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Song 2:11  Look around you: 
Winter is over; the winter rains 
are over, gone! 
Song 2:12  Spring flowers are in 
blossom all over. The whole 
world's a choir--and singing! 
Spring warblers are filling the 
forest with sweet arpeggios. 
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 I believe we are in a transition moving from a religious mindset that 
views  church as meetings that satisfy an obligation to God to realizing we 
are all sons of God gathering to be effectual, by living our lifetime dem-
onstrating His Kingdom come and will being done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  This is not a new transition. It’s just a time of greater momentum 
with more obvious results and changes.  The yeast is spreading, permeat-

ing our understanding. (Matt. 13:33) 

 So many challenges church leaders are facing are signals of how 
much this transition is needed:  finances decreasing, the same number of 
broken families in church as out, local churches losing respect and influ-
ence  in the community and people losing motivation to be a part of the 
local church.  Rather than be discouraged, we can take these things as a 
sign that is time to take new ground.  If we will move from traditional ex-
pectations and limitations to sonship,  we’ll move into the empowerment 
of relationship where people are no longer just members of a church but 
Sons of God gathering to strengthen and equip and be enabled to serve 

their place of purpose and calling in life. 

 Of course, this is going to pivot on the individual believer getting this 
and maturing into a confident Father/son relationship.  That’s a relation-
ship that cannot be shaken by mistakes or failures, a bond that cannot be 
weakened by hard times and a relationship that can’t be manipulated by 
accusation or condemnation.  Condemnation is probably the #1 most suc-
cessful tool against Christians because it causes people to live like 
yoyo’s—up one minute, down the next—vitally involved one month and 
feeling totally disqualified the next.  Condemnation is deadly because it measures 
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your salvation by your behavior and disqualifies you with every error, sin or fail-
ure.  Here’s a key:   condemnation can only do you damage when your focus is 
works and behavior instead of relationship.   Sons know they don’t get into the 
family by being perfect, so they don’t fear being de-sonned because of imperfec-
tion. Condemnation always connects your behavior to your self-worth, but God 
doesn’t.  So, mature sons must learn to think like their Father and not remain an 

immature son who is likely to disinherit himself. 

 The answer to the question,  “If God be for us, who can be against us?” is 
self—self that is not confident that God is for us, self that builds a case of 
“WHY” God shouldn’t be for us, and self that is so captive that he can’t see God 
is bigger than his issues. That self won’t let God be for us.  So, then self can turn 
you into a victim instead of a son.  Victims don’t see themselves as God sees 
them.  The victim-mentality is an old, worn path all the way back to the Garden.  
The first question God ever asked a man was, “Where are you?” That was not 
because God didn’t know where Adam was.  He was asking, “Where are you that 
you are avoiding Me?”  The second question was, “Who told you you were na-
ked?  Why have you condemned  yourself?”  The third question was, "Did you 
eat the fruit that I told you not to eat?"  “Have you been disobedient, son?”  In-
stead of owning up as a confident son, Adam became a victim and answered:  
“This woman YOU gave me did it.”  Poor Adam was “unjustly suffering” be-

cause of a woman God created, and he saw himself  victim-like not son-like. 

 It’s possible to hear more talk about victims around the church than sons,  
victim of circumstances, of  poverty, of illness, of ex-
perience and of devils.  Even people’s eschatology can 
make them a victim if they believe they’re helpless in 
a deteriorating ecology and economy and hopeless in a 
world that cannot be what God created it to be and 
they cannot expect to overcome darkness but must 

eventually cry “uncle” and escape! Then victim is a logical condition, but it’s not 
a son’s condition! There is no denying that we can be victimized by experiences 
in life.  We can be done wrong, attacked and suffer pain and injustice, but there is 
still no wisdom in taking on a victim mindset of never being able to overcome the 

damage done.    

 So, one major change we see coming to the Body of Christ is maturing be-
yond a defensive posture.  Whether they see themselves as victims or not, too 
many believers function from mainly a defensive posture.  I know the word 
“offense” is offensive in church circles, but I’m using it like a football term with 
offensive and defensive players.  Defense is focused on blocking the enemy’s 
success.  Offense is pushing toward a goal rather than defending one.  The King-
dom of God in action changes us to sons who make offensive moves to take 
ground in our own lives and in our sphere of responsibility.  We have to learn to 

think and plan offensively.  

 I believe that part of maturing as sons is moving from a defensive to an of-
fensive  perspective.   An example is in the BEATITUDES  (which can be con-
sidered the constitution of the Kingdom).   Mat 5:3, "Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Being poor in spirit might seem to be 

 Victim is a logi-
cal condition, 
but it’s not a 
son’s condition. 
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a needy and defensive posture at first.  In fact, listen to the Amplified Version of 

that scripture: 

Mat 5:3, Happy, to be envied, are the poor in spirit (the humble, who rate them-
selves insignificant), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [and that implies to 
most . . . for they will get to heaven someday].  Many churched people probably 
wouldn’t flinch at hearing we must see ourselves  as insignificant to get to 
heaven someday!  How many holes do we have to shoot in that to kill it?  Insig-
nificance won’t get anybody to heaven!  You get there through the Blood of Je-
sus and there’s nothing insignificant about that.  What value or possible benefit 
or godly characteristic is there in “seeing yourself as insignificant?” Insignificant 
is not the same as humble. Insignificance never thinks about making a differ-
ence!  Insignificance won’t demonstrate the Kingdom!  How  is that like our 

example, Jesus? 

 We move from defense to offense in our mindset by realizing that the poor 
in spirit are not the insignificant but those who know they are bankrupt without 
Him and therefore welcome adoption as a son and gladly receive the key to their 
Father’s household and submit to His rule of power and government order.  

There is no insignificance in that scenario. 

 Let’s  take another turn from defensive to of-
fensive in the constitution of the Kingdom, in Matt 
5.  As surely as meekness generates the blessing of 
earthly inheritance in v. 5, and being pure in heart 
generates the blessing of seeing God show up in v. 
8, just so v. 10 tells us what generates Kingdom 
power in our lives:  Blessed are they who are per-

secuted for righteousness sake!  For theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.   

 Happy and to be envied are those pursued with harassment or oppressive 
treatment because they have aligned with righteousness.   What is the blessing?  
God’s  governmental  power IS (present tense) theirs.  His authority and authori-
zation and strategic wisdom and supernatural resources are, present tense, theirs.  
(As well as now-power, v. 12 extends the blessing to future reward in heaven 

also.)   

 Let’s back up a minute and see how this scripture unfolds.  The root of this 
blessing is righteousness.  Righteousness is an offensive move toward a God-
goal, and the persecution is generated because of it.  This verse does not say, 
blessed are the persecuted for theirs is the kingdom.  Many have made persecu-
tion the focus and left people with a tendency to glorify persecution, even if the 
conflict is not about righteousness!  For example, it’s not about righteousness 
when a zealous person wants to witness to get another notch in their pistol and 
they take every opportunity to throw pearls before swine (Matt 7:6). That’s per-
secution for obnoxiousness’ sake.  In the office, when a Pharisaical legalist 
points out every sin and calls down hellfire, he’s persecuted for condemnation’s 
sake.  The zealot and legalist are not being persecuted for righteousness’ sake!  
However, from the ripple effect, even though these people have misrepresented 
God and generated their own persecution and bruises, they become the defensive 

 Part of maturing 
as sons is moving 
from a defensive 
to an offensive  
perspective.    
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victim, and being a defensive victim is a common view of Christianity, but not 

sonship. 

 Sentiment may tell us that being persecuted is the same as being a victim or 
even a martyr, but according to this beatitude, persecution for righteousness’ sake 
actually marks the point of empowerment, where the blessings of the Kingdom,  
that is the power of His order and unlimited resources open to us.  This scripture 
tells us we have the option to see persecution defensively or offensively, as vic-
timization or empowerment.  Spending our life pressing toward the mark and 
taking a righteous ground,  will involve persecution in the process, but persecu-
tion is not a goal, and God certainly never intended us to develop a victim’s  ex-

pectation  that draws it. 

 Actually, persecution for righteousness’ sake is evidence that you are a King-
dom agent caught in the crossfire. The real target is a righteous deposit of God’s 
purpose in history.  Now that’s not to minimize persecution or say that being in 
the crossfire is fun or easy.  It wasn’t easy for Esther when she was caught in 
such crossfire, but she did not throw up her hands and take on a victim-attitude.  
Persecution does not equal “victim” or “martyr.” We should not automatically 

just cower.  Esther didn’t, and we can learn from her.  The 
opposite of being a victim is to fight wisely, activate God’s 
countermeasures and get a God-strategy. Daniel and the 
three Hebrews were persecuted in the crossfire of King 
Darius’ corrupt court, but a victim would have been a lion’s 

lunch or crispy fried chicken in the fiery furnace. 

 David was caught in the crossfire between King 
Saul and Israel’s destiny, but he had already been trained not to be a victim of a 
lion, nor a bear, nor a giant and now... a king.  He did not stumble into Saul’s 
grasp, but he fought wisely.  He dodged the spear, hid cunningly and acted a lu-
natic when necessary.  Nor did he act like a victim and lash out at the king.  He 
was surrounded by God’s countermeasures: 400 distressed men and mighty war-

riors and the king’s own son. 

 Stephen, caught in the crossfire between tradition and truth, disempowered 
his enemies, even while being stoned by refusing to play the victim in attitude.  
He finished his stand for righteousness and prevailed through the countermeasure 

of forgiveness! 

 Jesus, caught in the crossfire between the Old Covenant and New Covenant 
was persecuted by the Pharisees. Yet He never empowered them by seeing Him-
self as a victim.  He declared their limitations openly, saying they could not take 

His life. He was confident of His unlimited, supernatural backing. 

 Persecution for righteousness’ sake will never produce a victim legacy, 
rather,  a legacy of warriors who eventually displace systems, principalities, pow-
ers and spiritual wickedness.  That’s making offensive moves and taking ground. 

That’s the Kingdom in action. 

(Kathy and Melissa did a team-teaching on “Offense: The Kingdom In Action” at the Con-

cerning The Kingdom Conference 2013. It is available on CD or MP3 file.) 

 The real target 
is a righteous 
deposit of 
God’s purpose 
in history. 
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 1Cor 10:1-11 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our 
fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and all 

were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  and all ate the 

same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were 

drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was 

Christ.  Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for 

they were laid low in the wilderness.  Now these things happened as ex-

amples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. 

Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "THE PEO-

PLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY."  

Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand 

fell in one day.  Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were 

destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were 

destroyed by the destroyer.  Now these things happened to them as an ex-

ample, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of 

the ages have come.  

 The people of the Old Covenant of God were addressed by Moses, but 
what he said to them is also for us.  Examples of what they lived, walked 
through and experienced are for us in the New Covenant to come into the 

Kingdom of God.  

 It is a good thing to move from theory to action.  If I heard Melissa 
right in this morning’s session, God is moving us into intentional, aggres-
sive, offensive action.  God is shifting us because our God is a God who 
acts and we are to be a people of action.  The whole Bible is full of the 
acts of God.  Of course liberal theologians call them embellished salvation 
stories and say those things like crossing the Jordan and Jonah being swal-
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lowed by a whale did not really happen.   

 For the most part the American church is in captivity to the way the world 
system thinks.  For example, 52% if evangelicals believe gay marriage is okay 
and that is the same percentage in the world system.  That is called captivity.  We 
are increasingly in captivity to tyrannical civil rulers.  We are in terrible captivity 
to bad doctrines which disengage the church from the transformation mandate 
encased in the Great Commission.  We can’t say that we’re the head and not the 
tail, corporately.  As the corporate Body of Christ we do not have headship dis-
playing God’s government.  If the Body of Christ in America corporately de-
clared themselves as the head right now, they would be in denial.  By and large 
the church today is not ecclesia, not governmental.  The church today is devo-
tional, busy and studious, but we cannot say it is delivering Kingdom government 
in the earth.  If it were, we would not see so much captivity among God’s people.  
The good news is that God’s folks have been in captivity before.  Ancient Israel 
was in captivity about 400 years, but God delivers captives.  Though we are in 

captivity, we can move out of it into Kingdom con-

quest.   

 Paul said the Exodus is a picture of our re-
demption through Jesus Christ.  He also said, the Exo-
dus is a pattern of how to be delivered from bondage 
and captivity to the world system and how we move 
out of that into conquest.  We must move on from di-

agnosing the church to delivering the church.  The Exodus gives us the Kingdom 
dynamics to find the way out of captivity and into conquest.  In Exodus 3, there 
are five such dynamics, the first being, 1) the calling and sending of God-fearing 
leadership.  Moses was called on the back side of the dessert.  We need righteous 
and bold leaders to lead out of spiritual and cultural captivity.  There are few po-
litical leaders who are brave enough to verbalize and make decisions based on the 
truth.  Moses encountered the fire on the mountain which was designed to con-
sume him rather than the bush.  It was not about the bush being consumed but 
about Moses being consumed with the purpose, the plan and the heart of God.  
Give us men and women who are consumed not only with the fire of His pres-
ence but with the fire of His purpose to move us from “ought not” to “ought to.”  
We need consumed men and women more than consumed shrubbery.  The end of 
an era and the beginning of a new one is facilitated by bold, God-called, God-
anointed leadership.  Somebody in leadership has to address the powers that be.  
Somebody has to standup in the battle of who is in charge, Moses or Pharaoh, 
Daniel or Nebuchadnezzar, the people of God or wicked rulers, Caesar or Christ.  
We must have leaders who stand on holy ground before we stand on the enemy’s 
ground.  We must have leaders who know heaven’s protocol and can therefore 

follow the proper protocol to open kingdoms in the earth.  

 2) In Exodus 10, there is a calling of God’s people to worship.  We cannot 
miss the Exodus story here.  When Moses went to say to Pharaoh, “Let my peo-
ple go,” it was basically a request rather than a demand.  What Moses requested 
was not as escape but rather a three day journey to go have a feast before the 
Lord, to go worship outside the borders of Egypt that was filled with idolatry and 

 Though we are 
in captivity, we 
can move out 
of it into King-
dom conquest.   
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polytheism.  It was a request to go to the mountain where Moses had met with the 
Lord so awesomely, a request for the people corporately to go to that place of 
worship.  For years they had been under the oppressive hand of Pharaoh, who 
along with Egypt thought he was a god.   The tendency is that when you think the 
ruler is divine, (i.e., the incarnation of the sun god, Ra), then you think the state is 
divine.  Pharaoh was believed to be the god that brought fertility to Egypt, pro-
duced the life-giving waters of the Nile, as well as the source of abundant crops.  
He was more like a medicine man whose magic ensured prosperity.  Societies 
eventually crumble when they see their leader such as a Stalin, a Hitler, a Castro 
or a Chavez as a god.  There is a tendency to give divine status to governments 
because they supposedly take care of the people from the cradle to the grave, (an 
early grave actually).  When you project divinity on a leader, you project divinity 
on the disdained.  People can be irresponsible, uninformed and captive, but the 
government will give them a cell phone!  An imperial bureaucracy is a political 
manifestation of the society of Satan.  It is a top-down system of central planning 
which inescapably rests on the presupposition that the planners are nearly gods.  
The Egyptian state was such a vast, all-encompassing bureaucracy that nothing in 
man’s history ever rivaled it until the twentieth century and all those who began 

to propose modern, socialist commonwealths.   

 The bottom line is the sons of Israel lived and 
labored under a demonized empire.  The initial call 
was not to leave Egypt but to go worship the Lord at 
the mountain.  Of course, when the Exodus did hap-
pen, and the Red Sea closed up, and Pharaoh and his 
armies drowned, there was no going back.  God’s call 
out of something is not as significant as His call into 
something else.  The call is important and necessary but is secondary to the call 
into.  God’s greatest goal isn’t getting us out but getting us in.  When God’s peo-
ple are in bondage, you hear two things: a cry for deliverance and then eventually 
the sound of worship.  When they got out, they sang the song of Moses.  That 
song concluded with the first mention in scripture of the Kingdom.  In Genesis, 
the Kingdom is talked about in synonyms, rule, subdue, dominion mandate, but 
the word Kingdom does not show up until Exodus 15:18, in the Hebrew word 
translated reign.   The verb form of the word for Kingdom here showed up FIRST 
in song or worship.   Worship can arrest us even before we fully capture the truth.  
Worship delivers us from ourselves, our mindsets, our paradigms and even our 
theology at times.  We are impacted ahead of our understanding. The revelation 
keeps rolling out in worship.  Worship is not a program or a formula, it’s a key, 

His habitation.   

 3) The third dynamic of releasing from captivity to conquest is releasing su-
pernatural ministry.  When the plagues began the magicians said it was the finger 
of God, which is the Spirit of God in Matthew.  The Egyptians worshiped not 
only Pharaoh but at least ten other gods.  The ten plagues were dealing with those 
ten gods.  They began by turning the Nile into blood and ended by releasing the 
blood of the first born of man and beast in Egypt.  The plagues were imprecatory 
judgment against the gods of Egypt, (Ex. 12:12).  I am ready for God to deal with 

 God’s call out of 
something is not 
as significant as 
His call into 
something else.   
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stuff by Himself.  He will have our prayer and worship but it is time the LORD 
showed up to deal with stuff all by Himself!  In the setting of  2Tim 3:8-9, the 
last days of the Old Covenant, it says, “Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed 
Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in 

regard to the faith.  But they will not make further progress; for their folly will be 

obvious to all, just as Jannes's and Jambres's folly was also.” 

 All opposers of God’s leaderships are dealt with and stopped in their tracks 
at some point, and they make no further progress.  Two things are revealed when 
God’s people are faithful and follow God’s instruction: the enemies of the gospel 
will not make further progress against it and there will be a revelation of their 
folly.  God only allows opposition for a while, like tares and magicians and like 
the tower of Babel.  The ten plagues were the judgment of God upon the entire 
nation.  It was a collective judgment.  God does not promise every man will pros-
per economically or that every evil man will come down quickly.  What is prom-
ised is that, covenantally, faithful societies will prosper in the long run and rebel-
lious societies will be crushed eventually.  Men suffer and prosper not only by 
what they do individually but by what is done by those in authority over them.  
When God brought judgment, the seemingly innocent Egyptians were not spared.  

They were all under Pharaoh’s covenant and operating 
under his perceived divinity and so all felt the wrath of 
God.  All were doomed.  I’m tired of preaching to get 
God to act.  In the Bible, God acted then someone 

preached on it.             

 4) The fourth Kingdom dynamic for going from captive to conquest is the 
call to return to the power of the blood of the sacrifice, Christ our passover.  We 
overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb, the word of our testimony and by 
not loving our lives unto death.  The death angel visited Egypt as a blood-
avenger.  He came to avenge the blood of Hebrew male children and babies that 
was still crying out from the ground.  There is a cry of at least 50,000,000 pre-
born murdered babies in our nation crying out.  They are with Jesus today with 
spiritual bodies developing to be resurrected in the future.  God does not waste 
life even though our government may officially sanction abortion.  When the 
government sanctions such, we have gone to the depths and the blood cries out.  
Like the blood of the lamb protected the Hebrew families as the death angel 
passed over, so does the cross release protection for God’s people and judgment 
for God’s enemies.  Martin Luther said no matter where you start in the Bible, 
start there and run to the cross.  The cross was the total victory of Jesus and the 
resurrection was for our justification.  A crossless life and church will not release 

transformation.   

 5) The fifth Kingdom dynamic for release from captive to conquest is the 
release of divine restitution and the transfer of resources.   Exo 3:21-22  "I will 
grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you 

go, you will not go empty-handed.  "But every woman shall ask of her neighbor 

and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and 

clothing; and you will put them on your sons and daughters. Thus you will plun-

der the Egyptians."  

 In the Bible, God 
acted then 
someone 
preached on it. 
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 Before this exodus took place, God’s people were essentially protected up 
there in Goshen, which had been Pharaoh’s reward to Joseph and his people.   
Goshen was very garden-like even though Egypt was desert-like and Goshen was 
even partially protected from the plagues.  There were cattle in Goshen, so there 
was provision even in their bondage in a sense.  God is faithful to sustain us.  I 
quote Marty’s 2013 declaration, “Corruption in leaders and society will not pre-
vent success and provision for the people of God.”  Before they left Egypt, God 
put favor on them to plunder the Egyptians.  Those who want to fly under the 
banner of everything-being-equal are unrealistic.  We are equal in value and 
worth, but we are not all created equal in other ways.  Also, realistically, favor is 

not fair.   

 The Egyptians gave them what they asked for and the restitution for their 
slavery began.  Exo 11:1  Now the LORD said to Moses, "One more plague I will 
bring on Pharaoh and on Egypt; after that he will let you go from here. When he 

lets you go, he will surely drive you out from here completely.   Another transla-
tion of this says Pharaoh will let you go as one lets a slave wife go.  In Exodus 
27, we find the laws for dealing with the slave wife.  (The law of God in the Old 
Covenant is morally perfect and not to be improved 
on and continues through the cross till Jesus comes 
back.  However, the ceremonial law dies in Christ.  
Then the civil laws are moderated. These laws of the 
Old Covenant were not always the highest expression 
of God’s will, but to restrain sinful men.   Like God 
allowed divorce because of the hardness of men’s 
hearts.  Jesus said in Matt 19, that it was not so in the 
beginning.)  The Hebrews had been like a salve wife 
in Egypt and when the people of God got set free, the first part of the law God 
addressed concerned slavery.  They had been slaves to a social-economic system 
that kept them in bondage.  When they were leaving, it was time for restitution.   
The slave wife was the wife that never got the dowry she should have gotten.   
Her father kept it, illustrating with Laban.  Both his daughters said they were sold 
by their father because he kept the dowry.  The dowry was the wife’s security in 
case of divorce if the husband was at fault.   Israel was not a slave wife because 
under Joseph’s actions they had increased Egypt’s wealth.  Pharaoh had granted 
Israel the best real estate in Egypt with Goshen, their dowry in effect.  When they 
were cast out of Goshen, the Egyptians did not pay their mortgage on the land.  
The Egyptians could not send them out without their lawful dowry which was the 
gold and silver they gave them.   Egypt could not escape the principle of restitu-
tion.  Restitution extends to the cross where God required payment by His son’s 
action in blood; it was the payment for our dowry that declares the church a law-
ful bride which has a rich inheritance.  Egypt owed restitution for having kid-
napped the Hebrews.  Egypt paid dearly for these acts of long-term lawlessness.  
All the Pharoahs ignored the law and when the final bill came due, Egypt col-

lapsed.   

 We are not a slave wife to the world system.  We are the Bride of Christ.  We 
are not going to be a slave wife in captivity to the culture or the culture’s thinking 
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or tyrannical, antichrist religious systems or governmental structures because 
God, through the cross, has guaranteed restitution will be paid.  Paul in the Corin-
thian letter said the New Covenant believers have been baptized into God’s gov-
ernment, the government of the Kingdom of God.  Colossians 1:13, we have been 
translated out of the domain of darkness into the Kingdom of His dear Son for an 

inheritance with the saints in light.  It is time to come out of captivity and have 
no Egyptian thinking in us.    It is time to come into conquest.  I think we have 
been trying to conquer while still in captivity.  So the church has to be delivered 

and come out of captivity to conquest, and God will act to see that we do.       

(This article was transcribed from Jim Hodges’ message at the Concerning The Kingdom Confer-
ence 2013. It is available on CD or MP3 file. Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ internation-
ally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully established. Apostle Jim 
Hodges’ new book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? This book and other materi-

als may be found at his website: fmci.org or by calling the office 972-283-2262.) 

 

 Four principles of how the Kingdom of God advances:  1) The King-
dom advances through revelation. 2) It advances through relationships.  3) 
It advances through government.  Kingdom has an order to it.  4) It ad-
vances generationally.  Anything that is Kingdom is always generational.  
Anything that is Kingdom cannot be accomplished in your generation.  A 
Kingdom vision cannot be accomplished in one generation.  It’s Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob and cannot be finished by one alone.   

 1) In Matt 16, Jesus said flesh and blood had not revealed to Peter that Jesus 
was the Christ.  That rock of revelation is what the church is built upon.  We 
can’t build His church.  He will build His church upon that revelation and give us 
the keys to the Kingdom.  The advancement of His Kingdom in this revelation is 
the warfare against all the strongholds set in men’s minds.  This revelation can 
pull down every stronghold that opposes God.  Now in this journey of revelation, 
there is both blessing and obstacle.  Here is the conflict in the advancement of 
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revelation.  As truth unveils generationally, it runs into people that don’t see eye 
to eye on revelation.  For example, some believe the Kingdom of God is only 
future and only to be established at the coming of the Lord.  Others believe after 
His death, burial and resurrection, He sat down at the right hand of the Father and 
He made Him King at that point.  That made it a spiritual Kingdom that rules in 
the hearts of men.  Those that see the Kingdom as future only see it as a physical 
Kingdom only.  Here is conflict, so what do we do with relationship?  Another 
example is those that believe the Kingdom is only future believe that things must 
get worse in the end times.  However, those that believe the Kingdom is within 
reach now, believe that as it advances things will get better.  There is another 

conflict that would be easy to divide over.   

 Another example, if one believes that ethnic Israel is a natural covenant peo-
ple and the church is a spiritual covenant people, but another believes that 
through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ the dividing walls were 
broken and all nations were brought into one new man, no Jew, no Greek, no 
Gentiles, no Americans, there is conflict.  (There are no American Christians, just 
Christians that live in America.)  We can easily divide 
over these different viewpoints.  And we can support 
our differing views by teaching topically.  Anyone can 
take the scripture and prove anything you want.  
Rather, we should not study scripture topically but 
from the nature of God.  The Book is a revelation of 
Christ but men take isolated scriptures to prove their 
topics.  The Bible is a revelation of the Lord and a revelation of God clears up a 

lot of these issues.  

 One thing ongoing right now is the restoration of apostles and prophets.  
Some believe there were apostles that established the canon of scriptures and then 
died.  Others believe there were apostles that established the apostolic church and 
the canon of scriptures but God is still using apostles in the church.  There’s a 
conflict.   We need wisdom and grace to learn to walk in relationships and not 
divide during conflict.  These issues have consequences but they are not of the 
essentials.  Without creating more division, we can stand together on the essen-
tials of the faith and work out the other things as we work out our salvation as 

open minded and diligent Bereans. 

 2)  The Kingdom of God has government, order to it.  God’s government is 
opposed by the world’s government.   After Solomon’s death, this is what Hosea 
wrote:  Hosea 8:4  They have set up kings, but not by Me; They have appointed 
princes, but I did not know it. With their silver and gold they have made idols for 

themselves, That they might be cut off.   Man can set up kings and presidents and 
rulers and princes that are not of the Lord.  Man can even set up religion and idols 
and worship that is not of God.  Confusion comes when we do not discern the 

difference between man’s order and God’s order.   

 In the New Covenant, the word “cosmos” is translated world.   This word has 
two emphases, one is age and one is order.  Cosmos is how man arranges and 
orders his life without God.  A lot of “worldly” people do not drink or commit 
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adultery, but they are ordering their lives without God.  The cosmos/world is an 
evil age by which man arranges his life without God.  In the beginning when God 
created the heavens, He created angelic beings that were to serve God and serve 
man that He would create.  These angelic beings had a military order with a chain 
of command.  The word archangel means one of the highest rank.  There were 
three divisions of angels with an archangel over each.   This order was created for 
angels, not man.  Lucifer, one of these archangels had something come into his 
heart (Isa. 14, Eze.28, Rev. 12), and he decided to exalt his division above all the 
other angels or “stars” to be like God.  Satan cannot create anything.  He can only 

take what God creates and pervert or twist it, which is called iniquity.   

 Lucifer was the first to rebel and he and his division were cast out of their 
place in the heavens.  Then God created man, not in a military order, but in His 
image.  We cannot know the order of the Kingdom if we do not know the image 
of God.  God created man to rule over creation but not to rule over each other.  
Lucifer successfully tempted mankind to rebel and take on his nature.  So man 
was cast out of the garden like Lucifer was cast out of heaven. Then a cosmos/

world system worked in the mind of man.   Man built 
a culture or society that would not need God, a pyra-
mid with a man ruling at the top.  With Kingdom 
order, men cannot run their lives without God, but 
with a worldly system of thinking you can.  This sys-
tem started with Nimrod and we know what hap-
pened at Babel.  The two pillars in this world system 
are the political (perverted)  and the religious 
(perverted).  According to 1John 5:19, this order lies 
under the control of the wicked one.   Jesus said He 

would judge this ruler and He said that ruler was coming after Him but he has 

“nothing in me.”   This worldly system and its ruler were judged at Calvary.    

 Man began to develop cultures under the perverted worldly system.  One of 
the first examples was Egypt with its pyramid.  Pharaoh controlled his hierarchy 
in every dimension: education, religion, architecture, etc.  Egypt, Syria, Babylon, 
Medes, Persians, Greece and  Rome all developed out of this system.  In Revela-
tion 12 when Satan (the dragon) was cast out of heaven, it says he gave his power 
to the beast (Rome), and the ruler took on the nature of the dragon.  In Isaiah and 
Ezekiel, it talks about the Prince of Tyre and Babylon and his characteristics.  It 
has a double meaning and then says that this archangel rules over that.  Nebe-
chadnezzar took on the nature of the one ruling him.  He didn’t rule Babylon, 
Satan did.  Babylon’s culture was ruled by Satan at the top of the pyramid.  This 

worldly system is the greatest enemy of the church.   

 In Matthew 20, James’ and John’s mother came and asked that they be seated 
on either side of the King in His Kingdom.  That is humanity’s thinking because 
of Satan and fallen man and that’s why the world’s system of thinking is in our 
DNA.  The minute the other disciples heard it, they got mad because they wanted 
that.  Jesus said they were thinking like the world with rulers that lord it over peo-
ple, and He went on to say that it would not be that way among the ecclesia.  The 
ecclesia is the highest order on planet earth, but as yet we have not seen that or-
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der.  Jesus said that His leaders would have a character that would not lord it over 
but serve others.  In Luke 22, the disciples were fighting over who was going to 
be the greatest.  All our fights are over the world’s way of thinking, who gets to 
be the top guy.  One wants to be more important than the other.  Jesus told them 
they were thinking like a fallen world.  They love to be called benefactors (as in 
healthcare, welfare, etc.).  There is something emerging in Washington that wants 
this and it will take all of society, education, medicine, arts and everything under 
this order of man.  Those that struggled with writing the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights for this nation knew this pyramid system of fallen man’s thinking and 
knew that it had its own seed of destruction in it.  So they wrote into the Constitu-
tion ways to slow the corruption down.  Anything springing up out of this hierar-

chy system gets more corrupt as it grows, even if it is religion.   

 1John 2:15,16 this system is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the 
pride of life, and it has its own seed of destruction.  The pride of life is one person 
placing themselves as better than another.  It can look something like, “I am more 
spiritual than you.”  In 1 Cor. 11, at the communion table, one group of people 
said they were elite and Paul told them they were fellowshipping with demons.  
Feeling superior is fellowshipping with some-
thing!  The pride of life is at the top of fallen 
man’s system of thinking.  The educational 
system is going the way it is because it is in this 
hierarchy of man.  Religion is in this hierarchy 
pyramid.  That is the reason we can’t do any-
thing about the system of the world, because the 
religious system is in it also.  The ecclesia is not in it, but the religious system is.  
To be in this hierarchy of man’s thinking, you don’t even have to have character.  
It is all about position, office and rank.  In Matt. 23, the religious leaders, the 
Pharisees, loved to do their works to be seen of man in their religious system.  
They loved the best seats at the feast and synagogue and loved titles, but Jesus 
told them it would not be that way among the ecclesia.  There is a world of differ-
ence between spiritual authority and positional authority.  I know this system 
because I was in the military.  There is a difference between generals and pri-
vates.  There is no relationship, no fellowship, just command.   I guarded them 
and knew they were the elite, but there is no spiritual elite.  Our nation is strongly 
developing elite being on top.  They are trying to kick over the barriers our fore-
fathers set to keep that from happening.  There is something in man, in our fallen-

ness, that wants elites to rule over subordinates.   

 In Exodus 19 and 1Samuel, the Lord said He would make them a covenant 
people and He would be the King, all would be priests and nobody would be be-
tween God and man.  There would be no hierarchy system but direct relationship.  
They said no because they wanted a king like other nations.  They said they did 
not want direct contact but wanted Moses to be their go-between.  They chose a 

man system.   

 God is about to break something on the church.  We cannot imagine what is 
about to happen.  We have had conflict, but hold on.  Jesus told His disciples that 
He was not part of the fallen-man-hierarchy system and because He was not part 
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He was hated and would be persecuted.  Likewise, the ecclesia would not be a 
part and therefore hated and persecuted.  He said He was in the world but not OF 
the world and its systems.  When the ruler of this world came after Jesus there 
was nothing in Him the devil could manipulate.  The only thing the devil can 
touch in us is what is part of his sphere of rule.  That is why it is dangerous to 
think you are better than someone else.  That is why the issue of Jew and Gentile 
is dangerous.  Jesus called us out of the world’s thinking.  We are IN the world, 
but not OF it.  We are of a different order and a different administration.  So, 
don’t get shook up when the world doesn’t love you.  Satan cannot cast out Satan 
and if we are of the world’s thinking, we cannot cast him out.  Pride can’t fight 
pride.  People that touch that system go blind, even to the point of voting for a 
man who believes in abortion and a homosexual agenda.  No matter how much 
we shout, if there is something in us of that system, we cannot stand.  The sons of 
Sceva were of the religious system.  They used the Name, but they did not have 
the character.  Praying in the name of Jesus is not just about the Name but the 

character of the Name.   

 Ephesians 1:19-23  and what is the surpassing greatness of His power to-
ward us who believe. These are in accordance 

with the working of the strength of His might 

which He brought about in Christ, when He 

raised Him from the dead and seated Him at 

His right hand in the heavenly places,  far 

above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 

to come.      [We are in the age to come.] 

And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all 

things to the church, [the ecclesia]  which is His body, the fullness of Him who 

fills all in all.  

 The church is a living organism, a living man, the Body of Christ.  The 
church is not an institution.  The church is not a hierarchy system.  The church is 
not a chain of command.  In the Body of Christ, everybody responds to the Head.  
Through that Body and order, He said He would fill the earth with His presence.  
And when My people get together, they assemble to represent Me.  We are the 

Body of Christ. 

 Rom 12:1  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

service of worship.  2  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind. 

 Our minds have to be renewed from the world’s system, fallen man’s hierar-
chy thinking.  We can read the Bible and not have our minds renewed.  We can 
be born again and not have our minds renewed.  You can preach scriptures and 
not be renewed from that.   Paul mentioned some that were preaching Christ but 

were enemies.  They made their bellies their god [lust of the flesh].    

 So that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and ac-
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ceptable and perfect. We are shifting from knowing the will of God simply from 
outward commands to knowing by an inner prompting of God.  The law is in us, 
in the divine nature of God. We have to learn to be led; something in me has to 

govern me.   It won’t be man trying to show you God, but that inward witness.   

 Rom 12:3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think; [PRIDE 
OF LIFE] but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 

measure of faith.  

 The minute one congregation breaks off from another and thinks they are 
better, there is a seed of destruction in it.   Unless something happens, this nation 
has its own seed of destruction.  Egypt had a seed.  Babylon had a seed.  The anti-
christ that is preached as one man rising up to take over the world will never hap-
pen because it has a seed of destruction in it. Babylon tried and collapsed.   
Medes and Persians tried it and collapsed.  Greece tried it and collapsed.  Rome 
tried it and collapsed.  And if you think Amer-
ica can do it, you don’t understand the seed of 
destruction.  Anything that grows out of that 
system turns corrupt and falls to the fruit of 
destruction.  This includes religion.  Men have 
led moves of God, but then touched that pyra-
mid and institutionalized it to preserve it until 
God was no longer in it.   An institution can 
go on without God every Sunday morning, but you cannot touch God’s order 
without God.  If you ever touch God’s order and have no character, you have no 

authority.   

 Don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought but think soberly, ac-
cording as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. Rom 12:4  For as 
we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
King James version messed up our understanding with that particular word.  The 
word “office” takes us to the titles and hierarchy thinking.  However, that word 
translated office actually has two meanings: 1) noun, like referring to Christ as a 
Melchizedek order, in every other place where it is used concerning ecclesia, it is 
a 2) verb that means “to function.”   The order that is coming is based upon every 
person being in the priesthood of the believer.  There is no other go-between.   He 
is the Head and we function directly under the Head.  1Peter 2:5 says we are a 
holy priesthood.  1Peter 2:9 says we are a royal priesthood.  Revelation 1:5-6 says 
Jesus gave Himself for this reason that we would be kings and priests.  So, First, 
all in Christ, in the ecclesia, we are all priests.  Second, all of us by the Holy 
Spirit have a function, a grace gift and you are necessary.  If you touch the pyra-
mid of man’s thinking, you lose your function because the church becomes an ear 
and a mouth.  The assembly is about Christ being seen through the function of all 
the members.   The assembly is not a gathering, it is something that works.   So 
there has to be the priesthood of the believers and everybody in the Body of 
Christ has a function, a grace gift by the Holy Spirit.  Third, we have to have 
character to have spiritual authority.  When we say “elder,” it is about a grace 
gift, a function and character.   When we say “pastor,” it is a grace gift.  When we 
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say “overseer,” it is his function. Pastoring is not an office but a function.  Put 
pastors in an office and they can be hired and fired.  We must know those who 
labor among us.  The only way to know their function is through relationship and 
their fruit.  The five-fold are grace gifts to the Body of Christ that function to 
mature everybody in their grace gift.  If men in these gifts and functions lose their 

character, they have no spiritual authority.  Then try to war in the heavens!  

  If we want authority over the world’s systems, we have to be sanctified from 
it and unto God.  An ecclesia is arising, not to an office but to function.   A man 
put in an office does not have to have character in a system, but we can’t put a 
man in the ecclesia, God does that.  And when that man has character, he has 
authority.  In the ecclesia, submission goes two ways: submitting ourselves one to 
another (Ephesians).  We recognize the gift and function in one another and re-
ceive one another in a corporate function and anointing that brings corporate re-

sults.   

(Simon Purvis brought this message at the Concerning The Kingdom Conference 2013. It is avail-
able in CD or MP3 file. For CDs of his messages or to contact him about speaking engagements or 
to purchase his 160 page study manual on the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Church at 936-

639-2000;   Email: wol-luf@consolidated.net) 

 

 The church we pastored in Lindale, Texas had been set up to minister 
to people in ministries.  I had the privilege of being the pastor to about ten 
ministries and their staffs that headquartered there.  I was a young, green 
pastor looking into the faces of great men and women of God trying to 
give out the Bread of Life.  The church grew from about 50 to about 500 
people and all was well.  Then a missionary from Nigeria invited me to 
come teach a week in his Bible school.  While I was there, I was standing 
in one of the villages looking out over a river and the Holy Spirit spoke to 
me.  He said, “If you would be willing to come here, I’ll use you to reach 
people living in river villages just like this that have never heard the gos-
pel.”  That came out of nowhere and struck my heart.  It was a gracious 
invitation.  The Gospel calling is not God demanding something from us 
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but an invitation to come and work with Him.  I believe if I had turned 
that offer down, He would have still used me and blessed me in Lindale,  
but something struck a chord in me.  It didn’t seem quite fair for me to 
keep preaching the gospel to people who had heard it millions of times 
when there are people on the planet that had not heard it once.  So I just 
did the math and decided I should go to Africa.  However, I was smart 
enough not to go home and tell Cheri to pack up the kids because we were 
off to Africa.  Instead, I took Cheri over to Nigeria so she could see it for 
herself and I was perfectly willing to not go if she didn’t agree, but she 
too felt that gracious invitation from the Lord.  We prayed and prepared 

for another year and then were sent out by the church in Lindale.    

 Nigeria was a strictly Muslim nation, especially back in those days, so 
we had to get a three month tourist visa and we stayed there almost eight 
years.  In ramping up to leave for that assignment, we sold everything we 
owned.  Since we could not take a shipping container, we had to get rid of 
everything but what could fit in our suitcases.  Our travel agent told us we 
had to have all money for our plane tickets thirty 
days ahead of time.  That deadline was June 15th.    
Since it had to be a round trip ticket, the total was 
about $6000 for the whole family.  On the 15th, 
we had all but $2500, and the money had to be to 
the agent by 5:00 PM.  I was off salary and fo-
cused on Africa at that point.  I headed down to the post office thinking 
surely the money we needed would come that way.  I opened the P.O. Box 
and it was completely empty.  As I closed it and pulled the key out, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Go home and help Cheri pack.”  So I did.  I told her the 
mail was empty, so by 3:00, we are both starting to get concerned.  If the 
plane reservation were to be cancelled, so also would the visas be dis-
rupted.  Then someone came to our door.  It was a lady from our church 
who had just come from the church office where she had noticed a letter 
addressed to us.  She offered to bring it by our house when the secretary 
told her it had been sitting there for a while.  It was from Melody Greene, 
the widow of Keith Greene, who I had pastored for four years there in 
Lindale.  The letter said their ministry wanted to support our mission to 
Africa.  There was a one-time gift of $2000, and there was the first check 
of monthly support for $500.  God used that experience to show us how 

He was going to be faithful to us in the years ahead.   

 I remembered God had said, “I’ll use you to reach people living on 
river villages just like this that have never heard the gospel.”  So, we 
knew God was going to use us to reach unreached tribes in the swampy 
areas of southern most Nigeria where it meets the ocean in west Africa.  
The only way to get to those places was by boat.  We had no boat and be-
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gan praying God would supply the tools we needed.  With $5, I sent a Ni-
gerian brother to buy me a life preserver.  He questioned me since I didn’t 
even have a boat, but I explained it was a seed-faith believing God would 
supply a boat to go with the life preserver.   He got me a big round, orange 
preserver that I put in my office.  When anyone would ask about it, I said 
it was for the boat God was going to provide for us.  God did send a boat, 
but first He sent two brand new boat engines, still in the box. God did it 
the opposite from what I would have done, but He was teaching me to 
trust Him.  There is a difference between faith and trust.  Faith is in God’s 
ability and power, but trust is what you have in His character.   The three 
Hebrews said, “Our God is able to deliver us.”  That was faith in His 
power and ability, but they went on and said, “But if He doesn’t, we are 
still only going to worship Him.”   So they had a trust to let God make the 
final decision whether they perished in the fire or not.  God looks for trust 

as well as faith in us.    

 In the days ahead, God actually pro-
vided many boats, a fleet of different sizes and 
types.  One day we took a boat to look for a 
cluster of villages that we had been told about by 
an oil company worker.  He told us they’d found 
an incredibly primitive area that had probably 

been isolated for centuries and the people hardly had any clothing.  My 
boat captain and I went in search for these villages. We started down the 
main river that had countless tributaries and creeks and smaller rivers run-
ning off the main river to eventually flow out into the ocean.  So, we 
headed in the general area mentioned, riding in a boat that had no naviga-
tional lights, no GPS or electronics, not even a radio because we were in-
tending to go and come back the same day.  We had to keep an eye out for 
crocodiles that would come right in the boat with you, so we had to be 
careful to keep arms and elbows inside the boat.  Also, green mamba 
snakes were hanging from the green canopy of trees overhead and they 
could drop into the boat.  Around noon, we had been out for several hours 
when I noticed we were getting deeper and deeper into the jungle and the 
creeks and rivers we were trying to navigate were getting narrower and 
smaller.  Then the boat captain turned off the motor.  I turned to see what 

was wrong and Amico said, “I’m sorry to say, Sir, but we are lost.”   

 I turned completely around, “Lost?”  

 “Yes sir, for the last hour I have been trying to navigate back to the 
main river so we could get home before dark, but the further I went the 
further into the bush we went.”  This was a big concern for us because we 
had no lights for navigating at night and the river pirates came out at 
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night.  They would kill you just to steal your outboard engine off your 
boat.  We were in a dangerous scenario.  I took Amico’s hand and we 
prayed.  I told him to start the boat and we kept moving forward for the 
next hour.  Finally, over to my left ahead I saw the first village we had 
come across for hours and the captain headed toward it.  The closer we 
got, the more I realized how primitive the village was.  The huts were 
built of grass and mud and the people had little or no clothing. When we 
reached the village shore, the captain got out and went to find the chief of 
the village.  The language was so different they could barely communi-

cate, but he was able to find out how to get back to the main river.   

 Later I found out that this was the first village of the cluster of un-
reached people we were looking for.  We had “accidently” stumbled into 
our target.  While the captain was with the chief, I’m 
sitting in the boat and it was like the Father came and 
sat down beside me to have a conversation.  He said, 
“Son, tell me what you want me to do here.”  It 
seemed like He was saying, “Don’t insult me by 
merely asking me.”  There seemed to be an intense 
desire God had in His heart that He wanted me to tell 
Him.  Sometimes I think we as sons and daughters can come into a place 
of maturity where God likes that.  When we have His heart and under-
stand His ways and what He wants through intimate relationship with Him 
over time, I think God starts letting us tell Him what we want Him to do.   
As my earthly father got older, there came a point where I made the deci-
sions because we loved one another.  God was saying to me not to just ask 
at this point but tell me.  I said I wanted to reach these unreached people 
with the gospel and build clinics and hospitals to help the women in child-
birth.  The death rate among infants is enormous in Africa because of lack 
of basic medical care.  Aware that He was sitting next to me, it seemed to 
me that He was writing these things down.  I felt His pleasure at the fact 
that I had enough faith and trust in His character to list what He already 
wanted to do anyway, but He was happy because a son was willing to be 
in such agreement with Him.  Due to relationship, I already knew what He 

wanted to do.   

 Over on the shore there was a Juju shrine, which is four sticks of bam-
boo stuck in the river mud with a primitive tiny platform built on top at 
the water level.  The African fishermen would canoe every morning over 
to the shrine to make a sacrifice to the demon of that river, asking that 
demon to bless their fishing that day.  There were hundreds of these 
shrines along the river.  I added that to my list and said, “Father, I want all 
of these shrines to come down.”  I wanted the people to so fall in love 
with Jesus that they would not worship devils and they would remove the 

 The fishermen 
would make a 
sacrifice to the 
demon of that 
river every 
morning.  
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shrines themselves.   

 The captain got the boat started and headed us home.  Just as the sun 
was setting, we pulled the boat out of the water.  We marked our map and 
for the next several years we began to evangelize that tribe which we 
called the Alpha One Cluster.  In 42 years of ministry, I’ve never seen a 
people more hungry to hear God’s word.  At times entire villages would 
get saved, including the witch doctors and chiefs.  It was phenomenal.  At 
one point I was concerned they were not understanding because every 
villager would raise their hand for salvation.  Even if I made it harder, 
they would respond.  It was a missionary’s dream.  There were awesome 
miracles.  Even the dead were raised on two occasions, medically docu-
mented miracles, as well as healings and deliverances that were unimagin-

able. 

 One day, two of the Alpha One Cluster chiefs came to my house.  
They were from villages down the river from where we had just held a 
crusade.  They had come to beg me to bring the gospel to their people.  In 

fact, they refused to leave my house that day until 
I gave them dates when I would come.  I asked 
them, “Why are you so insistent on me bringing 
news of a whole different God that you don’t even 

know?”  They answered that since I had been preaching in other villages, 
their fishing was better.  They said my God was making all the fish swim 
to their villages and our people are beginning to starve.  To this day I 
don’t even know how they found my house, but they left with the dates 
and big smiles.  My African assistant asked me when they left if I had no-
ticed their teeth.  Their teeth were strangely filed to points.  My assistant 
explained that is what the cannibals do in Nigeria to tear human flesh.  
Both men were chiefs of cannibal villages.  Needless to say, I got real 
concerned because they seemed to keep looking at my belly!  I began to 
pray asking God if this was a trap or maybe a dinner invitation, but they 

awesomely received the gospel. 

 After a couple of years of ministering in this cluster, I was determined to find 
out why these people were so receptive.  So, I told one of my assistants, the next 
time we go to an Alpha One Village that I wanted him to find the oldest man in 
the village.  I knew that man would have the answer.  When the old man was 
asked why his people were so hungry for the gospel, especially the message of 
the cross, he explained.   In their history passed down verbally, 350 years before, 
nine Catholic priests had come from Spain to their people.  They had boarded a 
merchant ship that dropped anchor right off the coast.  They lowered the nine 
priests in baskets to paddle in dugout canoes up the Niger river to our area.  Our 
ancestors said they had never seen a light-skinned man before.  At first they were 
frightened of the priests but they listened to what they had to say.  They told them 
about God and His son named Jesus Christ.  They realized these men were com-

 Both men were 
chiefs of cannibal 
villages. 
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ing with a message about another God.  Witchcraft and Juju had been their only 
religion, so they worshiped the devil.  The message of another God challenged 
and intimidated their ancestors so they were unwilling to accept this different 
God.  When the priests got to the point of telling them about the cross and what 
happened there, the ancestors slaughtered all nine priests.  The next day the an-
cestors felt remorse and guilt, not only because they had killed the priests, but 
because they had not let them finish telling the whole story about the cross.  They 
suddenly wondered if perhaps there really was this great God.  If they had killed 
His messengers, they had possibly brought their people under a great curse. In 
time, they realized they were living under this curse and the people were suffer-
ing.  This story has been passed down and we know it well, but there is more.  
The story also says that if their God was truly good and kind as they said, then He 
would give their people a second chance.  And one day, He would send another 
light-skinned man to their people to finish telling them about the cross.  The old 
man told my staff man that the day that Rev. Crum got lost on the rivers and 
came to the first village, they knew the light-skinned man from the story had 
come.  They sent word throughout the cluster that the God of the Catholic priests 
was truly a loving God because He has given us a second chance.  He said that is 
why there is so much hunger, they needed to know the rest of the story of the 

cross.   

 All that time I just thought I was lost on a river, trying to stay alive and avoid 
the crocs, snakes and pirates.  What I didn’t know is that I had stumbled into des-
tiny.  An entire people group, literally thousands of people, had been waiting 350 
years to hear the rest of the story.  What kind of God do we serve?  At that point I 
was ruined for the ordinary.  Since that point I have never questioned or doubted 
that God has a very precise destiny for all our lives.  About the time you think 
you are lost, you may not be lost at all and God is leading you carefully.  He is 
looking at your heart.  If our heart is rebellious and stubborn and hard, then we 
will not find our destiny in God.  But if it is open and committed, I guarantee you 

will get to your destination.  

(Dr. Crum currently serves as the president and founder of Leadership International, an organiza-
tion designed to develop and train leaders with emphasis on integrity, courage, power and vision in 
the fields of church, government, business and education. He serves in an advisory and mentoring 
role to presidents of nations, other government officials and military commanders. God uses him 
significantly to impact nations like Nigeria, Benin, China, Ghana, Israel, Russia, Korea, Mexico, 
India, England, Malaysia, the Ukraine and the United States. His teaching from Concerning The 

Kingdom Conference 2013 is available on 2 CDs or MP3 file.)  

May Lord Sabaoth give strength to His people. May He 

strengthen them for battle that they overcome every enemy 

that has arisen against His purposes in them. 
 

For You have girded me with strength for the battle; You have 

subdued under me and caused to bow down those who rose up 

against me. (Ps.18:39) 
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 If the prophetic gifting and ministry is not made relevant ( applicable, 
germane) material, it will be limited or even become counterproductive in 
our service for God's kingdom. There is enough mystery clouding its his-
tory as it is. Never has this vital ministry been so needed as it is today! In 
an hour of great confusion, both the church and the world face unprece-
dented challenges, major changes, and generally have no clue as to what 
the future holds. In many cases, both have lost their way and understand-
ing as to the original purpose of God for mankind as stated in Genesis. 
1:26-28. But God always prepares and sends those with true prophetic 
voices and giftings to call back home the wayward in every generation, 
and give a direct word as to what that purpose is. The prophetic ministry 
has always been to speak for God concerning his people and the world at 
large. Not just warning of pending dangers of judgments if they fall away 
into idolatry, but also bringing a message of hope, of restoration if they 
only repent and return to God! I predict that we will see a new generation 
of prophetic voices coming to the forefront, having clear messages from 

God to awaken the church and generate new life within.  

SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND REVELATION 

 God engrafted the spirit of prophecy into every detail of His plan. We 
must realize also that the Bible and the Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
are our only sources to discover and recover God's original plans for man. 
There is no other source from which we can draw the true conclusion as to 
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just how important it is to know exactly who we are and how we are to 
respond, respect, and live before our Creator. The Bible has laid out eve-
rything necessary for us to do so, and is our guide for living, both now and 
forever! We must then of necessity know what it contains and how to ap-
ply its principles for living. Only as the Holy Spirit reveals the true mean-
ing of God's original intent of the creation, fellowship, and plan of re-
demption for the man that He created in His own image and likeness, can 
we know our true identity and find purpose in this life and the one to 

come. 

 In every generation from the first to the present one, there has been 
the repeated need of bringing true revelation as to God's plan for man. 
Adam's fallen race requires God's repeated reminders to steer him back on 
course. The original purpose and plan for man is passed down from one 

generation to the next. 

GOD’S SUMMONS = A HIGH CALLING 

 Someone (or ones) must bear the burden of standing in righteousness 
before the living God of all creation to hear God's summons to a high call-
ing of commitment to spend their entire lifetimes preaching and teaching, 
and witnessing, as Jesus did to His genera-
tion. There is nothing more gratifying nor 
terrifying, to say the least. This high calling is 
not just for those who have been called into 
what is known as the full-time ministry 
(those who live by preaching, teaching, and 
leading churches as pastors, overseers, mis-
sionaries, etc.). Everyone who names the 
name of Christ as Lord and Savior is called to this high standard of right-
eous living in a real-time world. Actually, the entire body of Christ must 
bear the burden of living righteous lives before a world that desperately 
needs redeeming from the curse of sin. The only problem with that is if 
the last generation does not have a clear understanding of God's plan for 

mankind, the next will not benefit from its predecessors. 

 History records the truth as seen in the Word of God, but if that truth 
is not followed exactly as God planned it, we mess up big time, and get 
way off course. Actually, we call it falling into idolatry or grave moral 
sin. Sin separates us from God's original plan. Then God calls upon those 
who are righteous still to call back by the spirit of prophecy which is 
based upon the very words of the Testimony of Christ, those who have 

fallen to sin and have lost their moral compass. 

THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS 

 Someone (or 
ones) must stand 
in righteousness 
before God to 
hear His summons 
to a high calling.  



SEEC  Magazine          26                               April/May 2013                 

 

 Without the Testimony of Jesus Christ (which is the words of Christ 
recorded in the Gospels, and made clear and expanded upon in the other 
writings of the Old and New Testaments), we have absolutely no direction 
as to God's original purpose and plan for man. The Bible says that the 
very substance (essence) of the truth revealed by Jesus is the spirit of all 
prophecy. That every time we preach, teach, and deliver the words of 
Christ with the purpose of bringing knowledge, understanding, and revela-
tion as to the divine will and purposes of God, our message will be ac-
companied by the spirit of prophecy. The spirit of prophecy is the very 

substance of the Truth (Christ) and the Testimony of Christ. 

 This places a grave responsibility upon the one bringing the Word of 
God, the Testimony of Christ. They of necessity must be anointed by the 
Holy Spirit to deliver the Word of God, or Christ's personal testimony. 
Anytime we bring the truth to the people of God or the world, it must be 
delivered with the same anointing that Jesus had in His earthly ministry. 
Truthfully, it will have no real or lasting effect if it is not delivered with 

the same anointing. Jesus was received as a 
Prophet of God (or as the Prophet that was to 
come like Moses). Jesus spoke prophetically to 
His generation and it was recorded for all gen-
erations to follow, even after He had returned 
to His Father. He gave His testimony. We are 

to give the same testimony. This is the testimony that the devil hates, and 

he makes war on those who bear witness of who Christ really is. 

 So then the dragon was furious (enraged) at the woman, and he went 
away to wage war on the remainder of her descendants--[on those] who 
obey God's commandments and who have the testimony of Jesus Christ 
[and adhere to it and bear witness to Him]. Revelation 12:17 And they 
have overcome (conquered) him by means of the blood of the Lamb and 

by the utterance of their testimony. Revelation 12:11 

 It is quite clear by these two passages of Scripture, the one thing the 
devil hates most and is enraged with anger over is the Testimony of Jesus 
Christ and those who bear witness to that testimony. The spiritual warfare 
we now are engaged in is solely because the enemy of our souls does not 
want us to bear witness to the one thing that will destroy his works, and 
ultimately bring victory over or (conquer) him. The true Testimony of 
Jesus Christ overcomes the devil! The apostle John, author of the Book of 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ, was in exile due to his testimony of Jesus 

Christ and the revelation he had of Christ. 

 This is the very reason we must understand the original purpose of 
God in Christ and His plan for man's salvation and full restoration that are 

 The true Testi-
mony of Jesus 
Christ overcomes 
the devil!  
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found only in Jesus Christ. The spirit of prophecy is the very essence of 
the Testimony of Christ, and speaks to our future victory over Satan and 
the complete destruction of his kingdom. This is the message of the age! 
This is the message of this very hour! To bear witness to anything less 
than the full testimony of Christ will result in the loss of millions of souls, 
who are blinded by Satan's lies, not knowing that Jesus Christ is the only 

way to God. 

 The message of Christ is the power of God unto salvation. This is 
God's original purpose and plan for man, or His divine will. Therefore, we 
must do everything in our power to bring revelation, clarity, and present 
day knowledge to the true Testimony of Christ. For further clarity and 
knowledge of the Testimony of Christ we continue to look at what John 
the Revelator said in the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, and the 
book of John's gospel. John the Revelator (author of Revelation) records 
this in Revelation 1:2 "Who has testified to and vouched for all that he 

saw [in his visions], the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ." 

 Jesus, explaining who He was to the Jews, He said this about the 
Scriptures, that all of them were written about Him : 
"You search and investigate and pore over the Scrip-
tures diligently, because you suppose and trust that 
you have eternal life through them. And these [very 
Scriptures] testify about Me!" (John 5:39). Then my 
point about the spirit of prophecy being engrafted into 
the Scriptures was made even clearer with what the apostle John wrote in 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Revelation 19:10: "For the substance 
(essence) of the truth revealed by Jesus is the spirit of all prophecy [the 
vital breath, the inspiration of all inspired preaching and interpretation of 

the divine will and purpose, including both mine and yours]." 

 In conclusion, we cannot separate the spirit of prophecy from any part 
of Scripture, which contains the original thoughts and purposes of God, 
which formulated His plans for mankind. Prophecy is the basic nature of 
God's Word to man. For it speaks of a hope of restoration for all men! 

Prophecy speaks to the future of man. 

(Samuel L. Brassfield is president and co-founder of Harvest International Ministries, Inc. [HIM], 
which is a mission, evangelistic and teaching outreach with an apostolic and prophetic foundation, to 
advance the Kingdom of God. He has authored two books and is in the process of writing others at 
this time. Sam and Nancy travel as prophetic conference speakers and teachers in local churches 
and conferences each year.  They have recently started a school of ministry in which they take the 
teaching and training to local churches. 512-525-1001 * sbrassfield1@live.com.) 

 It speaks of 
a hope of 
restoration 
for all men. 

I will not allow any person nor any adverse circumstance to determine the 

lifespan of the hope God originally put in me. 
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A Birthing Of 

The New 

 At the begin-
ning of the year I began 
to seek the Lord for what 
He was saying for 
2013.  The Lord said this 
will be a year when we 
must be in the right 
place at the right time 
for this will be a year of 
death to the old and a 
birthing of the new. He 
said that many would 

cling to the old and die with the old but for those who would press for that which 

I am birthing it will be life to them. 

 I saw that throughout the Word of God, that God would set His people on a 
journey that they could not see or understand. They, by faith, followed and 
obeyed and it was life to them. He then took me to Ruth and Naomi - death had to 
come in order to get Ruth in the right place at the right time, for His will to be 

accomplished. 

 Then concerning Moses and Joshua: death to the old order had to come for 
Joshua to be in the right place at the right time to help a people possess that 
which God had given them. Concerning Esther: death had to come to get Esther 
in the right place at the right time that she might be used as an instrument to de-
liver a nation. Then there is the case of Elijah and Elisha: death came to an old 
order so that greater miracles could be released. I do not believe that God is say-
ing that this is just a physical death but that there are old-order structures that 

need to die in order for the advancement of His Kingdom to be established. 

 During the time of Jesus, when He was speaking of the Kingdom and the 
simplicity of the Kingdom the Pharisees had a problem with Him. The Pharisees 
and others were so bound by law and tradition they could not hear or compre-
hend the new order Jesus was speaking. Sometime we hold on to teaching and 
belief systems that do not line up with God’s word or His Character. There was a 
time when the law was what God worked through. But there came a birthing of 

the new Covenant and Jesus began to declare the things of His Kingdom. 

 My Prayer is we will have ears to hear what God is saying and see the truth 
of His word. Let the traditions of men and false teaching die with the old and 

reach for the new God is birthing in and through us. 

(With a vision for the nations, Tricia ministers salvation, healing and deliverance. She seeks to train 
and equip the Body of Christ for the work of the ministry. She desires that believers and nonbe-
lievers alike are transformed and all pursue their calling and destiny in the Kingdom of God. Miller 
Ministries International * PO Box 9458  Tyler, Texas 75711 * 903-780-0377 fax 903-561-

8542   email: millerintmin@aol.com) 
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 The Kingdom of 
God is not just something we 
believe and carefully add to 
our theological belief system 
but is the authority of God in 
action—in us and through us. 
The Kingdom of God is the 
government of God and the 
government of God is exer-
cised through the sons of 
God. The Kingdom of God is 

the redemptive action of King Jesus here and now in this earth and, if need be, ad-

vancing directly against the tide of a subverting and obtuse culture. 

 The active voice of the Kingdom of God on earth is the ecclesia (Gk. “ekklesia” 
pronounced ek-klay-seé-ah). We use this particular word for “church” when actually 
in the Greek it means “called-out ones.” One source has it that ekklesia was the 
name given to the governmental assembly of the city of Athens, duly called out by 
proper officers and possessing all political power including the administration of 
justice—and that is with reference to actions of a judge. The word was in use before 
the New Testament was written and, when inspiring the writers of Holy Scripture, 
was chosen by Holy Spirit who was attempting to show believers what they were to 
be about when they were assembled. If we go merely by the religious/cultural view 
today, we would understand the voice of “the church” to be one of continual petition 
for things that would maintain us in our comfort zones. But if we forsake a modern, 
western mindset and get into the thinking of first century believers who understood 
the pure meaning of “ekklesia” in their times, we would realize that the voice of 
heaven on earth is a governmental one either allowing or disallowing, which would 
be sufficient to stay the malevolent powers of darkness which are vehemently at-
tempting to thwart the advancement and practice of redemptive, divine government 
in culture. The called-out, authorized, righteous-character citizens of heaven must 
continually contradict darkness by verbal affront and command. Put simply, we 
must lift our voices in declarations of the known will of God and pray imprecatory 
prayers (e.g., Ps.5, Ps.35, Ps.56, Ps.69, Ps.83) against institutional evil that the Light 
of God’s Kingdom may break in upon the dark minds of lost humanity, That they 
may know that You alone, whose name is the LORD, Are the Most High over all the 

earth.(Ps.83:18) 

 The Kingdom of God in action is each believer living in the moment. Kingdom 
action is now… not in a few months or a few years to come. Kingdom action takes 
place wherever and whenever sons of God are present. But we must live in the mo-
ment, not in past failures or regrets nor in the future where we are convinced we will 
be something we are not now. In order to heal those who are sick and tell them the 
Kingdom has come (Lk.10:9) we must be committed to the Kingdom action of heal-
ing. Be in Kingdom action at all times to show others the action of the Kingdom. 
Less debate/theological argument and more redemptive action will turn the heads of 
an, otherwise, rebellious culture. 47 The chief priests and Pharisees said, What are 
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we to do? For this Man performs many signs (evidences, miracles). 48  If we let 
Him alone to go on like this, everyone will believe in Him and adhere to Him. 

(Jn.11:47-48, Amp) 

 The Kingdom of God in action is the continual moving, shifting and transition-
ing with the times and places that the King is working in us and working us into. If 
my forefathers and mothers had not left Germany, Austria, Ireland and England in 
the 1800’s, I would not be in the relationships I am in now and, because of events 
affecting them in that time-period, I may never have been born. You could likely 
say the same about your forebears. Many of those predecessors acted violently, that 
is, out of the norm and made great sacrifices so the King could shift and transition 
them. And from the days of John the Baptist until the present time, the kingdom of 
heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a precious 

prize--a share in THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM IS SOUGHT WITH MOST ARDENT ZEAL 

AND INTENSE EXERTION]. (Matt 11:12 , Amp) There are people who do not just let 
things happen to them, they make decisions for the Kingdom purposes of God and 
act with intense exertion. In spite of the angle of descent of morals and values, we 
stand on the brink of a destiny that our forefathers never imagined. But it will re-

quire shifting, modifications, transitions and intense exertion to see it in reality. 

 I have been asked on several occasions, “How do you start a ministry?” My 
answer is, “Be a ministry and you won’t have to start one.” Many years ago, when I 
was pastoring, we went to the bank to borrow money to build a larger facility. The 
banker asked only one question, “Reverend Gabler, what are you doing now that 

you need my $1.2 million to do better?” It effectively shocked me into reality. 

 Some “cruise-liners” are going to have to be modified into “battleships” like 
our nation did in WWII. That is, we are going to have to start voicing and doing 
and applying resources and effort into those things that “win the battle,” whatever 
the cost. Ardent zeal  and intense exertion will not be foreign to those who would 
take the Kingdom by force and speak and act in the King’s authority. Some “plows” 
are going to have to be beaten into “swords.” Some energy that we are putting into 
the “good thing” is going to have to be shifted into the “God-thing.” Many will 
have to transition from slave and victim mentality to son and overcomer and land-

owner mentality. 

 In this warring climate of history, there are people who are realizing that Holy 
Spirit has been speaking but you have allowed people and misplaced priorities to 
distract you. There are some who were participant in Kingdom action but not now. 
Action stopped at some blurry, busy time after you got saved or after you received 
the Baptism with the Holy Spirit or when God got you through that difficult time a 
few years ago. Since then, you have just been coasting along expecting a calendar 
date and eschatological event to arrive when you will be something you are not 

now. 

 The best way to get into action is to allow Holy Spirit to do His active work in 
us and empower us so that we may participate in His powerful, redemptive work 
that will bring us into the destiny of the King. I will not venture to speak of any-
thing except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to 

obey God by what I have said and done—by the power of signs and wonders, 

through the power of the Spirit of God…(Rom.15:18-19) 



Please keep us in your prayers. We 
serve on several ministry presbyteries 
and are participating in meetings 
throughout the month that don’t make 
it on the public calendar.  
Dates also get added to the calendar 
after the magazine goes out.  To get 
updates on SEEC Ministries Events go 
to seecministries.org/events  or  you 
can go to our blog page:  
martygabler.com and click on the Cal-
endar Tab at the top of the page. 

 

 

April 14 * Coldspring, TX 
Victory Gospel Church 

Pastor Caroline Aycock 

10:30a.m. & 6:00p.m. 

Marty & Kathy Team-Teaching on  

“Dreams And Visions” 

Church: 936-653-4509 

 

April 18-19 * Granbury, TX 

Federation of Ministers And 

Churches International 

Regional Conference 

 Info: fmci.org 

 

April 21 

Brazos Covenant Ministries 

Jim Hodges & Marty & Kathy 

brazoscovenantministries.org 

 

April 26-27 * Killeen, TX 

Strategies For Regional  

Transformation 

Leader: Robin Durham 

Kathy teaching on Dreams 

Marty teaching on Kingdom of God 

 

April 28 * Cedar Park, TX 
North Shore Life Development Center 

6:00p.m. 

Info: Don Dickinson 

512-267-2106 

This is the day the Lord has made 
so….   I will rejoice and be glad and 
instead of worrying, I will pray and 
will receive a sense of God’s whole-
ness. 
“Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worry-
ing, pray. Let petitions and praises  
shape your worries into prayers, let-
ting God know your concerns. Before 
you know it, a sense of God’s 
wholenss, everything coming to-
gether for good, will come and settle 
you down. It’s wonderful what hap-
pens when Christ displaces worry at 
the center of your life.” (Phil.4:6-7, 
Msg) 
 
 

This is the day the Lord has made 
so….  I will rejoice and be glad be-
cause the Lord has heard and re-
ceives my prayer. 
“The Lord has heard my supplicztion; 
the Lord receives my prayer.” (Ps.6:9, 
Amp) 
May the Lord be expeciallly near you 
today in assurance that He has heard 
your pryers and cares ab out them. 
(Also Ps.28:6; 116:1) 
 

martygabler.com 

seecministries.org  
Email:  mail@seecministries.org 

SEEC Ministries International 

PO Box 298   Coldspring,TX 

77331-0298 

Office:  936-653-4108 
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I will not allow any person nor 

any adverse circumstance to de-

termine the lifespan of the hope 

God originally put in me. 

A button for credit card 

donations is availabe at:  

seecministries.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.

Check website for updates: seecministries.org—click on “Events”

PLEASE PRAY FOR US



seecministries.org   *  martygabler.com  *  mail@seecministries.org 

SEEC Ministries International          PO Box 298           Coldspring, TX  77331-0298 


