart to number the people.  1 John 4 says don’t believe every spirit.  A person 
with a wrong heart under the influence of Satan can bring a word to you.  Like in 
Acts 16, when the young slave girl under the influence of a spirit of divination 
followed Paul saying he was the servant of the most high God coming to show 
the way to salvation, she annoyed Paul.  Paul turned and addressed the spirit to 
come out of her. We need to get it clear that the weapons of warfare are not car-
nal.  Though we are seeing a great manifestation of wickedness over our nation, 
we have to know who we are battling, who we are standing against.  Watching it 
unfold in our nation, it is tempting to get critical, bitter and angry, but that is ex-
actly what Satan wants.  He wants us to get caught up in this natural realm in-
stead of seeing things from a heavenly perspective.  God is trying to get us to 
working in a new level, working in the spirit realm that defeats evil influence.   

 Constantly through scripture, we see how Satan brings his influence into the 
earth through men.  Jesus told His disciples that Satan was coming but “he has 
nothing in me,” (Jn.14:30) meaning he had no way to influence Jesus. The temp-
tation in the wilderness was all about trying to get Jesus focused on Himself but 
He wouldn’t do it.  Satan puts thoughts out that revolve around self and hopes to 
bait us.  For example, the moment we mess up, it is tempting to start condemning 
ourselves,  that is believing something about our self that is contrary to Christ.  
Getting you to condemn yourself becomes a handle he can use.  He can even take 
scriptures and slant them for the purpose of self.  He has a handle in the Church 
that is almost humanism today because it is all about man (self) and man (self) 
getting better and man (self) getting his needs met and making man (self) happy.  
Satan’s takeover is when he gets us self-focused.  James 3:16 says that where you 
find self-seeking, you find every evil work.  When we are self-seeking, we have a 
handle the devil can take advantage of within us.   This is why we put on the ar-
mor of God and see our lives in Christ, belonging to Him and for His glory.  All 
that concerns our life is for His glory.  Even healing is to glorify the Lord, not 
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just to be painless.  Putting on the armor of God is putting on Christ and His fin-
ished works.  When we do, we are clothed in Christ and under the government of 
God, there the devil has nothing in us. 

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  He is the lead teacher at 
the Word of Life Teaching Center in Luflin,TX. Training is at 10:00am each Sunday. To 
contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page study manual on 
the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Teaching Center at 936-639-2000;   Email: wol-
luf@consolidated.net) 

 One of the most widely used verses in scripture, Isaiah 59:19, has be-
come common especially when we or anyone feels the heat or exaspera-
tion of the enemy's attacks.  We lean on it’s promise for the Lord to act on 
our behalf when things have gone far enough over the top or out of our 
hands.  Isaiah 59:19b “….When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him…”. Great, we have 
God’s word on that.  But have you considered exactly what a standard is?   
What is God raising up, a flag, an ensign, a signal, or sign? Yes, all of 
these collectively are standards.   

 Now I ask you to think with me.  WHAT IF YOU ARE THE STAN-
DARD GOD WANTS TO RAISE UP?  It appears now to take on a whole 
different connotation.  I believe we must also read Isaiah 59:21 to more 
closely understand this verse.  Let us look intently at what He is saying. 
”As for me, this is my covenant with them saith the LORD; My spirit is 
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upon thee and my words which I have put in thy mouth shall not depart 
out of thy mouth nor out of the mouth of thy seed nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord from hence forth and forever  [watch this]  
until time is no more.”  The devil, our adversary, is roaming and destroy-
ing but in this previous word God is saying that He will have enough 
“ensigns”, “signs”, and “standards” throughout the ages, to raise up even 
after each generation has departed.  God’s intent is that the seed shall 
propagate His Word and His desire on the earth for every situation and for 
every circumstance.  And when they fall to their reward and return to God 
another “of-their-seed” shall pick up the “banner”, “ensign”, “flag” and 
literally become My standard for their generation… “hence forth and for-
ever” it says.   

 We will outlive satan!  I hope you are as excited as I was in learning 
this.  Not only do we win but we keep on winning.  So when He raises us 
up as a standard, and places us where we’re needed, we embody the Law 
of Moses fulfilled (His moral standard through Christ), and the grace of 
God comes in power and the authority of Jesus to effectively demonstrate 
the victory over the enemy.  We become the blood stained banner of our 
God in any situation.  Of course, God could blow and the enemy could 
dissipate or He could wave His hand and they would vanish away.  That’s 
what most of us believe about this scripture, that God will personally do 
all of this by Himself.  But God is wanting us to see that we are His stan-
dard to be lifted up.   

 God wants to add to the continuation of Christ’s resurrection victory 
by placing a simple believing Christian as a standard against the enemy to 
again enjoy the fruits of Christ’s labor over and over and over again.  We 
stand, “little ol us”, against a raging enemy who, like a flood of devasta-
tion, comes against a person or city or nation and God needs a sign or 
banner, a rallying point for His standard or His flag planted in the circle 
of your influence in His Kingdom.  Don’t you think the enemy gets irate 
when God delegates His authority through us?  We therefore become a 
sign of territorial ownership, a claim, or authority for Him.  If we can 
grasp this along with the billon or so believers on earth, we can reduce the 
gates of hell to rubble.  God’s new birth gives our new DNA incredible 
access to His standard… JESUS.  A standard per se is something that all 
things are measured by.  He is the level of quality or attainment.  (Eph. 
4:13)  “...till we come… unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ… and we are all measured up to His standards,” period.   

 For the Lord to raise us up, it is as to raise up His Word which He has 
placed in us to use and declare.  His Word is “the standard.”  His Word 
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was made flesh and became the only standard for life and godliness; that 
knowledge of what our measure is measured against qualifies us in His 
eyes to represent Him in a place to plant us as His ensign or sign in every 
situation.  Do we not think that Elijah was inserted into Zarephath at one 
of the worst times in Israel 800 years before Christ?  He sent Elijah into a 
place of poverty, hunger and death.  Oh, by the way, the enemy comes to 
kill, steal and destroy but Jesus said, “I have come that you might have 
life.”  God could have sent manna to the widow woman or ravens to her 
like He did to Elijah. Instead He sent Elijah, His standard for all Israel to 
live by and worship God by, in his days of service.  A man passionate for 
God, like you, a man against all compromise in his day, who didn’t politic 
or pull punches with his words or his deeds.   

 “Even the strongest will quake with terror and princes will flee when 
they see your battle flags.” (Isaiah 31:9 NLT)   (flags: ensigns or stan-
dard)  NIV  says, “Their stronghold will fail because of terror; at sight of 
the battle standard the commanders will panic.”  (My highlighted empha-
sis.)  This verse explains how God’s man or standard brings fear into the 
enemy.  God set him smack dab in the middle of a near-death time for a 
widow and what God had him do for her was, of course, beneficial to him.  
None of this could happen without obedience on either of their parts.  
Let’s take this further.  Now we know that the cruse of oil did not fail nor 
the barrel of meal either.  But she knows her answer was God’s Word and 
now she becomes their answer or standard because of it.  I have to believe 
(with proof) that she did not, could not nor would not hoard the blessings 
God gave her.  I imagine she now needed help, hiring those to gather 
sticks to help bake plenty of bread, in exchange for all her other essentials 
as well.  How you say? Verse 15 in the ESV, “And she went and did as 
Elijah said and she and he and her HOUSEHOLD (that’s a whole lot 
more people than started out)  ate for many days.”  There was an increase 
of people served.  She became a standard also for the Lord God.  How 
could she not bless others, her supply was unlimited.   

 God knew if He could get it to Elijah He would get it through Elijah 
and God knew if He got it to the widow He could get it through her to 
others. That is a principle mark of standard for God’s people of which she 
was one.  For the next two years, God supplied and built up her coffers for 
her and her son.  Do you really think when it rained again and the oil 
ended the meal stopped that she was once again desolate with Elijah wav-
ing goodbye saying, “OK the two years were great but you're on your own 
now”?  I don’t think so!  She sustained him by God’s command and it was 
from her outflow that they were all sustained.   Believer, God has chosen 
all His children to be a standard in this world to be ready to give out of 
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their mouths the Word and to show forth their faith to a world where the 
enemy is trying to devour them.  Get ready to stand for your Savior to rep-
resent Him as the standard to your circle of influence.  The Lord God has 
been raising up believers as standards against the enemy and He wants to 
raise you up! 
(Lynn Burling pastors Christian Faith Church in Bellville, TX. He is Texas Bishop for the 
Association of Evangelical Gospel Assemblies and President of From The Heart Minis-
tries. His teaching CDs are available at CFC Church phone: 979-865-5464. Kathy and I 
have enjoyed staying at their lovely bed and breakfast: www.somewhereintimebb.com. 
Lynn & Linda are gracious hosts.) 

Revelation of who Jesus is — both what the church is built upon and how 
He builds it. 

I. Luke 2:9-12 -----Birth- Introduction-Definition -Conception/
Foundation of the Church  

Revelation of who Jesus is - Both what the church is built upon and how 
He builds it.  

Matthew 16:13 Identity Revelation Authority Expectation  

NOTE: Paul always refers to the Christ event as birth through ascension 
& coronation.  

Verse 10,11: And the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I 
bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for 
today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord."  
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A. Savior (#4990-soter, #4982-sozo) - one who saves, one who delivers 
<Gentile>  

B. Who is Christ (#5547 - the anointed one, the Messiah) <Jews>  

1. Proper name but not proper name only-Christos  

Christ - New Testament: Strongs #5547, "anointed," translates in the Sep-
tuagint the word "Messiah," a term applied to the priests who were 
anointed with the holy oil, particularly the high priest, e.g., Leviticus 4:3, 
5, and 16. The prophets are called hoi christoi Theou, "the anointed of 
God," Psalm 105:15. A king of Israel was described upon occasion as 
Christos tou Kuriou, "the anointed of the Lord,"  

1Samuel 2:10, 35; 2 Samuel 1:14; Psalm 2:2; 18:50; Habakkuk 3:13; the 
term is used even of Cyrus, Isaiah 45:1.  

2. The title "ho Christos", "the Christ," is not used of Christ in the Septua-
gint version of the inspired books of the Old Testament. In the New Testa-
ment the word is frequently used with the article, of the Lord Jesus, as an 
appellative rather than a title, e.g., Matthew 2:4; Acts 2:31; without the 
article, Luke 2:11; 23:2; John 1:41. Three times the title was expressly 
accepted by the Lord Himself, Matthew 16:17; Mark 14:61-62; John 4:26.  

3. It is added as an appellative to the proper name "Jesus," e.g., John 17:3, 
the only time when the Lord so spoke of Himself; Acts 9:34; 1 Corin-
thians 3:11; 1 John 5:6. It is distinctly a proper name in many passages, 
whether with the article, e. g., Matthew 1:17; 11:2; Romans 7:4; 9:5; 
15:19; 1 Corinthians 1:6, or without the article, Mark 9:41; Romans 6:4; 
8:9,17; 1 Corinthians 1:12; Galatians 2:16. The single title Christos is 
sometimes used without the article to signify the One who by His holy 
Spirit and power indwells believers and molds their character in confor-
mity to His likeness, Romans 8:10; Galatians 2:20; 4:19; Ephesians 3:17. 
As to the use or absence of the article, the title with the article specifies 
the Lord Jesus as 'the Christ'; the title without the article stresses His char-
acter and His relationship with believers. Again, speaking generally, when 
the title is the subject of a sentence it has the article; when it forms part of 
the predicate the article is absent. See also Jesus. (Vine's Expository Dic-
tionary of Biblical Word, Copyright ©1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)  

C. The Lord (2962 - Kurios) - one who exercises supreme authority 
(Global authority/ All men everywhere) It is very often used to describe a 
King.  

The Church has taught and applied a focus only on the individual, per-
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sonal meaning of Lord. Every Believer would say "Amen!" to the declara-
tion that Jesus is Lord but in their mind the definition of that would mean 
only that since He is Lord, then they need to give more of themselves to 
His Lordship-a very personal and individual application. This misapplica-
tion, while honorable, is not complete! The word kurios is about more 
than one individual. The introduction of Jesus by the angels was very spe-
cific in the use of the three words that describe His nature and His very 
identity. He IS the Savior. He IS the Christ. He IS Lord. The word kurios 
is about the King of the Kingdom of God that has now invaded the Earth 
realm intending to confront and conquer every system, philosophy, spiri-
tual stronghold, religion, institution, government or ANY entity, natural or 
spiritual, that is anti-Christian in its nature. THAT is the meaning of Jesus 
is Lord.  

The Church has a great revelation of Jesus as Savior. The Church has a 
great revelation of Jesus as The Christ. The Church has a dramatic lack of 
revelation of Jesus as Lord /King. There has been such an emphasis on the 
personal individual application of Lord, that it has handicapped the 
Church. The other huge crippling factor has been the popular concept of 
applying everything about Jesus as King, as ruler, as Lord and as con-
queror only to the future period of time after He physically returns. These 
two perspectives are misconceptions and misapplications of Scripture. The 
Lord Jesus Christ has one thing on His mind today---total galactic domi-
nation!  

Note:  

Matthew 16: I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it ... Isaiah 2: In the last days, the mountain of the House of the 
Lord shall arise ....  

Isaiah 9: "of the increase of His Kingdom there shall be no end ... "  

Kings have a domain & a jurisdiction of authority.  

Jesus is building his Ecclesia. The government of Hell does not have the 
capability to prevail against his church. The way Jesus is building his 
church is in direct proportion to the revelation that his people have of His 
identity. The exchange between Jesus and Peter was about that specific 
revelation. The revelation that Peter had would be what Jesus would build 
on. Luke 2 is the most specific explanation of who Jesus is. The angels 
introduced him as Savior, Christ and Lord. The word "Lord" is the Greek 
word for "King", not a word about an individual relationship but about the 
authority and position of Jesus. The church is desperate for a revelation of 
Him as King!  
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II. Death Burial Resurrection - Conquest       Psalm 24 - all the earth  

Ascension and coronation as King would be next!  

Hebrews 2:14 - "that through death He might render powerless him who 
had the power of death, that is, the devil,"  

Ephesians 1:19-23 - "when He raised Him & seated Him far above all 
principalities"  

Philippians 2:10 - "name which is above every name"  

Colossians 2:10 - "He is the head over all rule & authority  

Psalm 110  

III. Matthew 28:18 - Great Commission  

All Authority - has been given to me  

Authority (#1849 - exousia) = legitimate right to rule, the right of govern-
ment  

Authority - noun:  

1. Exousia New Testament: 1849 denotes "authority" (from the imper-
sonal verb exesti, "it is lawful"). From the meaning of "leave or permis-
sion, " or liberty of doing as one pleases, it passed to that of " the ability 
or strength with which one is endued," then to that of the "power of au-
thority,"  

2. The right to exercise power, e.g., Matthew 9:6; 21:23; 2 Corinthians 
10:8; or "the power of rule or government, " the power of one whose will 
and commands must be obeyed by others, e.g., Matthew 28:18; John 17:2; 
Jude 25; Revelation 12:10; 17:13;  

3. More specifically of apostolic "authority," 2 Corinthians 10:8; 13:10; 
the "power" of judicial decision, John 19:10; - JESUS BEFORE PILATE  

4. Of "managing domestic affairs," Mark 13:34. (from Vine's Expository 
Dictionary of Biblical Word, Copyright ©1985, Thomas Nelson Publish-
ers)  

   a. "All Authority .... has been given to me both in heaven and earth" (It 
meant ALL!!!)  

Heaven = entire spiritual realm not only the throne room of God  

Earth = entire natural realm not only planet Earth  

Total Scope of His Jurisdiction!! = Every Realm  
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   b. "Go therefore ... "  

 1. The authority given to Him now delegated to THE CHURCH  

 2. Direct correlation/ connection to HIS authority and therefore  

 3. HIS authority now authorizes them AND commands them  

   c. "Make disciples" (#3100 matheteuo) = to enroll as a pupil in order to    
 teach  

   d. "Of all nations" (#1486 ethnos)  

How Disciples Are Made 

Baptizing them ....  

Note - baptism is a New Testament teaching of expression of conversion. 
This insures Jesus is not just talking about making sure the nations are 
taught the principles of His Kingdom or the social moral ethics.  

Teaching them (#1321 didasco)  

Observing all that I commanded you (goal of disciple making!)  

Matthew 9:38 - Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers into His harvest."  

IV. Pentecost - Acts 2:29-36: Coronation (Heaven/ Throne) Jesus  

--Acts 2:36: Commencement (Earth/ Church)  
36 Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." (If He is Lord and Christ, He 
IS Savior as in Luke 2)  

A. Christ ascended-------------Christ Conquered @ Death, Burial & Resur-
rection  

B. Christ Exalted----------------Christ Crowned @ Pentecost (Coronation)  

Psalm 110: "The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand until I make 
your enemies your footstool." This was The Father declaring to His risen, 
ascended and now enthroned and exalted King Son to now sit at His right 
hand upon the throne of David. Christ Jesus is to remain seated there until 
all His enemies are under His feet!  

ALSO ... notice the other verses in Psalm 110! Verse 2 - “the Lord will 
stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying RULE IN THE 
MIDST OF YOUR ENEMIES!"  
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He is both Lord and Christ ... He is ruling as King now ... He has author-
ized us to expand His Kingly authority into every realm and region both 
spiritual and geographical.  

His jurisdiction is endless, is without limits and He has sent us into the 
earth to disciple whole nations!!  

Also:  

Colossian 1:13 - translated us into His kingdom  

Matthew 16:13-20 - given us the keys to the kingdom  

Ephesians 1:22 - He has been made Head over all things ... to the Church  

Ephesians 2:6 - we are seated with Him = Position of the Church  

Remember! When Paul describes the Christ Event in his epistles, Paul 
never speaks only of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, he always 
describes it as the death, burial, resurrection, ascension and exaltation 
(enthronement). His description never stops at death, burial and resurrec-
tion alone.  

([Further installments of this manual on this subject will appear in future issues of SEEC 
Magazine.] Bob Long is the founder and overseer of Rally Call Ministries and Rally Call 
Center in Austin, Texas. He is committed to being a spiritual father to the next generation 
of Ephesians 4 leaders through true apostolic relationships, training and impartation. The 
primary vehicle for leadership training is expressed through Rally Call Institute, a multi-
faceted apostolic School of the Spirit in Austin,TX. Bob is also the Director of New Testa-
ment Church Leadership at Christ For The Nations Institute in Dallas,TX and serves on 
the Apostolic Leadership Team of FMCI. This article was taken from his class manual 
“Liberating Nations”. Bob’s Website:  www.rallycall.net ) 

 

 May  the people of God be  like yeast 
growing in the dough and permeating 
arts  and  entertainment,  business, 
education, family, government, media 
and  religion.  May  we  influence  the 
present  culture  with  the  love,  com‐
passion, authority and wisdom of the 
rule of God. 

“He  used  another  illustration.  “The 
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman mixed  into a  large amount of 
flour  until  the  yeast worked  its way 
through  all  the  dough.”  (Matt.13:33, 
GW) 

May the Lord God Most High illumine 
your path, your thoughts, your future 
so  that  you  do  not  stumble  but  go 
forward  in  truth and purpose and be 
a  beacon  piercing  the  darkness  of 
others.  

“For You cause my lamp to be lighted 
and  to  shine;  The  Lord my God  illu‐
mines my darkness.” (Ps.18:28, Amp) 



SEEC  Magazine          22           December2015/January2016        

 

 The battle for political control of America comes and goes, and 
history is made; but the battle for righteousness, truth, and the pur-
poses of God is ongoing. The fight continues to bring God's kingdom 
to the level He desires it to be on the earth. Regardless of the condi-
tions on earth, the battle is still the Lord's, and the victory is to those 
who place their trust and faith in His promises.  

There are three areas of spiritual initiative in which the people of God 
must be active to ensure victory in this battle.  

1. Intercession  

2. Prophetic revelation  

3. Engagement or action  

 We must begin by interceding for God's revelation. Revelation is 
the revealed strategy from the Holy Spirit for the battle. The church 
will not win without God's strategy. I believe God's people are inter-
ceding, and much prayer is going up on behalf of the kingdom. But 
the victory won't be won by intercession alone. God's strategy comes 
through intercession and materializes when we put it into action by 
obedience to all God reveals.  

 Intercession is the lifeline of spiritual advancement for the king-
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dom. It has been amazing how God has raised an army of intercessors 
over the past years. God will not allow these prayers to go unan-
swered. This intercession is being stored in heaven until an appropri-
ate time, when God will act with great authority (Revelation 5:8; 8:3-
6). The timing of all things belongs to the Father (Acts 1:7). In the 
fullness of His time, God will act. It is important to continue to stand 
in the gap and make up the hedge with intercessions for moral values, 
family values, biblical marriage, and conservative ideology as defined 
in our society today. God has power over the political affairs of men 
and nations (Daniel 4:27-37, especially verses 32 and 37). In the end, 
He will prevail.  

 There are three basic ways intercession is initiated to affect the 
outcome of the kingdom of God on earth.  

1. Through the initiative of the individual Christian as he or 
she sees the needs around them, establishing a routine sched-
ule of prayer.  

2. By the initiative of the Holy Spirit as He sends a "spirit of 
intercession" to an individual or group for a special need or 
situation.  

3. By the call of the leadership of the body of Christ to join 
together in unity at special times or events to intercede for 
particular needs.  

 All of these are essential in seeing the manifestation of God. He 
uses individual Christians in intercession, His Holy Spirit to stimulate 
intercession, and leadership in the body of Christ to initiate interces-
sion.  

 Revelation comes out of intercession. as we seek to know God's 
will, purpose, and direction. God only reveals Himself in directive 
revelation to those who call on Him (Jeremiah 33:3; 29:11-14). The 
prophetic revelation of God is essential to knowing the strategy for 
battle. Those who are spiritually conditioned in their hearts will hear 
the voice of God and be given the battle plans for the future. I thank 
God for those God has raised up in this generation to prophetically 
proclaim the revelation knowledge for this hour. We must tune our 
ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church (Revelation 2 and 
3). We will perish if we do not receive this revelation. (Hosea 4:6).  

 As God’s people seek for and desire His revelation and strategy, 
then they can move by the power of the Holy Spirit to do battle. Do-
ing battle without the Lord's strategy will end in confusion and disap-
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pointment. I believe the body of Christ is interceding, but now they 
need unified strategy that is not the ideas of humankind but the genu-
ine revelation of God in what to do and how to win the war. However, 
the church is still too divided to implement a successful strategy for 
battle. But God is preparing a remnant to see success in this battle.  

 The prayer that needs to be prayed is that of Jesus in John 17. It is 
important to remember that greater is He who is in us than one who is 
in the world (1 John 4:4). So moving from intercession, to revelation 
(strategy), to engagement, and to action are essential steps we need to 
take in confronting the ideologies of those who oppose the Word of 
God and His plans for this nation and the world.  

 I deeply appreciate my wife, Mavis, with her gifts of intercession 
and prophetic insights. She is an inspiration to me to move into spiri-
tual warfare, and she shows me determination to win the victory over 
every situation of life. We often spend mornings in prayer, reading 
the Word, and asking God for revelation knowledge to fulfill His pur-
pose in our lives, for those to whom we minister, and for the nation. 
We are witnessing God's revelation of His purpose and are receiving 
confirmation from those with whom we minister. I want to share 
some of these revelations.  

 One morning as we were interceding and taking communion, 
Mavis asked the Lord, "Lord, why do you let the pot of wickedness 
boil over before you turn the fire down?" As we continued to pray, the 
Lord told me,  

I let the pot boil over so my people will know the serious-
ness of the condition at hand. An overflowing, boiling pot 
gets attention and demands a response. A boiling pot is over-
flowing in America. I need my people to respond in interces-
sion and engage in warfare, standing against the evil. The 
prayers of my people, along with their actions to resist this 
evil, will move my hand to turn the fire down.  

 I believe we have not done all we can in this area or the fire 
would be turned down. We can't solve our problems unless we seek 
God and His strategy for turning down the fire. God will not respond 
to complacency. The pot will continue to boil over until we are 
united to take action.  

 Another morning we were praying, and God began to bring reve-
lation into my spirit. The Lord spoke to me as I meditated.  

Elijah thought he was alone in his situation on Mount Car-
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mel and in his battle with the priest of Baal and Jezebel. But 
I said to Elijah, "No, I have seven thousand prophets who 
have not bowed their knee to Baal." (1 Kings 19:14, 18)  

 In the last few years, it has been emphasized that the major spirit 
over America is the spirit of Baal.  

I began to pray,  

Lord, send your fire in a supernatural way and show Your-
self to be the God who is more powerful than Baal. Destroy 
the priests of Baal. Let the nations know you intervene in 
the affairs of humankind. You raise up, and You put down." 
Then I cried out with a voice of authority, "Let God arise 
and His enemies be scattered" (Psalm 68:1-3).  

 The Lord replied, "Read Jeremiah 14 and 15." I read it in several 
versions. I recommend you read it also. The setting was a time of 
drought in the nation of Judah because of their sin. God had withheld 
His blessings and gave the reasons why. Jeremiah sought to stand in 
intercession for the nation. God responded with a hard word, indicat-
ing it was too late for the nation, but He would save a remnant. The 
people cried out in repentance, but God resisted their pleas. In chap-
ter 15 verse 14 (NKJV), God says, "For a fire is kindled in my anger, 
Which shall burn upon you." The New Living Testament translates it 
as "For my anger blazes like a fire that will burn forever."  

 In chapter 15 verse 11 God makes Jeremiah a promise: “I will take 
care of you, Jeremiah. Your enemies will ask you to plead on their behalf 
in the time of trouble and distress." In the New King James Version, it 
reads, "Surely it will be well with your remnant." In the New International 
Version, it reads, "Surely I will deliver you for a good purpose."  

 Jeremiah represents the remnant of God's people who are the true in-
tercessors with the heart for righteousness. God will take care of them, 
because He has a good purpose for them.  

 The fight continues to bring God's kingdom to the level He desires it 
to be on the earth. Regardless of the conditions on earth, the battle is still 
the Lord's, and the victory is to those who place their trust and faith in 
His promises.  

(This article was taken from Dr. Lewis’ new book The Essence Of God’s Kingdom. It is 
available on Amazon. Dr. Elwyn Lewis and his wife, Mavis, are overseers of Kingdom 
Living Church Ministries International. KLCMI is Five Fold teaching and mentoring minis-
try. Contact: [New Address] 3003 S. Peach Hollow Circle, Pearland, TX 77584 * 713-436-
3394: elwynlewis1@sbcglobal.net ) 
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 Yes, it has come to this: Be vigilant - keenly watchful to detect dan-
ger; ever awake and alert; sleeplessly watchful. (dictionary.com) Let me go 
ahead and say, this is not a “you deserve a spanking for allowing the 
world to go down the toilet” article.  Rather this article is aimed at being 
an alarm clock to wake up God’s sleeping giants to war! Is that you? 
Well, you’re the one reading this right now, and that is NO COINCI-
DENCE! So, here’s your wake up call, you beautiful heavenly-Change-
Agent, you! What is a heavenly Change-Agent? It’s one who makes a dif-
ference wherever they are because they carry Heaven in them.  When I 
say Heaven, I mean one who carries the original intent of God wherever 
they go.  What is God’s original intent? Heaven on earth, a Kingdom 
without end (Luke 1:31-33).  The difference between our Change-Agents 
and the ones making the news right now is that we cause life, healing, 
peace, hope, restoration—not death and destruction!   

 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:2) That’s a Change-Agent’s 
life right there.  We PROVE the good, acceptable and perfect will of 
God.  How? By changing our thought habits.  We meditate on God’s will, 
His original intent for this earth.  We stop fixating on the enemy’s war 
around us by realizing his war has intensified because he is feeling the 
pressure of this never-ending Kingdom in Luke 1.  We turn our thoughts 
toward that powerful fact.  We engage in power, love, and a sound mind 
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by dumping fear-thoughts that have wreaked havoc (2 Timothy 1:7).  This 
is all possible in our lifetime!  

 We are not sissies.  We have the DNA, the breath of THE all powerful 
God in us.  We can be that Change-Agent wherever we are! Here’s some-
thing else about a Change-Agent: they stay in their ordained sphere and 
deposit heaven there.  They do not go running all over the world looking 
for the bad guys.  Just imagine Change-Agents waking up all over the 
world carrying the atmosphere of the Kingdom right in their own re-
gion.  This Kingdom is way more potent than any other kingdom we see 
activated right now, so can you imagine what this thing is about to look 
like?! I’m getting excited over here! 

 The beauty is you just live your personal Jeremiah 29:11, and watch 
God.  All you have to do is do what you were born to do, and stop allow-
ing fear to guide your life.  You see, fear makes you think you don’t have 
anything specific to do, you missed it, you don’t deserve it.  God has an 
original intent for you personally that is absolutely connected to His origi-
nal intent for this earth.  

 Hey, you can fast fear! It’s true! Set your mind to it and watch how 
aware you become of fear in your life.  It’s amazing how interwoven that 
stinker is.  But when you become aware, you can do something about 
it.  You can take your rightful place in the driver’s seat by forcing fear 
out.  Ask the Holy Spirit to point it out, then you replace it with 
truth.  You replace fear with God’s original intent for your life, thoughts 
of peace to give you an expected end (Jer. 29:11).  This is not necessarily 
an overnight change, it takes time.  It’s a process well worth it, but you 
can still be an agent of change in the middle of your process.  How? By 
listening to the Father and doing/saying what He tells you (John 5:19). 

 It’s time for Change-Agents to wake up and be Heaven on earth.  WE 
can do this because it’s Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts. (Zechariah 4:6)     

 Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and 
would like nothing better than to catch you napping. Keep your guard up. 
You’re not the only one plunged into these hard times. It’s the same with 
Christians all over the world. So keep a firm grip on the faith. The suffer-
ing won’t last forever. It won’t be long before this generous God who has great 
plans for us in Christ—eternal and glorious plans they are!—will have you put 
together and on your feet for good. He gets the last word; yes, He does. (1 Peter 
5:8-11, The Message) It won’t be long before this generous God who has great 
plans for us in Christ will have you put together and on your feet for good. He 
gets the last word; yes, he does. 
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 The young woman was in the throes of birth pangs and she was 
screaming at the top of her lungs for relief. She and her husband had taken 
classes over the previous months and he was supposed to be coaching her 
with her breathing. She had him by the chest hairs, calling him names and 
demanding this thing be over with as quickly and painlessly as possible. 
The young man had never seen his quiet, little, soft-spoken wife like this 
in all the six years of their marriage. The nurse grabbed the young man’s 
shoulder and said sir, “You must tell your wife to breathe, breathe!” He 
turned to the nurse, grabbing her by the shoulders and, totally exasperated, 
yelled, “Breathe, breathe nothing! We want off this program!” 

 The beauty and unity of her assisted birth by her husband was so ide-
ally desired that they could not imagine anything that could possibly upset 
the serene, well-planned event that would make the memory of a lifetime 
for them and their precious child. But when difficulties arose and comfort 
zones were totally surpassed by the rude reality of the moment, they both 
decided that they wanted off the program.  

 Listening to some Christians talk at church, in the marketplace and in 
social media, at the end of the day, it sounds like they have decided they 
“want off the program”. Their terminology accompanied by accents of 
fear leaves the impression that they have completely forgotten the man-
date of our LORD, “Go ye into all the world” (i.e., all seven mountains of 
influence in culture to establish the government and culture of Jehovah) 
and have opted for “get off the program—get off the planet”. One thing 
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western Christianity must continually contend with is the desire to get off the 
planet every time our comfort zones appear to be threatened. A couple of 
Walmart closures had some Christians so upset that they believed most of 
what misguided and mischievous people on the internet were attempting to 
perpetrate about the closures and were ready to go to heaven. While they 
were ready to go to heaven, creation continued to groan for manifestation of 
the sons of God (Rom.8:19, 22) rather than the departure of God’s sons for 
some place more comfortable. Since when is fear, of any kind, to be the rule 
upon which the decision to opt in or opt out of Christ’s mandate tolerable? 
Somehow, it is very difficult to imagine Apostle Paul having a nervous break-
down over a colorful moon or the inability to purchase kosher food right in 
one’s own neighborhood. Until the mandate of The Lord is fulfilled 
(Ps.110:1), there is no option offered to “get off this program”. There is no 
scripture that says, “Be ye slackers and fearful so things can get worse 
qu i cke r  so  t he  co ming  o f  t he  Lo rd  can  happen 
sooner.” (Gen.15:1;Deut.20:3;31:6;Josh.1:7;2Chron.32:7;Lk.12:7;12:32; 
Rev.1:17) Jesus said, “Go ye” (Matt.28:19) and He never said, “Come back”. 

 BUT, wait, I think I found a SECRET in John 8! ”Jesus said to the peo-
ple, ‘I am the Light of the world. So if you follow me, you won’t be stumbling 
through the darkness, for living light will flood your path.’”  (Jn.8:12, LB) The 
greater the darkness, the brighter the light. You cannot turn on darkness and get 
light to flee but you can turn on light and watch darkness flee. 

 While there are people in every generation who have illusions and fears 
about moons, celebrations and calendar dates, let us all fear GOD and walk be-
fore Him uprightly through all the comings and goings of signs and dates and 
books and CDs. In spite of illusions, may the people of God live fruitfully and 
effectively while perfect love is casting out fear created by those illusions 
(1Jn.4:18). “But against all illusion and fantasy and empty talk There’s always 
this rock foundation: Fear God!” (Eccl.5:7, Msg) 

 Dates, predictions and signs come and go in every generation and during and 
after the book writing and prophesying of it all, and after the hubbub, frenzy, fear 
and debates subside, creation is still left groaning for the manifestation of the 
sons of God. We are surrounded by masses who wish their lives were different. It 
would not do creation nor the miserable masses an ounce of good for sons of God 
to be manifest somewhere out there in the distant, eternal future. Creation is not 
groaning for the cessation of time but for the benefits received when the King’s 
sons rule wisely and authoritatively with their Father’s character in real time, in 
present circumstances (Matt.10:7-8; Mk.16:17-20). 

 “I know the plans that I have for you, declares the LORD. They are plans for 
peace and not disaster, plans to give you a future filled with hope.” (Jer.29:11, 
GW) God’s plans for His own continue regardless of present circumstances. Con-
sider: (1) Israel went through the bottom of the Red Sea on dry ground. The Red 
Sea, the water, was prevented from functioning like water. Though Israel was 
surrounded by water, it did not function like water where they were concerned. 
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The same water (circumstances) functioned like water upon Pharaoh’s army but 
not on Israel (Cf.Ex.8:22-23;9:4,26;10:22-23;11:7;Isa.60:1-3). God Almighty 
caused water to act differently, He altered circumstances, because it was required 
to fulfill His promises and get His people to destiny. (2) Though surrounded by 
fire Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were unharmed and did not even smell 
like smoke. Regardless that actual fire was present all around them, touching 
them, it did not function like fire where they were concerned. It functioned nor-
mally upon the men who threw them in but not on the three Hebrews. (3) Though 
surrounded by lions, Daniel was completely unharmed. The lions did not function 
like lions – they were present, they were still lions with all the capabilities of li-
ons but did not function like lions as long as Daniel was present. It would be dif-
ficult in those settings to say that these people were not manifested. All through 
the Bible people were preserved and manifested regardless of undesirable circum-
stances. They were not removed but manifested and participants in those altered 
circumstances (Cf. Esther). Regardless the apparent circumstances, God brought 
His people through. 

 The Lord has promised to keep His own, even with flood waters rising and 
moons changing to various colors. Even with the threat of financial and interna-
tional upheaval, God Almighty will keep your life. “The Lord will keep you from 
all evil; He will keep your life. 8 The Lord will keep your going out and your 
coming in from this time forth and forevermore.” (Ps.121:7-8,Amp) 

 Faithful God who set the seasons in undeniable order remains on His throne 
so that His order and purposes will be accomplished in the earth. As certainly as 
there is a summer that turns into fall and a fall that turns into winter there is One 
who sits above the machinations of unregenerate, self-serving men. People of 
faith will, therefore, align themselves with His order and contradict the disorder 
of faithlessness—step by step and day by day. “While the earth remains, seed-
time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night shall not 
cease.” (Gen.8:22, Amp) 

 May the people of God, in all seasons and locations be salt that savors bland, 
hopeless lives bringing life and hope for today and tomorrow. “Let me tell you 
why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-
flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? 
You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.” (Matt.5:13, Msg) 

 May the people of God be light shining in darkness. May He send them to 
those who are stumbling around in the darkness without answers so that they may 
believe and know The Answer. ”And the light shineth in darkness…” (Jn.1:5, 
KJV) v.6- There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. v.7- The same 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might 
believe. 

 Regardless the moon, the trial or the circumstance, Faithful God remains 
faithful to His Word and His people. “God is faithful (reliable, trustworthy, and 
therefore ever true to His promise, and He can be depended on); by Him you 
were called into companionship and participation with His Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” (1Cor.1:9, Amp) 
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Our calendar has been filling up
After the magazine goes out.
Please check Marty’s FaceBook Page
and martygabler.com for dates.
We also serve on presbyteries,
councils and prayer groups during
the week that we don’t post.
Thank you for your prayers as
we travel. –Marty & Kathy

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS
Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.

Check Marty’s FaceBook page for updates or our blog page:  martygabler.com
PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  US

Marty & Kathy invite you to 

Kingdom Equipping 
Congress 2016 
March 2-4, 2016 
Marty & Kathy Gabler, Jim 
Hodges, Simon Purvis, 
Melissa Gabler, Dr. Don 
Crum 

Dec. 6 * Lufkin, TX
Word of Life Teaching Center
Teacher:  Simon Purvis
Kathy teaching  10:00a.m.
ch. 936-639-2000
Meeting at The Haven
411 Shepherd St.
Lufkin, TX  75901
wol-luf@consolidated.net

Dec. 13 * Buffalo, TX
Celebration Church
Pastors Chuck & Lynn Davis
Marty & Kathy ministering  
10a.m.
1984 Hwy 79 W
Buffalo, TX  75831
Phone: 903-322-3997
www.celebrationch.org

Dec. 27 * Willis, TX
Grace International Church   
10a.m.
Pastors: Joe & Virgie Bogue
Marty giving 2016 Declarations
www.graceic.org 
936-856-2455

Jan.1 —Happy & Blessed
New Year! 

Jan. 17 * Cedar Park, TX
Dickinson Home Church * 
6:00p.m.
Info: Don Dickinson
Kathy speaking
512-267-2106

May your home be a place 
throughout this season 
and may your family be 
like warm coals that 
release warmth to one 
another and also those 
who are shivering under 
the coldness of 
hopelessness, illness and 
despair. May those 
struggling in cold despair 
find you and your family 
like a warm fire to sit 
beside.
“...like coals that give 
warmth… like a fire that 
you may sit beside.” 
(Isa.47:14, EXB)



martygabler.com  *  seecministries.org 

seecministries.org   *   Email: mail@seecministries.org *  martygabler.com 

SEEC Ministries International          PO Box 298           Coldspring, TX  77331-0298 

Marty & Kathy invite you to 

Kingdom Equipping 
Congress 2016 
March 2-4, 2016 
Marty & Kathy Gabler, Jim 
Hodges, Simon Purvis, Melissa 
Gabler, Dr. Don Crum 

————————— 
More info: martygabler.com 
Click tab at top of page. 


